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Mixed Opinion Now in London 
~~ What Fete Will Mean to Show Biz 


| 





London, May 4. 
The Coronation is responsible, it 
is claimed here, for 800.000 new faces 
invading the London horizon. That 


may be so, but the fact remains that 
there have been a lot of cancella- 
tions of bookings and accommoda- 
tions. And a lot of people who 
thought they were going to clean up 
are not sure at the moment. 

Influx is divided, according to es- 
timates, this way: 300,000 from the 
colonies, 200,000 from the continent, 
150,000: from the provinces, 150,000 
Americans. 

Bulk of this influx is still late in 
arrival, but the hotels and apartment 
house renters are confident they'll 
show up. Meantime, there’s consid- 
erable behind-the-screen squabbling 
on money. Hotel men have agreed to 
stick on a 50% rise on rates, but not 
more. Flat buildings are asking two 
or three times normal rates. Apart- 
ment owners seem to be going at it 
whole hog, getting in some cases as 


much as 1,000% increase over nor- | 


+ 





mal. Or, perhaps getting isn’t the 
word. Perhaps asking is a better 
word, 


On the other hand, prices of seats 
to view the Coronation are dropping 


along with quite a few cancella-| 
| ing’ a navy in the United States by 


tions of sailings from America. 
Theatrical people are pessimistic 


about the first week of the Corona- | 


tion, basing their outtook on the last 

coronation, in 1910 (can they remem- 

ber it?) and the Jubilee, two years 
(Continued on page 62) 





As Wal St. Goes, 
So Go Actors, 





Right Again 

Joseph Hergesheimer, novel- 
ist, was in Florida recently, 
stopping at the same hotel with 
the N. Y. Giants. Someone in- 
troduced him to Carl Hubbell 
in the lobby and the author in- 
nocently asked the pitcher what 
he did for a living. 

‘I pitch,’ answered Hubbell. 
Whereupon, the author said, ‘I 
won't apologize to you for my 
ignorance; you probably are not 
aware what I do, either,’ 

And Hubbell wasn’t. 
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MOSCOW AS A 


TELEVISION 
CENTER 


Soviet Russia, barred from ‘buy- 





action of the government, will take 
the latest thing in American-made 
television equipment instead. A tele- 
vision transmitter of the most ad- 
vanced design was completed this 
week at the RCA Mfg. Co. plant in 
Camden and is now awaiting ship- 
ment to Moscow. 

Although tight-lipped as to the 
actual hour of shipment, officials of 
the company said the apparatus was 
merely part of a large order of ra- 


| dio material, contracted for by Rus- 


The Tape Tells 





Wall Street is accounted for a 
number of ragged performances on 
Broadway this past week. It was 
noticeable to many from out front 
that some of the funny people didn’t 
act spontaneously as they should. 

Show-wise informants, knowing 
how hooked some of the Broadway 
legits have permitted themselves to 
become, a§ far as the market is con- 
cerned, blamed it all on the jittery 
quotations. The personnel itself ad- 
mitted that they couldn’t give their 
all, knowing that the market (since 
improved, of course) was giving 
them financial heebie-jeebies. 

Legit biz itself reflected the mar- 
ket, as did the niteries. 





‘ « London, May 4. 

The West End and show business 
thr ughout the country in general 
1s shot to pieces, with the 
Slump in years attributable to the 
budget 

When 
enced 
Kayoed all amusements. 


biggest 


Bend 


the stock market experi- 


Crawford. 


sia about two years ago. The order 
was understood to involve an ex- 
penditure of more than $1,000,000 by 
the Soviet Government. The tele- 
vision transmitter is reputed to have 


'a power capacity 6f 7,500 watts and 
'to be 


operation to one 
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similar in 
(Continued on 





ROBERTA SEMPLE’S 


HOLLYWOOD TESTS 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Roberta Semple, daughter of the 
eminent Aimee, having won a libel 
suit from her mother’s attorney after 
being fired from the front office of 
Angelus Temple, is being offered for 


pictures. Stills of hallowed flap dur- 
ing the trial were uniformly good 


and two studios have tested her for 
dialog. 

Only script around the studios that 
could fit her is one being fingered 
by Cecil De Mille called ‘Half Sister 


of the Lord.’ 

Mrs. McPherson herself is due to 
defend another libel suit soon, one 
{for $1,800,000, instigated by Rheba 


former co-worker at the 


of Broadway.’ 


, New York N. Y., by Variety, Ine 
22 1905, at the Post Office at New Y: 
ALL 


TATSE NOT 


Lack of Financial Support 
May Cause It to Collapse 
—Producers-Actors 


Minor to 





Players 


PARLEYING 


Hollywood, May 4. 
From inside sources it is indicated 
that the strike of Painters 
Makeup and Scenic Artists will be 
over before the end of the current 
week. Support that had been cal- 
culated upon from others in the 


the Screen Actors Guild did not ma- 
terialize. Action of IATSE in filling 
spots left vacant by strikers also no 
help for walker-outers. 

Screen Actors Guild met with a 
producers’ committee tonight (Tues- 





| agreement. Producers were repre- 
| sented by Joe Schenck, Eddie Man- 
| nix, Sam Briskin and Hal Wallis; 


neth Thomson, Franchot Tone and 
Aubrey Blair, 


sonable and that he anticipated no 
trouble in reaching an agreement 
with them. 


It is believed that procucers will 
concede to numerous demands s50 
(Continued on page 2) 


Paderewski’s New Opera 


Geneva, April 25. 
Paderewski, convalescing at his 
Swiss chalet and with his life story 
out of the way, working on an 
| American opera with Hollywood in- 
stead of the Met in mind. 


is 


| Paramount is interested in the 
opus and has Victor Young at the 
studio end to keep the thing hot. 
Pianist promises to have the score 
ready by late fall 
7. 
Add: Barrymoreiana 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Elaine Barrymore, now divorced 
from John Barrymore, is being of- 


fered for personals at $3,000 a week 
John Barrymore’s current price Is 


still $3,000. which must have given 
the latest ex-Mrs. Barrymore her 
idea of what a Barrymore is worth 
in the open market. 
Her act is a 15-minute comedy. 
Ethel Barrymore is in town look- 
ing for a spot and likely to get it 


with Selznick International 


Lionel Barrymore, only member of 
a wave of frantic selling it | Temple who is usually billed as the | the royal family who hasn't enjoyed | 
i Angel 


1 layoff in years, is taking one 


BACKING FMPC 


wowing Today (Wed.)— 
Get 
| More Consideration—SUE | 
| Replaced by IA Workers 


RIET 


Annual subscription, $6 
rk 


RIGHTS RESERVED 
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Pow- 


and 


Federated Motion Picture Crafts and | 


day) to talk over possibility of an | 


actors by Robert Montgomery, Ken- | 


Pat Casey declared | 
that actor demands were not unrea- | 


| floods 


For H’wood, Not the Met 
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For the Biz; Yesteryear’s Standards 





Symphonic Baseball 


Minneapolis, May 4. 


On condition that the Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra 
agree to play ‘Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game’ at one of its 
semi-classical concerts, Mike 
Kelly, president of the Min- 


neapolis American Association 
baseball club, subscribed $50 to 
the $140,000 fund being raised 
here to insure the orchestra's 
continuation, Orchestra con- 
sented. 














KY. GOV. GIVES 


THE COLONELS 
A BRUSH-OFF 


Because of apathy shown Ken- 
tucky Colonels by that commen- 
A. B. Chandler, 
banquet for colonels, 


this 
held 
every year on the night before the 
Derby, may be called off. It has 
been custom for Colonels to 


wealth’s Gov, 
year's 


con- 
gregate in Louisville the day before 
the race for a shindig, with the gov- 
ernor as guest of honor. 

Gov. Chandler, who tried to elimi- 
nate the kernels shortly after he 
took office, has not issued a single 
diploma. 

After Louisville was hard-hit by 
last winter, colonels, mostly 
in show business, raised $100,000 for 
flood relief. 


CANNES’ NUDIST BIZ 


SEES BANNER YEAR 


Cannes, April 24. 
Anticipating a banner season due 


primarily to the new rate of ex- 
change, Dr. Andre Durville, founder 
of the famous Ile du Levant (Isle of 


colony, has 
900 


the Rising Sun) nudist 
installed accommodation f 
sunworshipers 
spring and summer, 


extra during the 


Ordinarily the camp population is 


around 1,000, but the German phys- 
ical culturist, being a busine man 
as well as a muscle builder, is tak- 
ing the successful tiviera wintel 
season aS a barometer and expect 
enough paying customers during the 
good weather to justify the addi- 
tions. 

The camp is on one of the Golden 
Islands off the Riviera. Dr. Durville 
owns half of it and rents the othe 
half from the French government 
It is far enough away from the coast 


to make it safe from the oglers and 
close enough to reach the mainland 
in half an hour by speedboat. 





By EPES W. SARGENT 
Recent attack of the Legion of De- 
cency, headed by Cardinal Hayes 
and the Catholic contingent, against 
burlesque in general and the strip- 
tease in particular, has hit the bur- 


lesque managers a solar plexus 
blow that has them gasping No 
matter what the ouicome of the 


present legal procedures, they seem 
to feel that what is left of burlesque 
is not only on the way out, but al- 
ready half-way through the door, 

Maybe it is, and yet it well may 
happen that the handwriting on the 
wall will be found eventually to 
spell a message of good cheer rather 
than of desolation. It's largely a 
matter of whether or not the burley 
managers can read. It may very well 
happen that what at the moment 
appears to be the coup de grace ad- 
ministered to a dying venture is in 
reality a signpost pointing to better 
things and a new prosperity. 

That may seem too optimistic, yet 
it is true. Burlesque has been skid- 
ding for a number of years toward 
the brink at the bottom of which lies 
oblivion. Burlesque has reached the 
point where a single strip-tease 
would be regarded as short-chang- 


|} ing, and even the joint efforts of 


half a dozen clothes shuckers are re- 
(Continued on page 48) 





Stops Picture, 


Tunes in Radio 
Comics as Test 


Los Angeles, May 4. 
Manager of El Rey theatre in Los 


Angeles is meeting Sunday night 


| radio competition by amplifying the 


programs of Eddie Cantor and Jack 
Benny, prime favs in his neighbor- 
hood, in the house, Amplification is 
made off a standard set and the 
picture stopped while the pro- 
gram carries on. He is alternating 
Fenny and Cantor and if the rout- 
ine clicks he'll add other air shows 
that have a following in his vicinity. 


is 


Patrons are asked to name their 
favorites and those polling the high- 
est count will be used. Other thea- 
tre operators are keeping a close 
watch on the experiment and may 
use the airings on dull nights. 

. 
Chorine Shortage 
Chicago, May 4 

Dearth of chorus gir! 1 Chicago 

exemplified in the difficult the 
Chez Paree is hat in obtaining 
i line 

Last week the nite pent $LO0 in 
help warted ad in th Tribune, 
Lmerican and 1 t mn which 
there \ re rt some 25 ‘plied: 
iand of th * not one virl wa thite 
| able. 
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Hollywood Peace Foreseen This 
Week: Players-Studios in Accord 


(Continued from page 1) 


far as working conditions and wages 
for bit players go, but will balk | 


at declaring union-shop for the | 
actors. Producers take the stand | 
that they will be glad to arbi-| 


trate any differences but could not | 
grant the closed shop as they have 
a contract with the Academy, which 
has another year to run, and that 
they would under no circumstances 
walk out on the contractual agree- 
ment, feeling that the Academy con- 
tract now in use by studios is an 
okay talent deal. 

Studio Utility Employees joined | 
the strike Monday (3) but - their 
places had been filled by men with 
IATSE cards before the walkout 
actually became: effective. Many of 
the IATSE workers were recruited 
from the ranks of the SUE. 


All picket lines at studios are | 
noticeably thinning, reflecting a 
faltering attitude of the strikers. 

Officials of the International Al- 
liance’ of Theatrical Stage Employes 
are busy passing out cards to 
painters, scenic artists, makeup men 
and have served notice on studio 
utility employes to have the cards 
by Thursday (6) or they will not be 
allowed to work. Most workers of- 
fered the IA cards are reported ac- 
cepting them. 

The strikers committee has called | 
a mass meeting to which the 
public has been invited for tonight 
(4) in the American Legion stadium 
in Hollywood. Move is seen as a 
bid for public support. 


Early end to the walking was seen 
when carpenters and actors refused 
to strike. Abe Muir, carpenters in- 
ternational v-p, told members that 
their local and the international of- 
ficers had negotiated and signed a | 
contract with the producers. He 
said members should accept this 
agreement, and that if they were not 


| Robert Montgomery presided at the 


| phone to quit at 6 p.m. and to report | 


|crafts affiliated with the new Fed-| 


cautioned against any hasty strike 
call, as such action at this time 
would allow them no appeal to the 
National Labor Relations Board 
should the negotiations collapse. 


meeting Sunday and addressed the 
membership from the platform. Other 
speakers were Frank Morgan and 
Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
tary of the S.A.G. 

Lessing’s Strike Call 


Strike call for the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators & Paperhang- 
ers of America was issued by 
Charles Lessing at 2:20 p.m. last 
Friday (30), effective at the end of 
the 6 p.m. shifts, and nearly two and 
a half hours after the 12 o’clock 
deadline given producers in which 
to grant recognition and union shop 
to the crafts. Painters, make-up | 
artists, hair dressers, draftsmen and 
scenic artists were notified by tele-| 





to headquarters for picket assign- 


| ments. 


The walkout order was misunder- | 


| stood at United Artists and craft} 
| members 
| other 


quit immediately, The} 
eight major studios, where | 
walkout order was posted, are Hal | 
Roach, ‘Warners; Universal, - Para-| 
mount, Metro, RKO, 20th-Fox and 
Columbia. 


Picket lines were established in 
front of the studios at 6 a.m. Satur- | 
day (1) ard members of various 


erated Motion Picture Crafts, organ- 
ized by Lessing, were requested not 
to cross the picket lines. Members 
of Studio Utility Employes, Local 
724, were ordered by their business 
representative, L. C. Helm, not to 
cross the lines. Stationary engineers, 
plumbers and cooks also refused to 
cross the lines. Several volunteered 
for picket duty. 


While the strike order applied 





Strike Stymies Audish 





Hollywood, May 4. 
Paramount's special talent review 
ran into the strike—and folded be- 
fore opening. 
Sixty flash and specialty acts were 
to be runoff before studio execs on 
a specially built stage. 





BRIT. LAB MEN) 


ALSO TALK 
STRIKE 


; London, April 26. 

Strike action is threatened by film 
printing and laboratory employees 
through their labor union, the Asso- 
ciation of Cine-Technicians. Dispute 
has been in progress several months 
on general conditions and hours of 
working, but the companies have 
collectively agreed to refuse nego- 
tiations of any type. 

Repeated requests by A. C. T. have 
met with either procrastination or 
blank refusal, and recently relations 
were additionally strained by fur- 
ther proposals of prdducers, labora- 
tory companies ‘and others to form a 
trade association for protection of 
their interests. 





A. C. T. reply to this is a definite | 


threat of withdrawal of labor and a 
manifesto now’ issued states: ‘The as- 
sociation will not hesitate to enforce 
any mandate from its members if 
employers insist on their present un- 
fortunate attitude. It sincerely trusts, 
however, the laboratory companies 
will not force a labor dispute upon 
the film industry, but will follow 
the example of employers of labor 
in almost all other important indus- 
tries and recognize and negotiate 
with the trade union representatives 
of their employees.’ 

Reference to a mandate indicates 


satisfied with it, they should ask the | OMly to studio painters, make-up/aq resolution passed by ballot of 


international to reopen negotiations | 
with the producers and seek to} 
amend the existing contract. 

Understanding is that the interna- 
tional will be petitioned to alter the 
present arrangements. with  pro- 
ducers and that carpenters will seek 
to reclaim a 10% wage boost they 
lost last year when pay of other 
crafts in basic agreement was hiked. 

Shortage of manpower and 
finances were reported making it 
difficult for strikers to throw out ef- 
fective picket lines. Strike leaders 
expected moral and monetary aid 
from actors and carpenters. When it 
was not forthcoming they were at a 
loss to secure funds. In the mean- 
time the IATSE expanded its juris- 
diction in the industry, issuing work 
cards to laborers, painters, make-up 
and scenic artists. 

Strike vote by the Screen Actors’ 
Guild was delayed one week fol- 
lowing the meeting Sunday night in 


artists, hairdressers and scenic ar | 
tists, leaders claimed nearly 3,000 
were idle, including union men who 
would not cross picket lines. This 
number was disputed by the produc- 
ers, who said many of the workers 
had refused to heed the strike order 
and had crossed the picket lines to 
report for work. 


Extras As Hairdressers 


Studios dispatched calls for aux- 
iliary make-up artists and extra 
girls were enlisted as hairdressers. 
Producers claimed the situation was 
well in hand and that the strike 
would not interfere with production 
schedules. 

Strike leaders said it would re- 
quire several days to get the picket 
lines firmly established, that pickets 
would be placed in front of ail the- 
atres, and that production would be 
at a standstill in less than a week if 
the strike continued that long. 


Members on location were wired 








Hollywood Legion Stadium, attended 
by 2,500 film players. Resolution for- 
bidding members to replace striking 
makeup artists and hair dressers was 
adopted. Crossing of picket lines was 
left to the discretion of individuals. 

Leaders were directed to wash up 
negotiations with producers for rec- 
ognition and union shop by May 9. 
Majority of members favored not 
crossing picket lines, although no 
vote was taken. 

Members were read a letter from 
Pat Casey announcing formation. of 
a committee to negotiate with the 
Guild not later than 5 p.m. Wednes- 
day (5). Members gave unanimous 
approval to the Guild’s demands for 
recognition, union shop, wage _ in- 
crease for extras, bit players, small 


contract players, revision of single 
12 hours’ notice | 


picture contracts, 
of cancellation studio calls, improved 


working conditions and hours for) 


contract players, 
extras. 

Activities of assistant directors 
came in for considerable discussion 
and curbing their authority will be 
demanded. Another general mem- 
bership meeting scheduled for May 9. 
in the Legion Stadium, when the final 
report will be made to the member- 
ship. Vote will then be taken 
whether strike action will become 


free-lancing and 


necessary and on question of affiliat- | 


ing with the Federated Motion Pic- 
ture Crafts. Any strike order would 
require a 75% vote, and a 60% vote 
necessary for FMPC alignment. The 
senior ‘Screen Actors’ Guild.has a 
membership of 1,200, with a junior 
roster ‘swelling the total to 5,600. 
Mailed ballot is required under the 
Guild Constitution. Several leaders 


| transportation by union leaders Sat- 
| urday and instructed to return at 
| once. Paramount postponed a loca- 
tion trip to Catalina Island Saturday 
(1), but the production manager said 


| delay was not caused by the strike. 


| studios, but the early picketing. was 
| orderly. 
| The strike order had_ hardly 

reached the studios when the Inter- 

| national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

| Employes, member of the producer- 

labor basic agreement, moved in and 

| Offered work cards and free initia- 
| tion to strikers who preferred to re- 
| main at work. 

More than 300 laborers, affiliated 
with the SUE, Local 724, were initi- 
ated and given wage boosts from 60 
cents per hour ‘to 8245 cents. They 
| were given rating of Class B grips. 

IATSE Steps In 


IATSE also offered work permits 
and immediate wage boost to paint- 
ers, make-ups and hairdressers who 
would join organization immediately 
instead of heeding strike call. Many 
were signed up before leaving lots, 
| especially at 20th-Fox and Metro. 


| IATSE leaders indicated their men 
| would ignore the picket lines and 
| said organization was ready to take 
over all work done by the strikers. 
| Painters were offered boost from $7 
| to $7.70 per day, with similar hikes 
| for other crafts. IATSE was co- 
| operating with producers to keep 
| production moving. 

| Strike followed demands of crafts 
| affiliated with, FMPC for immediate 
| recognition and union shop. © The 
producers, through Pat Casey, j@bor 


| 
| 
| 


| Extra police were on duty at ail. 


members with a 90% majority sup- 
porting strike action 


immediate testing, as all newsreel 
units, with the Coronation immedi- 


fected companies. 


work at this time might prove disas- 
trous from that point of view. 


and night work rates. ’ 


if mecessary. 
Strength of A. C. T. threat may set 


ately ahead, are processed by af- 
A stoppage of 


General demands of employees in- 
clude 44-hour week of five and one- 
half days, with adequate meal breaks 
and limitation of continuous work- 
ing, adjustment of salary rates on 
general basic wage of $17.50 a week, 
together with recognized overtime 


Wednesday, May 5, 1937 
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Highlights of the H'wood Strike | 





Collapse of the FMPC walkout 


Committee, consisting of Robert 
Franchot Tone and Aubrey Blair. 
Screen Actors Guild’s vote on a 


On distribution Warner Bros. an 


ter’s Hollywood epidemic of colds, 
delivery of product. An average 
yet be delivered. 


ately to single-billing of features i 
releases. Film exchanges are dus 





picketing dwindled and lack of support by the IATSE and the SAG 
further weakened the FMPC cause. 

Last night was zero hour for the meeting between a producers’ 
committee, chairmaned by Joe Schenck and including Eddie Mannix, 
Hal Wallis and Sam Briskin, to meet with the Screen Actors’ Guild 


of, the Federation of Motion Picture Crafts’ demands, has been post- 
poned until next Sunday (9) in the 
{ the first SAG meet was held this past Sunday. 
Pat Casey, labor conciliator for the producers, opines the situation 
is ‘satisfactory’ and doesn’t think the walkout threat will spread. 


ciable advance alignment of pictures. 


Theatre operators are faced with necessity of reverting immedi- 


lack of playing time, in case film shortage eventuates. 


was foreseen late last nighi as 


Montgomery, Kenneth Thomson, 
walkout with, and active support 


Hollywood Legion Stadium where 


d 20th-Fox alone have any appre- 
Others, due to this past win- 
etc., are behind in their contracted 
of 35% of promised pictures must 


f Hollywood labor troubles curtail 
ting off single reels, long idle for 





CONVENTIONS FORCED 


Reports to home offices of picture 
companies planning to hold annual 
sales conventions in Los Angeles 
were that any spread of San Fran- 
cisco’s hotel strike to L. A. might 
cause several companies to meet 
elsewhere. 

If so, sessions would shift from 
L. A. to N. Y. 








Labor Troubles 
In All Show Biz 


Fronts in Paris 





Paris, April 28. 
Boiling pot of labor troubles has 





Gillmore Didn’t Make 
H’wood Hop After All 


Frank Gillmore was scheduled to 
plane to Hollywood Saturday (1) to 
address Equity members there, 
many of whom belong to the Screen | 
Actors Guild. After talking by tele- 
phone to the Coast Friday night, the 
trip was called off because of the 
SAG session Sunday. 

General Equity meeting on the 
Coast for discussion purposes was set 
back for about two weeks. Gillmore 
may attend then although he will 
be present during the American 
Theatre Council convention dated | 
for May 24. | 











Costumers on Own 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Associated Motion Picture Cos- 
tumers’ local has delayed for one 
week a vote of its members on af- 
filiation with the FMPC. 

Costumers opened separate nego- 
tiations Tuesday with Pat Casey for 
producer recognition and approval 
of wage scale working conditions, 
etc. 





fused, 


crafts and granted a union shop. 
Casey’s Persuasion Fails 


Friday in an 


threatened strike, but the 


mediately. 


federation, others have not 


vote. 


Under the constitution of 


tion. The FMPC would 


supervisory capacity and _ in 


tion by all member crafts. 


head of the’ group. 


members after that. 





contact, offered to negotiate these 
demands, but asked that wage scales 
and working conditions be debated 
at the same time. Union leaders re- 
stating wages and working 
conditions would be negotiated after 
the producers had recognized the 


Casey called Lessing and other 
strike leaders to his office at 5 p.m. 
effort to halt the 
men 
marched out after one minute and a 
half, refusing to call off the strike 
unless their demands were met im- 


While six or seven small crafts 
have officially aligned with the 
sub- 
mitted the question to a membership 


the 
FMPC each organization would re- 
tain its autonomy but would not ne- 
gotiate a contract that would be 
| detrimental to the other organiza- 
act in a 
an 
emergency could call for united ac- 


Constitution adopted by the affili- 
ated crafts would invest the execu- 
tive secretary with the authority to 
function as coordinator and sole rep- 
resentative of the FMPC in all busi- 
ness relations with the producers. A 
provision has also been made in the 
setup for each local union to pay 
into the treasury each month a per 
capita tax, computed on basis of ac- 
tual expense in maintaining the or- 
ganization and $100 each month for 
an emergency fund. Charles Lessing 
has been installed as the tentative 


Voting power in the FMPC would 
be on the basis of one delegate for 
each 100 membership up to 1,000, with 
an additional delegate for each 250 
Officers would 
be elected for one year, with excep- 
tion of the executive secretary, who 


would serve for two years. Lessing 
has already been tentatively se- 
lected for the post of executive sec- 
retary. : 


Organizations which have either 
joined or signified their intention to 
align with the FMPC are the paint- 
ers, makeup artists, hair dressers, 
scenic artists, draftsmen, machin- 
ists, plumbers, cooks, stationary en- 
gineers, molders, sheet metal work- 
ers, laborers, blacksmiths, sheet 
iron workers and riggers and Screen 
Actors Guild. 

18,000 Workers Unaffected 


All of the crafts are outside the 
basic agreement and have not been 
recognized by the producers. Nearly 
18,000 studio workers in the basic 
agreement are not affected by the 
strike order. These organizations 
include the carpenters, IATSE, elec- 
tricians, musicians, and chauffeurs 
and truck drivers. 

The painters were invited to join 
the basic agreement, but refused be- 
cause Offer did not include makeup 
artists, hair dressers and scenic art- 


bubbled over plenty lately here, to 
cause lossés, inconveniences and un- 
certainty. 

Starting with a strike which tied 
up cinemas and music halls for two 
days, causing an estimated loss of 


| $65,000, the musicians union pulled a 


long facé effectively enough to get 
all the night clubs closed for one 
night a week and now waiters in 
cafes and restaurants and hotel em- 
ployees are threatening to walk out 
—or sit in—unless they get a 40- 
hour week. 

Settlement of the first strike is go- 


|ing to cut down profits to a still 


thinner margin for theatres and 
cinemas, already operating under an 
almost overburdensome tax. Agree- 
ment with the musicians is going to 
shut out one night’s profits entirely 
and if the waiters get what they 
want costs of operation will take an- 
other jump. 

On the other hand, the Union of 
Hotel Managers has countered with 
the threat that, if they are forced to 
grant a 40-hour week to all em- 
ployees, they will close their estab- 
lishments. 

This tensity, which threatens to 
flare into open conflict in the near 
future, is heightened by a threat by 
cinema managers to close their doors 
just before the expo opens, unless 
the government grants them relief 
from high taxes. 


Westmore’s 106 Damage 


Hollywood, May 4. 


Major strike violence occurred 
Monday night when five . men 
slugged the watchman of the West- 
more beauty salon in Hollywood 
and poured creosote over rugs, 
drapes and other furnishings for a 
loss estimated at around $10,000. 

Westmore brothers said they re- 
ceived threats because of refusal to 
join walkout of makeup artists. 

Another act of sabotage detected 
by the police during the union 
squabbles was the evidence of sugar 
having been poured into gas tanks 
of cars located around RKO studios. 

Mixture forms a corroding acid 
and just about wrecks motors. 











ists. Producers also offered to in- 
clude the SUE, Local 724, 


30 days to adjust the job dispute 
with the IATSE. The 
claimed work done by laborers on 
film productions should be handled 
by grips. 

Wher line of demarcation could 
not be agreed upon, the IATSE an- 
nounced it would take over all the 
work done by SUE members and 
started issuing Class B work cards. 
The SUE, Local 724, appealed to the 
National Labor Relations Board but 
Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector, refused to entertain ‘a juris- 
diction dispute unless _ specifically 
directed to do so by the NLRB 
members in Washington. Charges of 
SUE leaders that men were being 
coerced into joining the LATSE 
have been forwarded to Washington 





for decision. 


in the} 
basic agreement, but gave this union | 


IATSE | 





Denver Unicn’s Demands 


Denver, May 4. 

| With 24 new members, the new 
, Denver Film Employes Union, is 
|; now 66 strong. Organizers plan to 
| organize employes in theatres. 
Members of the union have met 
with managers of the exchanges, ‘and 
terms were discussed. Wages asked 
by the union include head shippers, 
$35; assistants, $25; head inspectors. 
| $22; other inspectors, $20. 





Wellesley’s Union OK 


London, April 20. 
Letter from Gordon Wellesley, 
| Fanfare Pictures, to the Association 
'of Cine-Technicians states produc- 
ltion crew of “The High Command: 
| feadiuring Lionel Atwill, was almost 
190% union. 





of 


Pepe 














(’ 
to | 
seri 


yele 
due 
J rat 


Dist 
Coll 
Gau 
Gra 
Met 
Par 
RK¢ 
Rep 
20th 
Uni 
Uni 
W y 


Ny 


Ar 
labo: 
prov 
prod 
by i 
a, 4 
¢a %k 
tions 


ture: 


by | 
whie 
ested 
Artis 
Fairt 
top t 

Jin 
flack 
joine 
ing v 


GUI 
( 


Rec 
year 
extras 
were 
ing ft 
which 
small 

Of 
Were 
and 2 


Lane 


Two 
ent at 
lissa 
Picket 
wyn ri 
ductio: 
$3,500, 
bulldo, 
day) , 
under 
Wworkir 
Gold 


Punsle 
4nd G 





phen 


, a May 5, 1937 











_ PICTURES VARIETY mills Hi 


et SSNS —— ~ a ee | moe set = om 


STRIKE FORCING SINGLES? 


Distribution Chart 1936-37 HT MI 


OAM P 

















ALS Mere 135 Out, Casey Insists; Cites 
NUIT Producer Labor Dealings as Fair 


—_ 
“= 





ee 
: 
(This table shows the status of all the national distributors with respect | 


























to their feature releases, other than westerns and action films sold in 
series, as of May 1, which marked the end of the third quarter of the | ~ 
current season. Any interruption of production would seriously delay + 2 ° 
~aleases, which at present are running more than a month behind schedule ree P . ? D d Hollywood, M:z , 
due to early season studio delays caused by illness of many stars and While Furore of Holl d| ainters eman S Pat Casey, sire: Sober 
* te RS SRR rs Tet HOO Gea ywoo 
featured players, and to Hollyu ood’s ‘unusual’ winter weather.) 1 . - said at noon Tuesday that one- 
ne Yalance | Situation Lasts, Film Book- Hollywood, May 4 third of the 200 strikers, othee 
No. 0 ix Actually Released to be rele. | . Painters have announced new than painters, ha r 
Distributor by contract Will deliver to May 1. by July 31 | — Resurrecting Shorts, wage scale and working conditions aa saeealmpas 
Columbia eeeeecsceesvevess ~ 42 40 24 16 | Etc., to Round Out Bills asked for in their demands to stu- ie said the IATSE officials 
Gaumont-British ......... 2 24 13 11 aes | dios. They seek an increase of from are not acting as a hiring agency 
Grand National ........+«- 44 29 13 16 | $7 to $8 for day men, $9 for night but are carrying out an an- 
ee Arner 52 48 37 11 FEAR SHORTAGE | shift after 6 p. m., $9 for shift after nounced plan in a membership 
2) a 65 33 41 12 | midnight, and $10 for crews before drive. Casey said 150 men 
RKO- Radio Meteee Diss avas 48 46 24 22 | ae ee 16 a.m. have been hired to replace 
Republic ...-eeee eer eeeeee so = 20 13 By JOHN C. FLINN Upping also asked for sign writers, walkouts. In reply te reperts 
20th-Fox .....00- eertTT oe oz 41 1] ; marblers, grainers and airgun men current that strikers would ally 
Wnited Artists ....... 6 23 14 9 Any interruption of feature pro- They are now earning from $8 to with the Committee for Indus- 
BONE Chin 6 a5 o4.4.040945 64 36 33 23 10 | duction in the Hollywood studios | $19 daily and seek another $1 trial Organization, Casey said 
OS SE a rarer Ere Pot Tr a4 32 35 17 | caused by labor troubles, or any | Groups are also asking for a 12-how the John L. Lawis outfit pore 
aman sssieaie coat — other reason, would seriously and | notice on cancellation of calls and ‘ : 
483 433 285 148 | immediately affect the nation’s mo- | an agreement for workers to be hired | not de any damage here as the 


* Does not include westerns and action pictures sold in series. 


STRIKE, MAY Bk Carpenters Oedied: 


A BREAK FOR 
FOREIGN PIX 


Any extended continuance of 
labor trouble on the Coast would 


To Cross Picket Lines 


Hollywood, May 4. 
An order to pass through the 
| picket lines was given studio car- 


| penters at 


prove a boon to British and foreign | 


production. That is the opinion held 
by industry leaders, who admit that 
U. §S. distributors naturally would 
seek film products from other na- 
tions to maintain the stream of pic- 
tures into theatres. 
Some picture company officials 
jresee the reopening of studios in 
Englarid which recently were closed. 
‘When Thief Meets Thief,’ made 
by Criterion Films, Ltd., firm in 
which Doug Fairbanks, Jr. is inter- 


f 


ested, has been received by United | 


Artists, Will be released June 4. 
Fairbanks, Jr. and Valerie Hobson | 
top the cast. 

Jim MacFarland, formerly top | 
flack at the Music Hall, N. Y., has 
joined UA to exploit Criterion start- 
ing with ‘Thief.’ 


GUILD IN CASTING’S 





| central 


CORNER ON COIN PLEA 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Records of Central Casting for last 
year show that of 242,000 calls for | 
extras and bit players, only 27,000 | 
were above the $10 bracket, accord- 
ing to the Screen Actors Guild, 
which is supporting pleas of the 
small fry for more money. 

Of the 242,000 total, 62,000 calls 
were for $7.50 each, 71,000 for $10, 
and 27,000 for $15. 


Landi Walks, Goldwyn 
Balks; Puts 3 in Work 


Matirweed. May 4. 

Two film luminaries showed differ- 
ent attitudes toward the union when 
Elissa Landi refused to pass the 
Picket lines at Metro and Sam Gold- 
wyn reversed that stand to start pro- 
duction on three films to cost about 
$3,500,000. Miss Landi landed the 
bulldog editions this morning (Tues- 
day) with her declaration. She is 
under contract to Metro but is not 
working at present. 

Goldwyn move marks first time in 
his career that he has had a trio 
of pics in the works simultaneously. 

ilms are ‘Hurricane,’ ‘Stella Dallas,” 

and ‘Dead End’ 
Samuel Goldwyn’s filming of ‘Dead 
End’ got going Monday (3), with 
Sylvia Sidney, Wendy Barrie, Joel 
McCrea and Humphrey Bogart in 
leads. 

_ Six ‘tough kids’ from the New 
~— Stage play cast arrived last 
| Utsday (29) to take the same roles 
they enacted in the play. They are 
” lly Halop, Huntz Hall, Bernard 
Punsley, Bobby Jordan, Leo Gourcey 
4ud Gabr iel Dell. 








a meeting 
| Hollywood American 
dium. A strike vote was speedily 
tabled when it was explained that 
such action required the sanction of 
the International executive board of 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America. Members 
were reminded that they they are 
under a five-year siudio basic agree- 
ment signed with producers by their 
local and the International officers. 

The meeting was enlivened by de- 
mands of many members seeking 
affiliation with one of the established 
unions. Members differed, 
with some wanting IATSE connec- 
tion, while others sought The newer 
CIO hookup. 


LITTLE EFFECT 


May 2 in 
Legion sta- 





ON PIX SO FAR 





Hollywood, May 4. 
Craft union walkout is having lit- 
tle effect on production and major 
studios report no curtailment or 
slackening of work on pictures now 
before the lenses. All plants are far 
| enough ahead on the season’s prod- 


| uct to coast long for a couple of 


weeks 
Most of the major plant execs antici- 


| pated the union move and arranged 


| most makeup artists are under con- | 


| and those 


their schedules accordingly to avoid 
any immediate difficulty. 

The absence of makeup workers is 
putting minor actors on their 
for the grease applications. Since 


tract to the studios, legal heads 


if necessary without worry. | 


}ed for 


tion picture theatres, it was declared 
this week by heads of distribution 
departments and operators of affili- 
ated and independent circuits. 
There is practically 
feature films on which distributors 
and exhibitors could rely in the 
event that production were suspend- 
any protracted period... It 
has been the policy of any of 
the major companies to tie up large 


no reserve of 


never 


investments in completed, but un- 
released, pictures. Of the larger 
studios, only Warners and 20th | 
Century-Fox have completed their | 
| full quota of pictures for this sea- 
son’s release schedules, which ex- 


pire on July 31. Not all of these, of 
course, have been shipped to the 
film exchanges and any 
turbance in Hollywood might retard, 
it is said, the flow of positive prints 
from the laboratories to the branch 
distribution offices. 

First reaction to any slowing up in 
delivery of films to theatres 
be the immediate cessation of double 
billing in thousands of 
said. Some of the 


houses, it is 


major circuits 


| this season adopted the dual program 


| policy in 





all situations with the re- 
sult that a condition of shortage of 
pictures has prevailed in scores of 
territories ever since last fall. 
Distribution managers already have 
sent circular letters to their branches 
to obtain analyses of unplayed 
business on short subjects. A re- 
turn to single features immediately 
would stimulate the booking of car- 
toons, short comedies and_ travel 
films. Hundreds of prints of shorts 
have been in film exchanges for 
months without any active circula- 


| tion, 


own | 


served notice on them to fulfill the. 
terms of the obligations and cross 


picket lints for work. They are now 
concentrating on principal players 
used in closeups, letting 
the lesser lights attend themselves. 
Picketing is being carried on in a 
desultory fashion, with not more 
than 50 at any one studio. Metro 
drew the heaviest complement of 
paraders, due to the attendance of 
the convention mob. There are only 
about 25 at the other plants and none 
is attempting to stop workers. Pick- 
ets are 
tering FMPC ‘(Federated Motion Pic- 


| ture Crafts). 


, prez of Musicians’ 


WB’s Philly Music Peace 


Philadelphia, May 4. 
Battle between Warner Bros. and 
musicians’ local, growing out of 
hurry-up agreement drawn after pit- 
boys walkout last fall, was settled in 

musicians’ favor last week. 
Agreed circuit pull 
from Fox during summer 
pay local scale in nabes. Meeting 
was held with Joseph N. Weber. 
International (28). 


cannot band 


wearing armbands with let- | 


33% Yet to Go 
A survey of the various distribu- 


itors reveals that whereas three- 
|fourths of the releasing season has 
passed, there remain actually one- 


third of the total pictures contracted | 

for exhibition awaiting 

ing the next three months. 
(Continued on page 46) 


Early 


IA Theatre Drive 
May Be Coincidental 
With H’ wood Campaign 


Drive of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes to or- 
ganize theatres not now 
may be made coincidental with strike 


{ 


general dis- | 


would | 4 
| Models, 


| War,’ 





release dur- ! 


| 
| 
| 


unionized : 


moves on the Coast. Should any 
drive of the IATSE prove coinci- | 
dental with drives in Hollywood, or 


be timed with action taken on the 
Coast, the strike threat would be- 
come national and affect not only 


the source of supply of film but the 
retail point as well. 

The IA is going forward with plans 
to organize the various workers in 
theatres of all descriptions, includ- 
ing legit, preparatory to demanding 
recognition and after that, 
tions for 


negotla- 


contracts with the various 
locals to be set up. While in the 
studios the unions which are signa- 


| tory to the five-year basic agreement 


| increases 
|others in sympathy, in 


and must | 
| pathetic 


and earlier this spring obtained 10 
may not walk out with 
the theatres 
is little doubt that such sym- 
striking wouldnt occur 
since the operators and stage hands 
are chartered by the IA. 


there 


| makers 


| day (1). Strikers refused to cross | 
picket line established by painters, 
makeup artists, hair dressers and 
scenic artists. 


through a union hiring-hall instead 


33 IN WORK AS 
WALKOUT CAME 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Major studios affected by the 
strike had 33 pictures in work when 


the call came for the walkout Fri- 
day (30). P 

Metro had five features and one 
short, including ‘Madame Walewska,’ 
‘The Firefly,’ ‘Saratoga,’ ‘You'll Be 
Married by Noon’ and ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1937.’ 

Paramount had eight in produc- 


tion. ‘Angel’ has 20 days to go; 
‘Souls at Sea’ (added scenes); ‘Last 
Train From Madrid,’ a week to go; 


‘Exclusive,’ three weeks; 
three to four 


four weeks: 


‘Artists and 
weeks: ‘Easy 


Living,’ ‘Forlorn River,’ 


two weeks, and ‘Wild Money,’ three 
weeks. 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Stella Dallas’ 


had been three weeks in production, 
and ‘Dead End’ and ‘Hurricane’ 
ready to roll Monday. Columbia had 
‘Once a Hero,’ a week to go; “Taxi 
10 days to go, and ‘Professional 
three weeks to go. At 20th- 
Fox ‘You Can't Have Everything’ 
and ‘Armored Taxi’ were in work. 
Selznick-International had “The Pris- 
oner of Zenda’ with four weeks to 
go. 

Larry Darmour has three weeks’ 
shooting on ‘Black Torrent’ for 'Co- 
lumbia release while Hal Roach had 
nearly wound up ‘Topper.’ 

U Pair in Work 

At Universal ‘West Bound Lim- 
ited’ and ‘Love in a Bungalow’ were 
in work, the former on location at 
Santa Cruz with a week to go be- 
| fore returning to the studio. ‘Bunga- 
low’ was scheduled %) wind up next | 
Wednesday. U had skeded ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ to start this week with 


Juror’ 


six weeks’ shooting schedule, and 
‘Channel Crossing,’ due to roll for | 


four weeks starting next Thursday | 


(6) 
Warners had six pix in work in- 
cluding ‘Varsity Show,’ ‘Mr. Todd 


Takes the Air,’ ‘Life of Emile Zola,’ 
‘That Certain Woman,’ ‘Angle Shoot- 


strike 


| Of existing 


were | 


}as well 


| 


er’ and ‘A Gentleman After Mid- | 
night’; also three set to start next} 
week: ‘First Lady,’ Kay Francis 
starrer; ‘The Perfect Specimen’ and 
‘Alcatraz.’ 

. ’ ts 

SUE’s Walkout 

Hollywood, May 4. 


Studio Utility Employees Local 24 
with a reputed membership of 1,700, 
called a walkout at its meeting Sun- 
day night (2), and ordered workers 
to report for picket duty at 5 a. m. 
Monday (3), 

Strike vote, 
one decision, 
Marshall, 
dent, 


three 
d by Joseph 


said tc be a -to- 
was ordere 
international vice presi- 
after Pat Casey refused it 
recognition and a union shop. 


Walkout of the 


gineers, culinary 


en- 
boiler- 


stationary 
works 
and welders 
by FMPC after most of the members 
had been off their jobs since Satur- 


five chief crafts needed for stu- 
dio production are in the studie 
basic agreement. 


Producers claimed 
than 200 workers 
orders at 


that not more 
responded to the 


the nine major 
studios, 

Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
issued the following statement after 


receiving reports from production 
managers: 
‘Our check-up with the. maior 


studios indicates that not more than 
200 persons responded to the strike 
orders. 

‘Production in all studios is pro- 
ceeding as usual and none of the 
Studios is planning any curtailment 
work schedules because 
of strike conditions. 

‘The situation is not 
critical and I believe 
reach a reasonable 


regarded as 
that we shall 


and sensible so- 


lution of the diffileulties. At the 
most, not more than 1,500 of the 
more than 40,000 studio workers are 


involved in the present dispute. 
‘No questions relating to 
or working conditions 
submitted to me, 
‘The producers are not taking an 
arbitary position by any means, and 


wages 


have been 


it should be obvious to all concerned 
that neither side can take such a 
position successfully, 


Explaining the Situation 
‘In order that the general public, 
as members of the unions 
(Continued on page 23) 
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~ -MPTOA POLLING NATION'S EXHIBS FOR 
GRASSROOT MANDATE ON PIX-RADIO 





Walter Vincent’s Committee in Action on Miami 
Convention Resolution—Big Powwow of Exhibs 


and Air Reps in N. Y. 


First serious move to the 


radio issue into the 
open is underway with the Walter 
Vincent committee of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America 
preparing to get to the bottom of 
the radio-pictures alliance by as- 
sembling facts and then determining 
whether a divorce or other demands 


should be made. 

That positive ultimatums will be 
made upon producer-distributors or 
upon radio broadcasting agencies, 
appears certain. But first the MPTOA 
committee on radio competition is 
going to collect evidence. 

The basis for complaint was laid 
at the March MPTOA convention in 
Miami when exhibitors entered their 
pleas against broadcasting by stars| 
and material from films on the air} 
and unanimously demanded that 
steps for protection be taken. Radical 
action was suggested. With this as- 
signment, Vincent’s committee, which 
includes San Pinanski, Arthur H. 
Lockwood and Lewen Pizor has de- | 
cided to go after all facts. 


Committee Plans Polls 


The group of four will first func- 
tion as a fact-finding committee, 
reserving any personal opinions. But 
the committee has a mandate to point 
out to producers that the air and 
screen are so greatly at variance 
that remedies are imperative. Com- 
mittee will take a comprehensive 
poll of theatre operators and owners 
preparatory to holding a round-table 
meeting in New York with producer- 


bring 
controversial 





7 





Metro Musicals Benefit 
Non-Metro Publishers 


Despite Metro’s own Robbins Mu- 
sic and Feist Music publishing firms, 


the recent and forthcoming series of 
Metro operettas are proving a wind- 








fall for the G. Schirmer, Inc., and 

Witmark music companies. 
‘Maytime,’ already released, and 

the forthcoming Friml operettas | 


which Metro is also producing— The | 





| WINCHELL-BERNIE LOOK 


SET FOR ANOTHER PIC 


Ben Bernie, east for his American 
Can radio programs, states that he 
and Walter Winchell will probably 
start another one for 20th Century- 
Fox in August, although technically 
they haven’t yet been notified that 
the option has been taken up. Win- 
che]l and Bernie are committed to 
the studio for three years, options 
resting with 20th, of course. Deal 
calls for one or two pictures annu- 
ally. 

Bernie states that it looks like an- 
| other picture, of course, as Jack 
Yellen and Harry Tugend are al- 
ready working on a sequel, and Win- 





| seter all over again for the Schir- | 


Firefly, ‘High Jinks’ and ‘Some | Chell is also trying to think up some- 
Time’—are all Schirmer copyrights. | thing to contribute on the scripting 
‘Mile. Modiste’ (Victor Herbert) | end. 


will fall to Witmark's renewed bene- | Winchell reportedly received $75,- 
fit from the screen plugging just as} | 000 for his first film chore, ‘Wake Up 
‘Will You Remember?’ out of ‘May-| and Live,’ and Bernie collected 
time’ is currently becoming a best | $50,000. 

From Beverly Hillis, Winchell like- 
| wise confirms that, technically, he 
| hasn’t been optioned. 


Water Under the Bridge; 
Murphy’s Then and Now 


mer company. 


Similarly, Metro’s screen operetta 
versions of ‘Rose-Marie’ and ‘Naugh- | 
ty Marietta’ (MacDonald-Eddy co- | 
| starrers, akin to ‘Maytime’) proved 
clicks for the basic copyright own- 
ers, and did not register on behalf | 
of Metro-Robbins-Feist, as would be | 
the case if they were screen origi- | 











nals. Hollywood, May 4. 
Only dead pan at ground-breaking 
for $2,000,000 CBS studio on Sunset 
SAILINGS | boulevard was Joe Murphy, who 
May 19 (New York to London)|came to Hollywood with Dave 


Sol Hurok (Normandie). | Horsley and Al 
May 19 (London to New York) | ago. 

Jack Thompson Veitch (Queen On the exact spot where Donald 

Mary). |W. Thornburgh, v.p. of Columbia 


Christie 26 years 





distributors and radio broadcasting 


reps. |and Mrs. 


The latter would be included either 
to hear demands backed by theatre 
strength, plus some likely producer- 
distributor support, or to be told 
that definite reforms will be neces- 
sary in presentation of film material 
on the air if the practice is to be 
continued. 

Although exhibitors attending the 
MPTOA Miami conclave determined 
no quarter should be given in a 
battle to keep films off radio to the 
detriment to theatres, it is under- 
stood the Vincent committee will 
issue a questionnaire and get ex- 
hibitors attitudes in writing. 

To avoid any charges in defense of 
radio that only a certain class of 
exhibitors oppose radio, operators of 
all types of theatres will be can- 
vassed. When the results are in, the 
committee will have something con- 
crete to present in the case entrusted 
to it by Ed L. Kuykendall, president 
of the MPTOA, a stout defender of 
exhibitors who resist radio. 

Regardless of the personal opinions 
of the Vincent committeemen, ex- 
pectation is that it will be duty- 
bound to proceed entirely in line 
with what is shown to be the con- 
census of opihion of operators when 
the questionnaires are received. 

Passing Up The MPPDA 

After the exhibitor poll, the con- 
ference in New York will bring in 
as many producer and distributor 
representatives as possible. Presum- 


ably representatives of the Hays’ 


office will be invited but the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors of America will not be included, 
so it is said. 

During the winter a ssinnditee 
to study the radio-pictures situation 
was supposed to have been appointed 
through the Hays’ office, but it never 
materialized and nothing was done. 
Committee was to have been M. N. 
Schenck, Harry M. Warner and M. H. 
Aylesworth, 

The Vincent committee is said to 
feel one demand will be certain. 
That is that if picture people con- 
tinue on the air, they must be pre- 
sented as efficiently on the ether as 
they are in pictures so there can 
be no detraction from their screen 
appearances, 

Moreover, any scenes or portions 
from pictures must be done with 
the same care as at studios where 
millions are spent putting scenes 
together. Casual appearances of 
players on the air would be out and 
the radio people would be required 
to match the efficiency of studios. 
This is reported to be the tentative 
opinion of the Vincent committee in 
the event any compromise is to be 
reached, 


May 15 (New York to Naples) Mr. | chain on the coast, dug in his shovel 
John Byram (Conte di | while Al Jolson, Jack Oakie, Harry 
Savoia). | Einstein, Victor Moore, Shaw and 
May -13 (London to New York) | Lee, Bobby Breen led 2,000 peasants 
Senator Murphy (Normandie). |into giving three rousing cheers, 
May 8 (New York to Hollywood) | Murphy did a similar ditch-digger’s 


Mr. and Mrs. Abel Green (Santa | routine on Nov. 2, 1911 for a picture 
Paula). | studio. 
May 7 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) | Picture studio has gone the way of 
Dolly Tree (Malolo). | all flesh, and by next November 
May 5 (London to New York) | radio chain expects to be fairly 
Alexander Korda, S. R. Kent (Ile de | ready for action. Studio will have 
France). a theatre, a 1,050-seater, for palm- 


slammers. 

First picture, ironically, Murph’s 
mob made in the picture studio 
which is no more, was called, ‘The 
Best Man Wins.’ 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Charles Curran. 

Ned E. Depinet. 

Abel Green. 

Mrs. Rufus Le Maire. 
Barrett S. McCormack. 
Bob Millford. 

Oscar F. Neu. 
Tommy Rockwell. 

A. A. Schubart. 
Joseph N. Weber. 
Henry Wilcoxon. 


ARRIVALS 


Jeannette C. Power, Mary Pick- 
ford, Vera Engels, John L. Day, Jr., 
Harlan Thompson, J. J. Shubert, 
Poa Crouse, Dr. Herbert T. Kal- 

mus. 


May 5 (London to New York) Os- | 
ear Homolka (Aquitania). 

May 4 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Artur Rodzinski, Mr. and 
Mrs. Serge Koussevitsky, Igor Stra- 
vinsky, Nadia Boulanger, Eric W. 
Korngold, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dush- 
kin, Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Sachse, 
Olga Petrova, Trudi Schoop Ballet, 
Angna Enters, Thamara Swerskaya, 
Sigur Leeder, Terry Lawlor, David 
Liffidins, Dario and Diane, Merrill 
Abbott Dancers (Paris). 

May 4 (New York to London) 
Vyvyan Donner (Bremen). 

May 4 (New York to London) 
Charlotte Greenwood, Martin 
Broones, Libby Holman, Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, Gertrude Law- 
rence (Queen Mary). 

May 4 (New York to London) 
Peter Maurice, Gracie Fields, 
Jimmy Phillips (Berengaria).’ 

May 3 (New Zealand to Los An- 
geles) Sir Harry Lauder (Monterey). 

April 28 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu) Gloria Stuart (Mariposa). 














tiedia Film Broadcasts 


4 . ‘A Star Is Born’ 


Recipient of radio buildup via Campbell Soup’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ last 
Friday (30) over CBS was ‘A Star Is Born’ (Selznick-UA). Impressive 
cast was hauled before the mike, Fredric March, Janet Gaynor, Adolphe 
Menjou, May Robson, Andy Devine and William Wellman (director) taking 
parts they had in pic. 

Altogether, it was punchy radio entertainment and seems likely to re- 
alize whatever b.o. hypo may be found in the ether medium. Present, 
of course, is that inevitable question of how much success of such a pro- 
gram is.attributable to the treatment given it by the radio producers and 
how much to the inherent qualities of the story itself. In this case, ‘Star 
Is Born’ appears to be well suited to radio adaptation. 

Acting was distinctly convincing for most of the period. As the rising 
film star heroine of the yarn, Janet Gaynor was vibrantly persuasive. 
That was all the more noticeable considering the strangely constrained 
performance of Fredric March, as the ebbing pic star. Only in the love 
scenes near the close did actor let himself go. Adolphe Menjou, May 
Robson and Andy Devine, all were creditable in brief parts. 

‘A Star Is Born’ was compressed into the time requirements satisfac- 
torily. If anything, the radio version may have unveiled too much plot. 
If it didn’t explain the ending at any length, it at least offered more than 
a hint of the denouement. Wellman, who directed the pic, appeared on 
the show to lay groundwork for dramatization. Part stretched much too 
long, however, becoming running comment throughout the action. ‘Star Is 
Born’ is in its second week at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. 





| ‘Cafe Metropole’ proves how deeply it’s 


— 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hollywood’s Candied Candor 

‘A Star Is Born’ is the first heart-to-heart about Hollywood that’s shown 
any regard for the sensibilities of the fans. It has the consideration, jn 
telling all, to tell all the way they like to hear it. Tenderly bearing in 
mind that the fans won’t march upon the box office to have their feeings 
hurt and their beliefs belittled, with loving kindness it rebolsters their 
idols and reaffirms their dreams. 

Procedure of letting down one’s hair need involve no more than wun. 
pinning the prettiest curls. It is possible to be frank and still not cut 
everybody up. When ‘A Star Is Born’ confides how naughty some fans 
can be, clawing for autographs at funerals—it only goes to show how 
highly it esteems its own fans; it can talk to them like a brother, for they 
are not that sort. In pointing out the black-heartedness of Hollywood 
press agents and column chatterers, it’s only showing up the wicked 
prophets of those other fans—its own fans don’f fall for prophets; they're 
too intelligent, they know too much to be taken in by yokel-bluffing: 
they’re in on the inside. 

Nice bright people that they are, they rate, and they shall get, the best. 
They shall see in Technicolor the Hollywood they’ve imagined, it shall be 
actually demonstrated to them that they’re right—that it’s more important 
to be a picture star than anything else in the world. They shall witness a 
travelogue that is not content to reveal merely for hisorically accurate 
background the spots now hallowed for all time because it has been re- 
corded in fan mags and columns that sometimes they have been granted 
the presence of the Hollywood gods—they shall exult to the sight of these 
blessed shrines in action, see each sacred place play its own special part in 
the plot, watch each one provide with its own peculiar significance and 
relative importance, progressive motivation and build-up for this con- 
temporary, but none the less inspirational, Pilgrim’s Progress. Thus a 
symphony concert in the Hollywood Bowl comes early (good), the fights 
at the Hollywood Legion Stadium midway (better), the premiere at Grau- 
man’s Chinese last (best). 

Yes it’s true—everybody’s kind in Hollywood, everybody's earnest, 
everybody's bright, everything is beautiful. No less lovely and gracious 
a lady than Peggy Wood discourages you at Central Casting, no less charm- 
ing and indulgent a fellow than Adolphe Menjou can be persuaded to give 
you a break. Even a star on the wane is as engaging, as honorable, as 
clever, as handsome, as altogether attractive as Fredric March. In fact 
in this dreams-come-true Hollywood, Fredric March—waning, mind you— 
has never been so appealing, while Janet Gaynor, ascending lickety-split, 
acquires in clear-cut stages right before your eyes, poise, presence, dig- 
nity, chic, a sense of humor, the ability to think up and toss off smoothly 
brightly pointed lines, without sacrificing any of her basic gentleness or 
nobility of character. As nice a girl as you could possibly imagine, and 
at the same time as glamorous as they can get. Fine people in a fine 
production convincing lots and lots of fine fans that they’re right, they've 
always been right—heart-to-heart, Hollywood and picture stars surpass, 
even, their idealism of it all. 





New Trend in Fictional Q-Popping 

Taking cognizance of the fact that these days proposals of marriage 
are not hanging from every tree, all the best pictures now present their 
own proposals the hard way, too. (A trend.) In ‘a Star Is Born,’ Janet 
Gaynor can scarcely hear Fredric March’s honest offer, so tumultuous is 
the prizefight sequence in which at last it’s wrung from him. 

Arriving a little later, and therefore with the very newest developments, 
probed into current mores in 
coming out with the discovery that indeed, it’s up to the girl to pop the 
question, if anything sanctioned’s going to happen. As a matter of fact, in 
arranging for Loretta Young to ask Tyrone Power, and putting it amidst 
surrounding screaming and yelling, ‘Cafe Metropole’ has created its most 
life-like scene. In its alert report on contemporary behavior, ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole’ has found that a girl’s got to clear her way to the altar, fighting 
every step. 

While it may seem strange that a girl as starry-eyed as Miss Young 
should be compelled to put up such a battle to nail Mr. Power, consider 
the dusky eyes, the somnolent lids, of Mr. Power himself. They are said 
to be a popular subject for spring musings. Furthermore, though perhaps 
he does over-do the lock tumbling boyishly over his brow, Mr. Power 
has the advantage of looking at ease in his perfect clothes, whereas Miss 
Young is never quite sure about hers. They are more dramatic than Miss 
Young’s been used to, and they scare her a little. She tries to compromise 
with them, pinning a clip here, adding some veils to her hat there, timidly 
seeking to assert her authority over them, but she doesn’t quite make it. 
For all her gestures are in the direction of. bad addition, while the cos- 
tumes themselves are so powerfully sweeping in line, subtraction alone 
could subdue them. 

This conflict, coming on top of her major engagement, harasses Miss 
Young into not always giving the best that’s in her. Helen Westley. for 
example, has no such problems, and so everything she says and does 
hits the very center of the mark. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


L. F. Alstock. 
Ethel Barrymore. 
Don Becker. 
Russell Birdwell. 
Larry Blake. 
George Dembow. 
Douglas Fairbanks. 
Gracie FTelds. 
Robert Gillham. 
Ben Hecht. 
Arthur Hornblow. 
Barbara Keon. 
Jack Kingsberry. 
Fred Kohlmar. 
Myrna Loy. 
Herman Robbins. 
Eddie Selzer. 
David O. Selznick. 
J. J. Sullivan. 
Harlan Thompson. 
William Wellman. 
Eleanor Whitney. 
Jock Whitney. 


KERN AILING, DUNNE 
ASSIGNED ‘RIO RITA’ 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Jerome Kern’s heart ailment has 
caused RKO Radio to sidetrack the 
entire Kern-Dorothy Fields-Felix 
Young production unit. It, was to 
have been the Irene Dunne starrer. 
Instead she will make ‘Rio Rita. 

Medicos told the veteran com- 
poser, Kern, to take it easy for some 
months, hence the indef postpone- 
ment. 








Air Names Dominate 
Cast of Par’s ‘This Way’ 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Paramount is stressing radio per- 
sonalities in the cast of ‘This Way, 














° Please, which Mel Schauer will 

Garland May Etherize produce with Robert Florey direct 
ing. 

> “ Already lined up are Buddy 

Reviews of the New Pix |. Aes? ime? um FS Fibber 

McGee and ,Molly, latter making 

Robert Gertend. 2 sas their screen debut. Negotiations 

ober arland, film critic of The are on for Mary Livingstone (Mrs. 


N. Y. American, is reported going on | Jack Benny). 
the air doing reviews of the new | Cameras roll next Monday (10). 
pictures. | 
Eileen Creelman, film crick of the| HOPE HAMPTON’S U TEST 
Eve. Sun, did recent auditions el Hollywood, May 4. 
the air to feature Hollywood film Hope Hampton, considered fo: 
gossip, sponsored by the makers of| musical at Universal, has had €*- 
Pyrocide toothpaste. Nothing has| tensive testing. 








been closed with her as yet. Warbled five try-out numbers. 
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ONLY 3 PIX ST 


Alleged Advertising in Pix Irks 


Exhibs; 20th-Fox Issues a Denial 


ce 


Chicago, May 4. 

Asserted growing practice of pro- 
ducers to insert commercial shots is 
irritating exhibitors locally. Allied, 
in annual convention in Milwaukee 
this month will discuss this ‘seem- 
ingly unintential commercialism’ of 
pictures. 

While exhibitors agree they have 
no proof that commercial inserts are 


deliberate on the part of the com- 
panies, or are paid for by adver- 
tisers getting the plug, they insist 
they resent the commercial aspect. 
What’s more important, picture-go- 
ers have openly squawked, they 
aver. 








20th Fox Warns Exhibs 

Taking cognizance of action by a 
New England group of indie exhibs in 
passing a resolution condemning a 
scene in ‘Wake Up and Live’ as ad- 
vertising through an arrangement 
with General Motors, 20th Century- 
Fox has demanded a retraction. At- 
torneys for 20th-Fox threaten to 
hold Independent Exhibitors, Inc., 





responsible if a retraction is not 
made and if the resolution is again | 
published in exhibs‘ monthly bulle- | 
tin. Scene complained of showed | 
Broadway with advertising signs, in- | 
cluding G.M. ad. 

Twentieth-Fox noted in a letter 
sent Independent Exhibitors, Inc., 
that the resolution urged members 
to eliminate the advertising sign by 
a slight misframe. The film com- 
pany called attention to the stand- | 
ard contract which forbids altering | 
any part of a print. 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Doris Kenyon has been set for 
Lucky Strike’s radio program July 
1 and will also play the lead in a} 
technicolor commercial short, to be| 
produced at Selznick-International | 
Studio, to exploit Luckies for the 
American Tobacco Co, Roland Reed 
directs. 


Plans Laid for 
20-Fox L.A. Meet: 
Schenck on Deck 


Hollywood, May 4. 


Returning to the Coast last Friday 
(30) from two months in Havana and 
Miami, Joseph M. Schenck announced 
plans for the company’s annual con- 
vention to be held here May 30 to 
June 3. Schenck voyaged through the 
Panama canal on his new yacht, sail- 
ing from New York with Jay Paley 
and Mr. and Mrs. Lew Wertheimer 
as guests. 














Business sessions will be at the | 
Ambassador hotel where visiting | 
Salesmen and executives will be | 
quartered. A special train from New 
York will bring a large eastern con- | 
tingent, including representatives 
from Australia, South and Central | 
America, Canada, Great Britain, 


Continental Europe and the Far| 
East. 


From overseas will come W. J.| 
Hutchinson, foreign manager, Lon- 
don; R. Sutton Dawes, British sales | 
director, London; S. S. Crick and 
Charles Munro, Australia; Dell Good- 
man, Far Eastern manager; W. W. 
Sullivan, A. Paucker and T. Isdahl, 
European sales managers. | 


The New York delegation will in- 
clude John D. Clark, general sales 
manager; W. C. Michel, executive 
Vice-president; Sidney Towell, trea- | 
Surer; Felix A. Jei€cins, general 
counsel; Spyros Skouras, £. W. Ham- 
mons, Jack Skirball and Harvey Day. 

Total attendance will run between 
400 and 500 making it the bigest 


Sales get-together ever staged by 
‘ & ge staged by 
20th-Fox, 





Litho’ing the Boss 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Samuel Goldwyn studio has 
put out a one-sheet blurbing the 
Satevepost’s biog titled ‘The 
Great Goldwyn,’ by Alva John- 
ston starting May 8. Describing 
Goldwyn as ‘Hollywood’s Fore- 
most Producer,’ the poster adds 
come-on that Johnston’s opus 
will be ‘the lowdown on the 
motion picture industry.’ 
Square-foot halftone of Gold- 
wyn embellishes the sheet. 





bs 








8 MUSICALS ON 


WARNER SLATE: 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Warners has eight musicals listed 
for the coming season, the most am- 
bitious lineup ever scheduled by the 
company, 

Roster includes ‘The Singing Ma- 
rine,’ now cutting; ‘Varsity Show’ 
and ‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air,’ shoot- 
ing; ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ with Benny 
Goodman’s band; ‘French, Dark and 
Handsome,’ the next Fernand Gravet 
starrer; ‘Campus Scandals,’ ‘Radio 
Jamboree’ and the 1938 edition of 
‘Gold Diggers.’ 


STATUS QUO ON 20TH, 
MG, GB; KENT EN ROUTE 


London, May 4. 
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th 








| Century-Fox, sails for the States to- 


morrow (Wednesday). 
In so tar as can be ascertained 
there is a deal in the making be- 


tween the American film interests 
in Gaumont-British and local par- 
ties concerning the disposal of the 
American-owned shares in GB. 
Whether one has been consummated 
is not indicated. The latest angle 
would have John Maxwell interests 
trying to purchase the Ostrer hold- 
ings again. That's a strange twist 
on the whole situation. 

Kent, who has been on general 
20th-Fox company business, while 
here, has also been listening to local 
offers for the purchase of his com- 
pany’s GB shares, and those owned 
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. J. Robert 
Rubin, Metro general counsei, also 
has been listening along with Kent. 
Just what has transpired definitely 
is not known. 

What is known, however, is that 
the John Maxwell interests renewed 
their bidding for the purchase of 
the combined 20th Century-Fox and 
Metro shares in GB. The Maxwell 
bid was $7,000,000 to $8,000,000. 





Due in New York Tuesday (11), 
Kent plans to leave for the Coast 
May 15 or 16 for opening of the 20th- 
Fox sales convention there May 30. 
He will be accompanied west by John 
D. Clark, general sales manager, and 
Charles E. McCarthy, advertising- 
publicity director. 


‘MARCH OF TIME’ HAS 
FEATURE PROD. YEN 


March of Time, Inc., is serious 


' about making one or more features. 


Execs have two stories under con- 
sideration. No production will be 
undertaken until fall. 

‘March of Time’ monthly releases 
will be as usual. Releasing medium 
is not set as yet on the features. It 
appears doubtful that any short sub- 
jects such as ‘Liie’ will be tried. 


DEAPITE BREAK 





Not So Badly Hit—Only 
3 of 12 Below Their 1936 





Figures. 
APPRECIATION 
Despite the recent stock market 
slump and climactic selling wave 
last week, picture company issues 
continued generally to hold their 


a year ago. Of 12 film company 


low their 1936 quotations 
seven were listed at 11 or 
points above prices in similar period 


more 


last year. 

Just how strong picture issues are 
currently, as compared with a year 
ago, is vividly shown by their enor- 
mous appreciation in value during 
that period. The 12 representative 
stocks now reveal an appreciation 
of $168,748,787 over the low prices 
recorded in comparable period of 
1936. This is only slightly below 
the appreciation figure shown at the 
close of 1936 as compared with the 
quotations of 12 months before. 

Of the film stocks checked, Loew, 
the three Paramount issues, Warner 
Bros. preferred, and both 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox shares were selling $11 or 


Leader in point of advance and 
also in appreciation among the com- 


as the bellwether of the picture 
group. At the close of last week, 
Loew was quoted at $76.25 per share 
or $33.25 above 1936 price. This rep- 
resented an appreciation of $49,795,- 
200. Paramount common, which was 
up 14 points from the price of a 
year ago, showed a tilt in valuation 
of $33,194,000. 

Paramount’s first preferred, which 
boasted the sensational gain of 933% 
points over 1936, brought an appre- 
ciation figure of $18,675,000. This 
stock finished the past week at just 
below $155 per share, despite its 
heavy slump, while a year ago it was 
quoted at $61.50. 

Col. and U. Off 


The three stocks that turned up 
with a small loss were both Colum- 
bia Picture issues and Universal pre- 
ferred. In the instance of both com- 
panies, special situations affected 
the stock values. Wall Street classed 
all three stocks as having had ex- 
cellent moves while other picture 
issues were not doing anything on 
the upside. Columbia Pictures cer- 
tificates (common) were pushed up 
to nearly $100 per share before the 
stock was split up on a 2-for-1 basis. 
A new preferred stock also was is- 
sued. Both actions have figured in 
holding them back in the market. 
Universal preferred spurted to well 
above $100, and only recently 
dropped below the century mark. 


quoted a year ago, all three stocks 
showed a total monetary decline of 
less than $1,000,000. 

The recent declines in the stock 
market were not exactly a surprise 
to traders in the street who have 
kept account of financial affairs on 
a yearly basis because there was a 
similar slump at this time in 1936 
with the peak of selling reached also 
in the final week in April. Only re- 
markable part is that picture issues 
have held ground so well since the 
film companies soon will be entering 
the so-called slow summer months. 
In numerous previous years, stocks 
of film companies have begun to 
falter, in discounting the box office 
slump by this time of the year 

That numerous shares of picture 
|companies have resisted general 
market weakness is perhaps a clear 
indication of the changed Wal! Street 
j attitude towards the film industry. 





heads well above prices being quoted 
| 


stocks, only three were selling be- | 
while | 


OCKS OFF 








‘Sharp Wall St. Sell-Off Last | 


Week Saw Amusements | 


Iecuire Hein) iD |Wall St. Talking a $5,000,000 


BR. for UA Production: Selznick’s 





Partnership Ideas; 


Gordon’s Plaint 





Hollywood, May 4. 
‘We're making money, but in 
the wrong era,’ is Max Gordon's 
now quite w. k. Hollywood war- 


cry. This is whenever Uncle 
Sam and taxes come up for 
discussion. 


Gordon is returning to Broad- 
way legit production but, with 
Harry Goetz, he’s still retaining 
a film production interest when 
‘The Women’ is ready to be 
filmed. Distrib not set yet on 
it. Gordon meantime has washed 
up at RKO and his Mervyn 
LeRoy production deal has been 
sidetracked, 











METRO'S 44-52 





more above the 1936 figures. And | 
two others were quoted at 3 or 
more points above this time last 
year. 


| ductions. 
| year 
mon issues was Loew, always classed | 








Even though selling below the prices | 


NEAT SEASON 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer at the an- 
nual sales convention in session here 
today announced for the exhibition 
season of 1937-38 a minimum of 44 





: ; | 
feature pictures and a maximum of | 


52. There will be in addition 194 
short subject releases. New distribu- 
tion schedules start August 1. 
Largest star roster the company 
ever has assembled also is announced 


| for appearances in the various pro- 


new | ,. 4 ; 
| tion financing affiliate known as Art 


| Cinema, which firm was headed by 


Outstanding in the 
will be Rudyard Kipling’s 
‘Kim,’ co-starring Freddie Bartholo- 
mew and Robert Taylor; ‘Tell It to 
the Marines,’ with Jean Harlow, 
Taylor and Spencer Tracy; ‘Rosalie,’ 
with Eleanor Powell and Nelson 
Eddy; ‘Three Comrades,’ Erich Re- 
marque’s sequel to ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front’; ‘The Girl of the 
Golden West,’ with Jeannette Mac- 
Donald and Nelson Eddy; ‘Idiot's 
Delight,” with Clark Gable, and 
William Powell and Myrna Loy in 
‘The Return of the Thin Man.’ 

Bonuses and cash awards amount- 
ing to two weeks’ salary were 
passed out by W. F. Rogers, sales 
chief at Metro, to branch offices 
winning last billing competition. 
Two topnotch district managers also 
shared in the spoils, 

High exchanges were Chicago, 
Portland, Buffalo, Salt Lake City 
and Cleveland. Based on last sea- 
son’s results, Charlotte, N. C., was 
named the best distribution spot in 
the MG exchange lineup. Gravy 
went to Lou Amacher, Portland, 
and Maurice Saffle, Salt Lake City, 
for cleaning up territory with only 
one account unsold. 

Thirty-two cities in the United 
States and six in Canada are repre- 
sented by 262 executives, district and 
resident managers, salesmen, book- 
ers and others who arrived last Sun- 
day (2) for the five-day powwow. 





Confabs Due 


There are bankers downtown who 
have been considering the possibility 


of a financing arrangement for 
United Artists, but the indications 
are that this matter is rather re- 


mote at the moment. Whether such 
a question shall come up at the an- 
nual meeting of United Artists 
shareholders is one of those open 
things with nary an official wink 
about the situation’s possibilities. 

It has been known in the trade 
for some time that downtown bank- 
ers had been thinking of a plan 
whereby to offer production coin to 
topnotch and qualified producers se- 
lected by U.A. for association with 
| this company. The amount of money 
| involved was put at around $5,000,000. 

That's the sum which was to have 
been available. 

At the same time there was talk 
about a possible public flotation on 
behalf of U.A., and it is this angle 
which has the trade and downtown 
circles talking now. 

U.A.’s distribution has that appeal- 
ing angle for the money men but 
whatever does happen, and if it does, 
the action would have to get the 
approval of U.A.’s five owners. These 
are Charles Chaplin, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Mary Pickford, Alexander 
Korda and Samuel Goldwyn. 

It had been mentioned that certain 
of these shareholders had been of- 
fered as much as_ $1,000,000 to 
$1,500,000 for their individual ends 
in U.A. 

Chaplin, however, is figured not 
to dispose of his interest regardless, 
and so far as known the other share- 
holders are ‘of the same attitude. 

United Artists once had a produc- 





Joseph M. Schenck, until liquidated. 
What may be contemplated in the 
minds of bankers and others regard- 
ing U.A. now looks to be something 
along this same line. 
od Selznick’s Yen 

Selznick-International is known to 
be interested in becoming a _ pro- 
ducer-owner in United Artists Dis- 
tributing Corp., with which it now 
has a releasing arrangement, but 
whether the interest could be ob- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Police Gazette Squawks 
Because of ‘Klondike’ 


Because Mae West was shown 
reading the Police Gazette in the 
picture, ‘Klondike Annie,’ Paramount 
Productions, Inc., was named defen- 
dant in an infringement action filed 
yesterday (Tuesday) in the Federal 
Court, N. Y. 

Plaintiff is the National Police 
Gazette Corp. and complains its 
sheet was exhibited without consent. 
Asks the usual! injunction, account- 
ing and damages. 


Poe Out of Melody 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Maurice Conn has purchased the 











Eastern and midwestern contingent, | interest of Coy Poe, personal man- 
including most of the home office | ager of Pinky Tomlin in Melody Pic- 


| delegation, arrived Sunday morning 


via special train over the Santa Fe, 
(Continued on page 61) 


Summary of Rise in Pix 


tures Corp., for a reported $12,500. 

Poe remains with Melody as music 
| department chief until third musical 
| starring Tomlin is completed. 


———<< 





Co. Stocks 


1 Dollar 

Company. Price,1936. Last Week. Change. Appreciation. 
ee ee 3214 —1%4 x$548,450 
Col. Pies. DEG, sisccsa @& 42 —4 x300,000 
Ee Eee ae 43 T6\% 33% 49,795,200 
Paramount husaas 774 215, 14 33,194,000 
Paramount ist pfd... 6142 15475 935% 18,675,000 
Paramount 2d pfd.... 8°, 20 11% 7,233,750 
4 Ze fLvseus 54 8%, 3 7,732,662 
BON Ncksenesaee< 233, 3774 4 23,828,000 
20th-Fox pfd. ....... 3143 4534 147, 14,548,625 
Jniversal pfd. ...... 95 83 —7 x 126,000 
Warner Bros......... 9% 4 1314 3% 13,419,750 
Warner Bros. pfd. ... 46'2 59 12%2 1,296,250 


Net Total 


x Decline in value. 


eoeeees $168,748,787 
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Saini Comes to L. A, Bic Goes 
Blooey; ‘Wake Up’ $27,000, 2 Sites; 
‘Woman Chases’ $12,500 Into Tills 





Los Angeles, May 4. 
Summer weather has set in with a 
vengeance, cutting down trade ma- 
terially. Grosses generally are off, 
but this is to be expected as locals 
require from four to six weeks of | 
the ordinary summer weather before | 
they are ready to pass up the moun- | 
tains and the beaches in favor of the 
air-cooled picture houses. 
‘Wake Up and Live’ is headed for | 
a combined $27,500 at the State- 
Chinese, while Paramount is de-| 
pending largely on a name stage unit | 


to draw ‘em in currently. Colum- 
bia’s two-a-day road show, ‘Lost! 
Horizon,’ at the Four Star, is begin- | 
ning to fall off, in common with rest | 
of town, and three or four more | 
weeks should see a windup. 
Widely publicized ‘Woman Chases | 
Man’ is faring oke at the ndinened 
Warner houses. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- | 
55-75)—Wake Up and Live’ (20th) | 
and ‘Song of the City’ (MG) dual. 
Biz off, in keeping with rest of town | 
but at $12,000, oke. Last week, 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) solo, brought 
$13,400, several hundred better than | 
anticipated. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- | 
65)—‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and | 
‘Men In Exile’ (FN) dual. Sam | 
Goldwyn’s hoke pic drawing average | 
trade here at $5,500. Last week, | 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB) and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (FN), below expectations 
at $5,200. | 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (8th 


week). Starting to feel the strain. 
Last week, seventh, satisfactory, 
$6.200. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
‘Men In Exile’ (FN), dual. Trade a 
little better on the boulevard than 
at day-dater downtown, but at $7,000 
far from big. Last week, ‘Call It a 
Day’ (WB) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(FN), just a trifle below $6,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Circus Girl’ (Rep) and ‘A Fam- 
ily Affair’ (MGA), dual, and vaude. 
Will be lucky to hit $6,000, not so 
good. Last week, ‘Her Husband Lies’ 
(Par) and ‘Navy Spy’ (GN) with 
Gus Van topping vaude show, fair, 
$6,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Woman I Love’ (RKO) and ‘Too 
Many Wives’ (RKO), dual. Stepping 
out this week and will hit. nifty 
$8,000 on eight days. Last week, 
‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN) and ‘Girl 
Loves Boy’ (GN) very poor $3,600. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) 
and stage show. Buddy Rogers top- 
ping stage show, with Connie Bos- 
well as added attraction, but not so 
hot at $13,500. Last week, third of 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), brought 
sweet $14,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) and “Too Many Wives’ 
(RKO), dual. At $9,000 on eight 
days will be profitable. Last week, 
‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN) and ‘Girl 
Loves Boy,’ $3,300, lowest take,in a 
long time and plenty of grief. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG), dual. Pretty 
consistent trade here and at $15,500 
wili be plenty okay. Last week, 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA), solo billed, $15,- 
400, as expected. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—Star Is Born’ (UA) and 

in the Army Now’ (GB), 


*You’re 
dual. On moveover for continued 





good $7,000. 





D’Orsay in person. Combo is doing 
bang-up biz at $16,000 pace. Last 
week, ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB), with 
help of an all-girl Bowes amateur 
unit, got terrific $17,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG). Dual okay at b.o;; 
Last week, ‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) and ‘Song of City’ 
(MG), fair $6,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Silent Barriers’ ae and ‘Step 
Lively, Jeeves’ (20th). Good enough 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Head Over Heels’ 
(GB) and ‘I May Live’ (20th), fair 
$2,000. 


STAR’ SHINES 
IN FRISCO, 
$11,000 


San Francisco, May 4. | 
‘A Star Is Born’ is drawing swell | 
biz at the United Artists, where the 
new Selznick picture opened Thurs- 
day (29). Janet Gaynor and Fredric 
March well liked in this one, which 
is regarded by local crix as the best 
tint job yet done by Technicolor, 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 30-35)— 
‘Tundra’ (All-Star) and ‘Follow My 
Heart’ (Rep). Getting some Marion 
Talley fans with the second picture 
which has been on the shelf for 
months waiting for a first-run book- 
ing, but not enough to raise take 
over $2,000, poor. House may go 
dark after this week. Last week, 
‘Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round’ (UA) 
and ‘Call of Wild’ (UA), struck a 
new low for the house at $1,500. 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—“Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th) and ‘Song of the 
City’ (MG) (2nd wk). Should do 
fine $13,000 on the holdover, which 











Lis better biz than some first weeks 


in this house, Last week, same pic, 
big $22,000. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (10th 
wk). Remarkable strength of road- 
show has made it necessary for 


Geary to postpone opening of 
‘Brother Rat.’ Last week pic got 
$7,000, good. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-55) 
—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and vaude. 
(2nd wk). Lucky to get so-so $10,000 
on the holdover. Although pic has 
good b.o. names in Hopkins and 
Muni, theme of the story is too de- 
pressing. Last week nice $16,500. 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 40-55)— 
‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col) and ‘Night 
Key’ (U). Upped admish responsible 
for fair b. 0. showing of $6,500. Last 
week ‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and 
‘California Straight Ahead’ (U), dis- 
appointed at $7,500. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘That I May 
Live’ (20th). The topper on this bill 








first run, with second feature added, 
should be okay at $5,500. Last week 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Mid- 
night Taxi’ (20th), weak $3,200. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘You're in 
the Army Now’ (GB) dual. Biz 
jumping around four grand for neat 
$9.000. Last week ‘Personal Prop- 
er’ (MG) and ‘Midnight Taxi (20th), 
pretty weak $5000. 


‘Wake Up,’ $16.000, 


Denver’s B. 0. Pacer 








Denver, May 4. 
‘Wake Up and Live’ is the stand- 
out currently, but other first-runs 
are also okay. 


Estimates for This Weck 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep). Nice biz at $4,000, 
and moves to Broadway for second 
week. Last week, ‘Fifty Roads’ 
(20th) got big $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Fifty Roads’ (20th), following a 
week at the Aladdin. Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG), sec- 
ond and last week of roadshow, got 
geod $6,500 

Denham 
40'\—‘Love from Stranger’: (UA). 
O'-ay en®uth at $6,500. Last: week. 
‘Tr 'ornes’ (Par), fair $5,000. 

“emver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and Fifi 


‘(Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- | 








is first Republic release to get break 
{in a class first-run in a long time. 
Looks headed for fair $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par), $13,000, fair. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400: 35-55) 
—‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par). Good $5,000 in 
sight for this bill, which is move- 
over from the Paramount. Last week, 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘A Fam- 
ily Affair’ (MG) (3d run), $4,500, 
good. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Indicates 
reaching great $11,000. Holding them 
out at the matinees as well as at 
night. Last week, ‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ did considerably less than $5,- 
000, poor. 





LE BARON’S CUNARDER PIC 
Hollywood, May 4. 
William LeBaron will produce a 
Paramount feature based on the his- 
tory of the Cunard-White Star Line. 
| Tentative title is ‘Ruler of the 
Sea.’ 











Kraly Scripts Pens’ Pic 
Hollywood, May 4. 
| Hans Kraly is writing the screen 
play for ‘Born.to Sing,’ starring Lily 
Pons, for RKO. 
Jesse L. Lasky produces. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 7 

Aster—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (11). 

Capitol—‘Call 
(WB). 

Central—‘That I May Live’ 
(20th) (8). 

Criterian—' Make Way for To- 
morrow’ (Par) (8). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(10th wk). 

Music Hall—‘A Star Is Born’ 
(UA) (3d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Internes Can’t 
Take Money’ (Par) (5). | 

Rialto—'Way Out West’ (MG) 


It a Day’ 


(Col) 


(3). 
Rivoli — ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 


Roxy—Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 

Strand — ‘Prince and the 
Pauper’ (WB) (5). 

Week of May 14 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Capitol—‘They Gave Him a 
Gun’ (MG) (13). 

Central—‘23'2 Hours to Live’ 
(GN) (15). 

Glebe — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(llth wk). 

Music Hall—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) (13). 

Paramount — ‘Internes -Can’t . 
Take Money’. (Par) (2d wk). 


(Col) 


Rialto — ‘Mountain Justice’ 
(WB) (10). 
Rivoli — ‘Cafe Metropole’ 


(20th) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Talk About the Devil’ 
(GB). 

Strand — ‘Prince and the 
Pauper’ (WB) (2d wk). 











BB., Circus, Etc., 
Boft Cincy Pix; 
Bette OK $11,000 


Cincinnati, May 4. 

Beaucoup opposish for pix trade 
currently has combined biz of ace 
houses .at so-so level. ‘Marked 
Woman’ is the frade pacer, chalking 
up $11,000 for the Palace, nearly a 
grand ahead of ‘Woman I Love’ at 
the Albee. ‘Good Old Soak’ is prov- 
ing a nifty for Keith’s at $5,500. 
‘Soldier and Lady’ is an egg-deposi-- 
tor for the Lyric at $3,200. ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ on roadshow basis, is miss- 
ing out. 

Theatre opposish over week-end 
included Reds-Pirates ball games, 
Saturday (1) and Sunday (2) show- 
ing of Hagenbeck-Wallace circus, 
first tent outfit here this season; and 
sell-out for Nelson Eddy recital Sun- 
day (2) night at the 2,500 seat Taft 
auditorium. For last half, Music Hall 
will have the biannial May festival, 
music event of nattonal importance. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO). Ordinary at 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Top of Town’ 
(U), $10,500, n.s.g. i 

Capitol (RKO) | (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d run). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘7th Heaven’ 
(20th) (2d run), $3,500, poor. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Gold Racket’ (GN) and ‘Breezing 
Home’ (U). Split. Dandy $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col) 
and ‘She’s Dangerous’ (20th), split, 
$2,600, good. 

Grand (RKO) = (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ ,(Par) (5th wk). 
Strong $2,800. Last week, $3,500, 
great. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG). Very good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) (2d run), $4,000, fair. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1.400; 35-42)— 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO). Nose div- 
ing at $3,200. Last week, ‘Thunder 
in City’ (Col), $5,000, okay. 








Lombardo Raises ‘Thunder’ to Smash 
$31,500 im Det. But Other 


B. 0.'s Dull 





No Lombard-Astaire 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Carole Lombard is unavailable for 
Fred Astaire’s next RKO starrer, due 
to other commitments. The Gersh- 
wins are again doing the tunes. 
Another femme lead is being 
sought as the studio wants to get 
away from the Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
twosome. 


HORIZON’ DARK 
$7,000 IN TEN 
K.C. DAYS 


Kansas City, May 4. 
Wet weekend emptied the ball 
park and gave pic houses a nice 
play. Tower’s vaude bill, headed by 
Faith Bacon, giving that house ex- 
cellent takings. Pic is ‘Fifty Roads.’ 








—_—_- — 


Detroit, May 4. 

Doesn't look like vaudeville is 
strictly dead yet. With a weakie, 
‘Thunder in the City,’ as support, 
Guy Lombardo band is setting the 
town afire at the Fox this week, 
surpassing his record here three 
years ago. Otherwise town is over- 
stocked with poor product and con- 
tinues in doldrums. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Night Key’ (U) plus ‘You're in the 
Army’ (GB), dual. Average at $5,509. 
Last week, ‘Top of Town’ (U) (2d 
wk) plus ‘Girl Overboard’ (U), 
former film being moved here from 
Fox, fair $5,600. 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d wk). Biz 
holding up. Got nice $11,500 in first 
five days and should stick at least 
four weeks. 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 40-65 )— 
‘Polygamy’ (Unusual) and ‘Silks and 
Saddles’ (Victory), dual. Oke at 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Captive of Nazi 
Germany’ (Indie), got around $3,500, 
oke. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col) with Guy 
Lombardo band on stage. Band sole 
draw and plenty at $31,500, surpass- 





‘Woman I Love’ at. Mainstereet is 
okay. 
‘Horizon’ wound up 
with poor $7,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and March 
of Time. Although Kansas censor 
board reversed its ruling on dele- 


10-day stay 


Time release the house is advertis- 
ing ‘hear the speech deleted in Kan- 
sas. No b.o. effect noticed. Week 


ternes’ (Par) plus Olsen and Johnson 
stage revue, nice $14,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). -Floperoo 
on roadshowing last January at Up- 
town, pic sets in at popular prices 
here to similar returns. It’s a rave 
in the newspapers and ragged at the 
wicket; $7,500, poor. Last week ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG) and ‘Song of City’ (MG), 
$8,000, under average. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)—In- 
ternes’ (Par) (2d run) moved from 
Mainstreet, with ‘Melody for Two’ 
(WB) added. Fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Man of Her Own’ (Par) (reissue) 

‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) 


— 
$5,500, oke. 

Orpheum (2,000; 55-83-1.10-1.50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Street in front 
of house torn up for repairs, bad 
weather and too close on heels of 
last roadshow in this house added up 
to poor biz for this two-a-day road- 
showing. Mike Roth, Columbia ex- 
ploiteer, in as house manager and 
head-holder; 10 days wheezed to 
$7,500 


Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—Fifty 
Roads’ (20th) and vaude._ Fine 
play for $13,000. Last week’s inno- 
vation of day-and-dating ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th), Uptown and Tower, 
turned out rosy, $11,500. 


Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) (2d 
week). Close to initial week at 


$4,000. Last week, $5,000, swell. 


INPPLS. ON UPBEAT; 
‘SOAK’ GOOD $7,500 


Indianapolis, May 4. 

Biz is generally satisfactory in the 
downtown sector this week with the 
little Apollo’s holdover session of 
‘Wake Up and Live’ holding a strong 
and steady pace. ‘Good Old Soak’ at 
Loew’s and ‘Night Key’ plus Fats 
Waller’s unit at the vaudfilm Lyric 
are other centers of activity this 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Avec) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Will hit dandy $6,000. Same piciure 
last week did $9,000 in its opening 
stanza, plenty of coin at this spot. 

Circle (Monarch) (2.800; 25-40)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). Former pic 
plugged with national assist ads, but 
gross will be just moderate $5,000. 











Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Satisfactory 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG), $14,000, swell. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.50)-—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Doing 
limp biz in first week, but will linger 
for a sécond. Last week, ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG), concluded fortnight’s 
stay for lowly $4,500, following oke 
$9,000 on first week. 





Wallace Still Pursues 


Last week dual of ‘Internes Can’t 
Take Money’ (Par) and ‘You're in 
Army Now’ (GB), $5,000, moderz‘e. 

Indiana (Ellman) (3,100; 25-40)— 
‘Smashing Vice Trust’ (Capitol). Sex 


opened big, but faded afier bein 
lambasted by critics. Gross 
touch $5,500, fair. Last week house 
was used for concerts by music 
clu'ss. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600: 25-40)— 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Elephant 


Boy’ (UA). Former given all atten- 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Frank Wallace has started action 
in Los Angeles to have the court de- 
termine his asserted rarital status 
with Mae West. Vaude player con- 
tinues to insist he married the film 
actress 25 years ago, 

The N. Y. courts recently tossed 
out his plea for a similar ad- 





judication. 


tion, good $7.500. Last week, ‘Romeo 


and Juliet’ (MG) a disappointment 
at $5,000, mild. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Nitht Key’ (U) and Fats Waller 


band on stage. Latter half of. bill 
given credit for pulling natives into 
a tune of $10,000, sweet. Last week. 
‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) and ‘Stars 
and Stripes’ on stage took $9.800. 
good. 


tion of Sen. Wheeler’s speech in the | 


augurs okay $9,000. Last week ‘In- | 


picture given circus-y campaign and | 


wilt | 


ing Lombardo’s previous mark here 
| three years ago. Last week, ‘Wake 
i Up and Live’ (20th), plus Benny 
Meroff band on stage, nifty $28,000. 

Madisen ‘(United Detroit) (2,000: 

30-40-65 )—‘Love from Stranger’ 
(Trafalgar). Fair $5,300 and won't 
| hold. Light $5,000 last stanza on 
| ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), moved here 
| from Michigan. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 30-40-65 )—‘Internes Can't Take 
| Money’ (Par) and California Col- 
legians topping vaude. Weak flic!:¢: 
| will be lucky to do $16,000. Last 
| week, ‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d 
| wk.) ana ‘On the Levee’ unit. Ficker 
| moved here from UA, an experiment 
| due to pic shortage, got $18,500, 
light. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) 
plus ‘Her MHusband’s_ Secretary’ 
(FN), dual. Normal $7,900. Last 
week, ‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
(2d wk) and ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
(RKO), good $8,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG). Oke $12,000. Last week ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG), weak $7,000. 


Nags the Thing in L’ville; 
‘Old Scak’ Okay at $7,500 


; Louisville, May 4. 

Spring race meet at Churchill 
Downs, which opened Saturday (1) 
currently copping interest of na- 
tives and visitors. Climax will be 
Kentucky Derby Saturday (8), and 
in meantime attention is centering 
on form sheets rather than pix. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 
(1,500)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) 
and ‘Motor Madness’ (Col), dual. Tay- 
lor-Harlow opus moved over from 
Loew’s State, and ‘Madness’ set in as 
secondary film. Headed for $2,800, 
fair. Last week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG), 
| at roadshow prices, accounted for 

mild $5,200. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25 )-— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Holy Ter- 
ror’ (20th), dual, splitting with ‘Fair 
| Warning’ (20th) and ‘Outcast’ (Par), 
dual. Fair enough at $2,100. Last 
week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th), dual, splitting with 
‘Secretary’ (Col) and ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th), dual, average $2,100. 

Leew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col), dual. Beery fans 
plentiful and cricks mellow in their 
praise; pointing to good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Killer 


| 
| 
| 








at Large’ (Col), dual, pulled nice 
$6,500. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 


15-25-40)—‘Mountain Justice’ (WB). 
Hillvilly pie not particularly forte 
|} and will be fortunate to grab $3,400, 
| below average. Last week, ‘Call It 
| Day’ (WB), ace high with cricks 
but a b.o. weakie; light $3,200. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Married 
a Doctor’ (WB) and ‘13 Hours’ (Par). 
dual, splitting with ‘Louis Pasteur’ 
(WB) and ‘Times Square Playboy’ 





| (WE). Will take ample $1,700. Last 
wee':, ‘Anything Goes’ (Par) and 
‘Ponpy’ (Par), dual, splitting with 


| ‘Millions in Air’. (Par) and ‘Bright 
;T'«-’e (FN), dual, hit average 
| $1,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 


|40)—'Women I Love’ (RKO) and 
\‘Jeeves’ (20th), dual. Fair $6,000. 
| Lest week, ‘Wake Up and Live 
/ (20th) and March of Time, got 
| £9,500, tra: cndour. 

| Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
| 25-40)—‘Wake Ub and Live’ (20th) 
land March of Time. Moved ove! 
from Rialto and looks get to co} 


good $3.600. Last week, ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Don’t Tell Wife 
(RKO), dual, mild $3,400. 
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Pix Don’t Mix with Heavy Chi Rain; 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 7 








Astaire-Rogers, $30,000, Strong Biz, 
Holds; Nude Helps Robinson, 15G 





’% 
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Chicago, May 4. 

Heavy rains washed out the open- 
ings of most theatres Friday (30). 
Only the Palace got away with a fair 
weather break due to the fact that 
it started ‘Shall We Dance’ one day 
ahead of schedule, shoving that 
flicker in on Thursday (29), 

However, there is a much better 
aura of box office strength in the 
loop currently than last week. 
United Artists gets an all-time rec- 
ord when ‘Maytime’ closes Friday 
(7) after a six-week run, making the 
MacDonald-Eddy flicker the long-run 
record holder for the house. Pre- 
vious long stay was by ‘San Fran- 
cisco’ (MG), which went five weeks 
and one day. 

At the Palace, ‘Shall We Dance’ is 
figured for four weeks at least on its 
early pace. It’s the first genuine 
box office session house has had in 
nearly three months. 

‘Waikiki Wedding’ remains in the 
loop, now in its sixth week at the 
tiny Garrick. ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
held up to a remarkable second week 
gross at the Roosevelt and also holds 
over. Erlanger returns to roadshow 
flickers Sunday (9), when ‘Captains 
Courageous’ (MG) comes in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-65- 
75)—King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). 
Back in loop after previous run at 
Chicago. Okay at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) finished 
fortnight to satisfying $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Call It Day’ (WB) and Casino Par- 
isien unit on stage. Pace is building 
but only looks good for $25,000. 
Last week, ‘Internes’ (Par) and 
stage show, $27,000, oke. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-65-75) 
—Waikiki’ (Par). In its sixth loop 
week and still powerful enough at 
the wickets. Its $5,000 currently is a 
nice mark after $5,900 last week. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55-65) 
—‘Song of City’ (MG) yanked after 
first day: replaced with “Thunder in 
City’ (Col), plus ‘Hollywood In- 
genues’ unit with Corinne. Nudie 
Corinne getting half the billing for 
the stage and accounting for $15.000, 
fair. Last week, ‘50 Roads’ (20th) 
ard vaude good $18,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Shall We Dance’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Strong pic and vaude line- 


.up. with the Astaire-Rogers flicker 


figured for holdover easily. Best 
money this house has ogled in a long, 
long time at $30,000 for first seven 
cays. Last week, ‘Love Is Young’ 
(U) and vaude, lasted only six days 
and yanked to sad $10,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- 
73)—Wake Up’ (20th) (3d week). 
Holding up well; likely to get good 
$11.500 currently. Last week, second, 
sock $16,000. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-30- 
40-55 —‘Espionage’ (MG) and vaude. 
House holds to steady gross week 
after week, and again running to 
neat profits with $13,000. Last week, 
‘Doctor's Diary’ (WB), fine $13,800. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Maytime’ (MG) (6th 
ard final week). Six weeks makes 
th's the record long-run flicker for 
th> house. Touched $11.900 last week, 
excellent, and will finish to over 
$19.000 current week. Last week, 
fitth, got $11,900. ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 
in Sat. (8). 

Erlanger (1,200; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
— Captains Courageous’ (MG), In 
Sunday (9) for two-a-day run. 


‘Heaven’ N. G. 46, Port.; 





‘Night Fall’ Big $7,500 





Portland, Ore., May 4. 

Leading houses are in the money 
his week with strong product. ‘Night 
Must Fall’ is a wow at Parker’s UA. 
King and Chorus Girl’ answering 
to several weeks build-up bally for 
he Paramount. 

Seventh Heaven’ at the Orpheum, 
Owever, is n.g. at the b.o. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 
— Good Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Song 
of City’ (MG). Answering to ex- 
Ploitation for good $7,500, and may 
hold. Last week, ‘Top of Town’ (U) 
and ‘Husband’s 
held 1 
$9.000. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,400: 
30-40 “Maytime’ (MG) (6th _wk.). 
rete fair $2,000. Fifth week, $2,200. 

t our w j ifi 
$23,000. weeks piled up terrific 
orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
000: 30-40) ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) 
and “Off to Races’ (20th). Combo do- 
Ww Poorly; $4,000 best in sight. Last 
— ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
ancy Steele’ (20th), closed with 
Ordinary $4.700. 
aramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


Secretary’ (WB), 
1 days altogether for good 


(3,000; 30-40) ‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Who Found Him- 
self’ (RKO). Getting results on ter- 
rific pre-release campaign for good 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and ‘Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th) (2d wk.), good enough $4,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 30- 
40) ‘Night Must Fall’ (MG). 
like a big winner for this’ house and 
should hold, first week doing great 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG). collected raves but no 
coin; poor $4,400. 


‘SHALL - DANCE?’ 
SOCK $19,000 
IN BALTO 





Baltimore, May 4. 


Biz on upgrade spite of 


here in 


combo Hipp with ‘Shall We Dance”’ 
(RKO) and Happy Felton’s orch on 
stage, combo indicating a very hey- 
hey $19,009, which means sure hold- 
over. Loew’s Century, returning to 
flesh to put on fifth annual edition 
of ‘Okay Baltimore’ revue of locals. 
in tie-up with local News-Post, added 
to ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), getting a fair 
play at $12,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
fifth annual ‘Okay Baltimore’ local 
revue sponsored by local Hearst 
papers. Maintaining steady pace for 
fair $12,500. Last week, ‘History 
Made at Night’ (UA), $6,300, weak. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40-55-66) — ‘Shall We 
Dance?’ (RKO) with Happy Felton’s 
orch on stage. Looks like very big 
$19,000 and h.o. Last week, ‘We’re 
on Jury’ (RKO) and Jan Garber’s 
orch, disappointing at $10,600. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) — ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) (3d week). Going strong, in- 
dicating profitable $7,800. Last weck, 
second, okay $10,200 following a 
bang-up opening session of $13,100. 
Maryland (McLaughlin) (1,570; 55- 


83-1.10-1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(2d week). Final session of two- 
week road show run, Got so-so 


$7,300 in first. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55) —‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) 
(2d week). Holding up at merry 
pace for second week, which ends 
tomorrow (Wed.), to $7.200, ample 
profit for this house. Will undoubt- 
edly go into third stanza. Got swell 
$10,000 first week. me 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Marked Woman’ (WB) (2d 
week). Holding excellent start to 
$8.000, which is nice going for this 
deluxer. Last week a pleasing $10,- 
700. 





holdovers and daytime opposish from | 


races. Swell line-up of film fare | 
putting hypo into b.o.’s. 
Town's trade top being hit by 


Looks | 


| 





NICE B.0. IN B’KLYN 





‘Moments’ dual $14,500; ‘Swing High’ 


H. O. Okay 





Brooklyn, May 4. 

City of Churches was certainly 
made aware of show biz past few 
days, what with burlesk crusade on 
page one of all local sheets, Ringling 
circus paper plastered all over town 
(show due May 10), WPA musical 
at Majestic theatre, concessionaires 
reopening Coney, and better than 
average flicker fare on deluxer 
screens in downtown area. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Our Mo- 
ments’ (U) and ‘Soldier and Lady’ 
(RKO). Brace will get satisfactory 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Top of Town’ 
(U) and ‘Quality Street’ 
$16,000, good. 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Song of 





(RKO), | 


City’ (MG) and ‘Night Key’ (U). | 


Weak $13,000 at best. Last week, 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and ‘Crime 
Nobody Saw’ (20th), $15,000, nice. 
Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) and ‘Girl Over- 
board’ (U). Good $15,500... Last 
week ‘History Made at Night’ (UA) 


and ‘Breezing Home’ (U) $14,000, 
okay. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )— 


SSwing High’ (Par) and ‘Racketeers 
in Exile’ (Col) (2nd week). Twin- 
ners holding up well in second and 
last stanza; $15,000 in view. Last 
week, fine $21,000. 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Motor 
Madness’ (Col) and ‘Men in Exile’ 
(WB). Pair setting okay $7,000. 


Last week, ‘House of Secrets’ (Prin) 
and ‘Girl Loves Boy’ (GN), $7,500, 
good. 


BUFF. BIZ BLAH; 
ROMEO FAIR 
$8,900 


Buffalo, May 4. 








Pic wickets are sluggish currently. | 
Warm weather and daylight saving 


are the b.o. deterrents. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘History Made Night’ (UA). Getting 
top gross for the week, but not above 
average, $11,000. Last week, ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th), strong $17,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35) — 

‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) and 
‘Park Avenue Logger’ (RKO). Looks 
like another week of under $7,000, 
weak. Last week, ‘Woman Wise’ 
(20th) and ‘Crime Nobody Saw’ 
(Par), $6,000, poor. 
. Great Lakes (Shea) (3,600; 30-50) 
—‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Indica- 
tions point to only fair $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), some- 
what better than expected, but still 
so-so, $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) —‘Wake 
Up’ (20th) (2nd week). Here for 
second stanza and looks like very 
nice $7,500. Last week, ‘Soldier and 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th), $4,500, poor. 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35) — 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and ‘Happy 
Go Lucky’ (Rep). Dual looks to do 
poor $5,000. Last week, ‘Promise to 
Pay’ (Col) and ‘Let’s Get Married’ 
(Col), very nice $8,000. 








Washington, May 4. 


With cherry blossoms and tourists 
gone, theatre biz is staggering. 
Keith's taking it on the chin 
through being unable to get print 
of ‘Shall We Dance’ until today 
(Tuesday) and having to_ hold 
‘Woman I Love’ four and half extra 
days. Pic was good for seven, but 
no more. ‘Personal Property’ is the 
easy winner, with ‘Wake Up and 
Live. which had critics spouting 
adjectives for week following pre- 
view, taking far from big gross. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60 )— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and vaude. 
Art Shaw’s band interesting some 
jam fans, but it’s Harlow and Taylor 
that are getting ’em for sock $25,000. 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
Leonore Ulric on stage, took light 
$17,000. 4 
’ Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th). Should 
get fair $4,500. Last week, ‘May- 
time’ (MG) (2d run), collected swell 
$5.500 in fourth downtown week. 





Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—Mountain Justice’ (WB) and 
vaude. Dames no like title even 
with Roger Pryor on stage. Won't 





Wash. Biz Gone With Cherry Blossoms: 
‘Wake’ Fair 166; Property, Vaude, 256 


better light $12,500 against opposi- 
tion. Last week, ‘Internes™ (Par) 
and Horace Heidt band, climbed 
over estimates to big $21,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) Forced 
holdover will give brutal $2,000 for 


four and half days. Last week 
same pic got good $10,000. ‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO) opened today 


(Tuesday ). 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40 )—‘Thunder 
in City’ (GB). Headed for nice 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) (2d run), good $6,000. 

Palace (WB) (2,363; 25-35-60 )— 
‘Wake Up and Li.e’ (20th). Critics 
giggle-crazy, but paying customers 
won't boost it over fair $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d 
week), good $10,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and ‘If I 
Had a Million’ (Par) (revivals). 
Hoping for average $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO? and 
‘Lost Patrel’ (RKO) 
slipped to same figure. : 

Belasco (1,100; 25-35-55 )—‘Ecstasy 
(Cummings) (2d run). Third week 
of return may milk curious for weak 
$1,000. Last week same pic got fair 
$1,500. 


(revivals), 











Wk, ‘Wake Up 486 2d, Best on B'way; 
‘Metropole’ Also OK 306; Tis Spring 





Only four pictures obtained Broad- 
way first runs this week, but none of 
them is in the smash class. The hold- 
overs, led by ‘Star Is Born,’ at the 
Music Hall, and ‘Wake Up and Live,’ 
at the Roxy, are getting the bulk of 
a waning spring play. 

Best of the new pictures is ‘Cafe 
Metropole,’ which alighted at the 
Rivoli Wednesday (28) and on its 
first week is good at $30,000, holding. 
‘Night Must Fall,’ roosting at the 
Capitol, isn’t doing as well and will 
have to be satisfied with only about 
$22,000. While in gross the figures 
do not look high, ‘Way Out West’ 
will be doing over average at the 
Rialto at around $9,000 and thus 
rates good for Arthur Mayer's small- 
seater. Other new one is ‘We Have 
Our Moments,’ which is linked on a 
double bill at the Palace with ‘Sol- 
dier and Lady’ on second run. House 
won't do $7,000 on six days, poor. 

Both ‘Wake Up’ and ‘Star Is Born’ 
are very strong on their holdovers 
and go a third week. ‘Star,’ which 
got $102,000 the first week, is no 
doubt benefiting from much word of 
mouth in view of a pace that is so 
close to that of the first seven days 
that this weck (2d) will be $100,000. 
With the picture topping the control 
figure of $64.000 first four days on its 
second week, the Music Hall is 
obliged to hold it over for another 
seven days. ‘Wake Up’ is equally 
potent at the Roxy. where it got 
$61,700 last week (st) and on the 
holdover will be very steady at 
$48,000. 

Third week for ‘Swing High. Swing 
Low’ and Louis Armstrong band at 
the Paramount good at $24,000. New 
show today (Wed.) is ‘Internés Can’t 
Take Money’ and the Xavier Cugat- 
Dixieland bands plus Mary Small. 


HUBS BUST BIZ 
ROMEO, TWO 
SPOTS, 256 


Boston, May 4. 
Fairly tepid week all around, 
with considerable interest in the 
pop price opening of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ at the two Loew stands. Just 
so-so trade for the latter, however. 
Scollay is proportionately better off 
than other houses with ‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ and ‘Marked Woman’ 
on dual bill. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Outcasts 
Poker Flat’ (RKO), dual. Opening 
straight film bill for summer season 
is very pleasing at $10,000 gait. Last 
week nice $19,700 for ‘Breezing 
Home’ (U) and stage show. 

Fenway (M & P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th) and 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), dual. Got a 
lot of whocp-de-doop advance pub- 
licity push, but trade only fair $5,000. 
Last week, ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
— ‘Melody for 2’ (WB), dual, $4,500, 
on, ’ 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55 )—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and 
‘Have Our Moments’ (U), dual. H. O. 
for four days will hit around $9.000, 
oke. Wednesday (5) brings in ‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO) for run, solo. 
First week of ‘Woman I Love’ and 
‘Moments’ very good $22,000. 

Metropolitan (M & P) (4300; 35- 
55-75 )—‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) and 
stage show. Vey weak at $15.000. 
Last week, ‘Wanse Up and Live’ 
(20th) and stage show, wow $29,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Pale 
$13,000 indicated. Last week. second 
for ‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col), dual, 
$10.500, fair. 

Paramount (M & P) (1,800: 25-35- 








55)—‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th) and 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB). dual. So-so 
$7,000. Last week, ‘King of Gam- 


blers’ (Par) and ‘Melody for 2’ (WB), 
dual, $7,000. n. g. 

Shubert (Col) (1,590; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th 
week). Roadshow is slumping. Third 
week $8.000. n. s. g. 

Scollay (M & P) (2,700: 25-35-40- 
50)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) (2d run). 
Very favorable here at $7.800. Last 


week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (3d 
run) and ‘Circus Girl’ (Rep) (0st 


run). double, $6,000. poor. 

State (Loew) (3,300: 25-35-40-50 )— 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Aiming 
at medium $12.000. Getting better 
play from uvtown trade than from 
shonpers in Orpheum district. Last 
week, h. o. of ‘Personal Property’ 
(MG) and ‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col), 
$9 000, fair. 





‘Thunder’ in the 
nice strength at the Criterion the 
first week, close to $18,000, but on 
holdover is petering. It will be re- 
tained nine days for about $10,000 on 
that period, with ‘Make Way for To- 
morrow’ opening Saturday morning 
(8). Paramount is putting plenty of 
advertising money behind this one, 
spending between $12,000 and $15,000. 
‘Marked Woman,’ on the final five 
days of a fourth week, about $7,000, 
not bad, and tonight (Wed.) gives 
way to ‘Prince and Pauper.’ Nice 
campaizn behind this one. 

‘Good Earth’ goes out of the Astor 
Monday night (10), after 13% weeks, 
while ‘Lost Horizon’ will be leaving 
the Globe very shortly now, it is ex- 
pected. Last week (13th) for ‘Earth’ 
showed considerable of a dip to 
$9,000, while ‘Horizon’ also felt the 
pressure of an extended run and 
spring weather, its ninth week being 
also reported at around $9,000. ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ opens on a two-a- 
day run at the Astor the night of 
May 12, while the Globe, on exiting 
of ‘Horizon,’ will return to a grind 
policy under operation of Harry 
Brandt. A Warner picture, ‘Call It 
a Day.’ comes into the Cap tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 


City’ showed 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Earth’ (MG) (14th week). Got 
$9,000 last week (13th) and closes 
down Monday night (10) after profit- 
able run of 134% weeks. ‘Captains 
Courageous’ (MG) opens on a twice- 
daily engagement Tuesday evening 
(11). 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG). Unable to 
raise a gallop, not more than $22,000, 
disappointing. Last week ‘Good Old 
Soak’ passed out completely, only 
$12,000, 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Thun- 
der in City’ (Col) (2d week). Got 
nearly $18,000 first week, good, and 
goes nine more days, but weakening 
considerably, only about $10,000 for 
the nine days. ‘Make Way for To- 
morrow (Par) opens’ Saturday 
morning (8), backed by a heavy ad- 
vertising campaign. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (10th week), 
Slowing up noticeably, around $9,000 
last week (9th) and probably out in 
two or three weeks. House then re- 
verts to a grind policy under direc- 
tion of Harry Brandt, owner. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘That 
Man’s Here Again’ (WB) (lst run) 
and ‘The Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
(2d run), dualed, open today (Wed.) 
after six days of ‘Soldier and Lady’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘We Have Our 
Moments’ (U) (lst run). Tnis brace 
not very bracing. under _ $7,000, 
poor. Last week ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO), both 2d run, dualed, $9,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Swing High’ (Par) and Louis 
Armstrong orchestra in pit (3d 
week). Did swell throughout the 
21-day run, getting $24,000 final (3d) 
week, ending last night (Tues.), for 
total on three weeks’ run of $114,000, 
which isn’t hay. Second week was 
$33,500. ‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par) and Xavier Cugat and Dixie- 
land Jazz bands open today (Wed.), 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d weck). One of 
the outstanding spring smashes, with 
business so strong it will run to 
$100,000 this week (2d), forcing pic- 
ture to go a third. This is mighty 
close to the $102,000 tabted the first 
week. Only six pictures previously 
in history of Music Hall have held 
three weeks. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Way Out 
West’ (MG). Laurel and Hardy al- 
ways good here and their latest is 
no exception, maybe $9,000 on week. 
Last week ‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ 
(RKO), $7,000, under average, but 


profit. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). At $30,000 
first week ending last night (Tues.), 
good takings and holds. Final four 
days on second week of ‘Love from 
Stranger’ (UA) brutal, under $6,000, 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Wake 
Up’ (20th) and stage show (2d week). 
A packer-inner and very strong on 
the holdover (2d) week at $48,000 
after first seven days of $61,700, 
making picture another big 20th-Fox 
“ryorser this house was fortunate 
enough to get. Goes a third week, 
with ‘Talk of the Devil’ (GB) to 


follow. 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75) —‘Marked 
Woman’ (WB) (4th week). Final 
five days on fourth week ending 
tonight (Wed.), about $7.000, not bad 
this far down on run. Third week 
$17.000, good ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB) opens tonicht (Wed.). 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘History Is 
Made at Night’ (UA) (2d run)? and 


vaude headed by Mitchel! and 
Durant and Tito Guizar. Business 
off a ways, only about $22,000. Last 


week ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d run) and 
Cab Calloway band, $30,000, good, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








‘Wake Up’ Good 116, Among Minne’ 


Brighter B. 0.’s; ‘History’ Fair $6,000 


Minneapolis, May 4. 
Due to stronger box-office ammu- 
nition, grosses are heading upward 


currently after several weeks of 
rock-bottom takings. ‘Wake Up and 
Live,’ in particular, is a patronage 
rouser and promises to bring back 
prosperity to the huge Minnesota, 
which has been deep in the dumps 
for a fortnight. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—— ‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Too Many 
Wives’ (RKO), dual, split with 


‘Parole Racket’ (Col) and ‘Man Found 


Himself’ (RKO), dual. Headed for 
good $1,200. Last week, ‘Great 
O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) (2d runs), split with ‘China 
Passage’ (RKO) and ‘Park Ave. 
Logger’ (RKO), dual first runs, 
$1,000, fair. 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40) ‘Call It Day’ (WB). Comedy 
well liked and should build. Looks 
like nice $4,500. Last week, ‘Internes’ 
(Par), $5,000, pretty good. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—‘Wake Up and Live’(20th). 
Lots of ballyhoo and bang-up ex- 
ploitation, picture’s merits along 
with cast names stirring up trade. 
Pretty good start and should build. 
Headed for good $11,000. Last week, 


‘Personal Property’ (MG), $7,000, 
poor. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40) — ‘History Made Night’ 
(UA). This one apparently better 


box-office than recent film offerings 
at this spot. Fair $6,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), 


$5,000, poor. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) and 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th), dual. Consider- 


ing grade of pictures, twin bill per- 
forming satisfactorily, fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘No Man of Own’ (Par) 
(reissue) and ‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par), 
dual, $4,000, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—Bar- 
bary Coast’ (FN) (reissue). Poor 
$700 indicated. Last week, ‘Marines 
Coming’ (Rep), $800, light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) 
‘Swing High’ (Par). First nabe 
showing en route to good $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG), 
$3,500, good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Nine Days a Queen’ (UA). Ap- 
pealing to limited class trade. Mild 
$1,200 indicated. Last week, ‘Mir- 
acles’ (UA), $1,000, light. 


‘UPPED SCALES NEGATE 
SPRING’S DENT IN PROV. 


‘ Providence, May 4. 

First week of real spring weather 
keeping a lot of patrons outdoors, 
but at that the exhibitors are going 
to be all right because of a surprise 
boost in prices among the first-run 
stands. Town now has 50c. top, in- 
cluding tax. Boost was not adver- 
— beforehand, natives getting it 
cold. 

All things considered, the film fare 
is okay. Best bet of week seems to 
be ‘Star Is. Born’ at Loew’s on a 
dualer. Majestic second with ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ also on a dualer. Nar- 
ragansett Track now open and very 
co to draw biz away from the- 
atres. 








Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—That I 
May Live’ (20th) and vaude. Should 
be well up around $8,000, oke. Last 
week, ‘What Price Vengeance’ (U) 
and Uncle Ezra Stebbins’ ‘Barn 
Dance Frolic’ on stage, fair $7,400. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Racketeers 
In Exile’ (Col). This spot will bene- 
fit plenty from tilt in prices. De- 
spite long show and other elements 
against it, heading for swell $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and 
*‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), so-so $11,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
*Chan at Olympics’ (20th). Plenty of 
activity; should be close to $10,000, 
nice. Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Melody for Two’ (WB), 


$8,800, good. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 25-35-50)—Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Outcasts of 
Poker Flat’ (RKO). While not as 


strong as other houses, $7,500 will be 
oke. Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Miracles’ (GN), tepid 
$6,400. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
*King of Gamblers’ (Par) and ‘Back 
Stage’ (GB). Not up to standard, 
but house not kicking at anticipated 
$7,600. Last week, ‘Internes’ (Par) 
and ‘Circus Girl’ (Rep), fine $8,400. 





MG Studio Club Gains 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Metro’s Studio club now boasts 
2,915 members, 300 new ones having 
been garnered in campaign just con- 
cluded. 

Ida R. Koverman, chairman, and 
W. K. Craig, president, entertained 
the membership committee at a vic- 
tory breakfast. 


. 





Plugged Into ‘A’ Pic 


What a song can do for a film 
evidenced by ‘My Little 
Buckaroo’ from Warners ‘Cher- 
okee Strip,’ which, a B pro- 
duction, has been getting A 
playdates through exhib inter- 
est inspired by the song. 
Warners wanted to change the 
title to ‘Buckaroo’ but the au- 
thor held out for an additional 
$2,500 stipend which nixed that. 


is 











OVER PHILLY 
17,00 


Philadelphia, May 4. 

Only one of the’ new batch of pix 
in downtown houses looks like a sure 
thing for big coin, and that’s ‘Star Is 
Born,’ 
weeks. Aldine has a couple of other 
United Artist releases in reserve, but 
weather will have much to do with 
their showing, as this house isn’t air 
cooled and generally closes by June 
1 





The two houses with stage shows 


this week’s biz is concerned. The Fox 
has Dave Apolion’s unit plus “The 
Hit Parade.’ Earle has Milt Britton 
on the stage and ‘50 Roads to Town’ 
on the screen. 

Daylight saving plus the usual 
bunch of sports events has already 
started to curtail attendance in the 
downtown sector, with only ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ of last week’s group 
rating a holdover and still strong. 
‘Lost Horizon’ closed three weeks’ 
stay at the Erlanger Saturday (1) 
and ‘Captains Courageous’ is slated 
to wind up three weeks’ stay at the 
Locust this Saturday (8), thus end- 
ing roadshow competition. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA). First week and looks 
very big after a batch of rave no- 
tices. Three weeks figured, with 
first at big $17,000; length of film and 
daylight saving keeping gross down 
some. Last week, ‘Love from a 
Stranger’ (UA), so-so $6,500 in six 
days of second week. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Maytime’ 
(MG) (2d run). Ought to be as big 
here as elsewhere and will probably 
outstay a week; $3,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Family Affair’ (MG) (2d run), 
out after three days; then ‘Libeled 
Lady’ (MG), also for three days, 
with poor $1,400 total. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO). Reviews tepid and 
so is biz; so-so $10,000, mebbe, on 


names. Last week, ‘Call It a Day’ 
(WB), $16,500, fair. 
Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Fifty 


Roads’ (20th) and vaude. Milt Brit- 
ton headliner, plus six-day bike 
racers Monday (3), so-so $12,000. 
Last week, ‘When’s Your Birthday’ 
(RKO) and vaude, Roger Pryor 
headliner, $13,500, a little above ex- 
pectations. 

‘Erlanger (2,000; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (3d week). Closed 
final week here Saturday (1), gross- 
ing $7,500. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and stage show. Dave Apol- 
lon unit headlining. This light music 
and dance combo still on dividing 
line, but ought to make $14,000. fair. 
Last week, ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) 
and stage show, just managed to 
climb above $14,000, fair. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Time 
Out for Romance’ (20th). Looks only 
fairish $2,000. Last week, ‘Top of 
the Town’ (U) (2d run), little over 
average $2,400. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) (2d run). Ought to 
get $3,000. Last week, ‘Marked Wom- 
an’ (WB) (2d run), $3,200, good. 

Locust (1,300; 55-86-1.14-1.71) — 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Start- 
ed third and last week Sunday (2). 
Last week’s gross was $11,000, satis- 
factory, but management hoped for 


more. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th) (2d week). Still 
big, with $14,000 possible. First week 
got almost $18,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Silent 
Barriers’ (G-B). Not so forte for 
this house, with poor $5,000 looked 
for as tops. Last week, ‘Her Hus- 
band Lies’ (Par), $5,400, so-so. 


LEWIS IN SHORTS 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Joseph H. Lewis washes up exec 
duties with George A. Hirliman 
June 1, 








He plans to produce a series of 
sport shorts. 


Pic is figured good for three | 


are still in the uncertain class as far as | 


| ‘The 
| views plus rep of house putting it 
;} over to big biz; $7,000, very good. 


| 


a. 


Weather, Daylight Saving Dent Pitt, 


30,000 Mont’! Families 
Trekking Hurts Pix Biz; 
‘Wake Up’ Light $6,500 


Montreal, May 4. 





nual moving trek in this city in- 





| 


|}and ‘Man Who Lived Again’ 


volving some 30,000 families, is pull- 
ing down grosses currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 

Good Earth’ (MG). 


50)— 
Good re- 


Last week, ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) 
(GB) 


| hard hit by weather; $4,000, poor. 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Wake Up 


| and Live’ (20th) and ‘Fair Warning’ 


| (Brit.). 


Rather light $6,500. Last 


| week, ‘Romance in Paris’ (WB), poor 


| Autre.’ 





| $6,000. 


STAR’ SHINING 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Way Out 
West’ (MG) and ‘Song of the City’ 


(MG). No better than $5,500 in 
sight, fair. Last week, ‘Live Only 
Once’ (UA) and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ 


(MG), $6,000, good enough. 


Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (Rep) with Cab Calloway 
revue). Looks like $12,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Men in Exile’ (WB) and 
‘Too Many Wives’ (Col), with Sally 
Rand revue, topped everything in 
months at $14,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Man of 
Affairs’ (Brit.) and ‘When Love Is 
Young’ (Col). Below average, $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and 
‘We Have Moments’ (Col), $5,500, 
good. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Koenigsmark’ (3d week). 
Moving time hitting this hard; poor 
$1,500. Last week also poor at same 
figure. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Menilmontant’ and ‘La Peau d’un 
Estimate $5,600, good. Last 
week, ‘La Pocharde’ and ‘L’Ange du 
Foyer,’ $5,500, good. 


Seattle in Doldrums; 
Muni-Hopkins N. G. 66 


Seattle, May 4. 


Biz off all over town. Maybe its 
spring unrest or the weather, which, 
however, has been dark and gloom- 
ish and more designed for indoor 
recreation than outdoors. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen; 
32-37-42) — ‘Wake Up and ive’ 
(20th) and ‘Murder Goes to College’ 
(Par), Former a moveover from 
Fifth, latter a new one replacing 
‘Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO). 
Indicated $4,000, good. Last week, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (FN), $2,200, fair for 
fourth week. 


Coliseum (H amrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) ‘One in Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) dual (2nd 
wk) three days only. Anticipated 
fair $1,100. Last week, same films, 
$4,300, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—‘Romance and Riches’ (GN) and 
‘Gun of Pecos’ (FN), dual. Fair 
$2,200 in sight. Last week, ‘Crime 
Nobody Saw’ (Par) and ‘Navy Spy’ 
(GN), $2,200, fair. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) and ‘Man’s Here Again’ 
(FN). Combo not so forte at b.o.; 
poor $6,000. Last week, ‘Wake Up’ 
(20th) and ‘Man Who Found Him- 
self’ (RKO), $9,100, okay. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Accused’ (UA) and ‘Promise to Pay’ 
(Col). Poor biz for this dual, $3,300. 
Last week, ‘History Made Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col). 
fifth week, so-so $3,400. 

Metropolitan (University Theatres) 
(1,450; 58-1.15)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2nd week). Holding up _ nicely. 
Last week, first, had great night biz 
but light matinees for big $10,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)-—‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Romance’ (20th). Moved 
from Orpheum and heading for only 
moderate $2,500 here. Last week 
‘Maytime’ (MG), six days of fifth 
week, $1,900, weak. 

Orpheum (Hamr ick-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Mountain Justice’ 
(FN) and ‘Way Out West’ (MG). No 
draw: $4,500 will be poor. Last week, 





‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘Ro- 
mance’ (20th), $6,100, good. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 


37)—‘Circus Lady’ (Rep) and vaude, 
Betty Burgess-Sonny Lamont head- 
lining. Only fair $3,700. Last week, 
‘Hanley, Detective’ (Rep) and vaude, 
$3,600, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG) and ‘Love Is Young’ (U). Not 
much; $4,800 will be poor. Last week, 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Hus- 
band’s Secretary’ (U), $5,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘God’s Country’ 





Willing’ (WB). Fair $2,500. st 
week, ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO), 


$2,600, fair. 


Exceptional weather, plus the an- }' 


rT 


Wednesday, May 5, 1937 











Weakies, but March-Gaynor Big 20¢ 





U’s Title Jitters 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Universal is having title jit- 
ters seeking new handles for 
eight pictures current or pre- 
paring. Present titles are: ‘As 
Before Better Than Before,’ 
‘Man Who Crief Wolf,’ ‘Scoop,’ 
‘Channel Crossing,’ ‘Night Pa- 
trol, ‘Heather of the High 
Hand,’ ‘New Orleans’ ahd ‘Syn- 
thetic Gentleman.’ 

Studio personnel is offered 
the customary $25 for each new 
title accepted. 











Romeo At Pops 
No Cleve. Panic: 


‘Wake Up, 196 


Cleveland, May 4. 

Hipp waking up and for a change 
is copping all the gravy with ‘Wake 
Up and Live,’ also stealing all bally- 
hoo honors. ‘When Love is Young,’ 
backed by strong vaude, doing things 
for Palace, while ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
at State at pop prices, is disappoint- 
ing. 

‘Lost Horizon’ opened road-show 
run at Hanna, legit house, Sunday 


(2). 
Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35 )—‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN) 
and ‘Mamma Steps Out,’ (MG), dual. 
Ordinary at $2,200; too much com- 
petish. Last week, ‘Hats Off’ (GN) 
and ‘Women of Glamour’ (Col), dual, 
got $3,100, fair. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Promise to Pay’ (Col). Okay trade 
at $5,500. Last week, ‘Marked Wo- 
man’ (WB) shot in from Hipp for 
second week, $4,500, nice. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘History Made Night’ (UA). Special 
one-week shift into second-runner, 
with quick build-up to _ possible 
$3,000, fair. Last week ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th) and ‘Time Out for 
Romance’ (20th), $2,300, poor. 

Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 55- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Road- 
show opened two-week run Sunday 
(2) with strong ballyhoo and news- 
paper raves. 

ipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40)— 
—Wake Up and Live’ (20th). 
Looks like a record-buster for this 
spot. Certain to catch great $19,000, 
with a move-over to Allen. Last 
week, ‘Woman I Love’ (WB) had 
trouble, $13,500, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-75)— 
‘Love Is Young’ (U) and vaude. Wini 
Shaw and Billy House in flash sec- 
tion pushing up figures to neat 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Call It a Day’ 
(WB) reversed the order by carry- 
ing so-so ‘Slums of Paris’ unit to 


$19,000. 
(Loew’s) (3,450; 30-75)— 
‘Romeo and Juliet. Going a little 
better than in road-show run at 
legit Hanna, but still not so forte at 
fair $14,500. Hike in house prices is 
slight evening damper. - Last week 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) got extra support 
from Ted Lewis’ orchestra-revue on 
stage, ending with excellent $20,400. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 25-35)— 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). Nothing 
very salable in this case, probably 
$6,500, so-so. Last week ‘Men Not 
Gods’ (UA), $5,500, poor. ; 


JANNINGS’ NAZI AWARD 
Berlin, May 4. 
Senator Emil Jannings has been 
given the annual governmental prize 
for the best film acting work of the 





year. 
Prize specifically mentions his 
work in ‘Der Herrscher’ (‘The Vic- 


tor’), just released. 


Fifi D’Orsay’s Collapse 


Denver, May 4. 

Fifi D’Orsay, making a_ personal 
appearance at the Denver theatre, 
collapsed when she lost her voice in 
the midst of her second song. 

Doctor was called, and for the 
other shows she only talked. She 
spent the night in a hospital. 








U’s Campus Scouting 
Hollywood, May 4. 

Lucille Ryman, Universal talent 
scout, has hit out for the east in 
search of 15 brainy beauts among 
femme college attendees. Girls will 
get roles in Buddy De Syiva’s forth- 

coming ‘Young Man’s Fancy.’ 
Femme Booner will overlook pro- 
fessional pretties and confine her 





hunting to schools. 





_ 
; Pittsburgh, May 4. 
Mid-summer weather and daylight 
savings cutting in only on the 
weakies. The others aren't being 
bothered at all, 
Sock weeks are in sight for Penn 
and Stanley. At former site, ‘A Star 


{s Born,’ is running pretty close to 
‘Maytime’ figures and will stick 
downtown for second week at 


Warner, while at Stanley, combo of 
‘Call It A Day’ and Ina Ray Hut- 
ton’s band, while off somewhat over 
recent sessions at this deluxer, js 
coming through with highly profit. 
able stanza. 

Talk of trio of road-show pix, 
‘Captains Courageous,’ ‘Make Way 
for Tomorrow’ and ‘Souls at Sea’ 
braving hot weather for two-a-day 
showings at Nixon but more than 
likely they'll hold off until early fall, 
House has no cooling plant. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Nancy Steel’ (20th). Off and on 
policy of duals here, with manage- 
ment deciding to let this one go on 
its own, a wise move. Alvin doing 
likewise with ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th), opening Thursday (6) with 
expectations of going at least three 


weeks. ‘Steele’ looks like $6,000, fair 
enough. Last week, ‘Two Wise 
Maids’ (Rep) and ‘Time Out for 


Romance’ (20th), so-so $4,700. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
‘No Man of Own’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Second week for this reissue falling 
way off, but will get at least $3,800, 
fair. Last week, ‘Man’ got sensa- 
tional $7,500, more than flicker got 
on original run almost five years ago. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25- 
35-50) —‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Push- 
ing through to one of top grosses of 
year, only slightly under elegant 
‘Maytime’ (MG) figures. Looks like 
pretty close to $20,000, and that 
means a switch to the Warner for a 
downtown second session. Last week, 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), finished 
fairly strong but still pretty much 
of a disappointment at $9,600. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB) and Ina Ray 
Hutton’s band. This combo doing all 
right for itself. Several grand under 
house’s recent figures, but $18,000 
represents a neat profit. Last week, 
‘History Made Night’ (UA) and 
Major Bowes unit felt effects of 
flood scare and had to be content 
with around $22,000, good. , 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Man’s Here Again’ (FN) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par). Not much in this 
dual. Will be lucky to top $4,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG) in 
second stanza here and third down- 
town, still pretty husky at $6,000. 


3 Roadshows in Lincoln, 
But All of Em N. S. 6 


Lincoln, May 4. 

Roadshow fever hit town this 
week; three of them on tap and none 
of them very strong. Varsity set in 
‘Lost Horizon’ for a week, and Or- 
pheum immediately played tag, put- 
ting in ‘Good Earth’ for two days 
and following it with Mrs. Martin 
Johnson in person with her ‘Jungle 
Depths of Borneo.’ Stuart, in the 
pop price field with ‘Personal Prop- 
erty,’ seems to have the most friends. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Ghost Patrol’ (Pur) plus ‘Clive of 
India’ (UA) split with ‘Park Avenue 
Logger’ (20th) plus ‘Mary Burns 
(Par). Just fair $800. Last week, 
‘Santa Fe Bound’ (Rel) plys ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA); ‘Crime Nobody Saw, 
(Par) plus ‘Rio Grande Romance 
(Victory), and ‘Vice Racket’ (Dezel), 
for three changes, $1,700, big. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Top of Town’ (U). Slightly better 
than average $2,400. Last week, ‘50 
Roads’ (20th), $2,800, okay. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th) 
with stage show, ‘Swingtime Follies, 
split with ‘Good Earth’ (MG) on 
roadshow basis (two days) followed 
by ‘Jungle Depths of Borneo’ with 
Mrs. Martin Johnson in person. Only 
fair $2,900 in sight. Last two are 
scaled 55c to $1.65. Last week, ‘No 
Man of Her Own’ (Par) plus ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO). oke $1,600. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG). Good spot 
for this Taylor-Harlow picture. Will 
get $3,700, good. Last week, “Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th), $3,600, good. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25-55-83-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Lost Hor!- 
zon’ (Col). Take looks light _ for 
this one-week roadshow date. Last 
week, ‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col)s 
$1,100, average. 











Par’s Byram to Europe 
John Byram of Paramount's home 
office editorial board, accompanied 


by Mrs. Byram, sails for Europe 
May 15. Byrams go to Naples 
first. 

Byram may visit Vienna and 


Budapest in search of screen ma- 
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Phoney Studio Setup Planned To 
Detour Gawkers from Real Thing | 222g 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Los Angeles Chamber of Com- 
merce is looking for a way to ap- 
pease tourists barred from sets while 
pictures are in work. The chamber’s 
publicity and exploitation committee 
appointed its chairman, Durward 
Howes, head of a subcommittee to 
find a substitute that will satisfy 
visiting firemen and chill the 
squawks. ; 

The only plan devised up to now 
is to operate a synthetic Studio, a 
sort of imitation of the real thing, 
and route the peepers through it. 
Other committee members Point out 
it has obvious difficulties. 

It was suggested all the idle 
stand-ins around town be herded 
together, and con the yokels that 
they had seen Garbo, Crawford, 
Gable, et al., but the danger of 
such a rib is obvious. 


LAEMMLE EAST BEFORE 
STARTING METRO DEAL 


Carl Laemmle, Jr.. 








will commute 


‘ | 
between Broadway, Connecticut and 


Atlantic City during his eastern stay, 


with an eye meantime to new film | 
Since set, althoush not for- | 


talent. 
mally sealed, on the Metro lot as an 
associate producer. Laemmle is lin- 
ing up his first picture. 

It will probably be ‘The Amazing 
Dr. Clitterhouse’ which he pur- 
chased for his first Picture. Has a 
European play as an alternate, but 
if he gets William Powell, as seems 
likely, he’ll do ‘Clitterhouse’ pronto. 

Red Hershon, writer, is east with 
Laemmle, 





Holly wood, May 4. 

Agreement has been worked out 
by Carl Laemmle, Jr.. and Universal 
permitting Director James Whale to 
Teturn to the Studio for additional 
Scenes to “The Road Back’ that may 
be required and to supervise cutting 
the picture. 

Whale, under contract to Laemmle 
for one, has 18 months to go on a 
two-yearer with U. His Obligation 
to Laemmle was to start two days 
after completion of ‘The Road Back’ 
(20). Since Laemmle is not cur- 
rently Producing, he 
U's call on 


rector will then be 
Laemmle. 


Muriel Hutchison’s 
Paramount Termer 


Muriel Hutchison, of ‘The Amaz- 
ing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ at the Hudson, 
- Y., has been signed by Paramount 
80es to the Coast when show 
closes. Deal was set by Mildred S. 
Weber, of the Morris office, without 
any tests being made. Contract is 
or five years. 


available for 





Tony Bickley jis being tested this | 


week by RKO. Appeared in floppo 
‘Arms for Venus’ at John Golden, 
N. Y. couple of months ago. Han- 
dled by Leland Hayward. 


Hersholt’s Road Work 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Jean Hersholt £0es back to Canada 
next month for his anual romp with 

€ Dionne quintuplets. 

To get him in Shape for the main | 
event, 20th Century-Fox is giving | 
um a workout with Shirley Temple | 
n ‘Heidi,’ Classic of Swiss moppets. | 
Allan Dwan directing ‘Heidi.’ 


_ 


. > 
Lamour for ‘Hurricane 
Hollywood, May 4. | 
of Margo from the 
Cast of Samuel Goldwyn’'s ‘Hurri-| 
Cane” puts Dorothy Lamour in top 
femme Spot in the John Ford pic- 
ure. 


n —_ 
Miss Lamour £0es to Goldwyn on 
loan from Paramount. 


Welles May Go WB 


Warner Bros. 


rson Welles for 














Withdra wal 





is dickering with 
a term contract. 
Dea! hinges on length of periods | 
sctor will pass in Broadway legit 
_ ween pix. Also there is a ques-| 
tion about Stories, with Welles cur- 
Tentiy reading three scripts. 

has the title part-in ‘Dr. 


; | WPA show at the Maxine 
Elliott, N. Y, 


Just how much per word was the 





Bergerman Loses 60G 


| Court. Monday (3). 


PICTURES 
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atest Hwood Distraction Is Ball 
Electing a New Los Angeles Mayor 





































Set for four weeks at $2,500 
2 weekly, through Curtis & Allen 
F; Ide’ Office, 
a = ° Hollywood, May 4 
1e ds Original Ploughing Them Under Hollywood, Which has more ap- 
———— BIG FOREIGN: a Peals to the Populace than a South 
Hollywood, May 4, Hollywood. May 4. American republic, has had another 
WwW. Cc. Fields wiled away the Sales manager of New York me today Th time it’s a mayor, 
hours recuperating from pro- Publishing house was Visiting With the studios Up to their ears in 
tracted illness at Las Encinas B () T0 [JP UA Jim Tully. After lunching at his work, pou N& oil over labo, trou 
Sanitarium in Pasadena, collab- o a three-acre estate on Toluca bles, the ad led distract MN OF picking 
bing with Jack Cunningham on Lake, Tully took the passion 2etween incumbent M v Prank L, 
an original. Peddler to another place of hi Shaw of Toronto, Cy ind John 
Comic, much improved, is TINT TREND Of 89 acres where he 2rows Anson Ford, of Beloit, W i 
back in Bel Air and Para- alfalfa and makes $8,000 a year anything but a hit 
mount is readying his new pic- from _ his crops Magnificence Only comedy relief of the cam- 
ture, ‘That Man’s Here Again.’ —-—— of the haciendas left the pub so paign wa irt way Shavian 
Money is Persuading United Art- slap-happy he began talking forces picked up «<1 idio technique of 
J d G dd d L k ists execs that color has a distinct like Benny Baker. : re Dunning process in ordey © Gun 
| U ge oddar OOKS added value in foreign spots and Gosh, he gasped, ‘did rou the Ss Out of hi et, SOs 
“ ‘. producers for the company are more | get all this from writing books? plastered town with pictures of Hiz- 
For Story Piracy In bullish on tinting. But Sam Gold. | No, countered truthful Tully, | 2oner riding jin an open ear with 
wyn is puzzled about putting ‘Gold- ‘I got it from not writing the Prez and Mrs, Roo evelt, just to 
Peek at WB’s ‘Hell’ wyn Follies’ into hues. books.’ | how what a pal the mayo) Was with 
| He set a $1,500,000 budget but |l__ everybody around the White Ho 
— color costs $600,000 more. So Gold- | | Capitol dome Was superimposed as 
N. Y. Federal Judge Henry w.|! wyn has not made a decision | Mayer Formally }@ background to the till, but un 
| Goddard visited Warner Bros. yes-| Significance of color on foreign | fortunately Arthi " De Titta, Fox 
terday (Tues.) to view privately | distribution is Statement that ‘Gar. A N | Movietone ean ‘raman, 1 n zed 
‘The Mayor of Hell,’ film over which | den of Allah’ (Selznick), a Techni- nnounces orma himself between the cele n 
| Albert Bein. Playwright, igs Suing | color, will get more foreign than do- | Sh § M ( ‘ar and the capitol dome The only 
| Warners on a charge of infringe. mestic gross, with a world total of | carer lays “ME time he had | picture’ taken wiih 
| ment. more than $2,700.000. . Hizzoner and the Pres, said De Titta 
Bein seeks an accounting, damages ‘Star Is Born,’ UA’s latest color | lolly wood, May 4. | Was at the Coliser no when the pra 
}and an injunction. release, Stands its Producer, David | Norma Shearer will continue in | idential Party visited Los Angel 
| Bein, on the stand. Claimed Ed-|O. Selznick, $1,400,000. Additional | the Metro fold. according to an an-| in 1935. 
ward Chodoroy took materia] from | Selznick Pictures will be done in | nouncement made May 3 at a Metro So while it was true the mayor 
| his book, ‘Youth of Hell,’ and from | Color, Walter Wanger is turning out luncheon in the studio, presided over | had entertained the Prez, it wasn't 
a play he had written, “Little oy “Vogues’ in hues and Alexander | by Louis B. Mayer. | true that the Prez had returned the 
Boy.’ The two described his ex- | Korda will do tinters, UA expects “Migs Shearer told the gathering | compliment. and so the ph torraph 
| Periences after serving a term in a to be a leading distributor On color | that she preferred to remain with | showing them all riding down Penn- 
| Missouri Prison and then Jumping | this year. M-G, but did not disclose when she | sylvania Avenue was a process shot, 
| freight to the Coast. On the Coast Cham outstanding black and white is | would start work. However, it is designed for dunning the peosont out 


Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times. 


he turned his Writings over to 
| World gross has Passed $4,000,000. 


Chodorov, he Claimed, for the latter 
to put in scenario form. He asserted 
the scenarist utilized the material] 
for ‘The Mayor of Hell.’ 

Chodorov, for the defense. denied 
Bein’s claims. Judge Goddard de. 
| cided to see the film and compare it 
; With the script of Bein’s book and 
|Play. Trial is expected to end Fri- 
| day (7), 





CAGNEY SET FOR CN 
TUNER, ‘DYNAMITE’ OFF 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Grand National has set musical, 
‘Something to Sing About,’ as James 
Cagney’s next, scheduled late in 
May, Victor Schertzinger 
Production combines budgets Planned 
for a Cagney feature and a Schert- 
zinger musical, 

New setup shelves 
land’s ‘Dynamite,’ also skeded for 
Cagney. Schertzinger collaborated 
with Austin Parker on the ‘Sing’ 














TRY; DEVAL’S PLAY 


Hollywood, May 4, 
RKO’s first venture with the N. : £ 
| legit stage will be ‘Amstel,’ a three- 
acter by Jacques Deval, author of 


Richard Row- 


ence 


a script. Story has Cagney as leader 
‘Tovarich,’ now Current on Broad- of a swing band. 
way. This assignment dispels rumors 


Story has a French countryside | +, 
background and will be produced by h 
Pandro Berman after its N. Y, stage 
run, 


Vic Myers’ 20th-Fox Suit 
Settlement Indicated 


Seattle, May 4. 


at Cagney will quit GN. There 
ave been reports anent a Possible 
reconciliation with Warner Bros. 


No. 2 Santa Anita Now 
Looks Cold on Coast 


Sacramento, May 4, 
Using the Roosevelt technique of 
trying to increase the racing com- 
mission from three to five in order 
to push through their Plans for a 











damage to Vic Myers, this State’s 
lieut-gov., who Swings a wicked ba- 
ton when he leads his jazz band, fs 
Still a mystery. He asked for $10,000 
per word in a suit for libel against 
20th Century-Fox, for the wisecrack 
in ‘Thanks a Million’ about the folks 
up in this state electing a jazz band 
leader, and thus proving the people 
would vote for anybody. 

The suit for $250,000 libel has been 
withdrawn upon stipulation of both 
parties to the action. with prejudice. 
This means it can’t be brought to 
issue again, and it means that a set- 


Howard Green and others 
Pushing for a second track in Ingle- 
wood. 

Santa Anita 
cleanup, Picture 

















track has 
Stars who 


been a 
put in 
$2,500 for shares before track was 


'tlement was made, out of court, ; ; 
However, if and how much, is not | built two years ago now finding 
divulged. their stock is worth $25,000. 


Meyers is reported to be in I, A. 


or Oklahoma at this time. His at-| the Santa Anita thing and while 
torney is out of town. And the at- | Hearst and Warners are like that on 
torney for the defendants refers | pictures they don’t add the same 


way around the feed box. 

Bookies Numbering 250 
L. A. figure they handled $150,000,000 
last year and doubt if another track 
could up that much. 

Second-trackers argue that such a 
figure looks big enough to £0 around, 
but the whole set-up from reform- 
ers down to commissioners IS against 
such largesse. 


sundry and all persons to Meyers’ 
attorney, 


tee 





Commish Suit Vs. Landers 
Hollywood, May 4. 

Stanley Bergerman lost his $60,000 

commission suit against Lew Lan- 

ders, RKO director, in Superior 

Landers testi- 


agent failed to make good Schulbers’s Par Wachun 
| : 


fied the 


| a promise of a Universal job, hence 


> resc Ss contract. <n 
he rescinded his contrac “=e iy 


Hal Roach has Hearst support on | 


; Some time during the Summer on her 


| 


directing. | 





| 


|} nounced a 
| Wilkerson. publisher 


around | 


ackap , ‘rver ¢ 
on, po Mn cag B. P. Schulberg has set the fol- 
: cae lowing Starting dates on three re- 
seven-year contract. Maining pictures under his Para- 
sa) eee : mount deal: 

‘Let’s Talk of Leve,.’ with Ann 
North Out of RKO Dvorak and John Trent, tomorrow | 
Holly wood, May 4, (5); ‘Stranger Than Fiction.’ follow- 

Robert North checked out as a ing Monday 10); ‘Bonanza’ witl 
Paramount associate producer after | Edward Arnold, George 3ancroft 
six months on the Par lot. and John Trent Richard Wallace 
He came over to Par from RKO, directing, June 1, | 


| Betty Bronson Back for 


understood that she vote. And that's 
called the Dunning Proce y 
Pop of L. A. now a~ und 1.500 000, 
with boom-it-up boys claiming that 
makes them fouri) | i 
- country, but Norris J. Nel Mm, prez 
of Junior C of C of Hollyw rd, 
claims nobody ever h ‘ard of L. A. 
Nelson, running for city council. 
man, took time out between the 


will get going | of his why it's 
first, which will 

Antoinette.’ 
Produce, 


probably be ‘Marie 
Hunt Stromberg will 


city in 


Pic Re-entry at Republic 


Hollywood, May 4. 


pri- 


maries and the finals (three was ) 
Betty Bronson, featured Player of | to hop to Washineton and talk Jim 
Silent films, is returning to Pictures Farley into Ziving Hollywood back 


in ‘Singing Kid from Pine Ridge’ at 
Republic. LeRoy Mason, also a fav 
of silents, is cast opposite. 

Others in the picture are Jack 
Daugherty, Gordon Wickland, Tom 
Smith, Dick Hartmans, Ken Cooper, ters. 

Jack Ingram, Henry Hall, Frankie ‘Hollywood,’ he argued, ‘is famous 
Marion, Charles Middleton, Loren all over the world, but nobody 
Riebe, Bud Osborne, and the Ten- knows where Los Angeles i:.’ : 
nessee Ramblers. It struck the Postmaster General 


7 ae 7 as a whim, but he doesn't know Hol- 


loria’s Col. Solo lywood. They have a whim of iron. 


In the end he said Okay. 

Hollywood, May 4. John Anson Ford also is 

Columbia signed Gloria Swanson Hollywood. 

to a one-picture contract over thelas a county supervisor, but Show, 

transatlantic telephone. Actress is Jim Davis, chief of police, and Guy 

now in London. McAfee, an ex-cop, really run the 

Film will be called ‘Second Mrs. town, and are liked because they 
Draper,’ from unpublished nove] by 


, ; . ™Y | keep outside racketeers out. 
ne Pierce. Goes into work in six The Hollywood Citizen-News keens 
weeks, 


Pounding against this trinity, but the 
downtown dailies like it, 80 it steys. 
Even so, running off an electi n 
about something every month or so 
takes a lot of time and some Produc- 
tion has to Pay for that. 

A free-for-a}] for all offices at the 
Same time the Presidential eles mn 
is held and then a four-year lay ff 
would be a welcome solution for 
Production Managers, 


its own cancellation stamp. He said 
it’s bad enough for peonle jn [Toliy- 
wood to have to pay taxes to Los 
Angeles without having the 
slapped all ove; their out 


name 


9ing let- 


from 








ee 


Jackie Cooper’s ‘Boy’ 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Jackie Cooper has Signed with 
Scott R. Dunlap, Monogram produc- 
tion executive, to star in ‘Boy of the 
Streets.’ 
Writing chore on ‘Boy’ likely will 
£9 to Marion Orth, who recently 
completed adaptation of ‘Paradise 


wn __ $6000 PIRACY surT 
mikersons Part | ON U’S ‘SMART CIR!S’ 


Holly wood, May 4. 7 
Billie Seward, film actress, an- 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Suit was filed in superior court 


Separation from W. R, 
here Thursday (29) by Edward du 


of the Holly- 
wood Reporter, and her plans are to 

Domaine charging Plagiarism against 

Universal in Production of ‘Three 


institute a divorce action, 
Couple married little over year 








ago. Smart Girls’ and seeking $60,000 
‘ damages,’ $50,000 for asserted theft 
of the story and $10,000 on alle ed 

Loy, Hornblow East | loss of creen credit 
Hollywood May 4 | Complaint specific that du Do. 
Arthur Hornblow and his wife, | Maine registered a story titled 
Myrna Loy trained east Monday | Bringing t p Father’ with the Screen 


Writers Guild prior to Aug, 1, 1935, 
This story. according to du Domaine, 
was offered to Universal and re. 
jected. He claims material was basis 
of ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 


(3) for three weeks’ vacation. 


‘GENT’ AWAITS BETTE 
Hollywood. May 4. 


Due to wash up ‘That Certain — 
Party’ at Warners around May 10,/ Revive Orig Lindbergh Film 
Bette Davis 


£0es into ‘A Gentleman | 


After Midnight.’ 
Leslie Howard js cO- 


Original motion picture. ¢ mm piled 


by Hays organization on Charle A. 


tarred in the 


Lindbergh's flight from ~~ 2, t& 
sation. | Paris, will be screened again «h.. 
aris, wi Ti ] n ‘hain when 
| aviation Officials celebrate the 10th 
KOHLMAR BOONEING | annive: ary of his exploit. Fete will 
Fred Kohimar of Samuel Gold-!be at the Waldorf-Astoria. May 20-21, 
wyn's staff js In New York on a Film was turned out in May, 1927, 
Periodic talent quest. Lin cooperation th ne eel eo 
Will be east a month. Panies, 


He represents the town - 
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Time devotes cover and 2,000 word write-up! Mauch Twins are Guests of Honor on coast-to- 





American features the life story of the Mauch 
Twins — advertises it nationally — posts 25,000 
placards on nation’s newsstands! 


Life tells the story in pictures with a complete 
“Prince and Pauper” section! 


In addition to record fan magazine coverage! 


coast Youth Week broadcast with direct appeal 
to Boy Scouts assuring full local cooperation! 


71 Hollywood Hotel stations broadcast Errol 
Flynn and Mauch Twins in Coronation scene! 


Big Brother Organization dramatizes highlight se- 
quences—and continues it for a second broadcast! 
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We ask you, and you can ask yourself, what picture ever 
came to the exhibitor market with-public focus keyed to 
buying-fever by a campaign as world-reaching as this?... 


5 RRS ERRORS 


Yn the movie page and in the news section Hits a new high for outdoor display with 30 solid 
With full and half-pages of pictures and stories! days of 24-sheeting in 1500 nation-wide cities! 


RE LEAS F D T H | S W E E K at the peak of the greatest publicity 
Push ever organized for picture promotion by W A K N F R R . 0 S 
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No New Taxes on British Film Biz 
Despite Heavy Armaments Budget 


London, April 26. 

Budget announcement indicating 
no further import duties proved a 
great relief to the motion picture 
business, particularly in view of re- 
cent Parliamentary hints that the 
Board of Trade was eyeing the film 
import situation. It was feared the 
heavy armaments commitments of 
the U. K. would mean drastic in- 
creases in taxation on all sides. 

Though no direct levies come the 
way of the film industry, yet affect- 
ing it in common with all commer- | 
cial undertakings is the tax on rising 
profits, known as the National De- 
fense Contribution. This will be a 
graduated tax, ranging from 20 to 
33 1/3% on growth of profits in ex- 
cess of $10,000 a year, expected to 
yield $10,000,000 this year. 

Hit by the measure particularly 
will be American distributors, 
whose collective earnings from the 
U. K. market are estimated at 
$25,009,000 and ia0ore in a year. 

Tax is estimated as equivalent to 
an addition of 242% on the income 
tax already levied on industry. 


BRITISH PRODS., 
DISTRIBS’ WAR 


London, April 25. 
Differences between British pro- 
ducers and distributors are likely to} 
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| for Japan. 


| the censor. 
| advanced why the two pix are not 
| taken out and prepared, but guess 





COIN JAM HOLDS UP 
G-B PIX IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, April 16. 








Gaumont-British is having a diffi- | 


cult time getting satisfactory distri- | 


bution here. 

Several months ago a 
was made with U. Ono & Co. where- 
by it was to become the G-B agent 
Ono and his backer, T. 
Yoshida, had a falling out and Yo- 
shida worked the deal around so 
that he became the agent. Yoshida, 
not being equipped to handle the 
physical end ot the biz, then at- 
tempted to peddle the G-B product 
to Empire Film Distributing Co., but 
no dice. 

First two pix under the original 
Ono & Co. setup have been in Ja- 
pan for some time but are still in 
bond at customs. Two subjects are 
‘Secret Agent’ and ‘It’s Love Again.’ 
with the latter standing a good 
chance of being badly mutilated by 
No reasons have been 


contract 


is that it’s on account of anticipated 
censorship difficulties on the mu- 
sical. Under the original Ono con- 
tract no provision was made for 
credit for banned pix and no allow- 
ance was provided for in case of 
subject being mutilated. 

E. J. Hewitt, here for British 
Acoustics (G-B subsid) is attempt- 
ing to straighten out the matter. 


| 


} 
} 
| 
| 


| 


lead to a blow-up. Studio concerns While it is expected that the exist- 


are complaining the renter has a | 
disproportionate share of the rev-| 


| 


enue from films they produce, and | 
threaten to break away and under- | 
take their own distribution. | 


Question is one of the fundamental 
problems discussed at the industry's | 
current joint conversations, but a} 
wide gap separates the two bodies. 

Alexander Korda is said to be a 
foremost rebel, his recent utterances 
having proved him at variance with | 
distributors on basic trade principles. 
Meetings of the Federation of Brit- 
ish Industries Producers’ Group 
have fostered the discontent, with 
the threat of terminating existing 
distribution arrangements likely to 
be a real menace to renters. 

Fact that distribs are dependent 
on the studios for quota require- 
ments renders the position more 
piquant, and an early showdown is 
anticipated. 


Lopert’s New Pax Film 
Fetching in Foreigns 


For English Dubbing 











ing contract will be carried out un- 
der the new deal between C. M. 
Woolf and G-B, so far nothing has 
been heard from General Films on 
the subject. 





Nippon’s Ace Cinema 
Drops U. S. Pictures 


Tokyo, April 14. 

Nippon Gekijo, Toho’s ace spot, 
has changed its policy, going to Jap 
pix exclusively, instead of running 
a mixed program, as in the past. 
This is a serious blow to foreign 
product as the spot is the largest and 
finest in town. American distribs 
affected are Paramount, RKO, 
Warner, Columbia and Universal, all 
of whom are tied to the Toho chain 
for release. 

Other downtown release house 
controlled by Toho is Hibiya Gekijo, 
but can’t possibly accommodate all 
the product of the five distribs. 





‘ROSE MARIE’ IN SYDNEY 


Aussie Biz Oke—Plainsman,’ ‘God- 
frey’ Doing Well 








Sydney, April 13. 

‘Rose Marie’ (MG) came in when 
biz was at a marked low, but quickly 
shot uv to top trade and looks like 
a smash. ‘The Plainsman’ (Par) is 
also in the heavy coin and likely to 
return a solid gross. ‘My Man God- 
frey’ (U) is a laugh hit and sure to 
make top grade, but ‘Charge’ (WB) 
took a dive and will soon quit. 
‘Lloyds’ (Fox) is going ahead nicely 
and should continue to good biz. 

‘Show Boat’ (U) is in its llth 
month and still rollin’ along. ‘It 
Isn’t Done’ (C) goes into the fifth 
week, but has weakened. 

Rest includes, ‘Winterset? (RKO), 
‘His Lordship’ (G-B), ‘Once a Doc- 
tor’ (WB), ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO), ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG) and 
‘Women are a Trouble’ (MG). 





Melbourne, April 13. 

Wet Easter gave the boys a nice 
break, but biz has eased somewhat 
now. Lineup includes, ‘Swing Time’ 
(RKO), ‘Rangle River’ (Col), ‘It 
Isn't Done’ (Cinesound,), ‘The Plains- 
man’ (Par), ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
(RKO), ‘His Lordship’ (G-B), ‘Rem- 
brandt?’ (UA) and ‘Romeo and 
Juliet?’ (MG). 





New Zealand, April 12. 
Easter in Auckland, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Dunedin was oke 
and American pix took the top spots. 


Features include, ‘Rainbow on the 
River’ (RKO), ‘Soft Lights’ (GB), 
‘Libelled Lady’ (MG), ‘Piccadilly 


Jim’ (MG), ‘Tarzan Escapes’ (MG), 
and ‘Girl of the Ozarks’ (Par). 





Actor Sues for Full 
Payoff Despite Nix 
Of Permit by Gov't 


Vienna, April 25. 


Otto Wallburg, exiled German 
comedian, is suing the Theatre an 
der Wien management. He had 


signed a contract to appear in the 
comedy ‘Das Duell’ for four weeks, 
but received a permit for only one 
week. 

Court will have to decide whether 
or not a theatre manager is respon- 
sible for non-reception of a worker’s 
permit. It’s a problem which has 
come up many times in the past in 
various European countries without 
ever being solved. In this case, of 
course, it gains importance because 
of Wallburg’s big name in central 
Europe and the Nazi innuendos in 
the background. 





Propaganda in European Films 





I, E. Lopert; dubbing export for- 
merly in charge of that department | 
for Paramount in Paris, and now es- 
tablished in New York, has formed a 
company for importing and distribut- 
ing foreign-made films in the U. Ss. | 
New company called Pax Films, has | 


been incorporated with that title, 
with Lopert as president. Frank 
Kassler, formerly working with) 


. * . | 
Lopert in Paris, is secretary and gen- | 


eral manager. Others associated are | 
William Weismann, Ed Simmons, A. | 
S. Fisher. 
Enterprise differs from the usual. | 
Will specialize, as far as possible, | 
in films which can be dubbed into | 
English, feeling being this form of | 
product can make headway here. | 
Lopert sails next week for Paris to 
look over the available product and | 
will tie up, if he can, three or four | 
pictures, plan being not to handle} 
more than that number yearly. 
Outfit will ship out some pix as is, 
with English superimposed titles, | 
but will concentrate mostly on the | 
larger dubbed product, handling the | 
dubbing itself and attempting to turn | 
the finished product over to regular | 
distributing channels here. | 





New B. A. 2,700-Seater | 


Buenos Aires, April 19. | 

Cine Meiropolitan, city’s newest | 
picture palace, with a seating ca- | 
pacity of 2,700, has opened. 
Ie is located in Calle Corrientes, | 
almost in front of the Cine Opera, 
city’s other de luxe picture house. | 


—_— 


May Help U. S. Indies in Japan 





Tokyo, April 15. 
European pix which have been on 
the upgrade here for the past two 
years, in the future will undergo 
considerably closer scrutiny before 
being purchased for distribution in 
Japan. Propaganda angle is the rea- 


| son, the Japs being out of sympathy 


with the present tendency of Ger- 
man and French productions in that 
direction. 

Russian pix have always been a 
headache for Jap exchanges because 
of censorship difficulties, but the 
situation became so bothersome dur- 
ing the past year that Saneisha, 
principal importer of Russian sub- 
jects, decided to discontinue han- 
dling them altogether. Previously, 


friendly via liberal use of shears. 

Criticism of French pix isn’t so 
much from the propaganda angle as 
from an alleged letdown in quality. 
Distribs here attribute this to the 
unstable financial position of most 
French producers. 

British pix, heretofore, unpopular 
here, are beginning to command 
more respect from both exhibs and 
fans. ‘Things to Come,’ ‘39 Steps,’ 
‘Iron Duke’ and others, while not 
offering very stiff competish for 
American product, paved the way 
for a larger number of importations. 
Laughton’s ‘Rembrandt,’ now play- 
ing at the Odeon-za, Yokohama, is 
giving a good account of itself and 





|}exhibs are showing considerable in- 


that company brought in an average | terest in ‘Fire Over England,’ due 


of four a year. 
red doctrine is so 


Japanese fear of the | to arrive in the near future. 
great that sub-| 


Opinion of principal distribs seems 


| 


jects had to be reviewed by nearly | to be that, with German and French 


|} all government departments, includ- 
‘ing the Army and Navy, in addition 


to the regular police censor. 
sian trade commission here fre- 
quently burned at Army censorship 
because a White Russian was con- 
sulted. 

German productions have not suf- 


| subjects becoming less desirable, 
| British supers and possibly the best 


Rus- | of American indies will be used to 


! 


= the gap. Deals on these are not 
| going to be as easy to close as in 
| the past, however, because Jap ex- 
| changes are now showing a tendency 
| to have a look before buying. Rea- 


fered greatly at the hands of the|son for wariness is due to the cen- 


censor, but both Towa Shoji and 
Saneisha, principal buyers, complain 
that overdoses of propaganda, no- 
ticeable in recent  importations, 
makes them dubious fare. Situation 
takes on a peculiar angie due to the 
get-together of the two governments 
in an anti-red pact. Japan doesn’t 
relish Nazi propaganda through 
films, but doesn’t like to appear un- 


sorship angle and to the fact that 
many subjects imported in the past, 
without screening, have been so un- 
suitable for the market that they 
didn’t bring back their print cost. 
During the past year several 
American indies have tried to break 
into this market. Grand National 
has been dickering for some time 
‘Continued on page 55) 








Italy Socks New Tax on Dubbing i 
Of U. S. Films Despite Hays Pact 





REICH NIXES ‘PRATER’; 
MONDIAL LOSES 1006'S 


Vienna, April 24. 
Mondial film company suffered a 


Germany’s refusal to admit its pro- 
duction ‘Prater’ in the Reich. Ger- 


man film chamber said the ban was | 








Rome, April 26. 
U. S. pix in Italy suffered a severe 
blow last week when Italian author- 
ities decided definitely to up the tax 
on dubbing, thereby destroying most 


| of the advantages won for the Amer- 
loss of approximately $100,000 by | 


icans by Will Hays’ personal negotia- 
tions here a few months ago. 
Where the dubbing tax heretofore 


because of the film’s poor quality | had been about $1,500 flat for all 


and not for poltical reasons. 


categories of pix, it has now been 


Though it is generally admitted | moved to about $2,500 for the lowest 


that ‘Prater’ was one of the weakest 
productions of Austrian film art, its 
rumored that the German chamber 
retaliated after the films ‘Condot- 
tieri’ and “Togger’ we-e banned in 
Austria because of alleged Nazi 
leanings. 


Mondial will now need more finan- 
cial backing. 


CAIRO FEARS 
HEAVIER TAXES 


Cairo, Aprii 18. 

General fear prevails here that the 
screws will be tightened on foreign 
film firms in general and U. S. films 
in particular when the results of the 
capitulations conference at Montreux 
are known. Purpose of the con- 
ference is to put the finishing 
touches to Egyptian independence by 
shaking off “fiscal immunity” of the 
foreign community. 


Egypt has been a paradise for 
foreign firms to date most of them 
having to pay only nominal taxes, 
if any. Claimed now that this im- 
munity was an injustice to the coun- 
try, which has suffered keenly on 
account of a revenue dearth. 


Current “amusement tax,” which 
was enacted in 1933 and modified 
two years later, is imposed on en- 
trance to race meetings, theatres, 
cinemas and various other forms of 
sport and entertainment if held 
within the limits of Cairo. There is 
no corresponding tax outside of the 
city. 

Tax is collected from the public 
by the house managers, who are held 
responsible by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. Charge amounts to about 25c. 
first class and half that for second 
class in so-called ‘Parimutuel enter- 
tainments.’ For other entertainment 
it is a half cent, cent, cent-and-a- 
half, etc., on entrance fees up to 25c. 
and 5c. on every 50c. or fraction. 


All persons holding a taxable en- 
tertainment must give notice of it in 
prescribed forms at least three days 
beforehand and to see that those ad- 
mitted pay up and are given tickets. 
Privately printed tickets have to be 
presented for the revenue stamp. 
Government prints tickets for the 
amounts of various taxes, which are 
purchasable and obviate the neces- 
sity of red tape. 

Non-payment is penalized by Ad- 
ministrative Seizure. Heaviest penal- 
ties are a $5 fine, a week in prison 
and 15-day close-down. 

There are now considerable mis- 
givings in pix circles, where it is be- 
lieved that with the collapse of cap- 
itulations, there will be considerable 
withdrawal of foreign capital from 
Egypt. Business has already sharply 
declined and a number of picture 
places may be forced to close. En- 
couragement given the native Misr 
Films and a general exodus of 
foreigners from the country, which 
has already started, make the out- 
look gloomy. 

Total annual import of products 
for use in photography and cinema- 
tography in 1935 exceeded $580,000 
in value a considerable part of which 
wes American. Total of $10,000 
worth of films was imported from 
the U. S. via Palestine. and the fig- 








ure is classified under imports from | 


Palestine. 


Neill’s English Tieup 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Roy William Neill has signed a 
year’s contract wit: Gaumont-Brit- 
ish to direct, his initial assignment 
being a George Arliss picture. 
Former Columbiz director has 
been in England working for British 
International Pictures the last six 
months. He has sent for his family. 





| 





earning category of films; that is, 
films with box-office receipts of 
about $125,000. Above that category 
the dubbing tax becomes about $750 
more for every additional $25,000 of 
box-office receipts. This staggered 
dubbing tax goes from the minimum 
of $2,500 to the maximum of $5,500. 

Italian authorities maintain that 
this new regulation in no wey 
changes the terms of the Hays agrec- 
ments regarding American imporis 
into Italy, but representatives of 
American pix here claim that it does. 
Hays was promised practically un- 
limited importation of American 
films, which is now being curtailed 
by putting such a high price on dub- 
bing that it will pay to import only 
the surefire b.o. successe¢. Further- 
more, it means that American pro- 
ducers will be forced to spend even 
more of their earnings on Italian 
taxes than they had before. 

Americans made representations to 
the Italian authorities while the new 
regulation was under discussion, and 
achieved some modification of the 
terms originally drafted; but, now 
that the regulation has gone through, 
the Americans entertain little hope 
of its being changed any more in 
their favor. 


CHINESE BAN 
FLOCK OF FLIX 


Shanghai, April 15. 

Chinese government censors ban 
and mutilate pix badly. 

‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) was 
entirely banned because the Japa- 
nese valet, Toki, resembled a Chi- 
nese servant, and nothing menial or 
derogatory re the Chinese is allowed. 
All sequences of ‘Polo Joe’ (WB) re- 
ferring to China were cut. Result 
was no continuity and the pix as 
shown had to be pulled in two days. 
Joe E. Brown is unusually popular 
with Chinese audiences. 


‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par) has 
been held up in Nanking since De- 
cember, although Gen. Tu, an offi- 
cial government adviser, assisted on 
production. 


Distribs of Chinese pix, though 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) is not yet here, 
are moving heaven and earth to have 
it banned. If passed it will be one 
of the biggest b.o. pix in history here. 
Again Gen. Tu was the official ad- 
viser in Hollywood. 

Local Fox office is cutting Shirley 
Temple’s ‘Stowaway’ before submit- 
iing it to the Nanking censors. Still 
questionable whether the board will 
ok it, however. 

In spite of the fact that the Cathay 
theatre had booked ‘It’s Love Again,’ 
the board of censors shipped the film 
to Hangchow, where Chiang Kai- 
shek is recuperating, for a private 
showing. Theatre and distrib have 
no recourse, suffering two days’ loss 
of extensive business. 

Shanghai Settlement censors 
banned ‘We Who Are About to Die’ 
(RKO) after the Chinese had ok’d 
it. 








Lord Portal Fed Up? 


London, May 4. 
Lord Portal, commercial magnate 
and chairman of General Film Dis- 





| tributors, the Charles M. Woolf par- 


ent organization, and a director of 
the newly-formed Jack Buchanan 
Film Corp., is reported resigning 
from all his pix directorates. 

Understood his film investments 
total at least $5,000,000 and now said 
to have told intimates he has no 
faith in future of British pix indus- 
try. Portal is heavily interested in 
Woolf’s participation in Universal 
and also in all other Woolf enter- 
prises. 
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Schuenzel, Ace Berlin Director, 


Flees; Nazis 


Berlin, May 4. 

Reinhold Schuenzel, generally 
considered top director now in 
Germany, who megged ‘Amphytrion’ 
and ‘Maedchen Irene,’ has been 
secretly skiddooed by the govern- 
ment. Review of his newest picture 
for Tobis-Rota, ‘Land of Love,’ re- 
sulted in the film being nixed 24 
hours before opening. Schuenzel 
was given marching orders. 

Unofficial explanation is that all 
of Schuenzel’s pictures contained 
numerous sly gibes at the present 
No explanation is made as 





regime. 


to why these gibes were never pre- 


viously recognized. 
Outcome of the business, from 





Schuenzel’s standpoint, since he is a 


non-Aryan, is a confiscation of all his 


financial holdings. 

Schuenzel is_understood to have 
quit the country before the officials | 
descended on him. In that case he 
will never be able to reclaim any of | 
his holdings here, nor pick up any | 
of his bank savings. Doubtful 
whether he took any of it with him 
since it is very difficult to take 
money out of the country. He is sup- 
posed here to be heading Hollywood- 
ward. 


TOHO-SHOCHIKU 
RIFT CONTINUES 


———— 





Tokyo, April 19. 

Dispute between Toho and Sho- 
chiku, rival producers and distribs, 
continues to hold the boards here, 
and present indications point to the 
eventual involvement of nearly all 
factors in the biz. Shochiku has been 
busy the past week lining up small 
indie producers to play ball with the 
Shochiku block, composed of Sho- 
chiku, Nikkatsu, Shinko and Daito. 
So far, favorable responses have 
been received from Koyo Eiga Com- 
pany, Kyokuto Production Co. and 
Makino Prods. Zensho Kinema Co., 
is on the fence but expected to de- 
cide next week. 

Being able to rely on product from 
these indies, Shochiku feels it will 
be in a position to successfully resist 
any boycott instituted by Toho 
against Shochiku-controlled spots. 

Toho’s recent raids on talent of 
Opposish studios came home to roost 
last week when Shochiku hired four 
of Takarazuka Girls’ Opera (Toho) 
stars for use in pictures. Though 
inexperienced in pix, girls will have 
a certain draught in the big cities, 
where opera has played. 

Up to the present the Toho-Sho- 
chiku scrap hasn’t brought any new 
biz to foreign pix, although it is the 
opinion of some exchange managers 
that it’s bound to come, if the rift 
continues. Feeling is that when Sho- 
chiku houses in the country realize 
the weakness of Jap indies, they will 
demand better product and turn to 
foreign films. 

Toho received a set-back in its tiff 
with Shochiku when 300 members of 
the Kwanto (eastern Japan) Cinema 
Guild passed a resolution censuring 
Toho for tactics pursued in hiring 





talent away from opposish studios. 
Underlying idea seemed to be that | 
exhibs fear an increase in film | 
rentals if Toho persists in boosting | 
talent stipends by open warfare. 

Before adjournment, meeting went 
on record as favoring members con- | 
fining Product buys to Shochiku, 
Shinko, Nikkatsu and Daito, now 
“nown as ‘the big four.’ 





Seize His Bankroll 


» 


FEN BEHIND CU, 
HOVTS, GT TANGLE 





‘Harry Day, M. P. 





London, April 26. 
There’s a guy in Parliament 
here who has constituted him- 
self an unofficial champion of 

the motion picture business. 
Name is Harry Day, and he is 
always to the fore at question 
time, popping off his little 
queries which appear to have 
the effect of keeping the House 

of Commons film conscious. 





Intra-Organizational Battle 
for Dominance—Several 
Factional Groups— 
Hutchinson’s Hops 





KENT TRIP SOON 





Sydney, May 4. 








Special Berlin 
Meet Called for 
Ufa, Tobis Reorgs 


Berlin, May 4. 

Minister Joseph Goebbels has 
called a meeting of all film folk here 
for tonight (Tuesday), probably for 
disclosures concerning the future of 
UFA. Facts will be decided on dur- 
ing an afternoon meeting of the head 
boys, and disclosed at night. 

Selection of a board of directors 
is one of the major items involved 
and information points to an ingress 
of actors here. Probability is that 
Eugen Ploepfer, Paul Hartmann and 
Mathias Wiemann will be made 
directors, paralleling the new setup 
on Tobis with Emil Jennings, Willy 
Forst and Gustav Gruendgrens as the 
board. 

Recent Tobis 





upheaval involved 


some important changes and staff 
swapping. 
Dr. Hans Henckel and (0ODr. 


Fritzsche have resigned from the 
Board of Directors of both Tobis 
Europa and Tobis Rota Film. New 
board consists of the Messrs. Schef- 
fler, Mainz and Jung. 

From the staff, Dr. Herbert En- 
gelsing, formerly head of the Board 
of Managers at Tobis Europa, has 
switched to Tobis, Inc., as produc- 
tion supervisor, while Dr. Hermann 
Schwerin has left his job as director 
of the managing committee at Tobis 
Rota to handle all contract and legal 
questions for the Tobis production 
management. 

Hans Fischer is stepping into the 
vacancy made at Tobis Europa as 
vice manager and Wilhelm Bruening 
is holding down the same post at 
Rota. 


‘LEGION’ BAN STIRS 
PARIS NEWSPAPERS 


Paris, April 24. 

Banning by the censors here of 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) has caused the 
press to unloosen a vitriolic attack 
on the boys, demanding that the 
censor be suppressed entirely. 

Most every paper in the town was 
at one on the assertion that, in 
turning thumbs down on the pic, the 
censor overstepped his duty. 

It is argued that there is no cen- 
sor for books or plays in this coun- 
try and that there should not be 
one for films either. 


Pix in China 
Shanghai, April 16. 
Best b.o. pix here now are ‘Re- 











union’ (20th), ‘Camille’ (MG), ‘God's | 


Country’ (WB), ‘Three Smart Girls’ 


|(U), ‘Girl From Paris’ (RKO), ‘One 
| in Million’ (20th), ‘Gen. Spanky 
1 (MG). ‘It's Love Again’ (GB) and 


Lothar to U. S. 

Vienna, April 26. 
Lothar. manager of Josef- 
theatre here, is leaving for 


ee } 


Will 


books 


Ernst 


Stadt 


Work there on two of his 
‘Romance in F Sharp’ and 

Mother of Justice’ to adapt them for | 
film scenarios. | 


‘Great Ziegfeld’ (MG). 
Basil Dean Lent Denham 
London, April 20. 

Basil Dean is going on loan to 
Denham to direct ‘First and Last,’ 
from a John Galsworthy play. 

Cast includes Leslie Banks, Vivien 
Leigh and Laurence Olivier. 


There’s a good deal more to the 
Greater Union-Hoyts’ General The- 
atres tangle than appears on the sur- 
face. Behind the curtains, it is now 
officially learned here, is 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, way off in New York, 
pulling strings which may yet even- 
tuate in that American company get- 

ting control of the whole business. 
| Principal characters in what is 
'now admittedly a battle for control 
| are Stuart F. Doyle, managing di- 
rector of Greater Union; 
Norman Rydge, chairman of the 
board of directors of Greater Union; 
and Doyle and Munro as co-directors 
of General Theatres. Plus, of course, 
20th-Fox, which owns majority con- 
trol of Hoyts. 

Between them, Hoyts and Greater 
Union have a practical monopoly of 
the market here, and both are power- 


ful outfits. But, when the world mar- 
kets went blah in 1930, bankers 
forced a consolidation into one 


powerful chain for the entire con- 
tinent. This was fine while it was 
necessary, but debts are now cleared 
up, profits are piling up and neither 
Munro nor Doyle are anxious to play 
| ball together any longer. Each would 
| prefer to be alone. 


| After arguing with each other 
about it for some time, Doyle made 
a trip to England about seven months 
ago and laid the first foundations for 
reorganization of his own chain on a 
separate basis.. He got the offer of 
| all the coin he wanted there, picked 
up some more in New York and was 
set to go. Returning here he bumped 
into unexpected opposition on his 
own board, several members of 
which wanted to know what was the 
matter with local money. 

While he was thinking up an an- 
swer to this one, returning the Eng- 
lish bankroll with polite thanks and 
writing in the home coin, Hoyts was 
not sitting still. Munro had ideas 
of his own, and they consisted of 
building up his chain, erecting the- 
atres, refurnishing, polishing, etc. 
Doyle stopped his financial maneuv- 
ering to enter into the building com- 
petish. 

That 





made a curious position. 
enterprise manipulating their per- 
sonal ends within that enterprise. 
While this was going on, Asprey sud- 
denly rushed off to New York and 
London. Asprey is head of Doyle’s 
board and was supposedly 100% for 
Doyle, but suddenly it turns out he 
has ideas of his own and these ideas 
consist strictly of making the most 
profit, individually or with partners. 

What exactly Asprey accomplished 
in New York isn’t known, but sud- 
denly it became evident that the two 
companies, all set to go their sepa- 
rate ways in December, might not 
do so. They might try another year 
or so as partners. And Asprey, in- 
stead of going right back, has re- 
mained quietly in New York, wait- 
| ing silently, but not talking. 

New Tangents 

Now, new tangents creep in. 
Walter Hutchinson, foreign managet 
|of 20th-Fox, looks over the Aus- 





{ 
} 
| 


tralian market on home soil and 
rushes back to report to Sid Kent. 
20th prexy, without giving out any 
statements. Kent sends for Munro. 
and Munro will shepherd both 


Hutchinson and 
ney in six weeks. 


Kent back to Syd- 
Why should Kent 


have to make a trip to Australia” 
| Why should Hutchinson make two 
|trips here in a year? Why should 


CONTROL? 





Charles | 
Munro, managing director of Hoyts; | 








Gov t Declares Itself Definitely 


In Favor of Quota Prolongation 
In England on a 10-Year Basis 


London, April 27. 

Pronouncement in Parliament that 
the Government is definitely in fa- 
vor of a further 10-year motion pic- 
ture quota throws the matter of new 
legislation into sharp focus, and in- 
dicates the basis on which all fur- 
ther trade negotiations must be dis- 
cussed, 

Till now all representations have 
been made in the dark, with no in- 
dication of the Gov't attitude, al- 


Quota Battle 
Grows Bitter 
In Australia 


Sydney, April 16. 

Dirty linen is commencing to creep 
out on the Quota line as pressure 
is being put on the American dis- 
tribs. Latest airing slaps at the al- 
leged stranglehold over exhibs in the 
Victorian nabes by certain American 
distribs. Stated that British pix are 
kept out of these spots py the 
Americans because of tieups with the 
exhibs, and that even should a Brit- 
ish pic be played, the Americans 
grab a share of the takings. 

Metro and Par are operating in a 
considerable way in the Victorian 
nabes by supplying their pictures ex- 
clusively to around 20 houses, called 
‘Independent Suburban Theatres.’ 
These are operating mostly against 
the Hoyts chain of nabes, and came 
about during a film war some time 
ago. Metro-Par tie here has been a 
sore point with many interests for a 
long period, and from time to time 
government interference has been 
threatened. 

It was this same film war which 
started Metro and Par looking for 
city theatres, after they had refused 
to make deals with the major units. 
Today Metro has its own theatres in 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, 
with Par running in Melbourne and 
having ace outlets in Sydney and 
other centres, 

Both Metro and Par have denied 
that they were financially interested 
in these nabe theatres; denying also 
that they were against British pix, 
simply stating they were supplying 








Here were two partners in a giant | pix wherever possible. 








Metro Looks Set at The 
Denham Studios, London 


London, May 4. 
Negotiation for Metro to enter the 
production field here in the newly 
constructed but unopened Paul 
Soskin’s Amalgamated Studios is 
now cold. 
Every likelihood now that Metro 
will accept the favorable terms from 
Prudential to produce at Denham. 








veiled but authoritative voice says 


| the contract for General Theatres to 


{Munro rush over to talk to them 
| first? Why should Asprey spend 
| four months in New York? 

| Nobody knows the answers—they | 


say. 


continue as a merged company will 
be renewed and for a 20-year period. 
Whether Doyle likes it or not. 


Charles Munro is in New York 


waiting for talks with Kent and | 
Hutchinson about things. He'll be | 
able to explain the situation more 
fully, he thinks, in a short time. He 


sails back to Australia on June 23. 








Hutchinson and Kent will follow him | 


so later. 
currently 


a month or 
Kent ji 


though it was generally felt in the 
trade that the general recommenda- 
tions of Lord Moyne's report would 
receive favor in Parliament. 
Revelation came from Walter 
Runciman, president of the Board 
of Trade, who indicated in a House 
of Commons reply to questions that 
the Gov't supported continuation of 


the quota and would introduce the 
necessary legislation before the end 
of the current year. He was unable 
to give a lead on what scales of 


quota would be imposed, he said. 


More Deliberations 

Also made clear by Runciman was 
that no bill would be drafted with- 
out further intensive deliberations 
with trade interests 

Simultaneously with the House of 
Commons statement came discussion 
in the House of Lords on the same 
subject, when members of the Upper 


Chamber supported a motion that 
all steps should be taken to assist 
foundation of the British motion 
picture industry on a firm basis. 
Features of that debate were an ap- 
peal for reciprocity in the United 
States, together with a_ statement 


from one Peer that British produc- 
ers should cultivate the ‘necessary 
blatancy’ to assert British ideas on 
the screen. 

Reciprocity angle was stressed at 
a meeting: of important national in- 


terests when a_ resolution was 
passed urging allowance in new 
quota legislation for representing 


the national point of view in motion 
pictures. Meeting decided to form 
a British Films Advancement Coun- 
cil, with a view to emphasizing the 
cultural importance of British films. 

It also will seek public support 
for ‘such legislation or measures as 
may be necessary to assure to Brit- 
ish films fair treatment in all coun- 
tries which market films in the 
United Kingdom.’ 


Joint Trade Meets 


These new turns in the general 
Situation will not affect the general 
course of the joint trade conversa- 
tions, which are being resumed 
within a few days, though the Gov't 
statement gives something definite 
to talk aboyt. Actually, the parties 
concerned have something more im- 
mediately affecting them on their 
minds—the problem of determining 
a basis of understanding between 
exhibitors and distributors on one 
Side, as opposed to the producers on 
the other. 

Trouble is that the producers are 
demanding a bargain as the price of 
their participation in joint talks, 
that price being a concerted drive 
for reciprocity in the U.S. market. 

Exhibs and distribs have so far 
viewed the discussions as a matter 
of domestic adjustment only, and 
jointly declare that the producers’ 
demand is outside the scope of the 
present set-up. Unless a basis of un- 
derstanding can be reached at the 
next session the fabric of the whole 
conversations may crumble, 


Other Headaches 

problem affecting the 
smooth progress of the talks is 
where exhibs and distributors can 
meet on the matter of functions of 
a joint trade arbitration committee. 
Exhibs still declare in favor of @ 
body with statutory power of ap- 
peal to the Gov't as final arbiter of 
trade differences: distribs, however, 
declare they will suggest machinery 
for handling defaulters without re- 


Other 


sort to law 

Exhibs also roundly affirm they 
will not be content with an agree- 
ment limite. to the quota matter; 
they desire an understanding on all 
matters that have irked ther. over a 
period of years. In brief, they see 
| this as their opportunity of break- 


abroad but is | 


due back May 18, in time for 20-Fox’s | 


convention in Los Angeles, May 31. 
Asprey says he isn’t in a position 

to discuss his New York business at 

But soon, he thinks, there 


present. 


But from behind the screen, a may be a statement. 





| in return for 


ing down the front which the dis- 
tribs have solidly preserved for the 
past 10 years in dictation of trading 
policy. This they see as the fair 
price to the demand of the distribs 
support on the quota 
problem, 
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‘Paramounts 
"MAKE WAY FOR | 
TOMORROW is 


so human that 


it hurts! 


—Los Angeles Daily News 


‘3B 


: =~3 poe btw sere 2am. 
AS LT Tem ea te 


SSR ee a 





PELLET I LAIN. NAO NMC A Nhe tt mete, REL NL ORL LE 
pana se a : 3 # 


@ Produced and directed by LEO McCAREY, 
who made “Ruggles of Red Gap’’... defied studio 
chiefs with famed ‘Gettysburg Address” scene 
by Charles Laughton . . . offered to tear up his 
contract and work for less than his salary just to 
make “‘Make Way for Tomorrow”... and won! 
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“MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW" is a Critic’s Picture! 


“One of finest motion pictures to emerge from Hollywood in many 
seasons!” writes enthusiastic Douglas Churchill in New York Times 
(Sunday, May 2nd)...“Another “Over the Hill’ and ‘Stella Dallas’!” 
says Los Angeles Times ...“90 minutes of most soul-stirring drama 
screen has seen!” says Daily Variety . . .“Teems with human drama,” 
says Motion Picture Daily. . .“ Will keep audiences happily balanced 
between smiles and tears,” says Hollywood Reporter. 


“MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW” is a Woman’s Picture! 


Read these comments from leading national clubwomen, educators, 
organization leaders*:“ Hope everyone in America will see it at least once” 
... Stirs heart and mind”... Has tremendous appeal”... Wish every man, 


woman and child could see it’”’...“-Recommend it heartily ”...“Magnificent!” 


“MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW” is a Man’s Picture! 


Read what men in East and West Coast preview audiences said about 
it” : “Grand, richly deserves. success”... “Human and appealing” 
... Should be one’ of season’s outstanding successes”. . . “Tremendous 


moving panorama of life”. ..“You’ll want to see this again and again.” 


“MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW” is a Mass Audience Picture! 


Trade paper previewers peg it as box-office in any theatre for every 
audience: “Bring in handsome returns ... refresh large audience,” 
says Hollywood Reporter. . .“ Will be widely discussed . . . have stimu- 
lating effect on box-office,” says Daily Variety .. .“When a picture has 
heart, public is quick to rally to its support. ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
has heart appeal,” says Motion Picture Daily ...“Puts Paramount on a 
new high standard,” says Box-Office . . . “Can easily stand alone,” 
says Showmen’s Trade Review... 


*Original copies of signed statements on file. 





“MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW 


with VICTOR MOORE 
BEULAH BONDI: FAY BAINTER > THOMAS MITCHELL 


Produced and directed by Leo McCarey * a Paramount Picture 
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CAFE METROPOLE 





“Gih Century-Fox release of Nunnally 
Jehnsen production. Stars Loretta Young, 
Tyrone Power, Adolphe Menjou. Features 
Gregory Ratoff, Charles Winninger, Helen 
Westley. Directed by E. H. Griffith. Screen 
play, Jacques Deval from. original by 
Ratoff. Camera, Lucien Andriot; asst. di- 
cecior, William Forsyth; film editor, Irene 
Moria: musical direction, Louis Silvers. At 
Rivoli, N. ¥., week April 28, '37. Running 
jime, 84 mins. 

Feaura Ridseway: «<6seess2< Loretta Young 
, PPT PP reer re TT eerie Tyrone Power 
Monsieur VictOr,.cccesceceed Adolphe Menjou 
Pael ..ccccccccsscscecceovecs Gregory Ratoff 
Joseph Ridgeway....«... Charles Winninger 
Margearet Ridgeway.......- Helen Westley 
Monsieur Leon Monnet......--+.+-+eeeee% 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Maxl Schinner..cccccecess ..-Christian Rub 
Maitre D'Hotel...ccceces Georges Renavent 
Attendawmt «..cccvcesteosacs Fredrik Vogedins 

Artist. ere tere eS Leonid nskey 
Arthur ThorndyKe......+e-- Hal k 
Gendarme. TErrT srt ee Alber 
lan Rubini Orchestra....... Themse ~ 
Porter oe baeadewecbounens Li 1id Snegoff 
Hote] Mamagmer. .cecccccseces Armand Kal 
Police Official... cccccccccsecs Paul Porcasi 


‘Cafe Metropole’ is an above aver- | 


age film. It’s smart, sophisticated 
(not too much so), has the proper 
romantic ingredients, and will please 
*em almost anywhere. 





formed in a brief prolog of the boy’s 
crimes, the script then being con- 
cerned with a re-enactment of the 
killings, giving an alleged insight 
into the psychology of the murderer. 

The film treatment eliminates the 
prolog and tells the story on a who- 
dunit formula. Latter does not 
heighten the entertainment angle, 
and sacrifices some of the patholog- 
ical interest. 

Studio has introduced a novelty 
touch, however, in assigning Robert 
Montgomery, heretofore of the com- 
edy brigade, to characterize the 
killer of ‘Night Must Fall.’ He dupli- 
cates, to the smallest piece of busi- 
ness, the interpretation of the same 
role as played by Williams on the 
stage. His is a realistic imitation, 
but such fan support as Montgomery 


i has gained is likely to be missing 
when this picture is shown. The 


| but 
| Laglen 


The marquee ! 


is more than adequately taken care | 


of. 


The Parisian background is solid | 


stuff for the fans, and there’s enough 
of the high society backgrounding 
and intrigue to hold. But most im- 
portant are the technical niceties 
which weld it together, ranging from 
Nunnally Johnson’s production and 
Edward H. Griffith’s direction to an 
exceptional scripting job by Jacques 
Deval. This French playwright has 
captured the American cinematic 
idiom in grand manner, so much so 
it is to wonder at his linguistic agil- 
ity as regards some of the idiomatic 
phraseology. There’s a terrific tag 
line which climaxes the proceedings, 
and it’s strictly an Americanism. 
Which, of course, brings up the 
thought anent Nunnally Johnson's 
dialogic contribution. 

The story is more than a ‘Grand 
Hotel’ of a smart Parisian cafe. 
Action moves in and out of the smart 
eatery (suggesting Maxim’s), and is 
interspersed with a flock of spar- 
kling twists and nuances. 

Gregory Ratoff authored the orig- 
inal, and while he didn’t overwrite 
himself a fat part it’s a pat character- 
ization which he carries off neatly. 
When he sheds his menial cloak as 
a waiter in the Cafe Metropole, and 
makes Menjou, the Boniface of the 
joint, kowtow to the waiter-of-to- 
day - who - was-a-Russian-nobleman- 
of-another-day, it’s'a sterling piece 
of directorial and histrionic jockey- 
ing. 

Menjou is consistently the scoundrel 
but his skullduggery well nigh 
makes him walk off with the cake. 

Loretta Young is cast as the head- 
strong American heiress; Power is 
the pseudo-Russian prince, put in 
that spot through a gambling scrape 
with Menjou, which that perpetual 
schemer seeks to capitalize. Miss 
Young, if at times running a bit ber- 
serk on realism, is given more than 
adequate support by Winninger and 
Miss Westley, capitally personating 
her wealthy parents. 

Deval, who authored the play “To- 
varich,’ again mixes up Russian roy- 
alty with the bourgeoisie stuff, this 
time interpreted for the screen. It 
generally counts for heavy returns. 
The touch where Ratoff, metamor- 
phosed from waiter to royalty, lights 
his cigaret with a 1,000-franc note— 
after but a few minutes before be- 
ing in service, is deft direction. So 
is the running gag with the leap- 
yearing heiress and the phoney ar- 
rest of the American millionaire on 
the boat-train to Havre. 

A lapse in creduity, seemingly a 
cutting deficiency, is a Latin quarter 
cafe scene where the romantic leads 
are shown in a romantic buildup. 
But in toto it’s light and the gen- 
eral romantic flavor makes it pleas- 
antly seasonal film amusement. 

Support, while incidental, is adept 
throughout. Lucien Andriot’s cam- 
era is suave, Louis Silvers’ musical 
setting is pleasant, and the general 
decor big league. So is the picture. 


bel. 
NIGHT MUST FALL 


Siromberg production, Stars Robert Mont- 


| brazenly faces his accusers. 


sudden contrast of his role as a mur- 
derer is very sharp. The appearance 
of Montgomery in a part which is the 
antithesis of his pattern may be art, 
it's not box office. Vic Mac- 
found the same _ condition 
when he switched over. 

Rosalind Russell is co-starred. If 
her part is vaguely defined in some 
respects, it has been written that 
way. She intuitively suspects the 


comes fascinated and then infatuated 
by his consummate nerve as he 
Finally, 
it is she who exposes him. Miss 
Russell portrays fear, horror and 
revulsion. Not pleasant, though well 
done. 

Dame May Whitty and Kathleen 
Harrison, of the original London and 
New York stage casts, repeat excel- 
lent performances. In lesser parts 
are Alan Marshall, E. E. Clive, Mat- 
thew Boulton, Merle Tottenham, and 
Beryl Mercer, 

Picture is splendidly produced 
while there is finesse in the direc- 
tion of Richard Thorpe. 

Locale is an English village and 
quite a few British players have small 
bits which gives them all a chance 
to spread the cockney pretty thick, 
and with variations. They should 
get together on one set of signals. 

‘Night Must Fall’ will have plenty 
of box office trouble. Flin. 


WAY OUT WEST 


Metro release of Hal Roach 
Stare Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy. 


production. 
Di- 


rected by James W. Horne. Screenplay by 
Charles Rogers, Felix Adler and James 
Parrott from original by Jack Jevne and 
(Charles Rogers; musical director, Marvin 
Hatley; camera, Art Lloyd and Walter 
Lundin. At Rialto, N. ¥ week May 3, 
37. Running time, 64 mins 
GOT i564 un p000 6ednes eccoccee.- Stan Laurel 
GeO an sw visticsseseoes socceoee- Oliver Hardy 
Lola Marcel....... ecccecses-. Sharon Lynne 
Mickey Finn eeeeeeses. James Finlayson 
Mary Roberts. ...cccccesss Rosina Lawrence 
Sheriff. ..ic.cccccccsccccccs..meaniey Fields 
meret’s Wile... i secccccatecs Vivien Oakland 
EO AVE DOFRs occ cceeccceees Themselves 
DARED. coc cccvesecccceceses eecccecees Herself 
Latest Laurel-Hardy opus _ just 


about extinguishes the good results 
achieved in ‘Our Relations,’ previous 
effort. ‘Way Out West’ will do most 
of its pioneering on the lower side 
of double-bill teams. Picture may 
gain a share of patronage through 
the comedy team’s showing made in 
preceding releases, but after that it 
will be tough sledding. 

Manner in which this comedy fal- 
ters and stumbles along is probably 
due both to formula direction and 
scripting. Three are credited with 
the scenario and two for the original 
story. Seemingly too many took a 
hand; plot reads that way. 

In general pattern the latest Lau- 
rel and Hardy entry follows closely 
the old methods used on their feat- 
ure shorts. There’s too much driving 
home of gags. Several of them are 
new or are given new twists. but the 
ponderous way in which they are 
put over washes out their expected 
effect. 

Laurel and Hardy sing and dance 
in this one, both to neat returns. 
They fail to follow up the advantage 
achieved in their preceding film by 
not talking again or working their 
chatter in effectually. Instead, this 
looks like a series of gags loosely 
strung together. 

The two boys are commissioned to 
deliver a deed to a gold mine. They 
find out. after handing it over, that 
the valuable paper has been given to 
the wrong girl. Hence, the mad race 
to readjust matters. On this thin 
framework hang all of the quips. 
And Oliver Hardy falls into a pool 
of water for the third time as the 
eventual fadeout arrives. 

For the Laurel-Hardy fans, who 
howl at anything the pair does, they 
may appear as comical as ever. They 


| Sharon Lynne comely blonde, works 


hard to gain prominence in a role 
that might well have been made 
more of. 








| which 


xomery and Rosalind Russell. Features 
Dame May Whitty. Merle Tottenham, Alan 
Marshall, Kathleen Harrison. Directed by 
Richard Thorpe, Screen play, John von 
Druien from stage play by Emlyn Wil- 
liams. Photography, Ray June; film editor, 
Robert J. Kern. Score, Edward Ward, At 
Capitol, N. Y¥., week April 29, "37. Run- 
niuog time, 115 mins, 
PPAURS 6.5 ck bese ceesoges Robert Montgomery 
Olivia csecccccccesess-. hosalind Russell 
Bre. BeNOR... ccocecsecd Dame May Whitty 
TUBUIN. . cncccscccscoegccdacessd Alan Marshall 
Doria WETTTTTITITI TTT Te Merle Tottenham 
BGrn. TereWce, .seccecesss Kathleen Harrison 
Relsize.....cccocececceess Matthew Boulton | 
NUIRE. . .cccccccccccccscccccecss Eily Malyon 
GHIA. . ccccvccdecccecsesgeecses BE. E. Clive 
TS ee ee 690 6u seeeder Beryl Mercer 
BAUR. LMOTlC. coccccececdscve Winifred Harris 
There is no reason to anticipate 
any greater popular success as a 
film for this translation of Emlyn 


Williams’ stage shocker than the orig- 
inal enjoyed during its brief Broad- 


way engagement last autumn. It’s 
tedious, slow (runs almost two 
hours), and even dull in spots. Nor 


is it a very convincing analysis of | 


the mental processes of a youth who 
has just murdered one woman and 
is planning to kill another. Show 
ran a full year in London. 


again is cast as villain-straight man. 
further slows up the action. 
Rosina Lawrence, heroine who's sup- 
posed to inherit the gold mine, ap- 
pears only for fleeting glimpses. 


Stanlev Fields. in the role of sheriff. | 


is totally wasted. The Avalon Boys 
contribute a few bars of harmony for 
added production value. 

Stan Laurel is given partial credit 
for being producer, which probably 


youth to be the murderer, but be- | 


wear their usual costumes, despite 
the cowboy-western surroundings. | 


Instead. James Finlayson | 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). Very 
pleasing romantic comedy with 
good names. 

‘Night Must Fall’ (M-G). Robt. 
Montgomery as a murderer. 
Too long and not boxoffice. 

‘Way Out West’ (Metro). 
Laurel-Hardy clowning in 
western atmosphere for thin 
returns. For added feature on 
dualers. 

‘We Have Our Moments’ (U). 


Mildly entertaining romantic 
comedy which reunites Sally 
Eilers and James Dunn as a 


team. Okay as No. 2 feature on 
twins. 

‘Motor Madness’ (Col). An- 
other thriller for the dual list, 
with Allen Brook, newcomer, 
showing promise. 

‘Song of the City’ (M-G). No 
marquee strength. Elemental 
stuff with some nice photog- 
raphy but needs bolstering for 
b.o. allure. 

‘Men in Exile’ (WB). Melo- 
drama will provide stalwart 
support on double feature pro- 
gram; Dick Purcell and June 
Travis in leads. 

‘Roarin’ Lead’ (Rep.). Nifty 
mesa drama with allure for 
adults and kids on the mul- 
tiples. 

‘Outcasts of Poker’ Flat’ 
(RKO). Slow-moving version 
of Bret Harte epic with Preston 
Foster and Jean Muir; best 
where two features prevail. 











We Have Our Moments 


Universal release of Edmund Grainger 
production, Stars Sally Eilers, James 
Dunn, Mischa Auer. Features Warren 
Hymer, Marjorie Gateson, Thurston Hall. 
Directed by Alfred L. Worker. Story, 
David Selden and Fredrick Stephani: 
adaptation, Bruce Manning and Charles 
Grayson; film editor, Frank Gross; cam- 
era, Milton Krasner. At Palace, N. Y., on 
dual bill week April 29, '37. Running time, 
6 mine, 

Mary Smith esccccccccccccces .Sally Eilers 
SONM WAG cecscsccsccscccesd James Dunn 
i rrr ere rier tr. e David Niven 
Enrico Mussetti ...........- Mischa Auer 
dn Mas Op 06 aHY Warren lHiymer 
Mrs. Rutherford ...... Marjorie Gateson 
PREMIO. Se sacueacdivesce Thurston Hall 
BEIGS TRUBS ccccccccccccceece Virginia Sale 
Clem Porter cerccccccccccces Grady Sutton 
The Captmin ceoccccccovescicses Ray Brown 





Sally Eilers and James Dunn are 
reteamed in this light programmer, 
which, as the No. 2 feature on dou- 





bles, will manage to get by. In sin- 
gle feature territory, it represents a 
hazardous b.o. undertaking because 
of its lack of entertainment force 
| and the fact that neither Miss Eilers 
nor Dunn is strong enough to pull it 
across. ; 


Production and story follow tried- 
and-true routine lines, but in the di- 
rection of some sequences fair com- 
edy value has been obtained, aided 
not a little by the performances of 
some of the cast, notably Mischa 
Auer, as a French detective, and 
Warren Hymer, who does an Amer- 
ican crook. In the development of 
the plot and the love interest, both 
the action and dialog frequently get 
very commonplace, at the same time 
slackening up the pace. 


Edmund Grainger’s production is 
built around the efforts of an Amer- 
ican trio which is going to Europe 
to dispose of $100,000 in hot money. 
With a detective on the boat hover- 
ing over them, they cache the loot 
in a trunk belonging to a_ school- 
teacher who's going abroad on a va- 
cation. Efforts to retrieve the money, 
in addition to the romance built up 
between Miss Eilers and Dunn, car- 
ries the action along to a conven- 
tional close. 


Dunn _Plays the detective-ro- 
mancer in a familiar. stereotyped 
manner. He’s not as likable in the 


part assigned him here as in some 
he has previously played, being a 
smart-aleck, roughneck type of cop. 
Miss Eilers gives an even perform- 
ance that’s quickly forgotten. Auer 
is the standout, while good support 
comes from Hymer, Marjorie Gate- 
son, Thurston Hall and David Niven. 
Char. 


MOTOR MADNESS 





Columbia production and release Fea- 
; tures Rosalind Keith, Allen Brook li- 
| rected by D. Ross Lederman Screenplay, 
} Fred Niblo, Jr... and Grace Neville: came 
| Allen GG. Siewler At Strand, Brooklwn 
j} week April 20, "37, on double bill, Run- 
|} ning time, 61 mins 
a. RA) Rosalind Keith 
Cn Cee bbees donk doe - Allen Brook 
| Siater...... ‘ ‘ «eee. Mare Lawrence 
| Givens . , ‘ Richard Terry 
Cap McNeil ..J, M. Kerrigan 
Lucky Rayme ee Arthur laft 
Steve Dolan ‘a Joseph Sawyer: 
Panche TTT Ty nae George Ernest 
| Jeff... ~“— cur A) Dill 
Pete Bailev.. 3 nee . : John Tyrrell 
PES BOOTS. 6 ceesedsevoscs : Ralph Byrd 


A swiftly moving. 
| jointed story of racing motorboats 
and crooks, this picture serves as 
introductory vehicle for young Allen 
Brook. As such, it shows him as 


but loosely 


handled. Otherwise, ‘Motor Mad- 
ness’ is only lively entertainment for 
double programmers. ; 

The time-worn plot of a small boat 
manufacturer who must win a: big 
international cup race to prove his 
worth has been further complicated 
by having the customary crooks 
operating from a gambling ship (an 
old custom off the California coast). 
By doing this and also spotting them 
in the role of assisting wanted crimi- 
nals past the 12-mile zone the au- 
thors have managed to stir up plenty 
of action besides the thrill of watch- 
ing zooming motor boats. 

Not only does the film 
way for Allen Brook, but 
establishes George Ernest 
the rising moppets. 

Brook, of course, is the hero 
mechanic who falls in with the 
gangsters, but attempts to correct his 
wrong step the rest of the film. 
Rosalind Keith makes an effective 
heroine, with little to do except get 
injured and then recover in time to 
straighten out the romantic twist. 
Joseph Sawyer, as a coast guard 
officer in love with the girl, proves 
sufficient in a_ subsidiary role. 
George Ernest, cast in the role of an 
orphan lad, supplies human interest 
and lighter moments without going 
precocious. Remainder of cast is 
standard. 

Direction is adequate considering 
material. Production values are con- 
fined to gambling ship interior and 


show the 
it further 
as one of 





hospital scenes, but satisfying for 
type of picture. Dialog is in keep- 
| ing with plot and at times shows 
sparkle. Wear. 


SONG OF THE CITY 


| 
| (WITH SONGS) 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release 
| Hubbard and Michael Fessier 
Features Margaret Lindsay, Jeffrey Dean, 
J. Carroll Naish, Nat Pendleton. Directed 
by Errol Taggart. Original and screenplay 


of Tucien 
production. 


by Michael Fessier; music, Dr. William 
Axt: songs, Gus Kahn; camera, Leonard 
Smith. At Fox, Brooklyn, dual, week April 
30, 1937. Running time, 73 mins 

Angelina..........++.+-..-Margaret Lindsay 
BR SP ee eee eee Jeffrey Dean 
Pere errereverriiie J. Carrol Naish 
Benvenuto.......-eseesescess Nat Pendleton 
TOMMT ccavsccccacsvssececcs taney Mmormer 
Jane Lansing.........++.++..Marila Shelton 
as SRO sc. c's 3 0:d8569 0k50 Inez Palange 
BEF. TRAMANGL. oiccccccscccess Charles Judels 
RIGO. sc dascducicscccsccusewe Edward Norris 
SER ETE POLE CLLR E EER Tee Fay Helm 
BOM cccccccsccsscccccccescace Frank Puglia 


This picture is going to require 
bolstering almost everywhere be- 
cause it not only lacks marquee 
strength but in trying to be vig- 
orous it makes a presumptuous story 
of what might have been a nice, 
homey tale of the Italian fisherfolk 
quarter in San Francisco. It’s not a 
‘Song of the City’ at all, but a song 
of Frisco Bay.- The city end of the 
film is dull except for a moment or 
two of levity. 

Story relates how the Italian fisher- 
folk pull a social softie out of Frisco 
Bay and adopt the weakling to make 
some kind of a man out of him. The 
lad, with nice manners but no char- 
acter, is broke and fell into the bay 
while drunk. 

What follows is simple. The so- 
cialite bends for the singing daugh- 
ter of the happy Italian family. This 
is a peculiar family in wihch the 
dialecticians sometime forget their 
dialects altogether. Margaret Lind- 
say is the daughter, a nurse, study- 
ing and hoping to be an opera singer. 
Mixed up with all this is a racket- 
eering incident, equally unrealistic. 

Miss Lindsay’s voice is pleasant 
when she sings but some of those 
musical moments barge in little con- 
sideration for story proprieties. 

J. Carroll Naish, as the philan- 
thropic localite, doesn’t jell, which 
is an unusual thing for Naish, but 
the dialog’s too much against him. 
Charles Judels as the kindly papa 
attracts a sympathetic interest, re- 
gardless. Jeffrey Dean, the society 
lad, is veneer stuff. Shan, 


POLICE MONDAINE 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 19. 


release of Dolbert Pro- 
Features Charles Vanel, Pierre 
Larquey, Jean Louis Barrault and Alice 
Field. Directed by Michel Bernheim and 
Christian Chamborant. Story, Detective 
Ashelbe; adaptation, Paul Bringuier; mu- 
sic, Jan Bos; camera, M. Isnard. At Agri- 
culteurs, Boneparte and Cine-Opera, Paris. 





Films J. 
duction, 


Sefert 





Running time, 75 mins. 

ON 5 o-darude duu ened oo i . Charlee Vanel 

ON +20 card es Obes ove Pierre lLarquey 
DOODPE scccceedcccccect Jean Louis Barrault 

DM cbeeevsiuiitcekesewoeke Alice Field 
| PY wide Sure «6h euaea tare Junie Astor 
| Philippe Cancourt Jean Servais 
Te pretcoses Rthigeoanduwmae Abel Jacquin 
| Baron Darmont ....... . Camille Bert 

Inspector Paul . Andre Roanne 
| Nenette see Hlelene Pepee 


(In French) 

Attempt to make this a gangster 
thriller falls short and is a weak 
effort modeied after the American 
tough guy cycle. Will do fair in 
this country, but doubtful elsewhere. 

Some good acting goes to waste 
in a story woven around the drug 
traffic in Paris and attempts of the 
| police to round up the ring. Vanel, 
as head of the largest gang, plays a 
forceful enough bad man. as does 
| Barrault as the scheming muscler-in. 
| but rest of the cast makes poor 
; attempts at showing gangsters in ac- 
| tion. Larquey is a patient police in- 
| spector whose investigations end in 


proves that he is best as a comic.|ohe of the more promising young | success. 


Several smart lines creep 


Wear. 


into the | leading 
sparsity of dialog, but most of it is | horizon. 
In the play the audience was in- i fundamental wordage. 


men to hit the Hollywood 
Reading his lines well, 
i Brook should go places if properly 


There is nothing outstanding in 
bee. photography and musical accom- 
paniment. Hugo. 


== 


MEN IN EXILE 


Warner Bros. release of First Nationa) 
production. Features Dick Purcell and 
June Travis. Directed by John Viltieys 
Farrow. Screenplay by Roy Chanslor 
based on ideas of Marie Baumer and Hwuy<. 


ton Branch; camera, Arthur Todd. at 
Strand, Brooklyn, week April 20, ‘37, on 
double bill. Running time, 58 mins. ’ ‘ 
Jimmy Carmody........0..0-: Dick Purcell 
RED SEONG. ce cccccccteceveness June Travis 
DE 3 0 6c whCeheeeed be sacdectacd Alan Baxter 
Mother Bialmes. so. ccccvcces Margaret Irving 
Cotomeal THOS. ccsccctiveged Victor Varconi 
SOMO ..2 di oo Khb 00 02060 608 ok 93 Olin Howland 
Bn Sheth ev ceearsceesntabes Veda Ann Korg 
Rocky Crane............++..Norman Willis 
General Alcatraz.......... Carlos DeValdeg 
LAMCY 2. cecccccvccccvscccccesed Alec Harford 
We ONC OOUN 6 6 ois 6s eee ces ae John Alexander 
Aide of Gomez.......... Demitris Emanuel 





Trim little melodrama that assists 
the cinema fortunes of June Travis 
and Dick Purcell, ‘Men in Exile’ wil] 
find most favor in dual-land. Fits 
nicely into such set-ups because it 
will bolster a bill where the main 
feature is dull and devoid of action. 


Producers obviously intended it for 
such spots, yet have given it neat 
production, excellent casting and 


splendid direction. 

The story of a community where 
criminals from all sections of the 
universe seek refuge has found its 
way to the screen on previous occa- 
sions. Here it is given a different 
twist by making the machinations of 
a revolutionary group the chief 
motivation. There’s the usual weak- 
willed brother, the beautiful gal aid- 
ing her hard-boiled mother in oper- 
ating an inn, and the diligent com- 
mander of gendarmes on this Latin- 
American island. 

Production is noteworthy for its 
speedy tempo and the suspense in a 
minimum amount of time. Director 
John Villiers Farrow takes the bows 
for the numerous exciting, vivid epi- 
sodes he has compressed into such 
limited footage. His near-execution 
scene comes close to being perfect. 

Dick Purcell, as the former con- 
vict who innocently gets into a jam 
in America, makes the role an in- 
fectious one despite thin story back- 
ground. June Travis furnishes prin- 
cipal romantic interest as the inn- 
keeper’s daughter, playing the char- 
acter with proper shading and never 
going overboard on the emotional 
side. Margaret Irving again chips 
in with a convincing bit as the 
mother. 

Victor Varconi, cast as the island’s 
police chief and ruler, rates billing 
along with Purcell and Miss Travis 
for his suave interpretation. Veda 
Ann Borg, as the ex-gangster’s wife, 
shows promise. Norman Willis is 
okay as the former gangster. Other 
stalwart contributions are made by 
Alan Baxter and Olin Howland. 

Wear. 


DR. KNOCK 


(FRENCH MADE) 
French Motion Pictures release of Fathe- 
Natan production. Features Louis Jouvet, 
Directed by Jouvet and Roger Goupillieres, 


Stage and screen play by Jules Romains, 
Music by Jean Weiner. At Cinema de 
Paris, N. Y., week April 30, ’37. Running 
time, 74 mins. 

Ae ree eee ee Louis Jouvet 
ee DEE, ds awe 000066 60% 6-6 Palau 
DEES o'< done tteheocs venvins eee. Le Vigan 
SOG. “ROMCION « 85.050 0.4.0°5 0050440 eescces .Moor 
NN. SONMOE ssc tccbisscisccced fo wanes Tarquey 
A EP eer pee ree Aleaxndre Rignault 
OROOR: oooh 6.0ohoeeses 0456s 6esee ee sOrges 
DEEL, b66 6 60 0 0564 0600045 ¥0 ocvcse -mellas 
The Maid................ Magdeleine Ozeray 
Madame Parpalaid......... Germaine Albeit 
Madame Remy........ Marguerite Ducouret 


(In French, with English Titles) 

It is not really apparent why the 
N. Y. censors for a stretch blockaded 
entry of this French flick. It does 
spear some sharp satiric shafts into 
the professional fronts put on by 
many a medico, and into a not un- 
known practice by many physicians 
of groundlessly alarming patients 
into thinking they have some strange 
ailments, asa means to consequently 
make long-time big-paying custom- 
ers out of ’em. But the film cer- 
tainly does not discredit the medical 
profesh, nor does it make any star- 
tling revelations as to how some un- 
scrupulous doctors hypo their in- 
comes. 

Film closely follows form of the 
play that was a hit for author Ro- 
mains when his piece was first pro- 
duced. It contains the same deep- 
sinking satire dressed up with creamy 
comedy that characterized the orig- 
inal. It is one of the best Frenchies 
to touch U. S. shores in recent years, 
and certain to display b.o. impact 
in the spots suited for it. 

Yarn is simple. Dr. Knock (Jouvet) 
buys a practice in a small rural 
townshiv from a lazy old medic 
who thinks he is very slick in palm- 


ing it off to a naive and much 
younger man. Knock moves right 


in. and by sly innuendoes, ominously 
lifted eyebrows, frightening charts, 
| impressive equipment and _.piro- 


nouncements soon has made the en- 
tire region hypochondriacs. By the 


time the old doc comes to the burg 
for the first-quarter collection of the 
coin promised by Knock, almost the 
whole village has been transformed 
into a health center to which swarm 
| patients from surrounding territory. 
The old medico arrives believing he 
sees through it and figuratively flai!- 
ing himself for letting Knock in on 
such an opportunity, but before h« 
has spent a night, he, too, is unde 

| the spell, and blanketed in bed feur- 
| ing the worst. 

li’s a simple yarn, with all the hu- 
|mor and satire sleekly sly anc 
| spotted just sufficiently under the 
surface not to make it too obviou: 





| (Continued on page 27) 
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MAX FLEISCHER 
CASE IS STILL 
DEADLOCKED: 





Dispute between Max Fleischer | top 
Studios and Commercial Artists and 





Designers’ Union regarding closed | 


shop, working conditions, higher 
wages and other demands still 
deadlocked, with meeting of two 


is 


PICTURES 





New B&K Single Bill 


Clearance Swap Likely 


Chicago, May 4. 

Talk along film row is that a/| 
‘deal’ by Balaban & Katz circuit | 
will eliminate double features from | 
the Chicago territory and a return 
to the single feature policy in ex- | 
change for a full week of clearance 
between the ‘C’ week houses at 30c | 


i 


and the first week of general 
release at 25c. 

Aaron Saperstein as chief of the 

| Allied independent exhib group, 


| 


groups scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon. Union has 
already filed complaint with Na-| 


tional Labor Relations Board that 
studio refuses to bargain as required 
by the Wagner Act. Has also peti- 
tioned regional board to conduct 
election to determine right of the 
CADU to represent majority of em- 
ployees. 

Meeting was held last Thursday 
(29) between Fleischer officials and 
CADU reps in offices of Louis Nizer, 
studio attorney, but only agreement 


dle. Report that union members 
among Fleischer employees are con- 
ducting ‘slow-down’ strikes as pro- 
test. against studio's ‘dilatory tactics’ 
could not be confirmed. Union head- 
quarters had ‘nothing to say’ regard- 
ing any kind of strike, and Fleischer 


| ‘week’ 
| ule; that is, by creating a 


states that he is willing to listen to 
any proposal B&K may make, but 
that it’s not regarded as likely that 
the independent exhibitors would | 


accept this extra week clearance as 
a fair exchange. 

Indies that if B&K wants 
that extra week of protection for its 
key nabe houses, then setup should 
be worked through 
tion of an _ entirely 
on Chicago's 


insist 


oniy the 
new 


release 


crea- 
release 
sched- 
week at 
35c top admish between the present 
‘B’ week at 40c and the ‘C’ week 


} at 30c. 
reached was to hold tomorrow's hud- | 


office claimed to know nothing of it. | 


It was reliably reported, however, 


that strike has slowed down studio | 


production about 50% first day, Fri- 

day (30). 
Dispute was precipitated by union 

for Fleischer’s alleged discharging of 


Anthony Pinelli, an artist, for ‘union | 


Union, affiliate of A. F. L., 
reinstatement of 


activity.’ 
demands 


Pinelli, | 


recognition of union, 35-hour week, | 


double time for overtime, legal holi- 
days, vacations and sick leave with 
pay, closed shop, elimination of 
‘speed-up’ system, and readjustment 
of the wage scale. Of 135 artists em- 
ployed by Fleischer, CADU claims 
membership of 110. James Hulley is 
union prez, Arthur Post is organizer. 


liffren, Edythe Wurtzel 





Marrying in Hollywood 





Lester 
Variety correspondent in Madrid, 
and now on the 20th-Fox payroll as 
a writer, will be married to Edythe 
Wurtzel in Hollywood next week. 
Miss Wurtzel is the daughter of 
Harry Wurtzel, agent. 

Couple met in Spain just before 
the revolution there. After a few 
months of war reporting Ziffren fol- 
lowed Miss Wurtzel to the Coast, 
arriving there a month ago. 





Trying to Settle Frances 


Farmer’s Managerial Suit 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Counsel representing 
Farmer and Shepard Traub are ne- 


| 


Zotiating a settlement of Traub’s | 


managerial contract with the actress. 
Miss Farmer signed with Traub when 
he discovered her in New York 
about two years ago. A year ago, 


after she had been placed under con- | 


tract by Paramount, she sought to | 


terminate the agreement. 
Traub recently was made assistant 
to Moe Siegel, president of Republic. 





Garnett Cases ‘Stand-In’ 
Hollywood, May 4. 


Tay Garnett is currently reading | 


‘Stand-In’ from the Satevepost novel 
for Walter Wanger. 
Howard starrer. 
Director then goes into the first of 
his productions, ‘Trade Winds,’ with 


It’s a Leslie | 





Ronald Colman, for United Artists | 


release, 


Par Tags Middleton 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Paramount signed Ray Middleton, 
baritone, who recently completed a 
tour with Jose Iturbi and the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra. 
No assignment yet. 








ERWIN’S NEXT AT GN 
Hollywood, May 4. 

Stuart Erwin’s next feature for 
Grand National, ‘Face the Facts,’ 
will set under way late this month 
with Andrew L. Stone at the pro- 
duction helm. Film will be devel- 
oped from Clarence Budington Kel- 
land's Original story. 

Script is being written by Betty 
Laidlaw and Robert Lively. 


| 
Ziffren, former U.P. and | 


| 


| 





paper ad and Ralph Rolan, of March 
Frances| 


S&M Would Like to 
Sell Its Chi Circuit, 
But Hold Out for 3506 


Chicago, May 4. 


17 








Silenced 


Chicago, May 4. 
All trailers made here for 
midwest points are being turned 
out as silents, due to the ruling 
of the Chicago Federation of 
Musicians controlling the mak- 
ing of recordings by musicians. 


Figured it’s better than to 
arrange with the Musicians 
Union. Musicians ruling also 


includes dubbed melodies. 











Panama's $10 


Reel Tax Puts 


Major distribs are aroused over 
new limitations on pictures sent into 
the Republic of Panama. Officials 
there have dragged out an old law 
and given it a new interpretation. 
New twist would force U. S. dis- 
tributors to pay $10 per reel on re- 


leases to Paname 


Republic ex- 
hibitors. 

Pending adjustment, each U. S. 
distributing company is_ holding 
back entry of alt pictures. Film 
execs do not rate the business as 
} warranting the $10 fee. 

Colon and Panama are only siz- 


Despite rumors’ of disposal of the 
Simansky & Miller circuit of six 
houses, Jack Miller and Simon Si- 
mansky remain in possession, though 
the houses are acknowledged to be 
on the market at a price. 

Simansky is believed to be the 
leading factor in the sale, as it is 
reported he’s ready to retire. Miller 
states he wants to remain. | 

Miller and Simansky are reported 
ready to dispose of their circuit for 
$350,000, plus a rental deal. It is) 
known they have been offered | 
$225,000, plus rent. Lido theatre and | 
property cost $635,000 when built by | 
S&M. A. J. Balaban and Sam Myers | 
are reported among those negotiat- | 
ing for the circuit. 


AMPA’s $1,667 Take 


Selling 444 tickets to annual ban- 
quet-dance, the Associated Motion | 
Picture Advertisers grossed $1,667 
and after expenses, there is a net of 
between $700-$750. Herb Berg, re- 
tiring treasurer, is the first in years 
to leave profit on the so-called Naked 
Truth dinners of the AMPA. 

Affair was held at the New Yorker 
and expenses were curtailed. Win- 
ners of AMPA awards were Metro 
for best press book on ‘The Great 
Ziegfeld’; Joseph Tisman, Warners, 
for best poster on ‘Black Legion’; 
Alec Moss, Paramount, for best trade 





of Time, for best ad to the public. 

Ralph Rolan, general manager of 
‘March of Time’ reel, was elected 
president of AMPA at the meeting 
last week. Lester Thompson, head 





of advertising code division of the 
Hays office, was chosen secretary. 
Paul Lazarus, Warner Bros. ad exec, | 
was named vice-president and Paul 
Benjamin, of National Screen Serv- 
ice, was made new treasurer, 





Payroll Escort Sticks 


Sacramento, May 4. 

An assembly committee killed a 
bill forbidding theatre managers to | 
transfer money to banks under es- 
cort of state or municipal police 
officers. 

Measure was opposed by 
lobbyists. 





picture 


’ 
Par’s Roadshow Dept. 
Paramount may set up a road- | 
show department this summer, with 
three pictures lined up. 


These are ‘Souls at Sea,’ likely 
opening in June; ‘High, Wide and 
| Handsome, for July and ‘Angel’ 


later. 


GAAL’S QUOTA QUICKIE 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Franciska Gaal, Hungarian actress. 
crossed the border to Mexico Friday 
(30) to remain three days and then 
return under a quota number as first 


step toward citizenship. Number per- | 
mits her to stay indefinitely. 

Next picture will be in C. B. De 
} Mille’s ‘Buccaneer’ at Paramount. } 


' the company’s 


able cities in the republic. 
Hays office officials are attempting 
to adjust the difficulty. 


RECEIVERSHIP OF PAR’S 
OLYMPIA CHAIN ENDING 


Improved conditions in New Eng- 
land and marked progress on a final 
adjustment of claims has put Para- 
mount’s large Olympia Theatres sub- 
Sidiary near a point where it will 
emerge from receivership. In New 
York last week, Sam Pinanski, co- 
receiver with Martin J. Mullin, 
stated the receivership should end 
quickly. 

This reorganization will be the 
last of the many Par subsids which 
went into receivership. It has been 
in receivership since 1932, 

It is likely Paramount will con- 
tinue Mullin and Pinanski as oper- 
ators or create a partnership in 
New England. In the latter event, 
it appears certain a partnership will 
be made with Mullin and Pinanski. 


Industrials Up 100%, 
Booms Pathe Lab Biz 


Addition of laboratory business 
from Monogram and United Artists, 
plus a pick-up in industrial work 
is booming Pathe Films lab opera- 
tions. Pathe also prints for RKO 
and Grand National. 

Lab printing for industrials is 
more than 100% higher than in 1936. 








| This business enhances gross intake 


of company because it brings a com- 
paratively higher rate per foot. Cost 
is greater because of involved 
process. All 35-millimeter negative 
must be printed, and then reduced 
down to 16 mm. Demand for in- 


dustrial pictures has soared in the} 


last 12 months. 





Fields in Par ‘Broadcast’ 

Shep Fields has been set for Par- 
amount’s annual fall edition of “The 
Big Broadcast.’ He leaves for the 
Coast around Oct. 1. 

Currently band is on tour playing 
theatres and Opens at 
Earle theatre, Washington, May 7, 
and Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, May 
21. On May 28 he opens season for 


one-niters. 


| Surfside Beach Club, Atlantic Beach, 


for six weeks. 


Gillham Returns East 


Hollywood, May 4 
Robert Gillham, head of Para- 
mount publicity and advertising, left 


| for New York last Sunday (2) after 


a week’s stay. 

He conferred here or exploitation 
for forthcoming pictures with 
Adolph Zukor and William LeBaron 
and made plans for 


and executive delega 


entertaining 


sales tions at 
convention here next 


month, 


Pix to Flight 





| 
| 


Indies’ New Make-It-Hot-for-Hays 
Squawks Revive Hobbs’ Inquiry Bill 


Washington, May 4. 

The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee today (Tues.) approved 
the Hobbs resolution for an in- 
vestigation of the picture indus- 
try and the Hays’ office, this 
action meaning a pat on the 
back for the bill, which, tech- 
nically, is pending before the 
House Rules Committee. Ap- 
proval by the rules committee 
is necessary to bring the meas- 
ure out. In okaying the bill the 


Judiciary Committee gives it 
encouragement to the extent 
that now the rules committee 


is asked to vote on it. 


Mailbag battle over need for Con- | 
gressional investigation of film busi- | 


ness is under way in perennial war 


| between independent exhibitors and 


the majors. 


As the Justice Department con- 
| tinues unending study of squawk 
about anti-trust law violations, Con 


gressmen are being deluged with let 


ters from theatre-owning 


| of Rep. Samuel Hobbs of Alabama to 


| turn the heat on the Motion Picture 


Producers & Distributors Associa- 
tion. Indie groups are adopting new 
technique to put distributors 
chain exhibitors on the griddle. 

Indie groups appear to have em- 
barked on a nation-wide crusade to 
inject life into the Hobbs resolution, 
which sleeping in files of the 
House rules committee. Lawmakers 
say letters pointing to the need for a 
new study of film industry practices 
bear the customary of 
having been inspired. 

Leaders in the indie fight are the 


and 


IS 


indications 
| 


| militant Southern California theatre- 
| owners 


who are bombarding 
bers of the House 


mem- 
from their state. 


| But legislators from other sectors 
| also report appeals for their support 


and requests that they help bring 
the Hobbs measure out of the com- 
mittee room. 

| The indies give the appearance of 
| having abandoned hope that the Jus- 
| tice Department will start a trust- 
| busting attack on the majors. Pessi- 
mistic note is seen in the correspond- 
ence which points out that a vigor- 
ous investigation is imperative to 
| throw light on asserted conspiracy of 
the Hays org. In the past, the in- 
| dependent groups have concentrated 
| pressure on the Attorney General, 
feeling that sustained agitation would 


wind up in eventual prosecution of 


major distribs. With the failure of 
the St. Louis criminal cases and 
slowness with which the D. ‘J. has 
moved in intervening months, the 
major force want to stir up agita- 
tion in Congress which might stim- 
ulate the legal branch of the govern- 
ment, 
Report Judiciary Okay 


The Hobbs resolution, which is a 
new approach to the issue of monop- 
oly, has attracted slight attention so 
far but is believed likely to receive 


approval toward the end of the ses- | 


sion. The indie letters at least have 
the effect of getting lawmakers to 
read the proposal, while the judici- 
ary committee, which would conduct 
the suggested inquiry, is reported to 
be in f. vor of action during the fall 
recess. 

Although the matter is relatively 
quiet, looks like Hobbs has a better 
chance of gaining his objective than 


any of the other lawmakers who 
have gone to bat for the indies. His 
proposition—which overcomes one 


s-rious obstacle at the outset by not 
proposing a_ special investigating 
committee—seems likely to escape 





| ago. 


most of the objections which killed 
the Sirovich resolution several years 
The other indie scheme, to out- 


| anti-trust 


constitu. | 
; ents urging support for the proposal 


| reported 


! 
' 
j and 


VARIET 


—— —2. 


partment of Justice will commence 
prosecution of national distributors 
the Interstate Circuit in the 
‘Hoblitzelle case.” This action also 
ancient history and has dragged 
itself through two dismissals in the 
state courts before the government 
took a hand in the prosecution. Le- 
gal points seriously affecting the mo- 
tion picture industry are involved 
The complaint 


is 


alleges illegal re- 


| straint of trade, asserting Hoblitzelle 








law block-booking by means of the | 
Pettengill or Neely bill, is stalled and | 
now seems unlikely to get attention. | 

| 


Dallas, May 4. 

Bigwig legal talent from New 
York expected here this month 
as observers and consulters in 
trust suits to be heard in the U. S. 
District Court of Texas involving 
nearly all major distributing c 
panies. 

First action is 
suit against Sol E. 
Jefferson Amuse. 
affiliate. Frels owned theatres in 
the Texas towns of Victoria, Fl 
Campo, Yorktown and Columbus. He 
alleges opened theatres in 
opposition and deprived him of film 


IS 


‘ 


alnti- 


the 
Gordon, 
Co., a 


Ruben 
head 


Paramount 


Gordon 


through Gordon's purchasing power 
because of his larger number of 
theatres. Frels’ complaint was dis- 
missed in state courts 
Interstate Action Next 
Following the Frels case the De- 


Frels’ 
of 


and distributors entered into con- 
tracts which established box office 
price fixing for competing theatres 


where films played subsequent 
to the Hoblitzelle 


rut 
houses. 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Albert J. Law, special assistant to 
Homer S. Cummings, U. S. attorney 
general, is nearing completion of the 
Government's investigation into 
charges of violation of the Sherman 
law and the federal 
sent decrees of 1930 and 1932 
respect: to film distribution and 


con- 
with 
eX- 
hibition. 
Inquiry 
and 


turns next to production 
motion picture financing. Law 
expects to finish questioning of Mmdie 
exhibitors by Saturday (8), 

Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
inquiry into film industry 
and likely look into the Hays or- 
ganization is nothing novel for the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Association. Haysians con- 
tend they have been under scrutiny 
by the FBI and federal investigators 
for eight years. 


VERSUS VENOM 
PACKS ’EM IN 


Seattle, May 4. 

Local indie exhib having lost his 
second, third and fourth run fran- 
chises to a big circuit, thought up 
a series of contests among screen 
personalities. For pash honors he 
pitted Clark Gable vs. Robert Tay- 
lor; Jeanette MacDonald and Grace 
Moore for Queen of Song; Jean Har- 
low and Mae West contended for 
the leading hard-boiled femme; 
Shirley Temple vs. Jane Withers for 
favorite child; Frank Morgan and 
Edward Everett Horton for screen 
comedian; Nelson Eddy vs. Bing 
Crosby for male warbling title. 

With the exhib showing pics with 
these stars on double bills, his idea 
became a sensation, audiences scram- 
bling to vote on their faves. Biz 
bullish until the exchanges called 
a halt, 


BRITISH-MADE ‘CITY’ 
DISPLACES M-G ‘CITY’ 


Chicago, May 4 

After one day (Friday) ‘Song of 
the City’ (MG) was pulled off the 
Oriental screen by Balaban & Katz 
and replaced with “Thunder in the 
City,’ a British-made flicker released 
by Columbia. 

‘Song’ was found to lack marquee 
names and b. o. strength, while it 
was figured that Edward G. Robinson 
in ‘Thunder’ would be better at the 
gate. Weekend biz strengthened 
through the replacement. 





Gus Schaefer Gets U 
Foreign Appointment 


Appointment of Gustave J. Schae- 
fer as export manager for Universal 
Pictures has been announced by R 
H. Cochrane, president. Schaefer as- 
sumes new post (17) date of his 


resignation from Paramount as sales 
chief for western and central Eu- 
rope. 

Schaefer, in film biz since 1914 
was manager for Par exchange in 


Koston before going abroad. He suce 


ceeds N. L. Manheim, recently re- 
gned, at Universal. 
CONN TAGS NEILAN 
Hollywood, May 4 
Marshall Neilan has been signed to 
‘ct for Maurice ¢ , 
First n foment ‘ | he a) 


original. 
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WAY... AS ASTAIRE-ROGERS | 
ACE FOR STANDOUT BUSINESS! 


fortunate first runs all over the country 
+|for openings this week and next..! 


10 TOWN WITH COLORS Fy 


“A SURE-FIRE HIT” f 'N@y 


“Joy reigns unrestrained (witness the laughter and applause!) at the Palace 
Theatre. For Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers are entertaining again. And how 
the fans love them!.. . ‘Shall We Dance?’ comes pretty near being a perfect 
vehicle for them. It’s a lavishly staged, charmingly costumed, astutely directed 
affair that tells a light, surprisingly well-rounded story. A sure-fire hit.”’ 

— Mae Tinee, Chicago Tribune 


“DUE FOR LONG RUN” 


. . “Opening day audiences at the Palace Theatre Thursday applauded and cho- 
rused ‘Yes!’... when Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers asked, ‘Shall We Dance?’ 











... it was a lively audience that responded with gay abandon and delicious enjoy- 
ment to the superb dancing, the Gershwin music and merry drollery ... peak 
entertainment calibre ... due for a long run.’’—Rob Reel, Chicago American 


“ASTAIRE-ROGERS NEVER BETTER” RKO 


we 
“The answer to ‘Shall We Dance?’ is—definitely yes!... This latest of the Astaire- RAD O 
Rogers pictures is a mite more elaborate than some of the others, as breezy and PICTUR 
full of sparkle as you’d expect. . . It’s all grand fun. . . Mr. Astaire has never 
danced better. . . Miss Rogers has never looked quite so delectable as she does 
here.’”’"—Doris Arden, Chicago Daily Times 


Eons tener 
HORTON . 


>y ERIC BLORE 
_ JEROME COWAN 
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aie HARRIET HOCTOR 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date ef the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
W™EK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR - TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY . 
TROUBLE IN MOROCCO Col Col Drama Jack Holt E. Schoedsack 62 3/17 
3/19/37 TROUBLE IN TEXAS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
PERSONAL PROPERTY J. W. Considine MGM Drama Harlow-Taylor W.S. VanDyke 88 4/21 
HER HUSBAND LIES B. P. Schulberg Par Drama Cortez-Patrick E. Ludwig 75 3/24 
CHINA PASSAGE Cliff Reid RKO Melodrama V. Haworth-C. Worth E. Killy 65 4/21 
GET ALONG LITTLE DOGIES A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry J. Kane 
BILL CRACKS DOWN W. Berke Rep Drama J. Withers-J. Allen W. Nigh 
TIME OUT FOR ROMANCE M. Feld 20th Rom-Com C. Trevor-M. Whalen M. St. Clair 15 3/17 
HER HUSBAND’S SECRETARY WB WEB Rom-Com W. Hall-B. Roberts-J. Muir F. McDonald 61 3/24 
3/26/37 LET’S GET MARRIED E. Riskin Col Com-Dr Denny-Lupino A. E. Green 68 4/14 
/ : 2314 HOURS’ LEAVE D. McLean GN Comedy J. Ellison J. G. Blystone 73 
MAYTIME H. Stromberg MGM Musical MacDonald-Eddy R. Z. Leonard 132 3/24 
WAIKIKI WEDDING A. Hornblow Par Musical Crosby-Raye-B. Burns F. Tuttle 88 3/31 
QUALITY STREET P. Berman RKO Rom-Dr Hepburn-Tone G. Stevens 84 4/14 
TRAIL OF VENGEANCE A. W. Hackel Rep Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston S. Newfield 
SEVENTH HEAVEN R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Simone- Stewart H. King 100 3/31 
WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS C. Rogers U Rom-Com Dunn-Eilers A. L. Werker 66 5/5 
KING AND CHORUS GIRL M. LeRoy WB Musical Gravet-Blondell M. LeRoy 95 3/31 
4/2/37 MOTOR MADNESS H. L. Decker Col Com-Dr D. Wilson-C. Quigley D. R. Lederman 61 5/5 
oo RACKETEERS IN EXILE Col Col Melodrama Bancroft-Venable E. C. Kenton 66 4/14 
BACKSTAGE H. Wilcox GB Drama Nagel-Tracy H. Wilcox 
GIRL LOVES BOY B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 73 4/28 
HITTIN’ THE TRAIL E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
SONG OF THE CITY L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lindsay E. Taggert 73 5/5 
MAN WHO FOUND HIMSELF C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J. Fontaine L. Landers 67 4/14 
LIGHTNING CRANDALL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
MIDNIGHT TAXI M. Feld 20th Melodrama Dinehart-Donlevy E. Forde 69 4/7 
HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT W. Wanger UA Rom-Com Boyer-Arthur F. Borzage 97 3/31 
WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG R. Presnell U Rom-Com ¥V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr 15 4/21 
MEN IN EXILE WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J. Travis J. Farrow 58 5/5 
4/9/37 TWO GUN LAW Col Col Melodrama Charles Starrett L. Barsha 
Be THE GOLD RACKET Condor GN Western C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier 66 
GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD E. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola 
TOO MANY WIVES W. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes 61 4/28 
SOLDIER AND LADY P. Berman RKO Melodrama A. Walbrook-E. Allen G. Nichols 83 4/14 
JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen 71 
FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog 80 
MARKED WOMAN WB WwB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon 96 4/14 
4/16/37 TWO WHO DARED E. Frenke GN Drama Sten-Wilcoxon E. Frenke 
MAN IN THE MIRROR J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey 
ROMEO AND JULIET I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor 130 10/26/36 
WAY OUT WEST H. Roach MGM Comedy Laurel-Hardy J. Horne 64 5/5 
HILLS OF OLD WYOMING H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt 78 
INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell 75 
OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT R. Sisk RKO Western P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne 70 5/5 
GUNS IN THE DARK A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield 
NAVY BLUES B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme R. Staub 68 
STEP LIVELY, JEEVES J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde . 67 4/7 
LET THEM LIVE E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young 
THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King 60 4/21 
CALL IT A DAY WB WB Comedy De Haviland-Ian Hunter A. Mayo 
4/23 /37 I PROMISE TO PAY M. Connolly Col Drama C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrille D. R. Lederman 68 3/3 
' SPEED TO SPARE R. Cohn Col Melodrama C. Quigley-D. Wilson L. Hillyer 
THUNDER IN CITY Atlantic Col Com-Dr E. G. Robinson-L. Deste M. Gering 86 4/28 
SILENT BARRIERS GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner 82 3/31 
KILLERS OF THE SEA R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Capt. W. Casswell R. Friedgen . 
GOOD OLD SOAK H. Stromberg MGM Drama W. Beery-J. Beecher R. Thorpe 67 4/28 
NOBODY’S BABY H. Roach MGM Comedy P. Kelly-R. Armstrong G. Meins 
KING OF GAMBLERS R. Florey Par Drama A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C. Trevor Robert Florey 
WOMAN I LOVE A. Lewis RKO Rom-Dr Muni-Hopkins A. Litvak 85 4/21 
GUN SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston J. Kane 
HIT PARADE : N. Levine Rep Musical F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins 80 
WAKE UP AND LIVE K. MacGowan 20th Musital Winchell-Bernie-Faye-Haley S. Lanfield 91 4/28 
ELEPHANT BOY A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty 81 4/7 
TOP OF THE TOWN L. Brock U Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert R. Murphy 86 3/31 
NIGHT KEY R. Presnell U Mystery B. Karloff-J. Rogers L. Corrigan 68 4/21 
MOUNTAIN JUSTICE WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz 
4 /30 /37 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR Col Col Action C. Quigley-M. Keith Cc. C. Coleman 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle -. C. eee ts Young-P. R. Stevenson 
beson 
JUGGERNAUT J. Hagen GN Melodrama Boris Karloff H. Edwards 
NIGHT MUST FALL H. Rapf MGM Comedy R. Montgomery-R. Russell J. W. Ruben 115 5/5 
MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW L. McCarey Par Comedy V. Meore-P. Hall L. McCarey 98 
SHALL WE DANCE? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandrich 
ROOTIN’ TOOTIN’ RHYTHM A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-Armida M. E. Wright 
ESCAPE FROM LOVE L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen E. Forde 
THAT I MAY LIVE S. Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Rebert Kent Allan Dwan 
A STAR IS BORN D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr. Gaynor-March W. Wellman 111 4/28 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Rom-Dr. Dietrich-Donat J. Feyder 
CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD T. Carr U Action J. Wayne-L. Latimer A. Lubin 65 
. SLIM WB WB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 
/ MELODY FOR TWO WB WB Musical J. Melton-P. Ellis Louis King : 
/ FRAME UP R. Cohn Col Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. Wells D. R. Leder 
5/7) 37 THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf MGM Rom-Dr S. Tracy-Tone-G. George Ww. S. waive 
GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th ‘ Com-Dr A. Menjou-L. Young E. H. Griffith 84 5/5 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST S. Lesser 20th Western P. Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur H. Bretherton 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Goldwyn UA Comedy Hopkins-McCrea John Blystone 70 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED E. M. Asher U Com-Dr J. Boles-D. Nolan E. Buzzell 16 
PRINCE AND PAUPER WB wB Rom-Dr. E. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Keighley 115 
5/14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Col Com-Dr _ J. Dunn-P. Ellis G. Wiles 
NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Drama A. Lee-J. Loder-D. Tester R. Stevenson 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stanley Irving 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. J. Cohn MGM Melodrama M. Evans-H, Daniell G. Sietz 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par Par Rom-Com R. Karns-H. Burgess E. A. Dupont 
YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK M. Cohen RKO Comedy O. Stevens-H. Mack L. Landers 61 
TOAST OF NEW YORK E. Small RKO Drama E. Arnold-C. Grant R. V. Lee 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Com _W. Brennan-M. Brian 
. MICHAEL O’HALLORAN H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl Brown 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. Darwell-S. Rumann J. Tinling 
DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruze 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Lee 87 4/21 
WINGS OVER HONOLULU E. M Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 
CHEROKEE STRIP WB WB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE B. Foy wB Rom-Com J. Muir-B. MacLane Louis King 
DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Meller R. Dix-J. Perr H. La 
5/21/37 SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter “ a Be eel 
A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. S. Wood ) 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Musical C. Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler "1 | 
TOMORROW’S HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingsten-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone 
THE GO GETTER Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise B. Berkeley 92 
5/28/37 LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN E. Chodorov Col Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green ) 
GANGWAY GB GB Musical J. Matthews-B. Mackay Sonnie Hale 
EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MG Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 
I MET HIM IN PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com Colbert-Melvyn Douglas- W. Ruggles 
R. Young 1 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR : K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B. Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter 
Vv. ‘cLagien 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 
DREAM LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner . 
KID GALLAHAD WB wB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 105 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Metro made the short currently being shown on behalf of the Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital drive, formerly the NVA Sanatorium, Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. Robert Taylor is the topper-offer with the appeal for the 
passing-of-the-baskets among the audiences. Gary Cooper, Harry Carey 
and Allan Jones participate in the forepart in characteristic mesa makeup 
and backgrounds including Jones’ vocalizing of a cowboy ballad. 

In between the governor of Oklahoma is shown briefly and news clips 
from Rogers’ former Fox films are reprised, including ‘David Harum,’ 
‘State Fair,’ ‘County Chairman,’ ‘Life Begins at 40’ and ‘In Old Kentucky.’ 
And of course Rogers’ greatness as a humanitarian and artist is painted. 
All kept within 10 minutes. Considering Rogers’ former Fox connections, 
the trade may wonder why Metro did the physical production although 
aware that Taylor and Jones are M-G stars. Cooper is captioned as ‘By 
courtesy of Samuel Goldwyn,’ and Carey via RKO-Radio Picts. : 

















Action of the Kansas censors is cracking down on ‘March of Time.’ and 
then voluntarily releasing the reel for showing handed ‘M. of TY’ reams | 
of publicity. Officials of ‘Time’ subject checked and estimate now that | 
the front page of nearly every important newspaper carried the yarn and 
that 85 editorials were written on the topic. Recalls the time that the | 
Kansas board mutilated ‘Frankenstein’ so badly that the distributors re- 
fused to release it. Censors took it all back subsequently, using only a 
minimum of shearing after the newspapers launched a heavy campaign 
of criticism. 





Sameness of war scenes and fact more adequate coverage has been 
supplied from the Loyalist (Madrid government) side has discouraged 
newsreels from using Spanish revolutionary material in recent weeks. 
Some American newsreels continue to get footage from Loyalist and 
Rebel sides of conflict, though predominance of Loyalist views has prompt- 
ed many news weeklies to forget the whole thing. Figure that it would | 
give prejudiced slant. 

One newsreel found the topic so one-sided that the Spanish front is a 
thing of the past. 


Salary publicity provision of the income tax laws was half-erased last 
week when the house passed the Doughton bill to prevent publication of 
sucker lists. Measure requires senate concurrence, which is unlikely. 
The bill, which drew stubborn opposition from a handful of liberal leg- 
islators, would end annual reports to Congress showing persons whose 
earnings exceed $15,000. For the past two years names of scores of film 
figures, including execs, directors, writers and technicians, as well as 
talent, have been headline fodder under the present situation. 





Souvenirs of days when Caspar W. Briggs and Charles T. Milligan 
turned out magic lantern slip-slides to give the nation its first taste of 
celluloid drama are on exhibit at the Pennsylvania Historical Society in 
Philadelphia. 

Exhibit honors Briggs’ 90th birthday, displaying a collection of early 
lantern slides, still and moving, from 1840 to 1875. Included are first 
stereoscopic pix introduced in 1850 by Langenheim brothers and early 
temperance slip-slides. 


James Cagney and Warners are coy over talk that outsiders are at- 
tempting to arrange a kiss-and-make-up scene. Warner spokesman says 
studio policy is silence until the California supreme court hands down final 
opinion on concern’s pending lawsuit. Lower court here sustained Cagney 
who sought freedom from his pact a year ago in argument over billing. 
Cagney representative said Warners has proffered olive branch and desire 
an out-of-court settlement. Grand National points out that Cagney is tied 
for two more pictures for that company’s release. 


Hollywood studios expect to grab stock footage for libraries May 3-5) 
when United States Army opens its biggest peacetime airplane concen- 
tration to motion picture and newsreel cameramen at Moroc Dry Lake, 
March Field, and at other air bases. Total of 4,000 planes will do air 
maneuvers to perfect a plan of aerial defense for Los Angeles and en- 
virons. Is the first time the government has opened up picture-taking 
privileges without Washington red tape. 

While no attempt is being made to send films into Spain, American 
distributors have some prints in circulation within cities controlled by 
government troops. These are being distributed on a makeshift plan at 
little or no profit. However, distribs are shifting the prints from spot to 
spot to prevent the government from stepping in. Authorities have threat- 
ened to take over the distribution if civilian firms fall down, according to 
word to New York headquarters. 





Avalanche of favored femmes with recommendations from various 
studio execs threw a monkey wrench into LeRoy Prinz’s selection of 
beauts for Paramount's ‘Artists and Models.’ Dance director had picked 
18 girls on his own and ordered them to report when the ‘must’ candi- 
dates began filtering in, expecting preferred listing. The 18 first choices 
were told by Prinz to await developments. 


A film reviewer’s feud with a Pittsburgh manager is becoming a serial. 
Manager's latest burn came when reviewer panned Universal’s reissue of 
‘My Man Godfrey,’ which gave his house seven weeks. He retaliated with 
Sassy ad saying ‘wrong as usual.’ Manager then beefed because his stuff 
did not make the reviewer's page. Reviewer's m.e. told reviewer to tell 
the manager off. He did, so the ad came out. But for one edition only. 


Dividends received from Du Pont Film Mfg. Co. boosted Pathe Film's 
net profit for the March quarter to $59,372, which was almost a 40% 
pick-up over the initial quarter last year. Pathe’s net profit from opera- 
tions amounted to only $12,920 before this coin was added from Du Pont, 
the company in which Pathe holds a substantial interest. Company also 
obtained $11,442 from sale of securities. 


Considering the Coronation important from the fashion angle, Fox- 
Movietone is going after footage on this angle alone. Vyvyan Donner, 
F-M’s fashion editor, sailed Tuesday (4) to direct the newsreeling on this 
phase of the show and will also contact British designers for worthwhile 
material. 








Reelection of Robert R. Young and Frank F. Kolbe as directors to Pathe 
Film Corp. came the day after they bought control of railroad and real 
estate securities of Midamerica Corp., along with A. P. Kirby. Young | 


and Kolbe have been active in Pathe management since the re-capital- 
ization. 


Claims at United Artists execs are that last week was the largest played- 
and-earned week in history of the company. Some exchanges, including | 
New York. broke every existing played-and-earned record. Week marked 
a last of the George J. Schaefer sales drive, first drive UA ever con- 

ucted, 





Arthur DeBray has moved his quarters in the Hays organization into 
the office formerly occupied by J. J. McCarthy. However, he is not taking 
Over any duties in the advertising code department. Roger Allbright, 
aide to DeBray, moves into DeBray’s old office. 

Studio manager at indie plant, new to his job, has agent for brother- | 
in-law and is relying on latter for advice relative to employment of per- 

y Placing clients of sone 


sonnel and situation is causing plenty of talk. 
agency in studio is the basis for the offside palaver. 


| Loew’s, 


| will 








Chasen’s Beef 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Dave Chasen, Joe Cook’s old 
stooge, who opened a bite-and- 
beat-it blocks from any studio 
and looked set to starve to 
death in a nice quiet way, has 
moved up to the caviar class. 

Price for steaks chez Chasen 
is $3, coffee extra. Steaks are 
presumably flown from New 
York daily. Ace producers like 
the place because there's an 
iron rule against buttonholing 
by either talent or agent 

To keep riff-rail out, cheavest 
Chasen stcak is $2.50. It’s called 
the B steak. Ground un. it be- 
comes the second feature. 











Lehman Bros. Swans 
Par Debentures; Sells 


65,000, SEC Reports 


Washinazton, May 4. 

Sale of Paramount debentures by 
Lehman Bros., in which John Hertz, 
Paramount director, is a_ partner, 
came to light Monday (3) in the 
semi-monthly report of the Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission. 

Topping. all other 
transactions by film 
ers, Lehman Bros. reported swap- 
ping 167,000 6°, debentures for an 
equal number of 314°) debentures 
and then selling 65,009 of the batch. 
Lehman wound up Marc’ with 6,000 
shares of Paramount common, 8,000 
six percent second preferred, and 
102,000 three and one-quarter per- 
cent 1947 debentures. 

Sale of 2,000 shares 


reports” of 
industry insid- 


1936, was revealed in report on hold- 
ings of Setay Co., personal invest- 
ment firm of Herbert Yates, Consol 
prez. Belated statement 
Setay disposed of 1,600 shares com- 
mon in November, 98 shares of pre- 
ferred in February and 2,009 pre- 
ferred, in a dozen transactions, dur- 
ing January last year. Latest figure 
on contents of Yates strong-box is 
154,173 common and 98 preferred. 
Small Sale by U Corp. 

The selling of 100 shares of Uni- 
versal common by Universal Corp., 
holding company owned by picture 
management, was reported. Cuts 
execs’ portfolio to 228,927 common 
and 20,000 second preferred. 


Late report on holdings of General | 


Theatre Equipment insiders dis- 
closed Earle G. Hines of New York, 


officer and director, owned 1,000 | 
common when G.T.E. paper was 
registered early in the year. Only 


other film biz statement showed Leo 
Spitz held no Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
stock in Brest interest when put on 
the board last year. 


RCA’S FIRST QUARTER 
UP $1,000,060 OVER °36 


Net profit of Radio Corp. of 
America for the first quarter of 1937 
was nearly $1,000,000 higher than in 
the comparable period last year, the 
official statement this week revealed. 
The company’s net profit for the 
March quarter totalled $2,243,056 
against $1,286,691 in 1936. Surplus as 
of March 31 was $16,787,705, an in- 
crease of about $3,500,000. 

Statement from RCA showed gross 
income of $25,109,349 or approxi- 





mately $2,600,000 more than in simi- | 


ler quarter last year. Report showed 
interest charges had been cut about 
$20,000 and that money set aside 
for depreciation had been trimmed 
almost as much. Provision for fed- 
eral income taxes rose about $150,000 
to $327,900. 

Strong surplus was made despite 


the fact that the company paid out | 
the pre-| 
This | 


$790,000 in dividends on 


ferred stock in the quarter. 


compares with only $431,148 paid on | 


the old Preferred A stock in 
quarter. 


1936 





See Extra Loew’s Divvy 


Another extra 
anticipated in 
Loew’s common shareholders when 
directors meet today (Wed.). This 
is the usual dividend meeting for 
Inc., with no doubt as to 
maintaing the regular $2 annual 
cash rate. 

In addition to the 50c declaration 
for the quarter on the common, the 
Street is looking for a cash extra of 
50c to 75c. Either or a large 
ment would be justified by the per 
share earnings rate being 
However, the 
follow customary conservative 
policy. This is taken to mean a 50c 
extra melon slicing. 


melon-cutting is 


Wall 


pay- 


ustained. 


directorate probably 


of Consolidated | 
Film Industry preferred in January, 


showed | 


Street for} 





Slight RKO Reorg 
Plan Changes May 
Aid Gen’! Creditors 


| Chances are an amended plan of 
reorganization will be submitted on 
| behalf of RKO on May 12. when 
| hearings on the feasibility of the re- 
| organization plan resume _ before 
Special Master George W. Alver 
Changes to be made are those the 
trade has been anticipating for some 
time. In general, these 
contemplate an improved 
for general’ creditors. This, of 
course, would alter the position ol 
debenture holders and stockholders 
However, in the main, the altera- 
tions will not affect the broad prin 
ciples or the essential 
the plan as it stands. 


Were sponsors of the plan able to 





changes 
position 


purpos ‘Ss Ol 


conclude their presentation in tie 
proceedings before Special Mast 
Alger, May 12, as hoped, RKO’'s 


chances of emerging from its 77b 

Situation will have been greatly ac- 
cclerated. 

Hearings were adjourned after a 
| morning session Monday (3) to per- 
mit attorneys for the sponsors to 
gather certain statistical and oper- 
ating data. Attorney H. C. Rickaby 
is handling the situation for the 
sponsors. 

Peter Rathvon, former Atlas Corp 
official, was examined Monday and 
cross-examined later by Attorney 
Carlos Israels, attorney for general 
| creditors. Rathvon’s testimony re- 
lated to the manner in which the re- 
organization managers arrived at 
certain conclusions now incorpor- 
| ated in the plan. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany 
New York Broadcasting System, tne.. 
Manhattan; general broadcasting bu 
ness; capital stock, 10 shares, no pat 
Incorporators: Warren PL MeGotd 
rick, James T. Gallagher, Marie Mullin, 
all of 2 Columbus Circle, New 


York City 
| Hiebling-Wood Ine., Manhattan: the 
) atrical business; capital stoek, 200 shares, 
|no par value, Incorporators: William 
| 
} 


Liebling and Audrey Wood, both of 0 
tockefeller Plaza, New York City; Kad 
ward KE. Cohen, 220 West 42nd 
New York City. 

North Tarrytown Canadian American 


street, 


Sporting Club, Ine., North Tarrytown 
operate recreation halls, ete; capital 
stock, 300 shares, $10 par value. In 


corporators: Joseph Perron, 9 Barnhart 
Avenue, North Tarrytown; Varmidas tox 
sard, 195 Cortland street, North Tari 
town; Hubert Forest, 21 Barnhart ave 
nue, North Tarrytown. 

Mollisons Scenic Corp., Kings: theatri- 
eal scenery, ete.; capital stock, 100 share« 
$100 par value. Incorporators: Mollie 
Kell and Isidore Bell, both of 215 West 
101ist street, New York City; Sophia 
Saltzman, 167 Sutter avenue, Brooklyn. 

Postage Stamps Movies, Ine., Moana 


tan; motion picture business; capital 
stock, 60 shares, $100 par value. Tn 
corporators: Tim Healy, 11 Bast 68th 


street, New York City; Anna M. Calle 
ger, 311 Mast 27th street, New York City; 





Anne Stein, 18 East 41st street, New 
York Cit: 
| Fiddy Amusement Corp., Kings: pub 


lic amusement resorts; capital stoe! wan 
shares, no par Value Tncorporator 
Maurice Sherlo, Manny 8S. Levine and 
Leon Mohr, all of 26 Court slreet. Brook 
Iyn. 

| Pas Film, Inec., Manhattan: motion pic 
| ture business; capital stock, 100 shares, 
ino par value, Incorporators: tens 
Rubin, Mollie Streicher, Bernard Krosney, 
all of 270 Broadway, New York City. 
| Burt-White Teller Enterprises, 
Manhattan; theatrical business; 
tock, 200 shares, no par value 
|; porators: Frank ‘Teller, Great) Northern 
| Hotel, New York Citv; Dallas Kurt 
| White, Ritz Carlton Hotel, New York 
City; Sally I. Dreisen, 664 West 61st 
; street, New York City. 

Plaza Arena, Ine., Queens; boxing ex- 
| hibitions, ete.; capital stock, 59 shores 
100 par value. Incorporators: dowd 
Roce, 116-21 75rd road, Forest Hilla, lL. t: 
(Charles Cancro, 1441 Hlobart avenne 


Tne.. 
capital 
Ineor 


| 

|} Bronx; Jack Gerstenhaber, 111 Mast 115th 
| street. New York City 

| IU nity Theatres Corp., Manhattan 
| theatrical business; capital stoc! 10 
shares, no par value Incorporator 


Milton E 
Jacques J 
treet, New 


Mermelstein, Robert Goldstein 
tenjamin, all of 39) IL’ine 
York City. 


Schine Northern Corp., Gloversville 
theatrical business: capital steck, 14 
shares, no par value Incorporator a 
a) Thompson M (iiloekner i Wheat 
1 of 4% North Main street, Glo 
ville, N. ¥ 

Pred Fisher Musie Co., Ine... Mantot 


tan, music publishing business: cap 
tteck, 100 shares, $100 par value Tn 
corporator Benjamin Starr, 184 Varet 
street Brookivn: Albert Shestack pete 
Mast ith street, trookliyvn Mav 

estack, 2108 Kast 21st street, Brooklyn 

Sievegram = Distributing Corp... Mon 
hattan, motion picture business; capital 
slo 100 shares, no par vaiue Ines 
norato Elizabeth Woods Mario 
sper, Svdney M. Spector, all of 620 Fifth 
ivennve, Ne York City 


CALIFORNIA 


Sia dhnte 
Auditorium, tae. of | 


Pan-Pacifie , 
directors: Clifford W, Hen: 


\ Angeles; 


Meet-the-Manager, or Reissues 
“et the Fans Seeking Him Out: 
Favor Oldies Over New Shorts 


7 





;} these reissues are 


| 


| 
| 
| 








Chicago, May 4. 

With the coming of double fea- 
tures, the headache of shorts is again 
‘ausing plenty of bickering between 
‘xhibitors and exchanges, the thea- 
tres trying to get through some kind 
of agreement with the distribs for a 
ubstantial privilege of shorts- 
‘limination. Claim that they can’t 
possibly use the shorts in conjunction 
with twin bills which are running 
overlong as they are. But the ex- 


changes haven’t budsed enough to 
make the theatres hanpy. 
Best that the exhibs have been 


able to get from the exchanges is a 
moral okay on a 25 climination 
ym shorts, but only on the condition 


that the exhibs tale the full outnvut 


f the exchanges’ feature catalog. 
Newsreels aren’t incluced in the 
hort deal and as suth are not 
within the ruling of the 25 climi- 
nation. 


However, one item in the business 
’ received a terrific impetus be- 
‘auce of the jam-up; and 
that’s the sudden revived interest in 
reissues. Old pictures, some five and 
ix years of ase, are boing brought 
uit of hiding and slapped on the 
creen, 

This is due to the fact that the 
exchanges are permitting | 


‘ vte 
SOOrts 


the thea- 


ires additional elimination cf shorts 
as long as they are traced in for the 
yme amount of coin in reissuts. 
This tradine keeps the total gross 


revenue of the exchanges uv cn the 
same level, which mol!res the shorts 
trade-in for reissu olay wich the 
distributors. And the theatres find 
that they can use the reissues well 
‘noush, where iv’ impossible to 
make use of the shorts. In this 
manner the theatres are mana“ing to 
sot their shorts contract Cown to 
65°, or even 50% of the total 
demand, 
Oldies Have B.O, 

Pay-off is that a focd many of 
proving box- 
Metro is leading on the rume- 
ber of reissues on the local screens, 
with Paramount second, and 20th 
Century-Fox, RKO, Woerners, Unie 
versal and United Artists following. 

Among the pictures for which 
there is a big reissue demand are 
such former clicss as ‘Bit House,’ 
‘After Office Hours,’ ‘Robinson 
Crusoe,” ‘Cleopatra.’ ‘If I Had a 
Million,’ ‘Ruggles of Red Can,’ ‘The 
Chamn.’ ‘Cimarron,’ ‘Only Yertare 
day,’ ‘Back Street’ ‘Ore Way Pose 
sage,” ‘Monkey Business,’ ‘Hovrsee 
feathers,’ ‘Bulldog Drummond.’ ‘3in 
of Madelon Claudet,’ ‘Similia’ 
Throuvh,’ ‘Les Miserables,’ ‘Firen'sen- 


mL1ICe 


.| stein,’ ‘Fugitive from a Chain Goang.* 


Most reissues asked for are henvy 
dramas. Little or no asking for 
musical stuff, due to the so :c-al 
agreement that the songs and dances 


(Continued on page 27) 





son, Phil T Henderson, Josen" A, Vote 
ret, Oscar A. Trippet. Capital sivck 
S500,000, none subscribed, 


wey Artists, HAd., thectrieal a 


Directora: Jules ( Stein, Ts ft t. 
Schreiber and N, Josersh Canital so 
hores por value, $106 Permitted te 


inane 60 shares, 

Cantabrian Films; motion pictuee era. 
ducing. Directors: Jetimne del Nino, 
Frances del Amo and Bugentla Caberore, 
Capital 1.000 shares, no par Perin'ited 
to tesue 250 share, 

Alex Kempner, Ine.: talent saecey, THe 
rectors: Alex Kempner, Morton Govrlua, 
Juliette Carr Capital stock 100 sa ‘ 


5 
nore subscribed, 


Cinecolor, Inc, Directors: A. 1. Me- 
Cormick, FL Heacock, Howard C, Beown, 
William DPrynne, A. Gundelfinger I wf 
Los Angeles, Capital stock, $500,000, 
none subserthed, 

General Film Ca, (motion pietcve f- 
nancineg). Directors: Ben Hersh, Lawrence 
" ox ir. Helen MeCinley, Alf ed 
Wricht, Gordon Hall, ir, Frances B, 
thowler Capitel, 10,000 Fliaves rar 
valne 81 Permitte’ ta tes LOM © ya wem, 


San Bernardino Cinema Corp. (theo re 
rating) Directo lenny Peld in, 
Meurnett Woolfson, Paul Thletrich, N, 
Niehel EE. I. Swetow. H. Sehweb. 6 j 
tal 1.900 sheres, no par 
» 1000 ehares 

Riples’s Odditorins, Ineo: amr: 
’ cn Directors: S, M, Cook, Clyce TT, 
Wood, OO. T 
, J Lane 


Perm tied to 


Callison, Edward Grev ava 
Cavital, 250 shares THO 

woferred par $100, and 250 

mr $4 Permitted to teone all, 
Metropolltan Pletvres, Tnecs rootion wle. 


common, 


jure production Directors Non € e. 

Arnold Borenstein, Jav Chotirer \he 

| Helier, Rarnevy A. Goodman and M nm 

Neloon Capitol, 250 shares, par $190, 
Vermitted to issue 3 shares, 

TENAS 
Calvestor 

Bowery, Ine., Dallas: orchestras ond 

theatrical acts capitol stocl 2 00s 

tles Graham, Loraine Hogan foha 


a Me Mahon 
Foreign Permits 
Crown Theatres Corp., Delawore: opera 


suse capital to Toute be 


‘ frlkclahoma Ct Oolcla Texans oO * 
‘ atrent Nalda Ts 

SMexsander Film Co... 'e'owar vivere 

nee capital sto mao " vee gle 


foradea 


“ ("“ ! ani me ‘ ’ 
tice, Dallas; agent, J. C. Harris, 
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D AS GOLD!" - 


— Hollywood Reporter 





‘AS GOO 


“’Smart showmen will do well to | | “Should be a box office stand- : 


draw a ring around this picture 
on their program schedules... 
audience entertainment every 
foot of the way...a showman’s 
show that gives managers 
plenty reason to become en- 











out ... the sort of thing word- 
of-mouth advertising sells ... 
has those delightful qualities 
that made such hits of ‘It 
Happened One Night’, ‘Theo- 
dora Goes Wild’ and the like... 


laughs galore...in every sense 
it can well be termed grand 


thusiastic...has appeal for \ cles 
classes and masses...can be ae ais 


rid 
eo? 
. 









billed as a laugh show!” © entertainment!’ 


= Motion Picture Herald 


S et gf; — Film Daily 








asst fe se Coeoeaere. sas 





























a a ll i a 
. PA erect — ——— 
RE eel ee 
————_— r 
Sh ee P 
“Enhanced by bright dialog - “ Should provoke word-of-mouth : 
1 and leading roles performed 3” advertising ... first rate!“’ : 


with charm ... picture should — Motion Picture Daily 


attract attention ... hits new | r 




















angle!” — Daily Variety | | Bright, snappy comedy-romance : 

) ..-certain to please...fast mov- . 

Strictly top flight...exudes class | | | ing...clever... fine!’ = Film Curb 

and captures laughter... from . : 
beginning to end it will ring a | | | ' “Sparkling ...clever...amusing 





a 


merry chime at the till on all 
theatre levels...scintillating... 
top quality... sparkling... it is 

















eee top flight eee sprightly. ee ex- 
cellent... zippy... delightful 
--- a welcome feature for any 


theatre!’’ 
- = Showmen’s Trade Review 


The New Universal’s 


“As Good As Married | 


with 


DORIS NOLAN : JOHN BOLES 


just about perfection!”’ 
— Hollywood Reporter 
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A New Hwood Feud A-Borning? 


Set-Designers Vs. Dance-Directors—Camera_ 
Angles Vs. New Terps 


+ 
| 


Hollywood, May 4. 


Set-designers are beefing because | 
producers keep pressing them for | 
more dance novelties and ask what | 


about riding the dance-directors for 
a chante? 

Designers’ contention is that, 
camera limitations being what they 
are, they can’t keep building up 


steps forever, and it’s about time the | 


dance directors built some _ steps 
themselves. 

Dance directors say their work 
ends in routining the chorines, but 
the designers have an answer for 
that one also. They contend that | 


the Ballet Russe would still be aj 


buck-and-wing number confined to 
the Omsk Circuit if other dance di- 
rectors thought that way. 

Dancers point to their modern 
Dance Guild to prove they can do 


deft stuff in their own time and on | 
ask the de- | 
| staff there. 
| Howard Waugh, of the recently pub- 


their own money, and 
signers what Daghlieff ever did that 


was better than Bruce Burroughs’ 
‘Credo,’ ‘Dirge,’ ‘Negro Cycle’ and 


‘Little Fugue of Bach?’ 

Scenic designers say sure-seater 
applause is no sign of skill. Let the 
dance directors get that sort of stuff 
in ‘Top of the Town’ and things like 
that before taking bows for bravery 
under ire. 

D.D.’s say Bruce Burroughs 
get a Chinese swordsman bit 


trol production, they only contribute 
to it. 


Not enough, contend the S.D.’s, 
who think their scenery moves 
around more than do the D.D.’s 


dance routines. 


Finney’s GN Sates Bait 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Edward Finney, advertising and 
publicity chief for Grand National, 
is staying over to supervise com- 
pany’s 1937-38 sales announcement 
book. 

Tome, a 24-page color supplement, 
will be distributed at GN’s conven- 
tion opening at the Ambasador May 
15. Ten thousand books will 
mailed exhibitors. 


LaRocque’s ‘Shadow’ 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Rod LaRocque has the lead in the 
first of Grand National’s new who- 
dunit series featuring ‘The Shadow,’ 
now in work with Lynn Shores di- 
recting. Max Alexander produces. 

Lynn Anders, femme lead in the 
film, has been optioned for three 
more. Supporting cast includes 
Kenneth Harlan, James Blakely, Cy 
Kendall, Walter McGrail, Jack Car- 


navale, Norman Ainsley and Wilson 
Benge. 














May ‘Casino’ in June 


: H.lywood, May 4. 

Casino’ rolls at Warners June 1, 
Joe May directing. 

Cast includes Ruby Keeler, Joan 
Blondell, George Brent, Warner 
Baxter and Patric Knowles. 


STORY BUYS 


; ; Hollywood, May 4. 
b Navy Bride,’ by Mildred Cram, 
ought by Republic. 
High Voltage,’ original by J. Robt. 
ren, Hal Long and Kathleen Shep- 
herd, sold to Metro. 
Llewellyn Hughes’ story, ‘Circus 
ady,’ bought by Monogram for 
1937-38 program. 
ey oniversal bought ‘Mightier Than 
€ Sword,’ by William Rankin. 
He Had to Fight,’ by Phil Rapp, 
acquired by Maurice Conn, 
Jed Buell vought ‘The Roaming 
Owboy,’ original by Bennett Coen. 
ncultred Prowitt, Chicago Daily 
€ws reporter, sold ‘Mr. Nickelby 
Sits Down’ to 20th-Fox. 
Corge Hirliman purchased ‘Fools 
of the Legion,’ novel by J. D. New- 
som. 
» Columbia acquired ‘Flash,’ original 
y George Clarke and Guy Trosper. 


TITLE CHANGES 


. Hollywood, May 4. 

puniversal changed title of Buddy 
eSylva’s production, ‘Broadway 
amboree,’ to ‘Young Man’s Fancy.’ 
The Reluctant Bachelor’ at Re- 
Dublic is now ‘This Business of 
Love,’ 
David L. Loew changed title of Joe 
+ Brown starrer from ‘All is Con- 
UsiOn’ to ‘Riding on Air.’ 

C Grand National has changed ‘Some 
all It Love’ to ‘Maybe It's Love.’ 
Radio switched from ‘Mexican 

Quarter’ to ‘Border Cafe.’ 
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did 
in | Ltd., of London, was vacated Friday 
‘Town’ and, besides, they don’t con- | 
: . : | tice Frankenthaler, but the suit was 


| permitted to stand. 





be | 




















Pic Flacks Whirl Around 


Hollywood, May 4. 
and additions in studio 
publicity departments brought many 
realignments last week. 

*hil Gersdorf and Dick Pittinger 
joined Harry Brand's department at 
20th-Fox. Gersdorf came from David 
L. Loew Productions. Pittinger was 
last at RKO.* Nap Harrison upped 
from press book staff to Pittinger’s 
spot. Mervin Houser and Phil Evan 
have been added to the RKO staff. 

Al Parmenter resigned from 20th- 
Fox to join Tom Baily at National 
Screen Service. 


| 
Switches 


Bill Hendricks, for many years 
manager of the Warner theatre, 
Memphis, has gone to Hollywood to 
join the Warner studio 
He i: 


publicity 
joint author, with 


lished Encyclopedia of Exploitation. 


Court Lifts Mindlin’s 
Plaster; Suit Sticks 


Summons in an attachment action 
by Michael Mindlin, agent, against 
National Provincial Distributors, | 


(30) by N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 


Mindlin suing on asserted 
breach of contract claiming firm 
owed him $7,000 on an agreement 
signed last October to run a year. 
He claims he contracted to dis- 
tribute the National’s pictures in the | 
U. S. at a salary of $150 a week, etc. 
In February, he states, he was fired | 
and sued on the remaining 40 weeks. 


1S 


When C. N. Wilkinson, a director 
of the firm came to N. Y., Mindlin | 
served him. The court held Wil- | 
kinson not responsible. Mindlin 
seeking to attach company’s ‘The 
Mill on the Floss’ and ‘Stardust,’ now 
in New York. 


1S 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Armand Schaefer, who produced 
Republic’s Gene Autry singing west- 
erns last year, has been placed in 
charge of the studio’s features for 
1937-38. 

Sol Siegel will produce the eight 
Autrys on the coming season's pro- 
gram in addition to eight ‘Mesqui- 
teers’ and four serials. Stories for 
the productions are being readied 
for announcement at the Republic 
sales convention here June 1-3. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Warners handed Edmund Gould- 
ing a termer. Ditto for Joe May, who 
directed ‘Confession.’ 

Murray Cutter, musical conductor | 
and director, renew for Metro} 
stretch. | 

Metro optioned Dolly Tree, stylist. 

Karen DeWolf signed as 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox scripter. 

Arthur Rosenstein won Metro ex- | 
tension. 

Harry 
for ‘My Girl Friday’ script. 


| 
Autry’s 8 Mesquiters 
| 








con- | 


Robert Livingstone’s acting 
tract to run another year at Re-| 
public. 


Houston Branch signed to develop | 
story idea for J. J. Cohn at Metro. | 
David Niven ‘rew new ticket with | 
pay hike from Samuel Goldwyn. 
Marjorie Gateson pacted by War- | 
ner’s for featured femme part in) 
‘First Lady.’ 

Joseph Schildkraut 
20th-Fox. 

Aben Kandel 
Wanger to script 
‘Personal History.’ 

Metro optioned George Zucco. 

Richard Meibaum handed a Metro 
writing contract. 

Me."o ticketed Jack Conway 
new vermer to direct. 

Harry Sherman has picked up op- 
tion on William Boyd, featured in 
Hopalong Cassidy Westerns. , 

Sam G. Engle. 20th-Fox associate 
producer renewed for another year. 

Max Steiner given termer at 
Warners, tees off with special score 
for ‘The Life of Emile Zola.’ 

Paramount renewed Miss Fan- 
chon’s producer pact. Next will be 
‘Summer Romance.’ 

Martha Rave won renewal 
Paramount with salary tilt. 

Paramount optioned Billy 
moppet. | 


ticketed at 


tacged by Walter | 
Vincent Sheean’s 


to 


at 


Geza Herczeg tied to personal pact | tion of the disputed craits, and were | 


by Winfield R. Sheehan after wash- | 
ing up at Warners. : 

Alexander Brothers optioned Rod | 
LaRecque for three more in ‘The 
Shadow’ series at Victory. 


pears before Steedle prior to 





Flagg’s Waiver 





Hollywood, May 4. 

James Montgomery Flagg, 
leaving town after doing por- 
trait of Madeleine Carroll, re- 
galed his pals with this blurb 
emblazoned on new stationery: 

‘Jas. M. Flagg, High Class 
Illustrations. Magazine covers 
under protest. Occasional com- 
mercial work at exorbitant 
prices. Snappy hand-painted 
oil portraits done on premises. 
Slightly soiled originals for 
sale or given away. Special at- 
tention paid to Rich Peopl:. 
How’s your radio? Mine’s O. Kk. 
340 West 57th street near 9th 
avenue ‘L’, New York City. 
Telephone ClIrcle 7-3513.’ 














Mrs, Fox, Leitstein 


Must Show Or Else 


Camden, N. J.. May 4. 

U. S. District Judge J. Boyd Avis 
signed an order here Friday (20) ad- 
judging Mrs. William Fox and Her- 
bert Leitstein, Fox’s secretary, in 
contempt of court. Sentence was 
made provisional on further refusal 
to testify in Fox’s $9,535,000 bank- 
ruptcy, being heard in Atlantic City 





| by. Referee Robert E. Steedle. 


Judse Avis said Mrs. Fox must 
face sentence June 4 unless she ap- 
that 
instructions. The 


and follows his 


order was the same for Leitstein, 
with date set for June 18. 
Mrs. Fox was adjudged in con- 


tempt by Judse Avis March 29 after 
she left the Atlantic City proceed- 
ings after one day, pleadin® illness. 
The Judge said she could have 
testified. 





Casey Says | 
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involved, may have the true picture 
of the labor situation in the studios 


as it exists today, I believe that they | 
should know and understand the at- | 
| titude of the studios and a little of 


the past history of the relations be- 
tween the studios and the Painters’ 
Studio Unions, 

‘In the past all union agreements 
governing local, studio employes 
have been negotiated between 
committee consisting of the presi- 
dents of the International 


ing of the presidents of the studio 
corporations involved. These amic- 
able negotiations brought about the 
1926 basic studio agreement, to 
which the International Union of 
Painters was a party, and wherein 
it was understood that the local Stu- 
dio Painters’ Unions were to be the 
medium through which the Interna- 
tional Union would carry out the 
terms of the agreement. This agree- 
ment was signed on Nov. 27, 1926, 
by the International Brotherhood of 


Painters, Decorators & Paper 
Hangers of America (as well as by 
other International unions), which 


is the parent body of Local Union 
644, Studio Painters; Local Union 


621, United Scenic Artists, and Lo-| | 
| will then return west. 


cal Union 731, Makeup Artists. 
International Pulls Out 
‘In January, 1932, this interna- 


Ruskin ticketed at Metro, tional withdrew from the agreement) 


because of demands by the Studio 
Locals of Painters, and Scenic Art- 
ists for recognition of additional un- 


| related crafts, and temporary refusal 
of such recognition by the Produc- | 
action | 


ers’ Labor Committee, this 
being taken with the distinct and 
recorded understanding that the 
Painters’ International could at any 
time re-enter the agreement 
the same conditions which prevailed 
prior to withdrawal, ic.. including 
studio painters, sign writers, mar- 
blers and grainers, furniture finish- 
ers. scenic artists and assistants. At 


the joint conference of the Interna- | 
the | 


tional Unions’ committee and 
producers’ labor committee on Ap! il 
4, 1937, both groups agreed to 


into 
with 


international for re-entry 
agreement, in accordance 
above understanding, it 
understood that the possible inclu- 


the 
also 


sion of the disputed crafts would re- | 


main subject to subsequent ne“otia- 
tions between the Painters’ Inter- 
national Union and the Producers. 
‘Subsequently, however, the Paint- 
ers’ local studio representatives. con- 


Lee, | trary to the prior agreement of their | 


international, insisted upon recogni- 


supported in this contention by their 
international. 


| without 


| funny 
| does to Aggie’s face. 


a | 


Unions | 
| concerned and a committce consist- 





under 


ac- | 
| cept the application of the Painters’ | 
Line | 


being | 


This was a direct re- | 
versel of the Painters’ International; within our power to avoid the latter | 


Sees oe 


Lefty Gets 4 Days’ Picture Work, : 


~ And They Threaten a Strike on Him 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Dear Joe:— 


Well at last I got a break. I met 


Lew Cantor and he told me about a | 


studio looking for a guy to play a 
detective, gets there early 
fore the casting director’s eyes were 
really open and he okays me. 


so | 


tective, just got a few lines like 
‘Okay. boss’ ‘Oh yeh?’ and ‘No you 
don’t?” The _ boss-detective in the 


| picture has got all the snappers, but 
me feeding him with looks | 
| he wouldn’t get any laughs. He points 


all 
and 


at 
boys 


cracks 
the 


his wise 
some of 


me 
on 


mostly, 
the set 


showed me how to take it away from | 
| him just by 


what they call ‘double 
takes,’ but I don’t believe in that 
stuff. I say live and let live, and 
anyway he the star of the pic- 
ture and if he thinks I’m stealing it 
he’d have me fired. 


is 


Right now the main part is to get} 


a bankroll together, then I can sit 


| back and tell ’em plenty. The cast- 
| ing director told 
| 4-day job, but the assistant director 
thinks it will last a week on account | 


me it would be a 


of the star is a slow study. Well, 
no matter who is right, Tll end up 
with a little wrinkle remover, 
what handling a saw-buck 
It removes her 
wrinkles quicker than anything. If 





Two Agencies Split Up 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Agency partnership of Ben Jack- 
sen and Harold Leyton was dissolved 
Saturday (1). Jacksen reenters pro- 
duction while Leyton continues in 
the percentery as Leyton, Inc. 

Norman Frescott has severed with 
Frescott-Sedgwick and is on his own. 


Hunter’s Plea 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Suit for declaratory relief was 
filed in Los Angeles, May 3, by C. 
Roy Hunter against Consolidated 
Film Industries. Plaintiff claims to 
have a four-year contract calling for 
him to run the laboratory for CFI, 
and questions the right of Herbert J. 
Yates to farm him out as camera and 
sound head for Republic studios. 
Court has been asked for a ruling 
on the matter. 


FILMING FLAGSTAD 


Harlan Thompson, Par producer, 
and two writers from the _ studio, 
Russell Crouse and Howard Lindsay, 
arrived yesterday (Tues.) by boat 
from Hollywood to film scenes in 
New York for ‘The Big Broadcast 
of 1938’ which will feature Kirsten 
Flagstad, Met opera soprano. She 
sails for England after the scenes, 
scheduled for the Astoria, L. IL stu- 
dio, are done May 14-15. 

Thompson, Crouse and Lindsay 








had they abided by 
agreement, it 


their original 
would have granted 
their demands in the studios, in- 
cluding an automatic 10% increase 
over the present basic wage of $7 
for a 6-hour day, with time and one- 
half for overtime and Sundays and 


double time for holidays, for the 
following classifications: Studio 


painters, sign writers, marblers and 
grainers, furniture finishers, scenic 
artists and assistants. 
Carry On V'ith NRA 
‘Despite the fact that the NRA 


was nullified by the ruling of the | 


supreme court, the motion 
industry has continued to observe 
NRA conditions for all employes not 
covered by the basic studio agree- 
ment, including painters, scenic art- 
ists, etc. We challenge any other 
corporation, employer or employe to 
show where better wage scales and 


working conditions for all employes | 
prevail in any industry in the entire | 


country. 


‘The motion picture industry is 


leaning backward in the effort to be | 


fair and just in its relations with 


its employes, and it is our earnest | 


desire. in accordance with our past 
record of fair dealing, that the pres- 
ent labor difficulties may be ad- 
justed over the conference table 
rather than on the picket line. We 
have done everything reasonably 


previous stand, despite the fact that} eventuality.’ 


be- | 


I'm | 
playing the part of an assistant de- | 


It's | 


picture | 


I ever show her 100 bucks at one 
time she would look like Shirley 
Temple. 


You know me and Aggie have been 
; through an awful lot the past five 
years, and I found out that worry 
is than being hungry; of 
course if you're not hungry there's 
nothing to worry about. Paying rent 
isn’t the worry 
‘cause you 


worse 


being hungry is, 
the landlord helping 
you worry. He has to worry if he’s 
gonna get it and you only have to 
| worry if you can raise it, I call 
| it a 50-50 worry. Anyway we're liv- 


got 


SO 





ing in a trailer and it’s swell, ex- 
cept when you lose anything, it’s 
hard to find because there are so 


| few places to look for it in a trailer. 


| But we ain't got nothing to lose, so 


| that’s another worry offen our minds. 
There's another worry thouch that 

I just got. They're talking about a 
big strike out here in the studios. 
| That would be just my luck. I just 
j}am learning how to ‘walk in’ and 
|} some guy will come along and ask 


me to ‘wall out.’ Well, me and Aggie 
can take it. We've been laying off 
so long we nearly forgot what busi- 
ness we're in. Anyway I hope every- 
thing will blow over, but it’s a 
| heluva time to call a strike when I 
get four days work. But that is life. 
Just as you think you're all 
ride, you gotta walk. 

I see by the papers that the bur- 
lesque managers have worries too 
in New York. Well, it’s their own 
fault being closed up. I am plenty 
sorry for all the performers 'n every- 
body it throws out of work, because 
it aint their fault. They just did what 
the managers told ’em to, and the 
stuff they told them to do even kids 
stopped writing on fences. Maybe 
they'll put back the real burlesque 
shows like Gordon and North had, 
and Max Spiegal, Louis Robie, Bar- 
ney Gerard, Charles Waldron, Harry 
Bryant and Hurtig & Seamon had. A 
first part and a last part and a 5-act 
olio. That would help vaudeville 
come back too, and would give a 
chance to the good comics to show 
their stuff; not the strip-teasers. 
There's plenty of good talent in bur- 
lesque if they got a chance. 

Well my pal, Tom Phillips, presi- 
dent of the A. B. A., will straighten 
things out. He knows all the angles. 
If real burlesque comes back, me and 
Aggie will get plenty of jobs. Of 
course she can't wear tights any 
more because the gams aint what 
they used to be, but she’s a good 
character woman and I can put on 
baggy pants with the best of them. 

Everybody seems to be worrying 
these days. The guys that are work- 
ing with me on the lot chew the 
fat all day about the mistakes and 
waste ‘neverything in the picture 
business and the whole business is 
going to hell, and all that kinda 
talk. Well, me and Aggie went to 
see a picture called ‘A Star Is Born,’ 
the other night, and as far as we're 
concerned, we don't care how many 
mistakes they make if they can pro- 
duce pictures like this one. It pays 
off for all their foolishness. It’s one 


set to 





| of the greatest pictures I ever saw. 


| That Selznick guy deserves plenty 
| of credit for producing this one, 
| Every end of it is good, The story, 
; the acting, the photography, direc- 
| tion, music ‘neverything is swell. It 
| has you laughin’ and erying and it’s 
| : P 
| full of swell lines and great pieces 
| of business. Get a load of Janet 
| Gaynor and Fredric March and that 
| #uy Menjou, they're always good but 
this time they’re better than great. 

Don't fail to see this one, Joe; it'll 
| pay your eyes and ears off. I only 
| hope the picture I’m in is half as 
| food. 
| I gota letter from Nan and Taddie 
| Lynch, you remember them, used to 
| be Keller Sisters and Lynch? Well, 
the two girls are doins a double now 
at the State in New York, so get 
a load of them because they're swell 
| performers. They're another good 
| bet for pictures because they got 
plenty of looks and shapes. Also got 
a letter from the Great Gerson; he’s 
playing around with a unit that’s got 
50 people in it, including the au- 
dience. They played 10 weeks and 
lare now waiting for more houses 
to be built. 

Well, I hope everything is straight- 
ened out, as the agent saifl to the 
contortionist act. Give my best to 
the gang, SEZ 


| 


Your Pal. 
Lefty. 
P.S. The sun is shining every day 
jand I'm getting sick of it. 
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NOW IT'S NEW YORK’S RIVOLL 
REVELING IN A 20s HIT! i 




















. LORETTA TYRONE ; 
Ushers rush and cashiers wilt, as long waiting lines . w 
storm the Rivoli doors. And that romantic duo, Tyrone | YOU NG POWER | r 
Power and Loretta Young, implant themselves deeper |: ADOLPHE : a 
than ever in the hearts of audiences... while thousands “ : i 
laugh and cheer! MENJOU | a 


a acre ante. 


The critics keynote the sentiments of the crowds: 


et ee 


AFE 
MeETROPOLE | 


with m: 


GREGORY RATOFF : 
CHARLES WINNINGER 


HELEN WESTLEY “ 


Daily Variety: “Should fare handsomely at the boxoffice. Has the show ele- 
ments which appeal beyond class limitations. Loretta Young never so lovely. 
Tyrone Power splendid!” 





— 


~~ 


Hollywood Reporter: “Topnotch! Provides class amusement for all classes! 
More strength for Young-Power team!” 

“ 
Film Daily: “Bright and witty show. Glamour love-team of Young and Power 
score strong. A cinch the femmes will go for them!” 


OI EOIN I OIE 





Pie eae : Directed by Edward H. Griffith bu 

N. Y. Daily Mirror: “Miss Young and Tyrone Power in a gay romance to the | Associate Producer Nunnally Johnson tor 
demonstrated delight of their following! Yesterday's audience signified box- = Screen Play by Jacques Deval © Original story by Gregory Ratoff = 

° ae : ral 

office success! ° Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production an 

ble 

N. Y. Daily News: “Sure to please any audience! Tyrone Power and Loretta | , ee 

Young carry ‘on the splendid teamwork they commenced in ‘Love Is News’. , gla 

i © oe 
| N. Y. American: “Here’s another ‘yes’ one. Definitely! Loretta and Tyrone at | ee : a 
oo THE KEYSTONE “9 


their most engaging! Glides along merrily!” 



























and 
| mur 

in 
shoy 
tisir 
and 


- ' OF YOUR FUTURE | sha 
N.Y. Eve. Journal: “One of the season's most amusing comedies! A charm- | sb 
ing vehicle for a group of charming players!” - 
e : S ae i . 
N. Y. Eve. Sun: “Light-hearted and laughing comedy in a gay mood. Tyrone | 2 
Power and Loretta Young have proved themselves an excellent comedy tea mo f h 
e , ) oe 
N. Y. World-Telegram: “Recommended to your attention. Over-bountiful with | tva 
funny lines. Loretta Young altogether sparkling. Tyrone Power at his best!” = {| | and 
: 
: | 


Showmen’s Trade Review: “Big name cast for top grosses. Young, Power, — 


Menjou and Winninger great. Definitely a class A production!” i 
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while just a block away— 


“WAKE UP AND LIVE’ IS HELD OVER AT THE ROXY 








AFTER SETTING A NEW WEEKLY GROSS RECORD! 
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[ EXPLOITATION 


:-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Photo Contest 


One of the most successful contests 
worked by a small house recently 
was one in which prizes were offered 
for the most absurd portraits or 
poses made by amateurs. To show 
what he meant the manager offered 
the familiar feet first pose in which 
foreshortening gave huge feet and 
an apple-sized head. 


As a result most of the prints fol- | 


lowed the same lines, but there was 
qa sufficient number of different 
poses to yield a supply and for six 
weeks every change of bill offered 
four lantern slides made from the 
submissions, and some of them 
rocked the house with laughter. At 
the end of the contest of the 10 best 


were thrown on the screen and an | 


audience vote taken. Meantime the 
submissions not put on slides were 
shown in lobby frames and most of 
the town filed into the lobby twice 
a week to look the displays over. 
Cost of making the slides was small 
as compared with the _ business 


drawn, and stunt is down for an early | 


repeat, but with a slightly different 
angle. 

Next time it is going to follow 
newspaper lines on ‘My most em- 
barrassing moment,’ poses to illustrate 
the phrase. Sample print for this 
will be a girl all dressed up, but 
with one stocking down around her 
ankle, acknowledging the salutation 
of a fashionable boy friend. Will 
take a little more thinking-up, but 
manager expects to get some prints 
good enough to crash the news- 
papers with. Also figures that he 
can promote the prizes from the 
local photo dealers, who will get 
most of the developing and printing. 

Figured that a purely local angle 
stunt will bring in as much business 
as a china give away—and cost less. 





Fountain Stuff 


Bill Hendricks’ new Encyclopedia 
of Exploitation gives a number of il- 
lustrations of running water effects, 


most of which depend on the stream | 


of water covering a glass feed pipe, 
but he »>verlooked one, which 


formed the basis of one of Thurs- | 


ton’s earliest illusions. In his ef- 
fect he dipped a half cocoanut shell 
into a tank, filling it with water and 
emptying it again, then presently 
raised the shell a couple of feet 
above the tank with the shell 
streaming an apparently inexhausti- 
ble water supply. 

It was worked on the same gen- 
eral lines except that it called for no 
glass feed tube. Instead a solid jet 
of water was forced through a nozzle 
and, capped by the shell, the water 
mushroomed down the sides to hide 


the central Stream. The idea calls | 
for a small jet under heavy pressure | 


to supply sufficient water to mask, in 
falling, the feed supply. The cup 


should be exactly centered to split , 


the flow evenly, and the shell can 
be so mounted that there is no pos- 
sibility of feeding through the sup- 
port. Provided with a pump it can 
be worked without hose connections 
and prove more mystifying than the 
better known variants. 


Up Boston Way 


Loew's State and Orpheum, Bos- 
ton, day-dating, have been doing 
plenty for ‘Maytime.’ Joseph A. 
DiPesa, Joe and Al Longo went at 
things in ar intensive way, including 
two full page portraits of Jeanette 
MacDonald in the Evening American 
and one on Lynne Carver. This is 
a regular stunt of the American 
and probably’ did not require as 
much effort as a single roto page 
in the Sunday Globe, the latter 
Showing five stills, with some adver- 
tising fill-ins. There were also black 
and whites in the Globe. 

They crashed the radio sections 
of all newspapers, and got the elec- 
trical transcription on five local sta- 
tions for a number of repeats. They 
also tailed the Hollywood _ hotel 
Maytime’ broadcast with a station 
break announcing the picture was 
Currently Dlaying the two houses. 

etween 150 and 200 windows were 
obtained, partly through the national 
hook-ups and in part throuch in- 
dividual stunts. There were 65 tire- 
Covers on a taxi fleet, and got the 
Boston Music Co. to get out a special 
Imprint on the accessory herald, 
with major mention of the theatres 
and a plug for the sheet music. They 
also got 5,000 copies of a new coat- 
pocket magazine and split these be- 
— the operetta and ‘Personal 

roverty.” With smaller stuff, such 
4S imprinted bags and similar stuff 
they managed to keep the box office 
from blushing. 


Radio Tryout 


: Washington. 

F tank LaFalee, Cap WB boss pub 
man, killed two birds with one stone 
i week. Wanting to find out defi- 

‘tely if ‘Mountain Justice’ held any 


Pt A for dames, since it wasn’t 
tery em, and whether WOL, 
‘a 


Mutual station, had the audi- 
eg it claimed, he picked up phone 
100 told Station to announce first 
fre women who wrote in would get 
on ducats. Brief offer went on 
wice Friday, at 16 a.m. and noon, 


enc 


and got 800 replies. whi 

satisfied latter acute on 
Only string was that women who 

were mailed passes should indicate 

on accompanying card if they 

wanted more of same type of pic. 





Cards, which were left at theatre 
|as they left, indicated about 65% 
| liked show, rest evenly split be- 
| tween no like and no reply. In 
| view of response, theatre had upped 
number of passes to 500, 30% of 
the bearers buying extra tickets, 


WB's ‘Pauper’ Bally 

Warner Bros. have worked up an 
unusual campaign for ‘Prince and 
the Pauper,’ tying current release 
with next week’s Coronation cere- 
monies in London, 
| probability of cameramen being 
barred from actual ceremonies of 
| George VI’s crowning in Westmin- 
ster Abbey, WB have issued series 
of Coronation scenes from the pic, 
including virtually every vital func- 
tion of the event. Servicing them to 
several hundred newspapers 
throughout the U. S. Claim already 
to have received numerous requests 
for the stills. 


Campaign by S. Charles Einfeld | 


stresses film’s timely treatment of 
story of the crowning of the young 
king of England with George VI’s 


| coronation, skedded for next 
Wednesday (12). Pic will by that 


time be playing first runs. It opens 
today (5) at the N. Y. Strand. 

Irving Windisch, of the Warner, 
N. Y., Strand, hooked ‘The Prince 
and the Pauper’ to the Coronation 
angle through a hook-in with the 
N. Y. American which takes care of 
itself. 

American’s stamp department will 
give 50 sets of Coronation stamps to 
the 100 words on why I liked ‘The 

| Prince and the Pauper.’ Winners 
| can have a pair of tickets instead, of 
| they prefer. 


Things don’t come much softer 
than this—but you have to think 


them up. That’s the catch. 


It Was McCormick 


Leon J. Bamberger, who recently 
| was credited with the very nifty 
| press book on RKO’s ‘Shall We 
Dance?’ writes that it was the work 
|of S. Barrett McCormick. He’s en- 
titled to all credit on a super-super 
job. 





Theatre Changes 


St. Louis. 
remodel old 








Rodgers Circuit to 
Lyric, Anna, II. 

Thomas Berta will replace Wilton, 
Wilminton, Il, recently destroyed 
by fire, with modern theatre building. 

Majestic, Belvidere, Ill, to be re- 
opened after being thoroughly re- 
,;modeled by owner, Edward Zorn, 
' who also operates Apollo at Belvi- 
| dere. 

Charles Schleffler new adv. sales 
mgr. for Paramount here, replacing 

' William Sharpe, upped to supervisor 
| of 19 eastern exchanges. 

Rex Barrett, operator at Columbia, 
Mo., elected mayor of town, 

RKO has taken term lease on new 
building on film row being erected 
by Dr. Meyer Weiner and Mrs. 
Hymar Lowenhaupt. New home will 
be several blocks from present office. 
This is second new exchange bldg. 
started recently. New quarters for 
Warner Bros. will be ready for occu- 
pancy soon, also on film row. 

Thomas M. Campbell, Terre 
Haute, opening new Palace, Newton, 
Ill. Its opposish will be Star, oper- 
ated by K. W. Rought. 

Trenton. Trenton, Ill., operated by 
J. M. Block, dark. No date for re- 
opening announced. 

John Dickson, Duquoin, IIL, re- 
cently sold State at Duquoin to A. 
Frorino and the Vogue, Palestine, 
Ill.. to B. Temporius and J. S. Fox. 

Gem. Richland, Mo., transferred 
to D. F. Atkinson by R. Parson. 

Rex. Lilbourne, Mo., disposed of to 
N. D. Fielder by N. E, Gately. 

Okaw, Findlay, Ill.. now owned by 
J..F. Jansen, who also is manager. 

V. Klarsfelder has transferred 


Grand. Robinson, IL, to Glenn 
Senarr. ' 
Strand. formerly Lyric, Tuscola, 


Ill.. taken over by George Barber, 
Tuscola. 


Boston. 
Graphie Circuit has appointed two 
new managers from the staff of the 
Keith Memorial here. Charles Pat- 
terson, from press department, goes 
to the Brandon, in Brandon, Vt. 
' Carroll Wilson, chief of service, takes 

over the Campus, Middlebury, Vt. 





Pittsburgh. 

Warners upped Carl Bechdel from 
asst. at Belmare to manager of the 
Liberty. Donora, Pa. Latter house 
was recently opened on full-time 
basis after being on part-time opera- 
tion for couple of years. 

Lou Rosenberg, freelance outdoor 
advertising man for flock of local 
nabe houses, has checked out of town 
for summer to hit road in advance 
of Bantly’s All-American Shows, 
opening season May 1 in DuBois, Pa. 


beat SEE EE ER PN 





Banking on | 


| was assisted by Paul Chaney, Francis 
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Pitt. Grosses Dampened 


Pittsburgh, May 4. | 
High waters last week cost five 
Golden Triangle spots around $15,000. 
Most of it represented charges for 
flood preparations. 
Biggest loss was in lopped grosses. 
Customers were afraid to venture 
downtown. 


Nebraska Halts Banko 
As Lottery; Writ Ends 
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Scheduling the No.1 Pic on Dual 
Setups Presents New Headaches 








| 
Lincoln, May 4. | 

Banko is a lottery in Nebraska. | 
Cash giveaways were ruled illegal 
(29) in Judge Messmore’s court at 
Beatrice, where the test case of the 
state attorney general’s office against 
the Beatrice Theatres Corp., a Fox- 
wesco subsid, was aired. 

Appeal was made by bank night 
counsel to the supreme court, but | 
a permanent injunction was granted 
which will blot the practice in Ne-| 
braska pending the supreme court’s 
decision. Banko attorneys included 
John Mullen and Bill Wright, of 
Omaha, plus S. L. Halpern, of Min- | 
neapolis. Attorney General Hunter 


Cash Giveaways Pronto 





V. Robinson, and Barlow Nye. 

Hunter ruled shortly after taking 
office that bank night was a lottery, 
said the fact that it was unnecessary 
to buy a ticket was only a subter- 
fuge. Banko forces refused to abide 
and Hunter selected Beatrice for the 
test. Whole argument in the case 
was around consideration necessary. | 

Hunter contended a man’s pres-| 
ence at the theatre at drawing time, 
or effort in registration, was con- 
sideration. He was upheld. 

Judge Messmore put the ban in 
effect May 3. 


DETO SEES BIZ BOOM 
AS SIT-DOWNERS RISE 


Detroit, May 4. | 

After three months of auto strike, | 
which cut grosses 25-50%, biz is on 
the upbeat. 

Something like $70,000,000 in 
wages was lost to workers, but ex- 
hibs believe there should be a rush 
for theatres with the millions of in- | 
creased pay. 


Soft Drmk Plug Shows 
Gurgle in L. A. Theatres 


Los Angeles, May 4. 

Four nabe houses have taken sec- 
ond group of advertising shows 
sponsored by Bireley’s, Inc., orange- 
ade distributors, following successful 
try-out in three local theatres. 

Shows are underwritten by Bire- 
ley’s for three weeks at $1,535, in- 
cluding $220 weekly for theatre 
rental, $255 for gifts, and $150 for 
amateur and semi-pro talent. 

First group at Fox Belmont, Ar- 
lington and Oriental theatres hit a 
take equalling the house rental fig- 
ures. Theatres also shared in nightly | 
Bireley radio plugs. Houses in sec- 
ond series include the Fox Califor- 
nia at Huntington Park, Fox High- 
land, Regina-Wilshire and _ Bard's 
Adams. 








’ B’way 600-8 
Moss’ B’way 600-Seater 
B. S. Moss has taken over the site | 
of what was once Churchill’s restau- | 
rant at 49th St. and Broadway and 
will reconstruct building into a 600- 
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Double bills look to stick until 
something stronger blows them out, 
in the opinion of showmen, but both 
chain and independent operators are 
becoming more and more disturbed 
over how to maintain duals and 


Bard No Bargain 


Los Angeles, May 4. 
Suburban exhib thought a 
British-made picture on second 
half of his dual bill so bad that 


make them pay the most. The pub- 

he offered his customers a rain- ’ 
( : j ustomers a rain lic, paradoxically, despite it leaning 
check for the following night. toward double patron film 
Wi oul a tre ZeS 1 


Film was an ; t ) : 
is an adaptation of a houses in many cases just to see the 








Shakespeare play. No, 1 feature, passing the other one 





| importance of the short as supple- | the 


|a filler. It uses shorts to help sell | ing on at the off 


| the set-up of the shorts department 
| (appropriately 


| six hours each for the three Free 


up. This fan apathy toward the sup 
porting feature definitely noted, 
theatres having conclusive proof of 
it through the large number of 
phone calls which inquire as to what 


Interstate Is One 
Circuit Which Takes ‘time the top film is going on 
Its Shorts Seriously | starting to shun the second feature 


Is not 





; | only creating the fear that 
Probably the most complete book- ee “a not getting normal 
let ever gotten out on the short sub- | Y4!Ue Of these pictures in line with 


.| rentals paid but giving anagers . 
jects is being sent the managers of iia etme oon 


the Interstate Circuit, in Texas and erating headache in making up 
the southwest. It was prepared un ay er ; 

der the supervision of R. J. O'Don- uiadies tea Ne 3 ne Ag aes 
nell, who shares with Karl Hob- |) aia, Sionduns yeni i Naas 'N ‘er 
litzelle the conduct of this chain, . maa 


picture, representing the majority of 


and is a combination of the printed 


hicl draught, at off hours, the turnover 
j0ea g , yo "< ) ° y ic os a) 

past om <0 oo - ve in admissions would be better. But 
best lends itself to the reproduction | now there is considerable question 


desired. 

Interstate is one of the few major 
circuits which has not gone in for 
double features, and recognizes the 


las to whether that policy is wise. 
While the effort was directed toward 
getting more play for the support- 
ing feature, making it pay beiter at 
windows, it is feared that busi- 
might be lost altogether if com- 


hours, such as at 
the shows, and this booklet is ajthe dinner hour or at 10 p.m., or 


chief means to that end. It describes | later, which would get fans out too 
late. Of late, calls to theatres have 
jleft the impression that a customer 
wouldn't come because the picture 
went on at an inconvenient time. 
Forthcoming season is expected te 
witness a vigorous conflict between 
campaigns laid out by Mrs. Short.| those favoring double bills and in- 
It shows them how to make money | terests advocating a general return 
with what most theatres regard as|to the single-feature standard. On 
excess baggage. It is an achieve- | one side, the dual program devotees, 
ment will be exhibitors who still think the 
; public craves bargains in entertain- 
|}ment while pitted against this group 
will be civie and club organizations 
and those producers who apparently 
are convinced that the best way to 
Los Angeles, May 4. persuade theatres to get back on the 
With the sale of his 500-seater in | Single standard is to improve the 
Fillmore, Calif.. Nate Scheinberg quality of their sh rt feature 
washed up his indie theatre inier-| With about 50% to 60% of the ex- 
ests and will confine himself to) ere the U. S. still seeking 
Fox-West Coast alliances. James | Cheap pictures to go with their top 
Edward and Ralph Perkins bought | (higher priced) feature for a dual 
the Fillmore house. | bill set-up, trade oreanization ob- 
Scheinberg recently disposed of a | Servers contend that the bulk of pro- 
half-interest in his two Van Nuys | ducers will continue to make a cer- 
houses to F-WC and is negotiating | ain number of inexpensive or Grade 
a deal for the sale of his Canoga | B fms to “‘* a gene ae 
res . ce , recent check reveals double- 
Park theatre. F-we me gy | billing has about reached the satura- 
aaa a oite ee nenthlig 38 point, meaning that there is lit- 


* tle remaining territory into which 
the San Fernando valley. dual bills could extend. While there 


San is no indication that the exhibitors 
‘yi i ; . would retreat from the doubte-fea- 
6 Friday Pix Openings ‘ ture habit immediately, at least the 
Dizzies Detroit Critics trend towards increasing the number 
Detroit, May 4. lof houses going off the single-bill 
Switch of State theatre to Friday status has been halted. 

openings, putting six of town’s 
seven first-runners on that schedule, 

has cricks-in a whirl. 
Fridays now mean 17 hours of | 
cricking, 15 devoted to pix and two 
to stage shows at Fox and Michigan, | 


mental attractions and not merely | ness 


enough headed by 
Mrs. Besa Short), gives an exact 
and detailed summation of its oper- 
ation and then goes on to tell the 
resident managers how to extend the 


Scheinberg Unloads 


WB’s Banko Soluree 


Worries Philly Indies 
Philadelphia, May 4. 
Local indie exhibs are in an ad- 
mitted state of lather now that Wor- 
Press reviewers, Len G. Shaw,jner Bros. has made the plunge into 
James S. Pooler and Ella H. Me-| the ‘game’ racket. No action has 
Cormick. For the two Times crix, | been taken officially but something 
Ralph Holmes and Charles Gentry, | may blow off any hour. 
it’s about nine hours each. Ditto for Seventeen key WB houses have 
News crick Al Weitschat and John | announced bank nights: the Sedge- 
Finlayson. wick, Strand, Germantown, Wynne. 
Benn, Manor, Cross Keys,  "dmore. 
Cadet. Frankford, Allecheny, Kent. 


Par Writers Assigned 


seater for two-a-day policy runs. Strand (Reading). Rialto (West 
Buildi ‘as last loce : / Chester), Seltzer (Palmyra. N. J.). 
ee eee of Joy } Hollywood, May 4. Majestic (Getty burs), and State 
Two-story intevlag permits easy es ee ae eat Para (Hanover ). 
. “ . ari ri . . : . . ) ra. 
rebuilding of the spot into a small | pice scar ‘ oak pictures at Para 
theatre. Estimated that $100,000 w od Brien Marlowe draw ao play NF VIMAN QUITS RKO 
5 ) ens S ; ime Se . ; a. : ; 2 Mires p ‘ | RS oy 
pal agg ne See ve P ot ‘Murder Goes to Jail.’ Gladys Hollyw i, vy 4. 
Unger prepares original for Anna Norman Newman. who. s‘erted 
. | May ong ‘rancis Mart ‘ with the local Radio Exchenge 12 
‘ ’ | May Wong Francis Martin and, with xe 
HARD FEELINGS | Walier DeLeon do another musical ; Years ao when it wes FBO, has re- 
a | with college background, and M, Sizned to enter business for himself 
Union Nixes Swing Contest As Film | Coates Webster scripts ‘Ensenada. in Chica 
Exploitation Stunt No sut wv has been named. 


Columbus. May 4 

Local 103 of the Musicians’ Union 
has nixed Palace Theatre's plans fo: 
swing concert on Palace stage as tie- 
up with Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
film, ‘Shall We Dance”’ 

Idea was to bring cal bands in 
nightly to play swing from 
stage, with a prize of some sort for 
the ‘best swing band in Columbus.’ 

Union figured contest would bring 
the bands nothing but hard Sestinas. | 


tunes 


/CLEV. VARIETY CLUB’S $1,200 


| money for projectors, and 


RKO’s New Mt. Vernon Spot 


Cleveland, May 4 Mount Vernon, N. Y.. May 4. 


Variety Club’s campaign to bring Loe purchase of the Came®. in 
| picture progran to hospital shut- New Rochelle. pro: i RKO to 
ins went over the top financially Jease the Fleetwood. 600-seater in 


work of 
charge of 


through committee 


Harry ,;Mount Vernon Deal closed by H, 
Goldstein, in 


raising | Russeil Emde, John Squiers retiring, 


Moe B Charles Oelrich, Proctor manager, 
| Horwitz. chief barker and originator becomes city manager. Jack Schnei- 
of the charity idea. der, formerly h " int. takes 


More than $1,200 was raised by: over the house Will 


be renamed 
club members. {RKO Fleetwood. 
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M-G-M REPRESENTATIVES KNOW 
WHAT THEY’RE TALKING ABOUT! 


They went direct to the Studio for the Most Important 
Convention in film history! And they’re bringing you 
the happy facts about M-G-M’s Greatest Year of Hits, 


1937-1938. What a Product Message they’ve got. Put 
Welcome on your mat for the boys of M-G-M! | 
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Film Reviews 








DR. KNOCK 


(Continued from page 16) 





Jouvet, in the lead, does the best 
work of his celluloid career, playing 
the title role seriously. There is no 
suggestion at any time that Knock 
is a quack; there is no proof that he 
did not benefit those healthy coun- 
try folk he talked into becoming pa- 


tients; but there is no suggestion that 
he does ’em good, either 

Film is devoid of love interest, and 
it is not missed. Requires a liitle 
time gaining momentum, but o 
underwa t scoots along like a Be 
muda sloop and holds right till th 
surprise fadeout. 

Jouvet is credited with half-a-hand 
in the directing Others in the cast 
have all subordinate parts and in 
dividually not many feet before the 
lenses. They’re all o. k., standouts 
being Palau as the old medick, Riz- 
nault as a village addlenate, { 
Iza Reyner as a wealthy and robust 
farmerette. Bert 

, 
RO. ARIN’ LEA ang 

Re 

yY “Mi juiteer 
ing yn Rav (corr) Li M 
Dil l Mack \ Wi h 
field Adaptation, Oliver Drake q 
Natteford original, Willian Cold M 
Donald: camera, William Noble \ 
Arena, N. Y dual, May t. *Se. j 
ning time, 61 minutes 
Stony Brooke bewae¥vds coment Livin n 
Tucson Smith.... saeeean Ray Corriges 
Lullaby Joslin Max ‘1 ’ 
Doris e Christine M 
Hackett..... ececee ne Hooper Ateh 
CUREIS . > bec os is es Yakima Cxanut 
SFAPGNSL. cccccecees ‘ .George Chese 
BODY... ssceee -Tommy Bupn 
Blondie owe ° a ee ee Mars Russell 
Baby Marys : Tamara Lynn Kauffme 
Prima Donna... Beverly Luff 
Apache Dance Theodore Frvre 
Apache Dancer .Katherine Vrve 
Dancers... Meglin Kid 

This is a robust alfalfa portrait 


good enough to adorn any of the 
pullman programs. Picture will do 
the right thing for the customers be- 
cause, next to good action. it has 
kindly humor and several kid p 
formers, making 
allure although light on the romantic 
end. 
Aptly named, nicely scened and 
the male leads fit the roles cut out 
for them. Picture runs a fast acti 
pace which sustains interest. At 
least two of those Three Mesquiteers 
are likely to be heard from in bigger 


| his 


yn | 


| her 


| fort 


things, in the future. 

Of course, even this western. a 
nifty for the type, compels its plains- | 
men pugilists to do their knuckle 
busting without ever having their 
clothing ruffled. Those sombreros 
must be glued down to the bos 
craniums, because they just ne\ 
come loose, no matter how rough the 
battle. 


Story is pretty nice. Three he: 
are trustees of an estate. Part of 
income is devoted to support 
orphan asylum. Estate also 
majority stockholder in the cattle- 
men’s protective society. G.m. of 
this society has been grafting 
through fake rustling. He wants to 
close down the asylum and the girl 
in charge puts up a vain squawk. 
Mesquiteers arrive in the nick of 
time on a call of inspection. They 
take charge of things pronto and 
soon the action hums. 

There’s lots of riding, diving. 
jumping and shooting, plus the kid 
entertainment, and the finale has an 
inference that the orphans’ pretty 
Super has fallen for Stony, chief 
Mesquiteer. 

Camera stuff is good all the way. 

Shan. 


4} 


tne 
an 
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CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd VYear—Shea’s 
Buffalo 





“Opening day audiences gave plenty 
of applause for Arno’s omnibus of 
Pieces which is the best he has 
given us yet.”—Buffalo Times. 

















BRUCE M. DENHAM 


Please communicate with me 
at once with reference to Johnny 
Eppert accident August, 1936, 
Important. Pinkney Grissom, 
1801 Republic Bank Bldg., Dallas, 
Texas, 




















ADVERTI: oMEN'I 


~“lieienioner 


Member: 


Learn What 1937 Holds for You! 


bo at 1s new type of Astrological Service 
“ve 


: to the needs of professional met 
as id Women Half-hour consultation, bys 
bpointment, 1 to 9 P. M fee, $2.00 
~ 4 2c00 7 
0 P , 
KD P. POST, Hotel Ansonia, N. ¥. 


the | 





Astrologers’ Guild of America | 


| 
- 
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Outcasts of Poker Flat 


RKO-Radio release of 





} 


Robert Sisk pro- 
duciion Stars Preston Foster. Features 
Je an Muir. Directed by Christv ¢ abanne, 

—s by John Twist and Harry Segall; 
miu supervision by Ro Webb; camera, 
Robert DeGrasse At Rialto, N. Y., week 
April 26, ‘37 Running time, 70 mins 

bow rug ; : nas Preston Fester 
Tipe : Teer Jean Muir | 
% sam \ rn ait Va Lieflin | 
Luck ‘ nia Weidler | 
l li I 
i 
D ) > ral cony ( 
portrayal { ! ve 1 Oo 
Bp Ha Oute Po} E 
i1ale 1LCasi Ol Poker Fla 
ta ) dly ¢ I 1 aramatic or 
we ro tar he picture is af- 
flic l h verbose early passage 
that 1 ly « lish a low in 
ncaa 
LACH i Ctl l I Ot 0] epics 
Pro n the names oft 
Preston Foster and Jean Muir, which | 
ioesnt help much for the houses | 
wn tne: ‘Oo lor adventurous at 
i oO Undue length j another | 
W t that keep it in double 
ie ure locat nm 
Becau 39 much attention has 
been devoted to early happening 
little is left to devote on the more 
eventful journey and doom of the| 


| Flat. 


| of 


ro} 


= | 
a_ triple-barrelled | 


five outcasts from the 
This obviously is a 
because highlights of the Harte piece 
were wrapped up more decisively in 
the affairs of this quintet. Failure 
scripters and producer recon- 
nize it hurts the 
feature. 
Seldom does 
true western 
characters intended 
in the California 
Even with the central figure of Oak- 
hurst, big gambler, which is overly | 
stressed here, there little that | 


to 
sincerity 


the film grasp 
atmosphere or living 

for that period 
gold rush days. 


is 


smacks of genuineness. Other char- 
acters are overdrawn, often becom- 
ing mawkish. 

Preston Foster, as the gambling | 


king and saloon operator, does a nice 
| bit of acting though he never seems 
suited for the part. Only in his 


| He 


wavering between the newcomers to 
community and the old-timer, 
gun-stooting element does he really 
shine. Jean Muir, as the school 
teacher just arrived in town, dis- 
plays marked restraint and registers 
customary clean-cut perform- 
ance. 

Margaret Irving. 
‘Dutchess’ character 
contributes outstanding 
Virginia Weidler 
as the obstreperous child, ‘Luck.’ Van 
‘flin’s ministerial character is too 
to be true, and not up to his 
standard. Si Jenks does a 
burlesqued ‘Kentuck,’ while 
Al St. John, alumnus of the 
stickers, shows up better 
Billy. Monte Blue, an Indian, and 
Bradle y Page. in the role of Sonoma, 
furnish the villainous foils with some | 
skill. 

Apparently, 
John 
attempting to go symbolic the way 
they juggled around the child, Luck. 
Too ineffectual. They also failed to 
concentrate the main ‘heme on three 
Instead the film 


who plays the 
with verve, also 
thespian ef- 
alse clicks 


good 
usual 
highly 





slap- | 
as Uncle | 


of the} 





or four characters. : 
is cluttered with meaningless in- 
dividuals who fail to figure in the | 


eventual climax. Dialog varies from 
crisp to epigramatic. 

Christy Cabanne’s direction is not 
as sturdy as anticipated from this 
veteran though the script may be 
partially to blame. Robert Sisk has 
given the picture strong production 
values but they're ‘wanes. Wear. 


Sullivan East on 
¥-WC Buying Deals 


Hollywood, May 4. 
J. J. Sullivan entrained for New 
York Friday (30) for several weeks 
on his annual film-buying expedition 


for Fox-West Coast. 
Buyer will clean up F-WC deals 
for the 1937-38 season with Warner, 


Radio, Columbia, Republic and First | 


National. 


2Cth- Fox Gets a 
Hollywood, May 4. 

Johnson signed with 20th-Fox 

to distribute ‘Borneo.’ 


Osa. 
for company 


last adventure film shot by her hus- 

band. Martin Johnson, jungle ex- 

plorer. 
Johnson was killed in a Coast 


plane crash. 


Kids’ Segregation 
Albany, May 4. 
N. Y. State Senate today passed 
the bill introduced by George F, 
Rogers of Rochester extending to up- 
state the provi now applying to 
N. Y. City theatres, under 
which separate sections 
for children unaccompanied by 
adults. Bill now to Assembly. 
Dunnigan Bill extending powers 
ao © yer Paul Moss over 
theatre is still in committee. 


Extends 


ions 


picture 


goes 


OMT IssSI 


11CCNnSses 


| 
| 


town of Poker | 
weakness | 


{ 
| 





BOOT FORTHE BIZ | 


! 


Pasadena Suhac’ Wants No Part of 
Theatres | 
| 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Ordinance recently adopted by San | 
Marino, snooty Pasadena _ suburb, | 
prohibits building of theatres within | 


600 feet of a residence or school 
building thereby putting up bars 
| against all film and theatrical enter- 
tainment. 

Ordinance forbids giveaw and 
restricts advert is so rally 
that exhibs claim operation would be 
ruil To f 
Sou 1 Cal yn ) 
legislate out ¢ b ’ 

GN Releasing ‘Spy’ 
| { 
Spy f Nap ) \ 
tions British-made film, will be 
tributed in U. S. by Grand National 

Richard Barthelm ind = Doll 
Haas have the lead 

LON YOUNG’S MONO PIC 
Hol pod, May 4 

Lon Young vill produce Tele 
phone Operatoi fo Monogram 
starting in June Scott R. Dunlap, 
| Monogram V.p. in char ‘oc of produc 
| tion, has assigned John Krafft to the 
script. 

Krafft recently completed ‘The 

| 13th Man,’ which rolls today (Tue 
|} day) with Young producing. 
| 
R. R. NEWSREELER SET 
| 


the 


Grand Central’s newsreel theatre, 


242-seater located on station’s upper 
| train level, opens May 12. House 
| plans 60-minute program and will 


use cartoon comedies, short features 
and occasionally previews. 


John Sloan, a member of N. Y. | 
State Racing Commission: Donald 
| Bayne, W. W. Lyon and Harold 


Ley head company operating. 


| and Al Goldstein pulled out for Chi- 


| cago today (Tues.) to attend the 


| ger 





are set aside | 





| 


the same 
| week-to-week basis. 
the scripting team of | 
Twist and Harry Segall were | cian, 


COAST MONO-ITES TO CHI | 
Hollywood, May 4. ir 
Ray Olmstead, Howard Stubbins | : 


an- | 
nual Monogram. sales convention 
opening there Friday (7). 
Goldstein Seattle branch mana- | 
for Olmstead-Stubbins, Coast 
franchise holders for Monogram. 


20-FOX WRITER DEALS 

May 4. | 
signed to | 
contract 


iS 


Hollywood, 
Bess Meredyth has been 
a 20th-Century Fox writing 
on an eight weeks deal. Henry John- 
son and Max Magnus have joined 
studio as writers on a 
studio techni- 
year ticket. 


Hommeras, 
a one- 


Ralph 
signed 


| 
PERT KELTON’S ‘BACHELOR’ | 
Hollywood, May 4. | 

Pert Kelton has been set for the | 
lead in ‘Reluctant Bachelor,’ Re- | 
public comedy. Colbert Clark is| 
producing. } 
Ralph Staub is directing. Pic rolls | 
tomorrow (5). 


CHANSLOR’S FIRST AT M-G 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Roy Chanslor’s initial assignment 
under his new Metro writing ticket 
is to dish up a screen play for ‘The | 
Gravy Gang.’ 
Tom Reed will produce. 


CHURCHILL'S CHORE | 
May 


Holly wood, 











Fd Churchill, Paramount’ flack, | 
| stepped in as technical adviser on | 
‘Exclusive,’ newspaper pic. 
Al Hall is directing. | 
> 

Reissues 
: | 
(Continued from page 21) | 
— a | 
in the music flickers would be too! 
dated. Tear-jerkers such as ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ ‘Les Miserables’ and ‘Back 


Street,’ get the femmes flocking back, | 
remembering the good cry they had 
when first gandered. 

It has built up the greatest meet- 
the-manager wave in the history of | 
local theatre operation, 
number of customers hunting up the 


manager or house-owner to make a 
request that the house book a certain 
picture out of the old files. Many 


houses are putting blackboards 
their lobbies and holding a general 
voting campaign among the cus- 
tomers to find out what reissues the 


majority of the customers would like | 


to see again. 


with a large | 


| 
| 


up in | 








Hunky-Gory 


Arthur Reieor. self-styled 
Merchant of Menace exhibitor 
at the Rialto, N. Y., specializes 
in the blood-and-thunder pix 

When the b.o. is good, the 
ushers have their own coded 
way of expressing it. 

‘Biz is hunky-gory.’ 











More Minn. Theatre Bldg. 


M ipol Ma | 

W nd ident t t ) 
tru ine tarrito D 
m isked fo vo new 
Avalon 1.000 ind ) 
$100 ) " y! ct 

I R ) " 
it Mo l VI ind the | 
ircuit one at Hutchinson, M 


‘Wild’ One for Jane 


Hollywood, May 4 

Woolly,” new Jane 
at 20th-Century 
signal May 10, Al 
directing John Stone 


‘Wild 
Withers 
Fox, gets starting 
fred Werker 
produces 

Walter 


in cast 


and 
Starrer 


Brennan and Jackie Sear] 


LO 


COMEDY SERIES ROLLS 


May 4 
week 


Hollywood, 
starled last 
on first of a series of 
musical comedy shorts to be pro- 
duced by Bart Gilroy with J 
Yarborough directing 

Gene Austin tops the cast 
Candy and Coco. Bryan Sisters 
Shirley and Whities Ferguson 
spotted. 


al 
SIX 


Production 


Radio 


also 


CONDOR’S SHORTS RELEASES 
Hollywood, May 4. 

Condor closed a deal to release 

26 shorts through RKO with Louis 


| Rantz assigned as associate producer 


| by Hirliman, 
Louis Gasnier directs the first, a 
water polo sport reel. 


George 


san 


with | 
Jane | 


VA RIE el 


CHI EXHIBS ON 


NEW GIVEAWAY 
RAMPAGE 


Chicago, May 4. 

Build bigger lob b That 
t} cr lon fil ) \ h bank 
night creeno and | rut 

nd with doubl y il 
1 matter of quantity, local exhib 
ito are beginning ' eal 
to be an abnormal gf way cam 
1) 

N rut I t ) é a 
ing away more than three he ol 
picture though some hou uct 
as the Rosewood, have hit as high 
as five hours of pictures for a single 
admission, the exhibito1 have de- 
cided they'll add to ‘quantity’ bar- 
gain by the premiums route 

In the few weeks bank night and 
single features have been out, mi 
nor premiums, such as kitchenware 
ind tableware, have been washed 
up as too weak Exhibs are being 
forced into giving away furniture, 


automobile accessorie 


sporting goods, etc 

| Various merchant associations in 
the Midwest have passed _ resolu- 
| tions condemning these elaborate 


giveaways by the theatres. 


| WILSON SHORTS GROW 


Hollywood, May 4. 


Metro has added two more Carey 


| Wilson psychology shorts to the 

' current program, 

First will start next week. 
SHINE ON ‘JUNE MOON’ 

| Hollywood, May 4, 


George Archainbaud is 
ing with Lillie Hayward 
play of ‘June Moon’ at 

Archainbaud will direct. 


on 





clothing 


collaborat- 
screen 
Paramount. 
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Robt MONTGOMERY 
Rosalind RUSSELL 


‘NIGHT MUST FALL’ 





Chas. Jean 
BOYER ARTHUR 


“HISTORY IS 
MADE AT NIGHT” 


Plus!—BIG STAGE sHOW 
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New York Theatres 


HU HOHRON OOOH EN TECRO NAS. 








PA RAMO ou NTsitirs 





In Person 








BARBARA 
STANWYCK | yXavierCUGAT 
i JoeIMcCREA | mary smMaALt 
“Internes Can't DIXIELAND 
| Take Money” JAZZ BAND 











“CAFE 
METROPOLE” 


Loretta Young, Tyrone Power 
Adolphe Menjou 


tim RIVOL 


8’ og 
49th 


A 














World Premiere - Tonight, 7:30 P.M. 
“THE PRINCE AND THE 
PAUPER” 
ERROL FLYNN and 
MAULCH TWINS 


with the 


NEW (YORK 
25° to Opens 
inom 4 jam 


Broadway & 47th St. — Midnight Show | 





EDWARD G. 2nd WEEK! 


ROBINSON 


in His Greatest Kole Since 


“LITTLE CABRSAR” 
THUNDER IN THE CITY 
25c 


. . Bway 
Criterion i. 
to | P.M, 


Doors open 9 a.m.— Midnight Shows 





1th Av. a both m4. 


ROXY 


HELD OVER 


“WAKE UP 
AND LIVE” 








On the Stage: 
JOHN STERLE 

ALL mars eM B SAILORS 
| SATS \ ede. MILES & KOVER 
arr MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


‘“‘A STAR 
IS BORN’”’ 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
Spectacular Stage Productions 














‘Hurricane’s’ Horizon 
Hollywood, May 4. 

United Artists will take over 
ternational studio for 


of miniatures, process and trick 
| for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Hurricane.’ 


ering space at other rental lots. 


In- 
60 days on a 
deal with Ralph Like for production 


shots 


To rush process work, UA is dick- 














' 
- s T Oo R 
| Bway. at 45th St. 

Ail Seats Reserved 
| fwice Daily, 2 


$5. 8:45, 
Sun & Hol, 3:0 
6:06, 8:4 Alicinite 
Show Sat. Prices (1 
tar Mat et Sat 
Sun. & Hol.) 
$! Fives vie to § 
Maturday Midnite ar 


Sunday 6 P.M 50 
$1.50 
c-_- - 

‘ 
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Can't Satirize Commercial Program 


By Calling It Sustainer, NBC Rules 





Legal dept. of NBC has nixed use 
of the word ‘sustaining’ on the Ed 
East-Ralph Dumke program heard 


locally only on WJZ, New York, 
under Kellogg sponsorship. Fearful 


of laying the company open to even 
a hint of ‘advertising misrepresenta- 
tion’ the NBC ban followed the 
initial broadcast. Program pow 
referred to in the continuity as 
‘Eddie and Ralph’s own program.’ 
Based on the satirical idea that 
two goofs are happy sustaining and 
continually refuse overtures from 
the Kellogg company to sponsor 


is 





+ 


See Forum This Week 


Two 
radio 
Forum. 

One is an official interpreta- 
from* Robert Huse, asso- 
ciate director of Informational 
Service, on Social Security. 

Another is station sales rep’s 
attitude on chain-breaks and 
how they have encouraged big- 
ger radio commercial accounts. 





interest to 
week’s 


letters of 
are in current 


tion 














them, the program has worked out 
this artful method of getting the 
commercial over with a 
twist. But actually describing them- | 
selves or their program as sustainers 
is verboien. 

This part of the Kellogg account 
It is 


js with Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
also unique in that one of its pro- 
duction men, Jack Nelson, lives in 


Florida and geis the scripts by mail 
for going over. Nelson is the former 
New York radioite who is learning 
real estate under his father-in-law. 
His continued connection with the 
East and Dumke show due to 
having been in on the auditions prior 
to his retirement from radio. 


WMCA-WHN Clash Again; 


Farley from Cincy Was 


is 





Ballyed for N. Y. Banquet 


WMCA, N. Y., got put in an em- 
barrassing spot last Thursday (27) 
by the committee in charge of the 
banauet tossed for Sam _ Fassler, 
N. Y.’s Commissioner of Bldgs. Post- 
master Jim Farley was carded as 
honor speak-guest, so station several 
weeks in advance arranged to run 
in a wire and air. 

Meanwhile WHN, arch-rival, an- 
nounced that it wes carrying Farley 
from Cincinnati, where WLW was 
feeding out a mess of Midwest post- 
m°sters. 

Radio eds on the N. Y. dailies were 
confused by both dating Farley from 
different points, same hour, same 
day, and kept bombarding both 
broadcasters with pleas to straighten 
matter. Stations checked their 
sources, and were both given go- 
aheads ‘till the night before 
speech, when the Fassler committee 
admitted they were not going to have 
the Postmaster. 


It was too late in many instances |! 


to correct the info already sent out 
by WMCA, for which the station is 
mumbling in its beard and blushing. 
WHN is peeved, on the other hand, 
because though it really served un 
the Farley spiel from Cincy, some of 
the papers, bored with the bickering, 


credited in advance WMCA and let | 


it ride at that. 
Indianapolis, May 4. 

WIRE was all set for mike spiel by 
Democrat head man Jim Farley, who 
came to Indiana for conference with 
state party leaders, and to see how 
the new postoffices at Franklin and 
Danville looked. WIRE had spent 
the coin for the 20-mile wire. but 


ine altogether. 
Time of broadcast rolled around, 


Jr. had a mike open and broadcast 


to do, with no way of getting in | 


touch with home studios, 20 miles 
away. And no Farley arrived. So 
the boys chased up and down the 


street for one of those man-on-the- | 


street airings, while awaiting the 
missing celeb. Heavy rain started to 
complicate matters. That drove 
most of crowd off the street. and 
WIRE announcers got their mike in 
front of the Masonic Home band of 
Franklin (Ind.). Band blared forth 
martial air, which, due to unpre- 
pared open-air and rain set-up, came 
out in corny style. 





Doernbecher Dies 
Tacoma, May 4. 

E. M. Doernbecher, President of 
the Puget Sound Broadcasting Co., 
owners of KVI (CBS), died in 
Seattle April 27. He was 54 and a 
pioneer of the radio industry in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Was ill at Seattle hospital since 
Feb:uary. Funeral services and in- 
terment in Tacoma. 


reverse 


| for alleged malicious libel. It makes | 


the | been instituted by Catholic schools 





| ington and Louisville tracks for a 


New Transradio 


Suit Versus U.P. 
On Booklet Barb 


United Press has until tomorrow | 
(Thursday) to file an answer to the 
summons of a suit which Transradio 
News Service has begun in N. Y. su- | 
preme court, asking $50,000 damages | 





the second piece of litigation which 
Transradio has pending against the 
UP. the other being the $1,170,000 | 
conspiracy in restraint of trade ac- 
tion which is due to come to trial in 
the Federal Court, New York, with- 
in the next few weeks. 

Transradio based its latest suit 
against the UP on the contents of | 
a promotional brochure which the 
latter is alleged to have distributed | 
among broadcasters and advertisers. | 
Transradio claims that the state- 
ments not only sought to discredit 
it but were commercially damaging. | 

Named with the UP in the con- 
spiracy action are the Associated 
Press, the International News Ser- | 
vice, NBC, CBS and the American | 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association. 


L. A. CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S: 
‘DON’T LISTEN’ RULES 


Los Angeles, May 4. 
Censorship of radio programs has 


| 
| 








in Southern California. Lists are 
compiled at frequent intervals and 
studes told what shows to avoid and 
those in favor. Youngsters at one 
parochial seat of learning were in- 
structed to spin the dial away from 
script shows with gangster themes. 

Among those nixed are ‘Gang 
Busters,’ ‘Calling All Cars’ and ‘Court 
of Human Relations.’ 





Clem McCarthy, visited Hist week 


Cincinnati, while en route to Lex- 





warm-up on atmosphere prior to 
miking the Kentucky Derby at 


_Churchill Downs, May 8. | 


— Admen Ga-Ga Over Film Names 


Ferley spent so much time at Don- | 
ville that he missed the Franklin air- | 


‘Radio Entertainers Get Nominal Fees, While 


and Jack Stilwell and Al Beveridge. | 


| the selling angles Haymond is using. 


| of concert and operatic talent direct- 


|} arrived Niblo. 


| —$54.31. 


|be in effect regulating the number 
with L. B. Wilson, head of WCKY, | 


| is 


Carl Haymond Seeks Net 
Alliance for KIT, Yakima 


Yakima, Wash., May 4. 

Carl E. Haymond, general man- 
ager of KIT, is in San Francisco 
seeking chain affiliation. 

KIT has just had its wattage 
upped to 500, has changed to new 
regional channel, and is erecting a 
new transmission tower. Those are 





Realign NBC Personnel 





In Artists Service, N. Y.; | 


Fred Niblo as Pix Man 


NBC Artists Service is shifting 
around duties of its staff. Larry Fitz- 
gerald, who has been doing general 
contact work, will handle peddling 
ly and exclusively to ad agencies. 
As yet NBC has not replaced Rubey 
Cowan who left April 1 to join Para- 
mount as radio contact in Hollywood, 
and it looks likely that no one will 


| 
| 
| 
| 





come in to fill the gap, rather others 
dividing up the work since outfit 
has added Fred Niblo to’ do pic con- 
tacting and Billy Hillpot to assume 
Fitzgerald’s old 
Chester Stratton 
Tilzer are splitting 


and Jack Von} 


| 
Cowan's old 


duties selling vaude acts and shows, | 
while Jack Potter has assumed some | 


of the brunt of the film contacting, | 
which he is dividing with the newly | 


John J. Collins has moved from | 
Artists Service over to Auditions | 
Dept.. where he is assisting Ernie | 
Cutting. 


13 YEARS IN RED; 
FINALLY AHEAD—$54 


Atlantic City, May 4. 

Afier 13 years of spending the tax- 
payers’ payers’ money, Municipal 
Station WPG boasts of its first profit 
This was revealed when 
the March statemert of income and 
expenses was submitted to the City 
Commission. The $54.31 profit com- 
pares with a $953 loss for the same 
month of 1936. 

Station cost more than $150,000 to 
build and up to 1936 had been leased 
to CBS for five years when the 
city found itself unable to maintain 
the station. CBS lease was on a 
profit sharing lead, but always 
operated at a loss. 





| 
| 
| 
| 








L. A. Local Approves 
Air Band Limitations 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Directors of Local 47, American 
Federation of Musicians, have ap- 
proved restrictions voted on by the 
membership covering radio employ- 
ment and the restrictions will be- 
come effective at midnight, June 27. 
As of that date limitations will 





of broadcasts that may be played 
by union musicians in any one week. 
Objective of the new regulations 


to spread employment over a 
larger proportion of the member- 
ship. 


duties. | 


comedy program 


| Expect WSM, Nashville, to Acquire 





| were at the field when she arrived. | 





P=, 


Wednesday, May 5, 1937 


———— 








Housebreaking Announcers 


By Hal Block 





Announcers should not get familiar with the artists, For instance, after 


Toscanini conducts a particularly stirring symphony such expressions as 


‘Attaboy, Arturo’ or ‘Wow, was dat sumpin’ are to be discouraged. 





In case a short wave broadcast is interrupted in the middle, the an- 
nouncer may fill in with a maximum of 65 seconds of double talk, pro- 


viding he is adept. If at the end of th 


at period the connection is not made 


there will be an organ ready and waiting with a waltz arrangement of 


‘Moonlight and Roses.’ 


Announcers should try to keep awake during broadcasts as much 


as 


possible. A snore sounds like a razzberry over the air and is disconcerting 


to the artists. 


Announcers should eliminate the 


personal element in announcing, 


as 


it may sound conceited to use such phrases as ‘Your announcer has been 
Clatfde Elkins, the Voice of a Million Friends.’ Such practice would soon 


lead to personal squabbles with oth 
up the air. 


er announcers and eventually louse 


In announcing ‘This is the Consolidated Broadcasting Corporation’ the 


announcer will work up gently from 


the key of C on ‘This! . . . through 


the chromatic scale till with a heroic crescendo spieler hits SOLidated.’ 
This should be deafening. The rest doesn’t maiter. 





There must be no swing versions of the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ on our 


programs. Also no medley including 
Tiger.’ 


‘Bells of Saint Mary’ and ‘Hold That 


Only announcers with 


sponsors may 


use the front entrance. 





Announcers should try to dress according to the programs they are on. 


For instance, on a symphonic progr 
ym! prog 


am formal attire is in order; on a 


cereal program the announcer might wear a pair of pajamas, on a soap 


program the spieler might add a bit 
wrapper (or a reasonably exact facs 
and the star decic 


jes to come dressed 


of color by donning an old laundry 
imile) and if the announcer is on a 
as the Empire 


State Building it might be jolly for the announcer to come as a hydrant. 





The following songs can be played but not sung: 


‘You showed me the gate....now 


‘Aggravatin’ poppa be sure you ———— 
‘POLLY WOLLY DOODLE ALL THE DAY,’ 


‘Put it under the door.’ 


we're gonna swing it.’ 


q 


The following songs can neither be played or sung: 


My daddy 
R & 


S 


l my r 
g--_—— 





m but 











-d. 
—ke. 


Shrmtzvk Vrghljings Restjvnerlhxssol Blues. 


Gxhsyterm Degdfy Razzmatazz s 


1 in C sharp major. 


Fresdfxtyerisx Vinfseitu Refhjiokdfeiurtx (from the picture of the same 


name). 





Any departures from above rules will lead to instant dismissal or loss 


of job, or both. 


WSIX TAKEOVER PENDS 





Smaller Station 





Owners of WSM, Nashville, had 
not up to Monday (3) closed for a 
controlling interest in WSIX, local 
100-watter. Negotiations, it is un- 
derstood, have been on for some 
time, with Steve Cisler, WSIX 
manager, meanwhile checking with 
WSM officials on divers important 
business angles affecting the smaller 
outlet. 

Mutual is expected to tie in on the 
deal in so far as it will make avail- 
able time for Mutual commercials 
whenever the schedules are shut 
tight on WSM. 


Mrs. Schneider to You 


Seattle, May 4. 
With Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 











MPPA'S $150,000 
IN 6 MOS. FROM 
WAXINGS 


Mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Associ- 
ation estimates that it will do $150,- 
000 in transcription royalties for 
the first six months of 1937. This 
is exclusive of the royalties paid for 
works controlled by the Warner 
Bros. publishing combine, which 
does its own licensing. 

MPPA took in $97,800 for the first 
half of 1936, while the entire year 
brought $225,000 from radio disc 
sources. It is figured that the MPPA 








here visiting her son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. John Boet- 
tinger for a few days, radio produc- 
tion and publicity men from major | 
studios keeping the First Lady busy, 
each trying to beat the other on a 
guest hookup. 

In an effort to surprise the family 
here she took the name of Mrs. | 
Schneider on her plane trip expect- | 
ing to drop in unexpectedly but the | 
news boys as well as the radio 
hounds knew of her coming and 





overturn on transcription licenses 
this year will exceed the $300,000 


mark, while the WB publishing 
|group is expected to do around 
$70,000. 





FLING FOR YOUTH ON 
WILLIAMS’ SHOW BOAT 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Promising talent new to radio will 





be 





_ Big Dough Goes for Cinema Personalities 


| Talent agents complain that ad! gram, Maxwell House Showboat, is 
| soon to join the ranks of Coast de- 
| fenders. 

Kirk recently made the prediction 
that 75°, of the major program will 
originate from Hollywood within the 
next two years. 
which handles the Campbell Soup 
account. won't considér taking on 


agencies and accounts important in 
|radio have developed film-name 
‘complexes to the point where it’s | 
| become almost impossible to sell | 
| them on anybody from another field. 
Mike material, say the agents, is be- 
ing measured more in terms of 


Armstrong agency, | 


given the preference for the 
guest spotting on Maxwell House 
Show Boat during fts Coast origina- 
tion, starting July 8. Hersckel Wil- 
liams trained in last Friday (30) 
and started his talent roundup. 
Williams, who produces for Ben- 
_ton & Bowles, said that no decision 
Case will be heard May 10. Martin | had yet been reached to move Palm- 
is a glassworker in Clarksburg. | olive Beauty Box to Hollywood. He 
;also scotched reports thut negotia- 


Judy Starr’s Divorce 


Judy Starr, singer on Vallee pro- 
| gram, has filed for a divorce from 
‘John Walton Martin in Clarksburg. 
|W. Va., alleging incompatibility and 
neglect. 





| 


| screen association and less in enter- 
| tainment value. Singers with estab- 
lished reputations on the air, but 
| without film glamour must either ac- 
cept $200 or thereabouts for a broad- 
cast, or they don’t work. 

| In support of their contention that 
‘the trend among advertisers toward 
| Hollywood as a source of mike sup- 
| ply is stronger than ever the talent 
lreps cite a recent statement by 
Myron Kirk, v.p. in charge of radio 
for Ruthrauff & Ryan, the set policy 
of F. Wallis and the latest Coast- 
ward movement of its programs by 
the J. Walter Thompson agency. A 
fourth agency cited in the argument 
is Benton & Bowles, whose ace pro- 








any personalities unless they are 
from pictures, while in the case of 
the Thompson agency the westward 
trek seems to have just got started. 
With the Nash and Chase & Sanborn 
Coffee programs already added to 
the Hollywood contingent, Thompson 
has two others set to come from that 
area, the Rudy Vallee-Royal Gella- 
tin. Hour and the new Bakers’ 
(Fleischmann) Program headed by 
Edward. Everett Horton. It will 
make seven Thompson shows origi- 
nating from the westcoast and six 
from New York. Latter includes 
Jergen’s hand lotion (Walter Win- 
chell), which shuttles back and 
forth, 








Savitt From Manhattan 

Jan Savitt and his Top Hatters, 
tooting three-a-week dansapation 
over the NBC red from KYW, 
Philly, slated to originate in WEAF 
in couple of weeks. 

Bankrolled by Hudnut, 
B.B.D.&O. agenting. 


with 





Bob Barrett Heads East 
Chicago, May 4. 





tions had been under way with Bill 
Bacher to take over production of 
the two shows. 





Riehl to KVOO, Tulsa 
Nashville, May 4. 
J. Oliver Riehl, production mana- 
ger at WSM for the past two years, 
becomes musical director of KVOO, 
Tulsa. He resigned at WSM last 


Robert J. Barrett, Jr., manager of | month. 


the local WOR offices, going East | 


ol an Official visit. 


He is succeeded at WSM by Peter 


| Brescia, a musician at WSM for sev- 


Will confab with the WOR execs | eral years. Brescia conducted a num- 
on general spot business for summer, | ber of seasons in West Coast thea- 


and the coming fall season. 


| tres. 








ur 





‘ 


The Importance of Radio 


Taking a birds-eye view of broadcasting the chairman of the A.N.A 
radio session last week itemized reasons for the importance of radio 
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and its problems. He mentioned: 





25,000,000 home sets 
5,000,000 auto sets 
$133,000,000 gross billing 
$2,000,000 for baseball 
Scripts part of fans’ lives 
Films use air for plugs 
Mags solicit subs by radio 
Unions sponsor programs 
Radio a flood hero 








Petry Partners Banked Over $100,000 
Not Including Stock Dividends 


Washington, May 4. 
Three partners of sales rep firm 
of Edward Petry & Co. banked well 
over $100,000 last year. Total does 


not include dividends, upon which | . 
the three have an absolute monopoly, | 


owning every share of both the com- 
mon and the preferred stock. Head- 
ing the list is the firm prez, Petry, 
who is majority stockholder. Other 
two partners, with less than half the 
common and two-thirds of the pre- 
ferred, received identical compensa- 
tion. 


Salary figure for Petry is $27,083, 
or more than $500 weekly. In addi- 
tion to dividends on 51% of common 
and 331;% of preferred, he also 
dragged down a $10,000 bonus. 


Henry I. Christal, secretary-treas- 
urer, who just returned from Euro- 
pean junket, and Edward E. Voynow, 
the Chicago partner who is vice- 
president, each get $23,333 annually 
in salary—approximately $50 a week 
under Petry—and a $10,000 bonus. 
Christal has 44% of the common and 
one-third of the preferred, while 
Voynow represents the remaining 
5% common and last third of pre- 
ferred. 


While the Petry trio paid them- 
selves an average of $34,000 in sal- 
ary and bonuses the dividend split- 
up has generally been considered in 
the trade as running their individual 
incomes up into film star brackets. 

Prosperity of some—not all—sales 
reps has become a part of the burn- 
up of broadcasters that was person- 
alized last week when Walter Damm 
of WTMJ, Milwaukee, took a sar- 
castic jab at Christal’s European va- 
cation in mid-winter. 


BOWES BACK INTO 
NO. 1 SPOT ON C.AB. 


Major Edward Bowes hopped back 
last week into No. 1 spot among the 
full hour shows tabulated for popu- 
larity by the Cooperative Analysis of 
Broadcasting. It’s a return after sev- 
eral months pegged at lower ratings. 
His present percentage tally is some- 
what lower, however, than Jack 
Benny in the half hour group who 
remains the pace-setter for com- 
mercial network shows. 

Bowes is still toying with the idea 
of going to the Coast this summer. 
Large staff would need to be trans- 
ported west to handle the Chrysler 
Programs out there and it is un- 
certain if the move can be worked 
Out practically. 

Cold at present is the prospect of 
road dates with personal appear- 
ances for Bowes. That loomed as a 
maybe if the western trip (largely 
social in motivation with the Maj) 
materialized. 


Bob Hope’s Ticket 


Contract of Bob Hope, who goes 
on for Woodbury Soap this Sunday 
(9) over the NBC blue (WJZ), guar- 
antees him 
the usual 
Such cycles, 

Shep _Fields and Frank Parker 
continue on with the program. 








options for three more 


wasnres Gore, baritone, back at 
ELI New Haven, after several 
month's absence. 


13 weeks and contains | 
| other acts are yet to be inked in. 
| that the rate structure of the chains 





vr 





GUEST STARS ON THE FARM 


Bedtime Also Figures In Findings 
of Special C.A.B. Survey 


Latest special survey of the Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting 
relates to farm listening habits in | 
contrast with metropolitan listening. 
Reduced to charts and graphs the 
survey was ‘previewed’ last week by 
A. W. Lehman at the spring session 
of the A.N.A. and when completed | 
and given more detailed analysis the | 
survey will go forward to C.A.B. | 
subscribers. 

First rural survey of its kind ever | 
made by an impartiai body in radio | 
the latest research study finds many | 
points of similarity in city and coun- | 
try program likes but emphasizes | 
the importance of bedtime among | 
the cows and chickens. 

Light is also thrown upon the| 
question of rural audience reaction | 
to guest stars. 











Sun Oil Sportcaster 


Opposite Own Sponsor 
Three Nights a Week 


Schenectady, May 4. 

Protest from Roche, Williams & 
Cunnyngham of Chicago has can- 
celled Jim Healey’s sports series on 
WGY for Penn Tobacco. Healey, 
broadcasting locally three nights a 
week for Sun Oil, was opposite an- 
other Sun Oil program, Lowell 
Thomas, for the tobacco company 
the other three nights of the week. 
Agency squawked and Healey will 
be off after two weeks notice. 

NBC sold Healey to Ruthrauff & 
Ryan for $150 weekly. 





KXBY Plays Host 


KXBY, Kansas City, has extended 
an invitation to New York and Chi- 
cago agency men to be the station’s 
guests over the coming week-end 
when the outlet dedicates its new 
studios. 

Acceptees will be planed to and 
from Kansas City, with all expenses 
underwritten by KXBY. 





BOATLOAD OF RADIOITES 


Sea-Going Week-End of Broadcast 
Employes Forecast 








Big boatin’ bust-out of the year! 
for radio folks will be the five-day 
spurt down to Bermuda and back 
on the Statendam over Decoration 
Day week-end. To date 125 persons 
from agencies, networks, talent lists 


and artists’ bureaus have secured! 
reservations. | 
Quite a show is being lined up, 


and when completed will probably 
be as pretentious a layout as ever | 


played the cruise-time. To date) 
Harry Hirschfield, Belle Baker, Eric 
Titus and Ottilie George, and Nat 
Brusiloff’s band have been set; four 


Lauder’s Radio Yen 
Sir Harry Lauder sailed Monday | 
(3) from New Zealand for Los An-| 





+- 


| 


geles after a tour of Australia. | 
He’s coming to the U.S. in search 
of a radio spot, | 


| talent that 


MELSER LEI 
ANA, DISCUSS 





Frank Discussion of Chain 
Break ‘Evil,’ Coverage 
Maps, Mounting Talent 
Costs Heard at Hot 
Springs Convention 


TIME COSTS 


By BOB LANDRY 

Radio got a going-over last week 
at Hot Springs, Va., by the men who 
pay the bills—the ‘sponsors. Scruti- 
nizing ceremonies were m.c.’d_ by 
D. P. Smelser, fact-finder and radio 
authority of Procter & Gamble, who 
presided as chairman of the radio 
session of the spring convention of 
the Association of National Adver- 
tisers. 

Question period was ‘off the rec- 
ord’ but the general tenor of sponso1 
opinion and thinking was pretty 
clearly articulated by Dr. Smelser, 
who itemized many of the points of 
controversy. He took a strong posi- 
tion against chain-break 
ments and also ridiculed 
maps. 


coverage 


‘This station coverage proposition 
is the greatest piece of bunk that 
has ever been put over on us,’ Smel- 
ser told his fellow-sponsors. ‘When 
you look at the map of the United 
States as far as coverage 
cerned, as put out by each of the 
three chains, you think you are cov- 
ering the country. I happen to know 
of instances where programs have 
been on a coast-to-coast chain, and 
in addition have been on 75 stations, 
and have produced no results in 
dozens and dozens of counties of the 
United States.’ 


That the mounting cost of talent 


and production is disturbing to spon- 
sors was clear from the general com- 
ment of the advertisers both in and 
out of the convention hall. Allusion 
was also made to the gradual push- 
up of station and network time. 
Sale of stations for big prices, com- 
petition between networks for local 


affiliations with time rates used as | 


a bargaining factor by the networks, 


all were seen as raising radio costs | 


to the advertiser. 
Time Scarcity 
Soapman Smelser, a prime advo- 


cate of daytime radio, summarized | 


his various comments as follows: 
(1) Generally speaking, all of the 

hours which we have heretofore 

thought of as being the most valu- 


able time for broadcasting are sold, 


by the chains and in most cases are 
being considered as valuable fran- 
chises 


them. To take care of additional 


sponsored programs the broadcast- | 


ing companies will. have to experi- 
ment with the possibilities of using 
other hours of the day and night and 
will have to determine the relative 
value of such hours. 

(2) Formation of new chains will 
not solve this problem. Theoretic- 
ally, the greater number of pro- 
grams on the air at a given time the 
greater the size of the total audi- 


| ence, but there is a natural limit to 
| this. 


Generally speaking, each time 
a new chain is formed the audience 
to the other chains is decreased. 

(3 Competition between programs 
at the same hour is becoming more 
intense. This has led to the idea 
that only the most expensive talent 
can draw an audience and advertis- 
ers have bid ridiculous prices for 
talent being used by other advertis- 
ers. All of this has resulted in such 
a marked increase in the cost of 
radio, especially night- 
time radio, is not available only to 
those able to use blue chips. 

(4) For some time we have felt 
was based on information which was 
considerably out of date. To say 
that ‘each hom of the night was 
worth the same as any other hour 
of the night and to say that each 
hour of the day was worth the same 


(Continued on page 36) 


announce- | 


by the advertisers owning | 
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NSORS ANALYZE RADI 





to some 
Friday 


people is the day the 


programs. 
do next.’ 





Why Air Advertisers Read Variety’ 


In introducing Variety’s spokesman, Bob Landry, at the radio ses- 
sion of the Association of National Advertisers’ convention last week, 
D. P. Smelser of Procter & Gamble said: 

‘Stix Nix Hick Pix—that was a headline in Variety 
Saturday 
to others is the day Time arrives. 
Wednesday, or out in the sticks Thursday, is the day Variety arrives. 

‘Why do radio advertisers read Variety? 
find out what the program critics of Variety have to say about our 
But most of us read it to find out what we are going to 


. Tuesday 
Post comes in. 
To a great many people 


Evening 


Some of them read it to 











Karol on Showmanship 


John J. Karol, director of market 
research for CBS, was one of the 
three guest speakers at the A. N. A. 
radio session. He discussed ‘How to 
Test a New Radio Program.’ 

Opening with the statement, ‘Radio 
program research is no substitute for 
brilliant showmanship or creative 
| genius, but it sometimes can be a 
| useful tool in the building of success- 
ful programs,’ Karol detailed con- 
sumer jury and other experimental 
methods of pretesting programs. 

L. H. D. Weld of McCann-Erickson 
| reported to the A. N. A. radio session 
;}on status quo in *he Committee of 
15’s efforts to standardize research 
methods. 





is con-| 


‘Alfred Vanderbilt Orders 
Publicity for Race Track; 


Baltimore, May 4. 

Alfred Gwyn Vanderbilt, who re- 
cently bought in on Pimlico race 
|track here, is turning to radio to 
popularize rehabilitation of historic 
| course, tying up with station WFBR 
for daily airings direct from track 
'and a nitely re-run of races via re- 
'cordings made at time of running. 
WFBR, only station here equipped 
with portable short wave pack, uses 
this setup, WX30, for 15 minute 
period daily, to pick up color and 
| random interviews handled by 
Nancy Turner,  station’s fashion 
spieler, and Henry Hickman of an- 
|; nouncing staff. 

Rebroadecast of races nightly at 
10:30, airs recording of actual run- 


| 


ning as witnessed by track an- 
nouncer giving results and prices. 


Understood tie-up will also permit 
airing of famous Preakness May 15, 
although actual running of this 
classic has been sold as commercial 
to American Oil Company, via 
WBAL, track officials figuring no 
conflict involved. 


Sealtest at 10 P.M. 


Sealtest will take over the 10 to 
11 spot on the NBC red (WEAF) 
link Sunday nights starting 23, re- 
placing the United Ice Dealers of 
America. Latter account washes up 
next Sunday (16). 

It's been using Gladys Swarthout 
and Frank Chapman from 10 to 10:30. 


CANADIAN PROGRAMS 


Combo Radio-Screen March of Time 


Gives A.N.A. Members Light Dusting 





An ex-vaude villain, Doug Merser- 
vey, now advertising manager of the 
du Pont cellophane division, ran the 
entertainment that climaxed_ the 
A.N.A. banquet in Hot Springs last 
week. Part of the show was Profes- 
sor Quiz, broadcasting twister-upper, 


who preserves incognito while 
strongly. suggesting somebody that 
used to play the Gus Sun circuit. 
Another part of the show was a 


professional model from N._ Y. 
brought down as a stunt to play-act 
at the art of Gypsy Rose Lee and 
causing a little mild worry until the 
audience realized that innocent sug- 
gestion rather than realistic demon- 
‘stration was her assigned role. The 
show was topped and stolen by ‘The 
March of Time.’ 

Two-way open circut from CBS in 
New York to the hotel in Virginia 
permitted synchronizing the pro- 
program’s regular announcer, V. H. 
Van Diver, talking at the banquet 
with actors, musicians and sound 
effects corps in network headquar- 
ters. Part-radio, part-newsreel, all 
in the typical whammy style and 
kettle-drum histrionics of ‘Time,’ the 
stunt kidded advertisers and prod- 
ucts. And did both slickly. Roy 
Larsen and Howard Black were 
slightly tense laugh-clockers for the 
home team. 

Soupy skies kept the convention 
indoors. A few brave golfers dredged 
up the juiciest divots this side of 
Pago-Pago. It was the biggest 
turn-out of membership for a spring 
convention of the A.N.A. in nine 
years according to a nose-count of 
245. S.R.O. on several occasions in 
the ‘club’ which Virginia’s limited 
license system makes mandatory, 


CECIL UNDERWOOD TO 
~ DIRECT ‘FIBBER McGEE’ 


Hollywood, May 4 

Cecil Underwood has been signed 
by Needham Louis & Brorby agency 
of Chicago to produce ‘Fibber McGee 
and Molly’ program for Johnson 
Wax °> Hollywood. Likely remainder 
of present series will air from® here 
as Paramount bas other pictufes in 
mind for Marion and Jim Jrdan, 
comedy team. | Underwood récently 
with Ruthrauff & Ryan as producer 
on Al Jolson grow here. 


¢. M. Mulls Winchell 


Walter Winchell is being offered 
around for $5,500, or twice what he 
has been getting from Jergen’s. Lat- 
ter also wants to renew. 

General Motors is reported to be 





interested. 


41 From East, 49 From West and | 


13 American Exchanges 


Winnepeg, May 4. 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will | fall 


release 106 shows a week this sum 
mer to the national and midwest 
networks, with 41 coming from the 
eastern part of the Dominion and 49 
from the west. Remaining 13 will be 
exchange programs, nine from NBC 
and four from Mutual. 


Programs which are being added } ‘Hit 


to the schedule for the warmer 


months show a sharp swing to con- | 


icert music. 


Lawrence’s Sanka Off 
Deal between Gertrude 
and General Foods for a 


Lawrence 


eries next 


under the Sanka Coffee label 
has gone cold. 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the 


| 

account, is working on another pro- 
! 

gram for the account 


Patricia Norman's Commercials 


Patricia Norman new vocalist on 

Parade’ ~ periods for Lucky 
Strike over CBS and NBC. 

Its’s Miss Norman initial radio 


| commercial. 
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TIGHTER REGULATION, CLARIFYING 
F.C.C. POLICIES FORSEEN AT CAPITOL 


— 


Recent Demand for Stock Distribution Data Signifi- 
cant—KSFO, San Francisco Case Focuses Atten- 
tion—Gary Passes Complaint Back to Commish. 


Washington, May 4. 

Tighter regulation of the internal 
affairs of broadcasters, accompanied 
by promulgation of clear-cut policies 
which will eliminate most of the 
uncertainty about government at- 
titude toward the industry, will be 
the reply of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to repeated 
charges of lax administration of the 
Communications Act. 

With first results of the moral re- 
form wave now becoming visible, 
the F.C.C. last week was seen ready- 
ing to crack down on licensees who 
have been snooting the government 
and taking steps to apply more 
stringent control to station opera- 
tion. Commish is on the verge of 
getting tough about sales, 
stock deals, and other matters tn a 
way which foreshadows end to the 
era of favoritism and casual super- 
vision of the industry's conduct. 

Although the F.C.C. still is 
sponding only 
a Congressional investigation, 
body is reaching the point 
it seems inclined to give offending 
industry members the wood-shed 
treatment. Simultaneously, an _in- 
ternal house-cleaning in the Com- 
mish is gaining speed, with the 


re- 


the 
where 


Broadcast Division becoming more | 


independent and aggressive. 
Following developments all have a 
direct bearing on the matter of gen- 
eral regulatory principles and Com- 
mish concept of its -powers- and 
duties: 
First, recent call for data about 


contracts affecting station operation | 


and ownership. 
Second, consideration of a uniform 

yardstick to be applied in regulating 

license tranfers. 
Third, imminent 


showdown on 
long-term lease policy. 

Fourth, shifts of examiners and 
lawyers. 

Fifth, growing sentiment for 
longer permits. 

Sixth, sudden _ side-tracking of 
Robert I. Berger in the secretary- 
ship race. 

Most important trend, from the 


jndustry viewpoint, is in the direc- 
tion of a concrete stand regarding 
sales and leases. Promulgation of 
definite policies on these matters 
looks just around the corner, as a 
result of the amount of discussion 
in Congress about monopolies and 
law evasion. 
Legal Angles 

As a starter toward the adoption 
of a standard principle, the Commish 
recently called upon all licensees to 
furnish information required under 
Broadcast Order No. 2 and demanded 
from General Counsel Hampson Gary 
a discussion of the legal factors in- 
volved in passing upon _license- 
transfers and stock shifts. Amend- 
ment of regulations requiring sub- 
mission of various types of data is 
possible in the immediate future. 

Most important event in the recent 
series of trend-showing incidents 
was the call for Gary’s views on the 
license-trafficking controversy. Given 
a severe dressing down for failure 
to outline a general policy Gary Fri- 
day (30) turned in a _ confidential 


opinion, several pages long, in which | 


he passed the problem right back to 
the broadcast division. Leaders in 
the movement to crystallize the 
slant toward high-priced transmitter 
swaps are reported to be Commis- 
sioners Norman S. Case, one of the 
Broadcast divisionites, and _ Irvin 
Stewart, vice-chairman. 

While the Gary memo is described 
as inconclusive, it will be the me- 
dium for a show-down on the vague 
policy under which the Commish has 
been ratifying station sales. Chief 


counsel reported there are no bind- | 


ing principles established by court 
decisions but pointed out that the 
same general quesiions confronted 
by the F. C. C. in protecting the 
public interest have come up in ad- 
ministering other Federal statutes 
which have been taken to court. 

None of Government's Biz! 
The Broadcast Division asked 


Gary’s views in its search for a for- | 


mula by which 
reasonableness of payments for 
transmitters. Group is seeking a 
middle course between the view that 
ihe price paid for a station is none of 


to measure the 


leases, | 


slowly to agitation for | 


| idea that a station cannot be sold for 
more than its physical value. Mem- 
bers are in a quandary about allow- 
ing for going-concern value and 
charge for good will and at the same 
time preventing transactions in 
which the biggest item appears to be 
the right to the franchise. 

Related matter of policy on leases 
will come to a head in the near fu- 
ture when the Broadcast Division is 
called upon to act on Columbia's re- 
quest for permission to take over 
KSFO, San Francisco. Show-down 
was made virtually unavoidable last 
week when CBS was disclosed as 
likely to file exceptions to report of 
Examiner Hyde which recommended 
denial of the application. 

While some web execs are disposed 
to let the matter drift, Columbia is 
expected to force a test by challeng- 
ing Hyde’s findings in several res- 
pects. Fundamental legal question 
may possibly be presented with CBS 
attacking the Commission’s power to 


| between competing license-holders | 


deny consent to a lease and bringing | 


{up the issue of jurisdiction. In in- 
dustry circles, and also within the 
| Commish, there is hope that Colum- 
{bia will follow this course and, in 
| the event of aturn-down, goto court 
so a positive ruling may be obtained. 
| Both the lease and sale issues are 
| behind the Commish letter of April 
| 20 to all license-holders ordering im- 
| mediate filing of copies of all con- 
| tracts negotiated since July 15, 1934, 
|‘which may in anywise affect the 
control of your station’ and supple- 


In this regard, the F.C.C. is likely 
to apply the paddle to stations which 
have been negligent in the past three 
years about complying with terms 
of Order No. 2, which is due for 
stiffening. 

The -survey was started after cer- 
tain commissioners learned the files 
are not up to date and that relatively 
| little data has been received since 
the order was adopted Aug, 21, 1934. 
Although the rule requires copies of 
every subsequent contract which is 
| pertinent, slight attention has been 
| paid to this obligation during the in- 
|tervening two and one-half years. 
| Likewise, corporate license-holders 
| have been negligent about reporting 
|every transfer of stock, although 
| semi-annual renewal pleas are sup- 
| posed to be accompanied by lists of 
| stock-owners, 

There are several objectives be- 
| hind the April 20 letter, which re- 
|quires that oral contracts be re- 
'duced to writing and a positive 
statement even when no strings are 
tied to the transmitter. Response to 
the call will have considerable to do 
with future policies, while revision 
of the rule is probable if it is found 
' that much specified information has 
been withheld. 

Network Influence 


mental dope about stock ownership. | 








which may constitute disregard for 
both the public interest and the gov- 
ernment. 

With the sale and lease problems 
growing more acute, there is more 
talk about extending the life of 
licenses, Certain factions within the 
Commish are resolutely against 
lengthening the six-month period, 
but others feel that regulation would 
be more effective if one or even two- 
year franchises were granted. On 
this point, argument is made that the 
frequency of renewals imposes a 
heavy clerical burden which effec- 
tively thwarts close’ supervision. 
Under present conditions, with a 
batch of licenses coming due every 
three months, it is impossible to 
make as thorough a study as is con- 
sidered advisable. In consequence, 
renewals are practically automatic, 
unless some complaint has been re- 
ceived, the facilities are involved in 
a controversy, or a change of assign- 
ment is pending. 

The inner renovation has resulted | 
in several personnel shifts which are | 
designed to counteract political in- | 
fluences as well as increase effici- | 
ency. Some months ago the first of 
these occurred when Examiner 
Ralph H. Hyde was named acting 
chief of the docket section. Within 
the past few days another took place 
when Tyler Berry of the legal staff 
changed places with Ralph Walker 
of the examining division. 


Just how far-reaching the reform 
movement is probably will be seen 
within the next few weeks, since 
there are several pending cases 
which will involve tests of c rol 
of Commish policy. More pe al 
feuds within the C@mmish a e- 
ported to wind up shift of the 
balance of power [Min the faction 
headed by ChairmagmAnning S. Prall 










to the so-called ‘pg@gressive group’ 





| 
| 


| 


| lottd 


First purpose is to find out just | 


how much control the networks have 
gained over affiliated stations. Com- 
mish wants to be in a‘ position to 
give precise answers to any 
| gressional investigators, besides be- 
ing posted on its own account. Mem- 
bers realize they could not make 
positive responses from the witness 
stand in event inquiry is authorized, 
and are aware of reports that webs 


it 


Con- | 
F.C 


| deal 


lately have been taking more dicta- | 
torial position in arranging to sup- | 


ply program service to independent 
| stations, 

| Another purpose is to see just 
'what has happened to minority 


| blocks of stock. While the Commish | 


passes upon transfer of majority 
holdings and other deals which may 
result in shifts of station control, it 
| has paid scant attention to where 
i the little lots of paper go. 


| trasting each six-month statement, 
with result that the Commish has 
been surprised 


terested in what. 
Oral Options 

The third principal reason 
check on rumors that there 
many verbal and written 
which may have the effect 
| mitting outside domination 
| tions. 


is to 
are too 
options 
of per- 


Little | 
| consideration has been given to con- | 


recently on several | 
occasions to find out just who is in- | 


CBS-WOAl, Cold, 


which is loosely @BZanized around 
Vice-Chairman SteW@fart. 








Won t Fight F.C.C. 
Onfintangibles: 


Washington, May 4. 
which raises the ques- | 
ederal Communications 
Dn power to approve or 
¥e high-priced station sale | 
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fizzled onday (3) with disclosure | 
| Colt and Southland Industries 
will draw request for permit to | 
swam AI and $825,000 cash. 









t was decided upon follow- 
bw-up of efforts to arrange 
rms and revise the contrac 
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ream from Examiner P 
Counsel for the wg 
Halff, principal WOA 


ing 
ne 4 


wij 
¥ 









Sam 
I 


md 
ner, | 
















Ww sk the Commish tg A back 

plication for li ransfer, 
ac@@pting the unf e Exam- 
inéf’s report withg allenging the 


. power t 
and wj 
on & 


thg 







on transmitter 
forcing a show- 
policy. 

is expected to receive 
Co tion, although in some 
g S * .ad been hoped CBS and 
; woud fight through. A test 
lace been desired by attorneys and 
cef{ain Commish people principally 
to see how the Broadcast Division 
reacted to Seward’s reasoning. This 
would have paved the way for estab- 





do 










| lish@Ment of a policy, eliminating un- 

cer@™inty about how far license-hold- 
| ers Bight go in getting all the traffic 
| will—bear. With the WOAIT case ash- 
| cangged, the Commish h»s no current 
| exc@e for establishing se. of prin- | 
| cipl® relative to what consideration 
ma 


of sta- | ing 
Gossip has reached Commish | we 
the government's business and the ears about informal understandings  w¢ 


be given to intangibles. 





illsbury Show 5 Yrs. Old 
Chicago, May 4. 

Iwill be five years for ‘Today's 
Chiffren’ show on NBC for Pills- 
bu Flour shortly. 

Papgram has been renewed by the 
flou™ firm, through the Hutchinson 
agemcy, for another 52 weeks start- | 
ay 29. Continues to ride each 
-day morning on the NBC red 
vut of Chicago. 


| KFRC, San Francisco, 
sented by 


bining pleas 











| director 
| join sound department at Warners 


= = 





Another Congressional Blast 





mission. 


trust. 


three networks account for 93% 


Wall Street finance.’ 


homa City. 





Washington, May 4. 


Another charge that the current radio ‘scandal’ is as bad as the 
Teapot Dome oil sensation was heard in Congressional circles last 
week when Congressman Thomas R. Amlie of Wisconsin circularized 
constituents with lengthy blast at Federal Communications Com- 


Devoting whole of his weekly ‘Congressional News Letter’ to radio 
Amlie, one of the anti-chain liberals, roasted the F. C. C. for eve- 
blinking at trafficking in licenses, repeated an accusation that onlv 
three fair-haired law firms can ‘get any results before the Commis- 
sion,’ assailed the bill of Rep. C. Arthur Anderson of Missouri for 
five-year licenses, and declared the ether is dominated by a radio 


‘Teapot Dome was a noisier scandal than the administration of the 
Federal Communications Commission, but it doesn’t smell any worse.’ 
Amlie told folks back home, adding, in conclusion, ‘The chairman of 
the Federal Communications Commission is Mr. Anning S. Prall, for- 
mer Tammany member of Congress.’ 

Wall Street domination of ‘the only great resource left in the hands 
of the people’ was flayed in the circular. 


Amlie pointed out that the 


of the wattage and pointed out the 


NBC is owned by ‘a Morgan Corporation,’ while CBS is controlled by 


In reiterating complaints that the F. C. C. has not prevented ped- 
dling of frequencies, Wisconsin lawmaker referred to price paid by 
CBS for KNX, Los Angeles and Hearst Radio buy of KOMA, Okla- 





Much Buzzing in Washington Apropos 


Dark Horse Winner of F.C. C. Job 





Pacific Coast Notes 





‘Feminine 
weekly 


Parade,’ 
quarter-hour 


new 
program on 
is being pre- 
Shirley Benstock, re- 
ceptionist and steno at the Don Lee 
station. 





Myrna Bay, NBC Hollywood music 


a stop-over in San Francisco last 
week to ‘o.o. the network’s western 
headquarters and _ to 


check ith | 
Clare Patrick on music rights #3. | 


lems. 



















Worth Hale is new at Brew 
Weeks agency, San Francisco. 
merly with C. Bentinck Comp 





Ed Franklin, director of ope } 
at KJBS, San Francisco, has 5 
newscaster, airing the Dias 
‘Fontana Néws Extra’ night ¥ 
Sunday. ’ 


ne 





Lucy Cuddy adapting an: 


‘Idylis of the King’ into iim prose 


for a new series of § airers 
starting May 9 over BS coast 
web from San France} Morgan 


producing. 





Oducer in San 
© wife, Modesta 
violinist, com- 
wand biz during an 
le Pacific Northwest. 
While a Ribbe is producing 
Standarg iMmphony Hour broadcasts 
from fe and Portland. 


John Ribbe, 
Francisco, ang 
Mortensen, sy, 











auto jaunt 














Yan Cleve, recently in Salt 
I 


at KJBS, San Francisco. 
BS appointments include Wallace 
. Gade, program director; Van Con- 


nors and Dick De Angelis, announcer- | 


producers. E, P. Franklin, 
program director, is now in charge 
of general operations. 





Patricia Morgan of the music 
rights staff at NBC, San Francisco. 


is taking dictation from -Meredith 
Willson while Amelia Kennedy 
} vacashes, 





Owl Drug Co. is now using Robert 
Stevens, George Nickson, tenors: 
John Teel, Armand Girard, bari- 


| tones; on its “Treasure Island’ shows 


over the coast NBC-Red web from 
San Francisco Sunday nights. 





Connie Boswell rushed to Kraft 
airing from downtown L. A. theatre 
when Grete Stueckgold cancelled on 
receiving word of her husband's 
death. 





Rudy Cornell named program di- 
rector of KMTR (Hollywood) to take 
over from Mattie Kemp. 





Les Hewitt resigned 


at KFWB 


as technical 
(Hollywod) to 


studio, 





Joe Parker left KGFJ (Los 
Angeles) announcing and publicity 


| staff to free lanc>. 





Tom Everitt, editor on the Packard 
show for Young & Rubicam, making 
a fresh connection in the east. 


Son's | 


+ 


| plans 
thrice- | 





74 


| 
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Washington, May 4. 

Hurried change of Administration 
Wednesday (28) resulted in 
unexpected selection of Thomas J. 
Slowie, former city clerk of Clinton, 
Ia., and secretary to Congressman 
W. M. Jacobsen, as secretary of the 
Federal Communications 
sion. 

Filling the vacancy created a vear 


Commis- 


| ago when Herb Pettey quit to join 
librarian, en route to New York after | 


WHN, the Commish ended prolonged 
wrangling over the $7,500-a-year po- 
litical plum by discarding Robert I. 
Berger, particular candidate of Post- 
master General Farley and Admjnis- 
tration favorite. Surprising switch 
occurred Monday (26) when the 
White House ordered Berger dropped 
d set the stage for Slowie’s elec- 
Tian. 
New secretary, who is 41 vears old 
and took office Saturday (1), has no 
radio background. A war vet and 
former insurance man, he has been 
one of the most devoted Democratic 
workers at the Capitol since he first 
landed in Washington in 1930 as sec- 
retary to the late Representative 
P. M. Jacobsen of Iowa. When the 
latter died in 1936, Slowie passed up 
a chance to fill the seat and became 
secretary to his former employer's 
son, the incumbent Congressman. 
Political maneuvering which re- 
sulted in Berger’s discard and 
Slowie’s appointment took industry 
leaders by surprise and still has not 
been fully explained. White House, 
however, was revealed as having 
taken a very active part. with 
Stephen T. Early and James Roose- 
velt, the President’s secretaries, noti- 


| fying the Commish that Berger was 
City, has been added to sales | 
Other 


out and virtually dictating the 
Slowie choice. 
Why 
Although all the reasons for the 
| startling reversal of plans are not 


former | known, opposition within the Com- 


mish to Berger, combined with po- 


| litical considerations, played a large 
| part in the rapid sequence of ce- 


| 





|a 4-0 proposition. 


} 











velopments. According to reports 
current in political circles, President 
Roosevelt was informed Chairman 
Anning S. Prall had been seriously 


|embarrassed when he first tried to 


put over Berger and the White 
House was tipped that selection of 
the Democratic Committee radio 


boss would bring repercussions at 
the Capitol. 

The verdict in Slowie’s favor was 
Three Democrats 
and one Republican—Prall, Stewart, 
Sykes, and Brown—did the voting, 
with Case, Republican, being record- 
ed merely as ‘present’ and Payne, 
Republican, and Walker, Democrét, 
absent. No formal announcement of 
the line-up came from the Comm sh, 
but Case was understood to be (p- 


| posed to hurried action, especi:!l¥ 


in view of the length of time the 
vacancy has existed and the sudden 
White House change of affections. 

Defeated in the secretaryship rece 
after being all set, Berger now is !& 
ported slated for Commerce Depi''- 
ment post, presumably with the bu- 
reau of Air Commerce. 





Buck Jones partied gang 1! 


worked with him on Grape 
4 transcriptions, 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 


NBC 


1937 1936 1935 1934 
JANURTT ccc cccicvee $3,041,999 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
POUEET 66sec ccesee 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
March Aen aaa eae 3,614,283 3,037,873 3,025,308 2,507,890 
APT ccccccssveses o Satta 2,741,928 2,682,143 2,373,890 
|. eee - $13,729,385 $11,175,996 $11,360,807 $9,485,084 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
pg Le ee ere $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
pS ere ge 2,264,317 1,909,146 1,654,461 1,387,823 
DEMON bas awhwansees 2,559,716 2,172,382 1,829,553 1,524,904 
pe | ey ere . 2,596,238 1,950,939 1,615,389 1,371,601 
UGE bss Futbsce als $9,798,891 $7,933,490 $6,868,352 $5,690,276 
1937 1936 
Pg fee. $187,362 $166,266 
Febuary .. tistics ao . 202,088 152,064 
March TT LEER COTE Ce 212,861 191,483 
MEAD 4s4.0%045040%4 cans errr 139,834 
EE skisuesiah Caneel) Boxe ‘ $649,647 














‘Commissioner George Henry Payne 
| vesiane as probe boss, Lawyer ex- 








April Showers Business 


on Networks: 


NBC, $3.277,321; CBS at $2,596,238 


Both NBC and Columbia last 
month established new highs for 
April grosses from time sales. NBC 
did $3,277,321, or 19.5% better than 
the tally which prevailed for April, 
36, while Columbia, by its gross of 
$2,596,238, accounted for a compara- 
tive boost of 33.1%. Mutual’s figures 
for last month were not available at 
press time yesterday (Tuesday). 

Breakdown of NBC’s April, ’37, 
tally gives the red (WEAF) link $2,- 
303,519 and the blue (WJZ), $973,802. 
On the first four months of this year 
NBC’s income is 22.8% ahead of the 
pron for the parallel four months of 

NBC grossed $2,741,928 for April, 
36, $2,682,143 the following year and 
$2,373,890 for April, 1934. With Co- 
lumbia it was $1,950,939 for April, 
"36; $1,615,389 for the following year, 
and $1,371,601 for April, ’34. 


SUMMER MOTH-BALLS 
FOR COAST PROGRAMS 


Hollywood, May 4. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan will have only 
one show on the air from here dur- 
ing July and August. Cocomalt stays 
on, with Jimmie Grier’s ork and 
soloist, and Gene Austin trio hold- 
ing up the show. Joe Penner takes 
his usual summer respite. 

Al Jolson and his troupe take an 
eight-week layoff, and Gillette Com- 
munity Sing returns east in three 
weeks. If RKO options Milton Berle 
for additional picture work the 
origination will switch back. 

Tiny Ruffner, headman on the 
Coast for R & R, is of the opinion 
that many of the agency’s script 


shows will hie this way-by early 
fall. 











Thomas Thomas Insists 


NBC, Met Opera and Maxwell 
House Coffee have all put in mild 
requests that something be done 
about Thomas Thomas’ monicker. 
Baritone has refused to change it, 
claiming that it’s a good, first-rate 
Welsh name. Label gets laughs most 
of the time. 

‘Page boys call him the Simone 
Simon of Radio City. Middle name 
is Llyfnwy—so that’s out too. 





Spieler’s Campus Walkaway 
Walla Walla, Wash., May 4. 

William Fifield, KUJ announcer, 
emerged the victor in the College 
Extemporaneous Speaking Contest, 
which drew entries from 11 western 
States, 

Mikeman divides his time ‘tween 
KUJ and senior classrooms at Whit- 
man college. 





v— 


BURYL LOTTRIDGE RESIGNS 


Quits Cemmercial Managership of 
Three Nebraska Stations 








Omaha, May 4. 

Buryl Lottridge has handed in his 
resignation as commercial manager 
for Central States Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (KOIL, KFAB, KFOR) effective 
May 1. After closing his desk Lott- 
ridge will visit with vzelatives in 
Enid, Okla., from where he will 
trip east to consider other offers. 

Commercial department is tem- 
porarily in hands of John Henry, 
general manager, as no successor to 
Lottridge is in sight. Possible a new 
set-up may evolve, but commercial 
headquarters will remain in Omaha. 
Henry expects to make no selection 
for a fortnight. 

Lottridge winds up with over two 
years and a half. Before he departed 
Lottridge set Paul Hammond in new 
position of merchandising manager. 

Newest addition to sales force is 
Joe Mathews, attached to Lincoln 
office. Formerly with WHBF in Rock 
Island, Ill. Lincoln operators staff 
increased with addition of Glen E. 
Martin, formerly chief engineer at 
WMIN, St. Paul, and Marvin Kori- 
nek, previously with KXBY, Kansas 
City. 


Aylesworth at WNOX 


Knoxville, Tenn., May 4. 

WNOX is planning a powwow of 
bigwigs of the Scripps-Howard or- 
ganizations for its hour and half 
broadcast Friday (7) signalizing 
an inerease in power to_ 5,000 
watts. Gen. Hugh Johnson will ap- 
pear on the WNOX stage for an ad- 
dress on ‘The Radio and WNOX,’ 
and Merlin H. Aylesworth, former 
NBC exec and now an official in 
the Scripps-Howard organization, 
also will put in a personal appear- 
ance. 

All newspaper editors in East 
Tennessee and adjacent sections of 
Kentucky, North and South Carolina 
and Georgia have been invited to 
event and banquet at which Cham- 
ber of Commerce will be host. 

Jack Howard will be present along 
with Gene Katz, of E. Katz special 
rep house. 


Plays Wilder Circuit 
Springfield, Vt., May 4. 

Alan Parker, who advanced from 
an announcer at WGY to program 
manager at WNBX, Springfield, Vt., 
moved on this week to WSYR, Syra- 
cuse, where he will do programs 
and sports. 

From WSYR, Parker may move on 
to WJTM, Jamestown. 

All stations owned by Harry Wild- 
ler group. 











| to appear while Payne sat, as he is 
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‘NOT SURE OF | 
FAIR HEARING’ 





Washington Attorney Open- 
ly Defies Member of Fed-| 
eral Communications Com- 
mission—Charges Member 
Wants to Embarrass Him 


With Questions 


FOLLOWS ‘CODE’ 


Washington, May 4. 
Paul Segal, leading radio attorney 
practicing before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, has flatly 
refused to answer questions unless 


plained to Variety that he declined 


involved in litigation in which the 
Commissioner is a party. Segal stated 
‘he was not sure of a fair hearing.’ 
Segal avers he had been tipped off 
that Payne would embarrass him 
with the nature of his questions. 

Payne in turn states he will not 
withdraw to oblige the lawyer. What 
action, if any, he may take because 
of the lawyer’s open defiance he de- 
clined to say. Probe that Segal side- 
stepped had to do with alleged ad- 
ministrative irregularities within the 
F. C. C. and legal favoritism and 
skullduggery. 

Segal is willing to testify before 
the F. C. C. on any subject providing 
Payne does not ask the questions. 
Situation arises just after the pro- 
mulgation by the F. C. C. Bar Asso- 
ciation of a new code of ethies and 
is expected to disturb the direc- 
torate. President Louis G. Caldwell 
hesitated to forecast if the Bar as- 
sociation might inject itself into the 
situation. 

Repeal of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission two-year rule 
was demanded last week by radio 
lawyers following adoption of a 
stiffly-worded code of ethics which 
denounces wire-pulling, favoritism 
and other attempts to gain special 
treatment in broadcast litigation. 

As the prolonged controversy 
neared a climax, the Communica- 
tions Bar Association formally pe- 
titioned the F. C. C. to erase the 
regulation which prevents former 
government attorneys from practic- 
ing before the commish for two 
years after retiring from Federal 
service. In place of the existing 
provision, the association suggested 
the commish force all radio lawyers 
to subscribe to its own ethical stand- 
ards which discourage employment 
on any case with which the prac- 
titioner was concerned while in gov- 
ernment service. 

Change in methods of preventing 
favoritism was advocated by the ex- 
ecutive committee of the legal group 
after much discussion, livened by 
outside charges that a few law firms 
have an inside track in practicing 





before the F.C. C. Some weeks ago | 
the association directorate declined | 
to urge abolition of the commish rule 
until a satisfactory alternative had 


been formulated. | 
Doesn't Work Well 


In voicing views on the F. C. Cc. i 
regulation, the executive board in a 
formal resolution said the existing | 
rule ‘is unjust under certain cir- | 
cumstances and ineffective under 
other circumstances and is therefore 
inequitable and unsatisfactory in its | 
operations. Group suggested more 
practical method would be enforce- 
ment of the association code wit 
the commish punishing violators by 
disbarment, suspension or censure 
after investigation by the associa- 
tion. 

Code of ethics not only contains a 
specific substitute for the commish 
regulation but represents a sweep- 


ing attempt to eliminate criticisrn of | 


the legal fraternity and wipe out 
possible future charges of political 
influence, personal favoritism and 
improper conduct. Several articles 
in the policy statement are in tacit 





recognition of complaints which 


> 


U. P. Enters Program-Building Biz: 
Seeks to Avoid ‘Time’ Comparisons 





Deference 


Jack Pearl, the Dutch comic, 
and Sam Lyons, the talent 
agent, sat together at the Hip- 
podrome fights. Friend nearby 
laughed and asked Pearl which 
of the two has the better dia- 
lect. 

Pearl pointed to Lyons with- 
out hesitancy. 











Forbes Morgan’s Death 
Defers, Probably Ends, 
Booze Air Advertising 


Embryo plans the liquor industry 
had been making for an air spread 
along institutional lines have been 
indefinitely postponed. Recent death 
of Forbes Morgan, shortly after he 
was spotted as czar of distillers at 
$50,000 annually still has the industry 
stalling over naming of a successor, 
and until one is set radio projects 
won't be forthcoming. 

Another deterrent is fact a good 
many of the distillers are getting 
frigid feet on the idea of assailing 
the public through the air in a large 
scale way. Fear is based on the cer- 
tainty the prohibitionists will howl 
if the liquor lads inveigle the net- 
works to give ’em time. 


PACKARD HOLDS TIME; 
ASTAIRE SUB INDEF. 


Packard hasn’t decided on the 
makeup of the program which will 
replace the one now running, with 
Fred Astaire and Charlie Butter- 
worth, on NBC Tuesday nights. Lat- 
ter show vanishes June 1. 

Shell Oil had put an option on the 
Packard spot with NBC some time 
ago, but this became void last week 
when the agency on the auto ac- 
count, Young & Rubicam, gave the 
network a 13-week renewal order. 











Hollywood, May 4. 
Fred Astaire is reported to have 
turned down a 39-week renewal with 
Packard for radio commercials next 
season. 
Too tough to make pictures and 
broadcast simultaneously, 


Hedda Hops ’Em Up 





Hollywood, May 4. 


Hedda Hopper starts a film gossip 
series for Maro-Oil over NBC Coast 
and mountain red network tomor- 
row (Wed). Femme listeners will be 
asked to mail in their mugs for judg- 
ing and possible screen test. Ten 
will be picked for lensing here over 
the 26-week stretch. 

Studio casting directors act as 
judges and submit to interviews on 
the quarter hour show. 


M’ Williams Passes Honer 


Norfolk, Va., May 4, 
Jim MacWilliams, NBC performer, 
sidestepped the delivery of the open- 
ing sermon at Norfolk Presbytery in 
Newport News late April. 





on religion, but he called upon a 
Norfolk minister to do it for him. 

MacWilliams is a ruling elder in 
the Presbyterian church at Virginia 
Beach, in which resort he lives be- 
tween N. Y. broadcasts. 





have been fired by members of Con- 
gress, commissioners and outsiders. 
Probably most important precept 
is a long paragraph deploring at- 
tempts to exert ‘undue influence’ 
upon members of the F.C.C. This 
rule declared ‘marked attention and 


unusual hospitality on the part of a | 


lawyer to a Commissioner or any 
representative of the Commission’ 
should be avoided. 


As retir- | 
ing moderator of the body MacWil- | 
liams was entitled to air his views | 


+ 

After weeks of experimenting, the 
United Press will wax a news 
dramatization idea at the CBS 


studios this Saturday (8) with the 
intention of offering it as a half- 
hour program to_ sponsors. Ed 
Byron will do the producing, while 
Harry Salter will double on the or- 
chestrations and baton. For the U.P. 
} it will be a debut in the program 
producing and selling business. U.P. 
had previously confined itself to sell- 
ing news to radio stations and back- 
ground material to 
and dramatic shows. 

U.P. seeks to avoid having its idea 
in any way compared to the ‘March 
of Time.’ The news service claims 
that the program that it has de- 
veloped will work along entirely dif- 
ferent lines and will project the first 
complete news story in a program, 
making use of reporters, commenta- 
tors, remote pickups and other kin- 
dred effects. 


CRUMIT TEST CASE 


commentators 


Trial of Frank Crumit’s injunction 
action against WHN, New York, was 
postponed Monday (3) in the N. Y. 
state supreme court to the fall term 
with the consent of all the parties 
concerned. Trial might be avoided 
altogether if the litigants can get the 
court to determine the basic issues 
of law in the case through a series 
of motions through the summer 
months. 

National Association of Recording 
Artists brought the original suit 
against WHN in Crumit’s behalf, 
asking that the station be restrained 
from using the singer’s phonograph 
records unless it obtains his permis- 
sion. Decca Records later intervened 
in the action, holding that the right 
to restrain was Decca’s and that if 
there was any broadcasting fee to be 
claimed for Crumit’s records Decca 
should be invested with the right to 
license and collect. 








Nice Word for Everyone 





Buffalo, May 4. 
BBC Music Hall, a variety show 
on WGR, dished out plenty of free 
publicity Friday night (30). Words 
were edged in anent the Joint Chari- 
ties and Community Fund campaign, 
the Will Rogers Memorial drive, 
Child Health day, National Musie 
Week and there was even a Corona- 
tion Salute to neighboring Canada. 
Events were not merely men- 
tioned, but to each was devoted a 
dramatic interlude, brief talk or 
special music. 


WHK-WGAR Switch Date 


WHK and WGAR, Cleveland, 
| switch network alliances Sept. 26. 
| Date was agreed to between NBC 
|} and Columbia yesterday (Tuesday). 
| WHK goes on the blue (WJZ) link 
|} and the other outlet leaves that set- 
| up to replace WHK in the CBS basic 


network. 


McJunkin Holds Acct. 


Chicago, May 4. 

Persistent rumors that Chicago 
Motor Coach account had _ been 
grabbed by Selviair, new ad agency, 
seem ended. On Friday (30) Mce- 
Junkin, that has handled account 
from beginning, signed for time on 
WBBM. 

Deal set is for six five-minute and 
one 15 per week, the five-minute 
spots to program the ‘Voice of Care- 
lessness,’ and the longer period a 
safety dramatization. 





| 
| 


Lou Holtz With Bernie 
Lou Holtz guests on American Can 
| (Ben Bernie) program over NBC- 
| blue May 18. 
Herman Bernie booked, 





















i 














at 

































where onl 

















HELD OVER! NEW YORK * SAN é CO = 


NEW ORLEANS * SPRINGFIELD * WORCESTER *' WOR 
UTICA * ROCHESTER * NEW HAVEN x* BRIDGEPOF HAR 


HELD OVER EVERYWHERE!...THERE’S NEVER BEEN SUC A 


Zz 






Wednesday, May 5, 1937 ‘aa y A RIETY e | 


ee eee | 


























ni} six pictures in six years rated three-week runs! 





SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL 







presents 


Janet Fredric 


i 

il 

bi 

n i 

* tit 
i 





with | 
J, ADOLPHE MENJOU+MAY ROBSON { 





2 Mee =O ANDY DEVINE* LIONEL STANDER 
é | Produced by 


_. DAVID O. SELZNICK 


i a The First Modern Picture in TECHNICOLOR 















: Direcféd by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN © Releosed thru United Artists 
*' WORTH * COLUMBUS %* NASHVILLE * PROVIDENCE 


OR HARTFORD x LONG BEACH, CAL. x SANTA BARBARA 


AN CO *& LOS ANGELES * PHILADELPHIA * PITTSBURGH 
C A HOLDOVER SENSATION IN ALL PICTURE HISTORY! 


q 
} 
* 
t 
| 1 





A ng elt HER aye 








4--yithin individual companies. 


¢ 


34 VARIETY 


RADIO 





Wednesday, May 5, 1937 





= 





Tission Spreads in Radio With 
5-Day Week Likely Many Places; 


Actors Equity Takes No Stand 


| confessed 


Radio’s own employees, announcers, 
directors and assistants, engineers, 
and in some instances office staffs, 
look set to achieve a five-day week 
of 40 hours. This is a result of the 
various managements’ action to fore- 
stall unionization that became hot in 
last fortnight. 

It is also evident that most of the 
unions or guilds are bobbing up 
While 
whispers have mentioned C.I.O. little 
concrete of that nature is reported. 


American Radio Telegraphers is sole | 


outside union with membership 
throughout the country although not 
in the majority of communities as 
yet. 

Actors Equity Assn. continues to 
do nothing. Actors are not active 
in the union talks or agitation at the 
present time. Those announcers who 


also rate as actors, or ‘artists,’ are 
omitted from the guilds, etc. 
One of the larger and better 


known indie stations in N. Y. puts 
its announcers under such iron-clad 
terms, the mikemen haven't a chance 
to scoop up any shekels for at least 
five years. 

Broadcaster gives contracts to but 
a few of its ~announcers—those 
deemed to have favorable chances of 
getting somewhere. If contracted, an 
announcer gets $35 weekly, and 
terms of pact call for station to 
handle him wherever he goes during 
half-decade from date of Signing. 
Station takes, according to the con- 
tract, 25% of his salary when it 
touches $75 working away from the 
station and 50% if announcer ever 
makes $250 a week. 

And, incidentally, contracts are so 
drawn up that station may fire an 
announcer at any time for ‘sufficient 
reason.’ 

WOR New York board of direct- 
ors, at a meeting Friday (30), de- 
cided on the adoption of a 40-hour 
week for entire personnel of station. 
New working skeds will become ef- 
festive as soon as the necessary staff 
additions can be trained. 

Station has also signed an agree- 
ment with the Assn. of Technical 
Employes, which runs till March, ’38. 
A clause in the agreement called for 
a 48-hour week, but the station vol- 
untarily reduced this to a 40-hour 
stretch with its new general policy 
decision. 

For the last couple of years the 
WOR office staff has been on a 40- 
hour sked. 

Stations WNEW and WMCA, N. Y., 
last week promised technicians fur- 
ther considerations in working hours. 
Looks like 40-hour week. 

Arde Bulova’s WNEW has set Aug. 
Tas the time for inaugurating the 
regular working schedules. Men 
were offered a $3.50 increase in lieu 
of the time soothing, but preferred 
the latter. Technicians at Donald 
Flamm’s WMCA have also been in- 
formed that a similar plan will be 
offered them within a_ fortnight. 
Neither station has its own house 
organization of employees as yet. 

Technicians at WMCA were once 
affiliated with the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
an AFL affiliate, but dropped that 
organization several years ago when 
a strike flopped. 

WHN New York announcers and 
production men are building a union 
unit and will approach the Loew- 
owned broadcaster ana utilize their 
collective bargaining right. 

Will ask for briefer blurbing and 
program-plotting hours, and _ for 
upped pay. 





Chicago, May 4. 
On Friday (30), Columbia here is- 
sued an order cutting producers, an- 
nouncers and sound men to a 40- 


hour, five-day week. Move will 
mean the addition of two an- 
nouncers, with no additions being 


made either to production or sound 
effect staff. 
NBC previously took similar steps. 





Portland, Ore., May 4. 

American Radio Telegrapher's As- 
sociation claims that +i has station 
technicians, producers and announc- 
ers in the Pacific Northwest pretty 
well organized, but so far it hasn't 
made any representations to broad- 
casters. There’s been no outward 
moye on the part of station manage- 
ment to counteract the union’s or- 
ganizing activities. 

Harry Gross, local attorney, is han- 


dling the legal phases of the unioni- 
zation of radio in this city. Similar 
radio unions, he says, have been 
formed in Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane 
and other northwest towns. 





Los Angeles, May 4. 
Associated Columbia Broadcast 
| Technicirns, received word from 
|New York that the 40-hour week 
will go into effect 100% at eight 
| CBS-owner stations beginning Sept. 
11 


Question of wage adjustments will 
be discussed at a meeting in New 
York May 10 between the men and 
|company executives. Harry Spears, 
|chief technician at KNX and vice- 
president of the local chapter of 
ACBT, will attend the New York 
session as delegate from here. 

ACBT includes in its membership 
|the technical staffs of eight stations 
}owned by Columbia.. Other. officers 
| of the local chapter are Paul O'Hara, 
|president, and Alden C. Packard, 
secretary-treasurer. 


WEBS’ SELF-CONSCIOUS 
PUBLICITY POUNDAGE 


Chicago, May 4. 

Both NBC and Columbia press de- 
partments here have sent question- 
naires to the various radio editors 
around the midwest to check on 
their p. a. services. Are asking 
whether the service is satisfactory 
and what the radio editors want in 
the way of press data from the webs. 

Both Al Williamson of NBC and 
Hal Burnett of Columbia. are 
especially interested in the use of 
pictures by the newspapers. 

In his letter to the radio editors 
Burnett led off by referring to 
VariEty’s story of having received 
14 pounds of publicity material from 
agencies, networks, stations and free- 
lance press agents in one week. 


Utility Drops Symphony 
Sponsored for 10 Years 














Chicago, May 4. 

Commonwealth Edison on WMAQ 
(NBC), with Edison Symphony or- 
chestra for past 10 years, has 
dropped the show, to switch to day- 
time spot on WBBM. 

New set-up will be a three-a-week, 
with Kaye Brinker, monologist, and 
Milton Charles, organist. 





Kansas City, May 4. 

George E. Halley off for a swing 
through the east to offer ‘Phenome- 
non’ to public utilities. Has a dozen 
or so auditions lined up for the 
Arthur Church platter series. He'll 
be gone a month. 

‘Phenomenon,’ originally written 
by Ted Malone was sponsored by 
K. C. Power & Light several years 
ago on. Church’s station, KMBC. 
Scripts for present series are by 
Barbara Winthrop who is under con- 
tract to Church. 


‘Sports Editor’ Title 


Chicago, May 4. 

WBBM has created new office of 
sports editor for James Cruissen- 
berry. He’s former sports editor of 
N. Y. Daily News. 

Will supervise all sport commen- 
taries, reviews and any copy which 
in any way is based on all phases of 
athletic or sporting events. 











' Lohr Beefsteaking 


Indianapolis, May 4. 

Lenox Lohr, NBC prexy, will be 
‘one of the guests of honor at the 
Indiana Governor's annual day’s 
outing and beefsteak dinner of Ulen 
Country Club at Lebanon (Ind.), on 
Thursday (6). 

Eugene Pulliam, owner of WIRE, 
NBC-red outlet here, is chairman of 
the affair. 





WDAS Contracts for U. P. 
 - Philadelphia, May 4. 
WDAS, 250-watter, will receive 
full day and night report of United 
Press, beginning next Monday (10). 
Will be used sustaining at first. 














Station Praises Kids for 
Generosity, Then Learns 
Youngsters Stole Money 





Albuquerque, N. Mex., May 4. 
A 13-year-young lad and his nine- 
year-young sister were given police 
questioning here last week after they 
stealing $8, with which 


| they bought candy and ice cream to 


treat 800 other kids at 
Saturday a.m. juve show. 

Local resident reported that $19 
had been thefted from his home, but 
when two youngsters were rounded 
up, they said they took less than half 
that amount day before the broad- 
cast. 

On the air KGGM went hook, line 
and sinker for a concocted yarn in 
which the two youngsters claimed 
they had raced errands, scrubbed 
babies and scoured dishes for the 
mazuma with which to treat their 
fellow members of station’s ‘Big 
Brother Club.’ After learning the 
truth, KGGM’s face is now crimson, 
because the two guilty kids were 
highly lauded over the air for their 
‘generosity.’ 


SHEER WEARINESS IN 
‘THE BROOKLYN MESS’ 


Washington, May 4. 

Political jockeying by backers of 
three principal candidates for the 
1400 ke spot at stake in the compli- 
cated ‘Brooklyn cases’ has _ fol- 
lowed the conclusion of recent pro- 
longed rehearing of more than a 
dozen individual applications from a 
half-dozen candidates. 

While decision is not in sight for 
some time, hot inside fight appeared 
inevitable with indications Federal 
Communications Commission is split 
into several factions and solution is 
complicated by injection of political 
considerations which may have a 
bearing on what. happens in Con- 
gress. Controversy remains in the 
free-for-all stage, although the is- 
sues are narrowing as a result of in- 
formal discussion by members 


KGGM’s 








Commish. Meanwhile cases have 
wearied everyone. 
Elimination of the Brooklyn 


Eagle from the scramble appeared 
inevitable last week, although the 
rag still is in the picture. Due partly 
to growing antagonism toward 
press-owned transmitters, the paper 
is believed to have only the slim- 
mest chance of winning five-year 
fight for a Brooklyn outlet. Even 
some Commissioners who favored 
the Eagle last year are on the other 
side of the fence currently, princi- 
pally due to feeling the sheet did 
not present a very good case at the 
March hearings. 

Principal contenders at this stage 
seem to be the Brooklyn Broadcast- 
ing Co. (WBBC) and the Kings 
Broadcasting Co., a subsidiary of the 
Jewish paper The Day, which wants 
to consolidate WARD and WLTH. 
Still in the ring but looking like 
eventual losers are WVFW, which 
wants full time, and WEVD, which 
is seeking a shift from 1300 to full 
time on the 1400 ribbon. 





College Band Sponsored 


Des Moines, May 4. 

Iowa Soap’ Co. is now sponsoring 
the Coe College band, remote from 
the college in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
for two half-hour programs weekly 
over WMT and KRNT. 

Account placed through Weston- 
Barnette agency of Waterloo, Iowa. 





REBER’S JAVA JOB 


Hollywood, May 4. 

John Reber, radio exec of J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, is here to supervise 
setup of new Chase & Sanborn pro- 
gram. 

He is being assisted by three 
writers and most of the local pro- 
duction staff. 





Russell Gohring’s Coach 
Toledo, May 4. 

_ Russell Gohring, WSPD program 
director, will spend summer vacation 
in Easton, Md., where he will study 
voice under the private tutoring of 
John Charles Thomas. Gohring met 
Thomas through Mario Chamlee, Met. 
Opera tenor. 

Gohring sang juve lead in a road 
company of the ‘Desert Song,’ in 
1929. 





Dema Harshbarger and Jack Votion 
of NBC artists bureau in Hollywood 
back from N. Y. confabs. Charlie 





Smith goes east this week. 


of | 





== 


HERE AND THERE 


Bob King has left WATL, Atlanta, 
to take an announcing job with 
WLBC, Muncie, Ind. 





ute broadcast, with programs to air 
at 5 p. m. daily excepting Sunday 
when they go on at 10:30 a. m. Sup- 
plant ‘Town Tatler’ and ‘Street In- 


Billy Rose, tenor and ‘good cheer’ | terviews’ broadcasts formerly aired 
spieler, moves from WGY, Schenec- | by Michaels. 





tady, to WSAY, Rochester, with a/ 
15-minute morning program for 
Daw’s Drug Stores. 

KVOD, Denver, has new ‘Sports 


Review,’ six nights weekly, with Gil | 


Hodges. 





W. B. La Bonte has left commer- 
cial chieftain spot at KGEZ, Kalis- 
pell, Mont. to devote self fully to 
newly elected post of secretary of 
the Kalispell Chamber of Commerce. 
Position vacated will not be filled. 





Carol Deane, organist, and mike- 
man Joe Dana are additions to KOY, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 





Jane Froman guests 
American Can show next Tuesday 
(11). For his guest shot over Kate 
Smith’s show Thursday (13) of next 
week, Edward G. Robinson will do 
scene from ‘Five Star Final.’ Both 


on 


Bernie’s | 





| Henrietta Brown setting May 6 as 
| date to marry Cliff Whitner so she 
'can have a Kentucky Derby honey- 


| moon. 





| Frank Rand, CBS-Chicago public- 
| ity head, to N. Y. for general CBS 
press meet. 





Tom Shirley doing all Harlow 
Wilcox’s free lance Chicago and net 
shows while Wilcox is on his six 
wee2ks’ vacaion. 





Frank Parker’s new summer shack 
at Rowayton beach, Norwalk, 
Conn., makes him a neighbor of F. 
| Chase ‘Stoopnagle’ Taylor and Don 
Wilson. 





Doc Schneider’s Texans of WTIC, 
Hartford, on May 15 start tent-show- 





deals set by Sam Weisbord, of the | 


William Morris office. 





Joe Beck, formerly with NBC in 
Chicago, now conducting Beck 
School for Radio, contacting schools 
and radio stations within a 200-mile 
radius of St. Paul. 





Lowenberg Moore’s orchestra is on | 


July 1, replacing Lew Gogerty’s or- 
ganization as studio orchestra for 
WBIG, Greensboro, N. C. Gogerty 
has a summer spot at Carolina 
Beach, Wilmington, N. C. 





Esquire mag program faded off 
WOR last night (Tuesday). 





Jean Sargent 
Artists’ Bureau. 


signed by WOR 





Minnie Dupree, vet legit trouper 
now on the radio wing of the WPA, 
auditioned by NBC this week. 





Elizabeth Love, Orson Welles and 
Morgan Farley, all Broadway legit 
players, in ‘Stories of the Bible,’ sus- 
tainer series over CBS Sunday after- 
noons. 





Bob Murphy to NBC as assistant 
continuity editor of Midwestern di- 
vision. 





Jane Kay, WJJD, Chicago, war- 
bler, joining Joe Saunders orchestra 
at Blackhawk, for Mutual airing. 

Robert B. Evans, formerly of 
WJW, Akron, now on the an- 
nouncer’s staff at WSPD, Toledo. 








Tom Rishworth, KSTP, St. Paul, 
educational director, addressed an- 
nual meeting of the Institute for 
Education by Radio in Columbus, O. 





Wayne Babcock, former KSTP, St. 
Paul, engineer and operator, now on 
staff of Hector R. Skifter, consulting 
radio engineer. 





KSTP’s second annual yearbook, 
its standard market data for 1937, is 
now off the presses and in the mails. 





Stanley R. Bateman, sales man- 
ager of WKRC, Cincinnati, since 
1931, resigned to join Burkhardt 
Bros., local toggery, as a merchan- 
dising exec. 





Mary Merickel West, of WSPD, 
Toledo, author of new book, ‘Nor- 
malizing,’ being promoted by the sta- 
tion. 





New manager and program direc- 
tor at KGFW, Kearney, Nebr., is 
Clark Standiford. 





H. Elliott Stuckel, exploitation di- 
rector for CBS, New York, confined 
to his home by fever, 





Parks Johnson and Wallace But- 
terworth are looking for a man who 
has never criticized a woman auto 
driver for NBC Vox Pop program. 





Felipe de Flores, mc on Yumuri 
Cuban music broadcasts, WMCA, N. 
Y., came to Manhattan radio from 
XEB and XEFO, Mexico City. 





Leslie Atiass is chairman of Chi- 
cago Jubilee Horse Show committee. 





Zeke Manners’ Hill Billies set for 
seven days a week on WNEW, N. Y., 
with Michaels Credit Dept. store 
sponsoring. Each will be a 30-min- 


|ing through New England, returning 


to base for broadcasts. 





Jimmie Lunceford band, at Con- 
necticut State college prom, Storrs, 
Friday (7) will be short-waved by 
campus station and_ rebroadcast 
from WTIC, Hartford. 





Jim Durfee, on WBNS, Columbus, 
four times a week as sports com- 
mentator for Sir Walter Raleigh to- 
bacco and Avalon cigarets. 





Thomas Lane, former high school 
editor of N. Y. Herald Tribune, on 
Monday (3) joined WOR press de- 
partment. Formerly handled H-T’s 
Saturday morning radio shows over 
Mutual home station. 





Walter Leskiewicz, director of 
Polish Varieties program at WJBK, 
Detroit, off for Europe and corona- 
tion, accompanied by wife. 





Doris Dixon, songstress, replaces 
Trudy Little on ‘Four-Star Frolic’ 
(MBS), which originates at CKLW, 
Detroit. Latter -to Toronto with 
husband. 





W. E. Macfarlane, Mutual prez and 
gen. mgr. of the Chicago, was re- 
elected to the board of the American 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association. 





Allen Clark has been named WKY, 
Oklahoma City, musical direction, 
with Hal Scher made his assistant 
on production. Other news appoint- 
ments at the station are Daryl Mc- 
Allister, program director, and Perry 
Ward, chief announcer. 





H. K. Boyce, CBS vice-president in 
charge of sales, setting some Chi- 
cago deals. 





Louis Wasmer, Spokane broad- 
caster, in Seattle on biz last week. 





Northwestern High. School Music 
Institute of the University of Wash- 
ington goes over KRSC, Seattle, the 
only station north of Los Angeles on 
the air 24 hours daily. 





Jean Wylie, formerly with KMO, 
Tacoma, with KOMO-KJR, Seattle. 
Marilyn Boles into publicity-news 
department of same stations. 





Billy Reuter, new operator for 
KIRO, Seattle. Now emcees tw0- 
hour show every night, midnight to 
two. Formerly with KIY, Yakima. 





Hadol GeBauer new announcer on 
KOMO-KIR, Seattle. Been on staff 
of KMED, Medford, Ore., and KORE, 
Eugene, Ore. 





John Held, Jr., and Paul Dumont. 
of NBC, in Seattle for week getting 
ready for University of Washington 
campus show. Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Miller of the unit also on hand. 
Plenty of newspaper publicity. 





Staff additions at KUJ, Walla 
Walla, last week were: Roderick 
Klise, Richard Crombie, Floyd Fitz- 
patrick, announcers; Esther Ingle- 
hart, receptionist. Harry Long, pro- 
gram director at station, resigned. 





Cecil Lyneh, former mikeman at 
KGMB, Honolulu, now at KDON, 
Monterey, Calif. 





Herman Bing, film actor, did 4" 
interview over KROY when vis''- 
ing Sacramento, Calif. 





Walter Biddick holding off hi 
eastern swing of agencies until aft: 








the Chicag> convention. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Consideration for legislation designed to discour 
foreign commodities was demanded in Congress last week. 
} 


In effort to end stalling on his bill, Rep. Joseph W. Martin, Jr.. assistant 
Republican leader of the house, petitioned the Interstate and Foreigr 


age air Dallvhoo for 


Commerce Committee to grant him a hearing on measure which we : 
impose heavy penalties on persons who failed t ndicate clearly the 
source of commodities advertised in this country. 

Legislation, which has been in the committee pigeon-hole nee late 


February, is another ‘Buy American’ proposition. Inder-its terms. adver- 
tisers of any imported article would have to state definitely the country 
where the commodity was made or originated. In radio advertising an- 
nouncement would be required both before and after each program period 
featuring foreign-made goods. Conspicuous statement would be required 
in printed propaganda. 

Giving secretary of commerce authority to make rules for enforcement 
the bill proposes a fine of $5,000 and imprisonment for one year for 
violators. 


WGAR. Cleveland, cutting off of Dr. Robert B. Whvte's aired peech a 
second after minister said ‘hell’ in an anecdote caused plenty of ruction 
until station manager, John Patt, apologized in next day’s newspapers by 
saying it was not a reprimand 

Pastor was addressing a PTA’s banquet, telling audience in advance he 
would use a pulpit word to illustrate a humorous story. ‘I think that's 
he'l of a way to run a bank,’ he was saying when cut off the air. 

Lot of kicks phoned in until station explained minister had over-run 
allotted time, that shut-off was necessary for a commercial program sched- 
uled for 8:30 p.m. It was a truthful explanation but coincidence left ma- 
jority of listeners convinced that not even a pastor can say ‘hell’ on ail 
and get away with it. 


Star of legit and films, guesting gratis on CBS's recent ‘Fall of the City’ 
broadcast, bawled out the Grand Sachem of a high-ranking hour because 
of latter’s loud talking during rehearsals just preceding the program. 

Impresario, burning at the idea of getting told off by a mere actor, 
waited until the program was on, then knocked over a music rack just 
behind the actor, causing latter to blow his lines. When the actor found 
out what had caused the racket the amateur chief had scrammed, 


Promotion dept. of Cosmopolitan mag phoned WMCA, N. Y., last week, 
asked for the p.a. and to him explained that a member of the station's 
staff, Larry Nixon, had a piece called ‘Vagabond Voyaging’ primed for 
publication in June issue, asking if WMCA would work up a little ballyhoo 
in behalf of such ‘success’ achieved by one of the staff. 

As yet WMCA has done nothing. It seems that unbeknownst to Cos- 
mop, Nixon is the station’s p.a. 


+ 
+ en 
| 


thio CANCEL 
TRANGAME RK 


John L. Clark Org Takes) 
Steps to Develop Cover- | 


age in California—War- 
ners’ KFWB, Hollywood, 
and KROW, Oakland, as 
First Links 


COAST STATUS 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. has taken steps to 
develop its own hookup in California. 
Under a deal closed last week 
Transamerican will become the sell- 
ing agent for-time-on a hookup be- 
tween Warner Bros.-owned KFWB 
Los Angeles, and WROW, Oakland. 
Two stations will also feed each 
other sustaining programs but ac- 
tual installation of the wire will be 
deferred until enough business has 
been obtained to cover the essential 
cost. 

Tentative arrangement between 
the Don Lee Network and Trans- 
american whereby the former had 
assented to accept business if and 
when available from Transamerican 
is off. Louis Allen Weiss, the Don 
Lee gen. mgr., has advised John L. 
Clark, Transamerican prez, that the 
Lee setup would not go through with 
any such proposition. 

Clark returned last Thursday (29) 
from a 10-day tour devoted to talk- 
ing to national advertisers about 


(Continued on page 63) 
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As One Publisher Looks at Radio 


Johnstown, Colorado Breeze a weekly, mn 1 Ap 1} 29 | ie e¢ 
torialized in ircastic vein about radio and newspape! It probably 
nicely sul ip the way many p iblishers feel about radi Editor 
follow 

BUT IT CAN’T BE DONE! 

You can’t put a radio broadcast in your pocket and read it at 
lé re y ( tor ] é t j ¢ the phone and go back ‘ 
he radio without m ! omething Yo can't skim the news in 4ix 
minutes with vour toast and coffee n the mornings and get an ide; 
what is going on around the world. Of course, your newspaper ha: 


limitations also. You can’t put a song and dance and some bum jokes 
in your newspaper and get paid for them at high rates. You can't 
print jokes and let your audience hear you laughing at them your- 
self. You can't get your clients to accept as your circulation every 
person in the community that can read. Also (and this is a deep one) 
you are not smart enough to get your chief competitor to advertise 
your medium for nothing 














WIRE-WOWO LINKED 


Drackett Live Talent Show Ist Re 
gional of Kind in State 


SPONSORED GUEST STAR 
SHOW ON OPEN SKED 


Indianapolis, May 4 


’ WIRE Indianapoli Mav 4 
Commercial linking of iE 
acia i al 4 4 ‘ ra ‘oO 
here, and WOWO, Ft. Wayne, start- Acacia Mutual Life Insurance Ce 
started new 15-minute erie once 


ed Sunday (2). Half hour bankrolled 
by Drackett Chemical Co. (beauty 
preparations), through Ralph Jone: 
agency of Cincinnati. This is firs‘ 


weekly, over WIRE, with Al Bever- 
idge, Jr., bringing up different name 
guests for informal interview. First 
was Eddie Rickenbacker, 


time any regional commercial hook- , 
Unusual angle of new quarter- 


up on a regular schedule has evél! 
aie attempted for Indiana stations; hour is that no time is set weekly 
for airing, stint being scheduled for 
whatever 15 minutes the names can 
arrange to make their mike appear- 
ance, Just another means of making 
traffic managers grey-haired, but 
OK for showmanship, since Bever- 
idge can shoot in unexpected names 


previous webs of Hoosier outlets be- 
ing confined to politics or one and 
two-day sporting events, such as 
Hoosier High School basketball state 
tourney. 

Show is titled ‘Polly Pretends,’ 
and is combo variety, script, and 
musical. Talent is Maury Cross and 
orchestra; Jean Brown, accordion- 
ist, formerly airing for Marott Shoe William M. Shutt, new program 
Store over WFBM, Indianapolis, and | director at KRKO, Everett, Wash. 
at Columbia Club here with Harmo-| replacing A. F. Becker, who has 
dears and Amos Otstot’s band; and | gone with KROY, Sacramento, 
vocalist Mary Berghoff Calif. 


on short notice. 











Be Thrifty... Buy 


more listeners per 
dollar than any other 
Philadelphia station” 


50,000 WATTS 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 


*Authority: Most complete and most authentic survey ever made in Philadelphia. Copies available on request, 
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e 
Agencies—Sponsors [Father Vs. Dauahter 
| It’s father vs. daughter for 
laughs and listeners around the 
Lucky Strikes starts daily five-; from 8:15 to 8:30 a.m. Mondays | New York City area on Satur- 
minute news series over WBRY,| through Saturdays. day nights. 


Waterbury, Conn., today (5). Deals 
exclusively with Yale University, 


with staff members Yale news han-| sports ed of Bridgeport 


dling. 
Calox is sponsoring Jimmy Scrib- 
‘Johnson Family’ 


ners one-man 

show, daily except Saturdays and 
Sundays, at 6 to 6:15 pm., over 
WLW. J. Ralph Corbett agency, 


Cincinnati. 


Roi Tan cigars, presenting ‘Happy 
Times’ show Mondays and Fridays, 
9:45,to 10 p.m. Music by Phil Davis 
ork. Wells Ginn as narrator, vocal- 
ists and dramatic talent, for reminis- 


cent flashbacks, all from Crosley | 
staff. Gumbinner agency, N.Y.C.| 
WLW. 


Alfred F. Coeke, former professor 
in department of horticulture at 
Penn State College, 
by Advance Insulation Co. for series 
of weekly talks on gardens and gar- 
dening over .WWSW, Pittsburgh. 
Fifteen-minute spot, which hits the 
waves every Friday night at 6:15, 
will cover landscape hints, planting, 
insect and disease control, discus- 
sions about principal garden flowers, 
advice on pruning and care of the 
lawn. Station placed the account 
jirect. 








Goodman Motor Co., of Des Moines, 
is now sponsoring Benedict Hard- 
man’s daily ‘Final Edition,’ a new 
program on KSO. 





Cownie Fur & Tanning Co., of Des 
Moines, is 
Musical Furrier program on WHO 





| port. 


has been taken |- 


sponsoring a 15-minute | 








Now Located In 


NEW 


Studios and Offices 
22nd Floor Fidelity Bldg. 


FORMAL OPENING 
MAY 15 


it Is Now 


KXBY 


in Kansas City, Mo. 








Vet comic Tom Howard is on 
Bond Clothes buying Bob Wilson, the ‘Saturday Party’ program 
Herald. in over WEAF. His young daugh- 
daily five-minuter on WICC, Bridge- ter Ruth is now appearing on 
the ‘Merchants and Melody’ 
show on WMCA, as a comedi- 
enne. Programs are aired con- 
currently. 


Borden's footing New England re- 
current events dramatiza- 
tions, with Andy Jacobson batoning 


18-piece concert combo, 7:30-8 p.m.,| ting 30 100-word announcements on 
Tuesdays, from WNAC, Boston, to! kFRC. San Francisco, April 26 to 


gional 











| special net including WTIC, Hart-| June 4. 


ford; WEAN, Providence; WICC, 
Bridgeport, and WSCH, Portland. 


Lewis-Howe Co. of St. Louis 


' vee : (Tums), through H. W. Kastor & 
P Acme is et — ; e [hesnge Ce. Sons, Chicago, has renewed its 
signed Freda Swirsky, pianist, to |quarter-hour live talent shows. 


weekly act on WELI, New Haven. | ‘Songs of Armand Girard.’ over KPO. 


'San Francisco, May 7 to 
Also signed for 30 additional 
announcements on KGO, San Fran- 
| cisco, May 3 to June 11. 


Frederick & Nelson, Seattle de- 
| partment store, has placed three 
| daily programs on KOL, 


Mona Marlowe, grapho-psycholo- 


Procte 


gist formerly with WGR KFI, test camp oo he er: As grey he 

me Taw ; es ampaign for Crisco via daily 
WTAM, and WEAF, signed for 13- S ) 
week ohm for R. G | ‘Dun C gars spots in Jewish on WBNX, N. Y 
pacer WJBK Peteait rad weceais Comption the agency. Set through 


Roesler & Howard. 


Hixson-O’Donnell agency of Los ‘Famous Jury Trials’ (Mennen) 
Angeles has taken over the Richfield | fades off Mutual with the May 10 
Oil account from H. C. Bernsten.| broadcast. Slated for fall return. 
Outfit sponsors Richfield Reporter| = = 2=2=™™™ 
along the west coast. 


weekly for 15 minutes each. 





Tracy-Locke-Dawson agency, Dal- 
| an las, will revive an old program of 
Temperance outfit, which publishes | WFAA for a special Texas and Dixie 
| ‘National Voice,’ is sending out) hook-up of about 30 stations on be- 
| Platters to 80 stations throughout the | half of Dr. Pepper’s beverage. Has 
| country in a drive for booze repeal. | arranged for Eddie Dunn to leave 
| Recordings, Inc., in Los Angeles iS| position of advertising manager of 
| ‘saben - sag” Patoptag carries tag of | a milling firm to return to radio and 
| re sa | resume the role he played when 
program was known as ‘Sandman 


| Magee 2g Cubs ball team increasing | Soldiers’ Another 





‘ a" re ¢ f > 

radio advertising schedule by | i 2 fries aeuate a we 
|}adding nightly 60-word announce- | ye dae os : S athy wow pty 
one wan, tien kai. eee oo 


station, on days before home games. stuff. 
Neisser-Meyerhoff handles the ac- | 


| count. German Shows in Cincy 


General Food Corp. spotting flock | 
|of spots on western stations for | 
| ‘Certo.’ Benton & Bowles are placing. | 








Cincinnati, May 4. 

Initial series of foreign tongue 
Fontana Food Products Co., San | programs for Cincy is under way at 
Francisco (macaroni, noodles) bank- | WCPO, calling for twice-weekly 30- 
rolling daily newscasts on KJBS.| minute night airings of German folk 
Agency is Brewer-Weeks Co, | songs. Inaugurated with a couple of 
| cannes | platter stanzas, sandwiched with ex- 

Owl Drug Co. San Francisco,|planatory chatter by German and 
through D’Evelyn & Wadsworth, is} English announcers. 


calling its Pacific Coast employees Inviting German 


singers and in- 











together for a sales meeting via 
radio Wednesday (5), airing pep | on future shots. 


June 11. 
spot | 


strumentalists to audition for spots | 


talks and music over the basic coast 
NBC-Red web (KPO, KHQ, KOMO, 
KGW, KFI) at 7:15 a.m., PST. 








Suan Prove 


ROCHESTER 
PREFERS 











A. G. Spalding is not considering 
putting on a half-hour web show 
with George Raft commentating. 





Gragnano Products Co., through 
Emil Brisacher, San _ Francisco, 
signed for twice-weekly five-minute 
live talent broadcasts, ‘Betty Butler,’ 
on KFRC, San Francisco. Contract is 
for one year. 





Lambert Pharmacal Co., through 
Lambert & Feasley, New York, spot- 

















THEY’LL BE COMIN’ 
"ROUND THE MOUNTAIN 


... with $15,000,000! J 


@ From the Middle and Southwest this 
summer they'll be coming . . . 400,000 
of your best customers to enjoy cool va- 
cations in the Pikes Peak region. Keep 
them customers of yours by keeping in 
touch with them on KVOR. 


i ' é iW 
4, 7 / y fi A 


Full 


Y 


Time 


1000 Watts 


COLORADO SPRINGS 


Under Affiliated- Management with WKY, 


KLZ 


REPRESENTATIVE - E. 


and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 





Staff Changes at KMOX 


St. Louis, May. 4. 
Harry W. Flannery gets title of 
KMOX news editor. Other changes 


tra, director of press relations, to 
Program Dept. in charge of Public 
Affairs. 


His place will be filled by Louis 


of Phillips Petroleum Co., Bartles- 
ville, Okla., starting May 15. 

Violet Evers, former secy. to Guy 
|Golterman, director of St. 
|Grand Opera Company took over 
| publicity duties May 3. 





Blue Shows les Telede 


Toledo, May 4. 
| WSPD is preparing for its impend- 


date include: Louis Armstrong’s or- 
| chestra revue, Pepper Young’s Fam- 
ily, Vic and Sade, Richard Himber’s 
Champions, G. M. Concert, Lowell 


ody Clock and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 





Baughman Upped at WCKY 
Cincinnati, May 4. 


vanced on WCKY staff to assistant 
to Lee Goldsmith, studio manager. 
Ken Williams, newcomer in 
has been assigned to the 
newscasts. 

Frank Zwygart, recent addition, is 
| sports spieler. kor the summer. 
| Mondays through Fridays, he flashes 
baseball scores, race results and dope 
on other events at intervals between 
3 and 5:30 p.m. 


station’s 








CBS’ Femme Foursome 

‘Four Stars,’ femme harmonizers 

; composed of Julia and Beverly Free- 

land, Beatrice Wain and Helen Jack- 
son, have been squiggled by Colum- 
bia Artists. 

Quartet has been orioling for past 
| three weeks over CBS on series of 
| twice weekly sustaining quarter- 
| hours, 


| 
| 


at KMOX are upping of Jerry Hoeks- | 


Nelson, former promotional director | 


Louis | 


| threatening to place special taxes on 
| radio broadcasting, but 
| ficial in 
| proposed a 


ing switch from CBS to NBC. Blue | 
loop shows definitely scheduled to | 


Thomas, National Barn Dance, Mel- | 
Franklin D. | 





| HARVESTER CO. AIR-MINDED 


} 





| Farm Stations Getting Attention Via 
| Aubrey, Moore & Wallace 
| 


Chicago, May 4. 
For the first time International 
Harvester is ogling the ether possi- 
bilities, and is considering hitting the 
farm stations shortly with a series 


| 
} 
| of announcements. Some Harvester 
| 


'dealers on their own have’ used 
radio. 
If and when, they’ll be placed 


through the local Aubrey, Moore & 
Wallace agency. 


TRAINED UP FROM KID 
AGE, TRIO NOW ON WXY 


Detroit, May 4. 
New girls vocal trio, grads of Jim 
Jewell’s ‘Junior Matinee’ 
| which forms link in station’s build- 
up of its own talent from ground up, 





are now with Benny Kyte’s band on | 
over 


twice-weekly musical 
WXYZ. 

rio composed of Madeline Gilley, 
Peggy Fulwiler and Emma Carroll. 


| Sponsors Analyze 


prog 








(Continued from page 29) 


as any other hour of the day, looks 


pretty ridiculous in the face of pres- 
ent day information. In the same 
way we have reason to believe that 
the rates by stations are based on 
haphazard information. Not only 
does there seem to be no relation- 
ship between the prices of stations 
so far as actual audience is 
cerned, but there also seems to be 
no relationship insofar as potential 
audience is concerned. 
Chain Break Evil 


(5) I conside. station break an- 


| nouncements to be one of the most, 


important problems facing us. I re- 
fer to those 30 word announcements 


used by stations at the time when} 


they are supposed to give only their 
call letters. When we advertisers 
buy one-quarter hour over the air, 
theoretically we buy a full 15 min- 


utes but practically get only about} 


14% minutes. Other 30 seconds for 
| which we pay our money are used 
by the stations in most cases to sell 


the wares of other advertisers. | 
There have been instances when | 
| these announcements were spon-| 


sored by competitors of the com- 
pany which sponsored the preced-| 
ing program. I further believe that | 
something could have been done by | 
advertisers to correct this problem | 
two or three years ago, but I doubt | 
very much if we can do anything | 
about it now. In the first place the | 
income resulting from this type of 
sponsorship amounts to as much as 
40% of some stations’ income. It! 
has therefore reached the point 
where the station could with some| 
justice say that it will not give up| 
this source of income unless the| 
rates for the regular programs are | 
increased. 

(6) I think we can look forward | 
to several kinds of new taxes on ra-| 
dio. Not only are some. states 


a high of- 
the Government recently 
tax on radio stations 
which in many cases would be much 
greater than the net profits of the 
Stations. For example, the proposed 
tax would cost one particular sta- 
tion $1,500,000 per year. 


(7) The subject of high power 
stations is very important and has 
peculiar possibilities. From what 


we know of the coverage of the one 
500,000-watt station in this country, 
we might say that the country could 


| be completely covered by some 10! 
| to 12 of these stations. However, if 


radio, 


| 
Elmer Baughman, announcer, ad- | we do 


| tions, 


have a dozen such sta- | 
will the advertiser when he| 
buys a certain hour from a chain 
be required to take not only these | 
high power stations but all of the | 


| littie stations which are allied with | 


the chain? If we are forced also to 
buy these little stations then we can 
not afford to pay the price de- 
manded by the high power stations 
because we would be doing nothing 
less than buying duplication of cov- 
erage. 


Runyon Lines Up Six 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Jack Runyon has signed six film 
players for inserts from here on 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade. 
They are William Gargan, Clau- 
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Cleveland Expo 
Sets Radio for 


Second Summer 








program | 


con- | 


y 


Cleveland, May 4 

Stubby Gordon of WTAM has 
| musical assignment for Billy Rose 
| for ‘Aquacade’ at Great Lakes Ex- 
position’s reopening May 29. Gordon 
| is picking 16 musicians who will 
double in dance music plus the 
| Rose’s water extravaganza, co-star- 
ring Johnny Weissmuller and Elea- 
|nor Holm. Orchestra to have its 
| bandstand inside the theatre-restau- 
|rant which has a 5,000 seating ca- 
| pacity. 

Local band is to 
series of guest name bandmasters, 
| starting with Abe Lyman, Wayne 
King and Shep Fields. 

Myron Roman returned from New 
York to 


sition’s 


rotate with a 


become director of Expo 
tadioland, and is trying to 
line up Major Bowes’ amateurs fo1 


one of its first broadcasts. Guy 
Lombardo is set for first week in 
September. 


Fishermen’s Program 
Seattle, May 4. 
Vessel Own- 


Washington Fishing 


|ers’ Association has opened season 
with special Halibut fishing news 


nightly over KOL. Every night at 11 
the fishermen in the Sound and 
Alaskan waters receive the day’s 
news of the catch and the prices, to- 
gether with weather and other in- 
| formation valuable to the men. 








Little 


come 


Boy Blue, 


horn— 


blow your 
|| A greater station has been born! 
We tell you advertising men 


Of Station WIJTN. 
* 


With five-fold power increase now, 
This station is a buy—and how! 
We've hitched up with NBC's Blue 


Which means more listeners for you. 
7 
These folks in New York State and 


Penn 
Are busier than one-armed men 
Who hang the paper on the wall 
While troubled with the hives and all. 


This station—it’s been proved by test— 
Will tap this earning power best. 
So we advise you once again 


Buy time on WJTN! 


. 
P.S.—Completely new, from trans- 
mitter to stadios, is Station 
WAITN, Jamestown, N. Y. New 
tive-fold power, too! Accent 
on local showmanship. NBC 


Biue Network affiliation to in- 
sure best of national entertain- 
ment. 


P.P.S.—The thriving city of James- 
town, the rich oil flelds of 
Northern Pennsylvania, and 
the diversified industry of 
the historic Chautauqua re- 
xion represent a half-million 
busy -as-bees buyers with 
plenty of money to spend. 


Tap This Rich Market with 


WIJTN 


JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 














| dette Colbert, Leslie Howard, Ann 


| Sothern, Leo Carrillo and Gene Ray- | 


| mond. 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
| EDWARD. PETRY & CO. 
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More Quarter Hours, Across the Board 


. y 


>| 


On NBC Today Than Ever Before’ 1) po CATTIAIIAY 


Huge increase in daytime serial 
programs at NBC has accounted this 


season for almost double the number 


of 15-minute programs that there | 


Although more full-hour riods 

were last year. Outstanding user of | were heme in the 1937 lpr ence Saturday Mornings, 
the quarter-hour package has been | analysis, the percentage of full hours Making that ‘C’ Time 
Procter & Gamble, with that account! in relation to the total amount of . . 
extending this policy into the night | time sold was less than it was dur- Ultimately Important ad 
time runoffs. NBC now has more|ing the average April, °36, week. Advertising 
across-the-board 15-minute custom- | Similar drop prevailed for the half- 
ers than it has ever had, while the hour commercial contingent. The ea 
trend of full-hour and half-hour | percentage of commercial time de- | 
buyer has been nothing as marked. voted to halfhour programs in April, | NO CHURCH 

NBC during an average week in |’37, was 27%, while the April, °36, - . 
April had 161 commercial programs, | week figured 32%. The marked 2 a 
or 40% more than there were for an | pickup this year was in the number | General establishment of the five- 


average week in the like month of 


| hours a week, NBC during that par- | 
ticular week sold 45% of this time 
| for network commercial purposes. 

Full Hours Ratio Down 


See Friday Night Bigger for 
Theatres, but Home Audi- 





of sponsored quarter-hour periods | day week in industry and business 


1936. As for program hours, the | as well as the percentage of the total | is expected to cause a marked change 
same average week accounted for | time these segments involved. |in the weekend listening habits as 
10814 hours, or 44% more than the | Following is a comparative break- | far as Saturday morning is con- 
total commercial hours which pre- | down of program segments and pro- |cerned. Impression in spot broad- 


vailed for an average week in April, 
36. With the blue (WJZ) and red 


casting circles is that the fore part 
of Saturday will develop into the 


gram hours for the average week 
in April of this year and of last 


ONY WORK WEEK 


8 


FFECTS AIR 


A 


‘Advertising Agency Stalks Clients 
By Dramatizing Itself on the Radio 


| sie alia 


6,000 Miles for 2 Mins 
Of Commercial Blurb 











May 4. 
John L. de Brueys ad agency 

bought 45 minutes on KPRC and, ay 

a commercial appeal to prospective 


Houston, 


clients, plugged itself by demon- 
Rosaline Greene. commercial cack- | Strating how agency plots, primes 
| ler on Mrs. F. D. R.’s period for Pons and presents programs. It was the 


first time in the southwest an 
agency ever used the air to adver- 
tise self, and likely the first time in 
the country such a firm undertook, 
on bought time, to demonstrate how 


on NBC-blue, flew to Seattle, where 
the First Lady was visiting daughter, 
Mrs. John Boettiger, for last Wed.’s 
broadcast. 





Does only two minutes on the ‘ ' t) f 
whips together a progran a 
quarter-hour, but nevertheless Mi , I Somes & Program ir & 
. client. 
Greene flew out and back from List t f 
: ; ,isteners were given a picture o 
Washington, D. C., for the chore. i & : } 
the procedure from first hint from 
a sponsor that he wanted an air 


; show to the final polished rehearsal 
| just before the ozone debut. 


DON BECKER EAST 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Carrying with him a half 
transcriptions for eastern agency 
inspection, Don Becker of Trans- 
american trained for New York last 
| Sunday (2). 


dozen 


GOODMAN OFF WKRC 


| Florida Vacation Came Before CBS 














| 
(WEAF) links jointly on the air 238 | April: | most valuable morning in the week | ait caine eiah tee tae Ghintinn ta" Ceremonies Recently 
Length of ———April, 193% ' April, 1936 | For acvertisers since it will have the | turn out several wax jobs. rage 
Pregram Times —Programs Prog.hrs. -—Programs-—\ —Prog.hrs. loudspeaker attention of both women | Cincinnati. Mav 4. 
(minutes) “a wee 1s ba ince” van 12 ‘ Total “9 % Total | and men in the household. Saturday | Timothy S. Goodman, manager of 
4 : ‘ d : we are 3? | a m. now holds a C rating on the | likely major exception to the new | WKRC since November, 1934, re- 
pa neice aletciaae Se os ee proc Bins ume buyer's chart. theory of listener habits. linquishes the post May 15. Will be 
Total 60-min programs. 18 11.2 18.00 16.6 13 11.6 14.00 18.1 As_ the seers in the business | One faction of forecasters figures | succeeded by John McCormick, who iy 
45 1 2 1.2 1.50 1.4 2 1.7 1.50 1.9 | describe the outlook, the men will | that the spread of the five-day week | has been assistant manager of the Hi 
30 1 57 35.4 2850 263 48 42.9 24.00 31.1 | Spend Saturday mornings lounging | will have a marked effect on Friday | Station for the same period. Mc- i 
30 2 1 6 1.00 9 1 9 1.00 1.3 | around the house and to help keep | night listening. With the paying-off | Cormick was program manager of ' 
bere: “earn on, pile. weed <epne __. ~—«-_____| themselves diverted they will make | falling commonly on Friday the} WINS, New York, before coming i 
Total 30-min. programs. 58 36.0 29.50 27.2 49 43.8 25.00 32.4/ heavy use of their radios. Quest for | family man will get in the habit of | here. 
15 1 a ie 8.75 8.1 15 13.4 3.75 4.9 | diversion, such as baseball game at- | taking his wife to a show that night | A socialite and industrialist, Good- j 
15 2 8 5.0 4.00 3.7 7 6.3 3.50 45 tendance and other sports, will be | instead of letting it go to Saturday. | man is giving up his only radio stint ' 
15 3 6 3.7 4.50 4.1 6 5.4 4.50 5.8 | left to the afternoon. Unlike Sunday | This change in payday and leisure | to devote more time to private in- ihe 
15 4 1 6 1.00 9 es 7 i _| mornings there won't be the church- | may also prove to develop a general | terests and travel. He lolled in Flor- Hi 
15 5 33 205 41.25 38.0 20 178 25.00 32.4 | going angle. The big night out is ex- | shift in buying habits, with the | ida during recent CBS ceremonies i 
Total 15-min. programs. 83 51.6 59.50 54.8 48 429 36.75 47.6| pected to remain Saturday’s, so that | stores in the nabes and small towns | in Cincy. i 
—_- — —_-  -—_——_—- -———- — —— -—— | the need of extended shuteye among | staying open Friday nights instead| Ruth Lyons moves up as program i 
oe | re 161 100.0 108.50 100.0 112 100.0 77.25 100.0 that elemen} shouldn’t count as a‘ of Saturday evenings. | director of the station. : 
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WLW S leadership in program production and : 


origination has long been firmly established. 








An interesting side light on this phase of WLW’s 
Operation is the current wide expansion in person- 


nel throughout W LW’s entire program department. 
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PALLADIUM VARIETY REVIEW 

With Jack Hylton Orchestra, Flanna- 
gan and Allen, George Black 

30 Minutes 

Transoceanic 

Friday, 2 p.m. DST 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
One more attempt by NBC special 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 

With Joel McCrea, Walter Pidgeon, 
Gloria Holden, Cecil B. deMille, 
Louis Silver Orchestra 

‘Hands Across the Table’ 

60 Mins. 


| LUX 


Monday, 9 p. m. DST. 


events department to cash in on in- | WABC-CBS 


terest in the approaching Corona- | 
tion. Half-hour novelty program 
reaching American dialers in mid- 
afternoon last Friday (30) originated 
on stage of London’s most celebrated 
music hall, the Palladium, during 


the early evening show. Despite 
what appeared to be atmospheric 
difficult vhich continua 
blurred recept yn ho ( Y ) 
i! atisfactory fashio 

Latt half, co t 
Jack Hylt 
da ipat ( l i} 
punch. Orchesiratior are disti 
tive and n y varied, p ‘ularly 
‘Gooe Night, My Love.’ with choi 


afPangement for one chorus. Also 
strong comedy via harp plunking in 
‘Organ Grinder’s Swing. Okay un- 
billed gal torcher on this one. Hyl- 


ton said he’s coming to U. S. again 
soon. 

Front end of show brought Flanna- 
gan and Allen, slapstick comedy 
pair. Had Palladium audience in 
almost unbroken guffaws, but much 
of the humor seemed to be fo1 the 
eye and didn’t skip the Atlantic 
Extrem« ly thick accent and rapid 
speaking made much of the dialog 
unintelligible. Lads obviously had 
audience out front in_ stitches, 
though. 


George Black, Palladium manager, 


spoke briefly to send greeting to im- | pared to some of the m. c.’s 


posing list of American names who 
have played house. Show 
with organ bit, piped from WEAF 


studio by George Crooks, Elgar's 
‘Pomp and Circumstance.’ Okay for 


atmosphere. Hobe. 








Another feather in our cap! 


lowa Net Feeds 
Midwest’s Greatest 
Sporting Event, 
1937 Drake Relays, 
to: 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
Mutual Broadcasting System 
Central States Broadcasting Co. 
KMA, Shenandoah 

WOl, Ames 


It’s typical of the spectacular 
showmanship and expert pro- 
gramming that keeps our listen- 
ers loyal and our advertisers 
happy. 


IN |OWA— 


IT’S THE 
IOWA NETWORK 


KSO — WMT — KRNT 


Radio Stations of the Des 
Moines Register and 
Tribune 


Representatives: E. KATZ 





(J. Walter Thompson) 
Romantie light comedy, recently 
filmed by Par with Carole Lombard 
and Fred MacMurray in the leads, 
was used Monday night (3) by Lux. 
Yarn nicely suited to air adaptation. 





Scripting ‘enerally touched up 
tol highlight though the deter- 
mined whimsy acceptable on the 

1 a slightly sugary flavo1 

1 the kilo le Sly humor in the 
p and nice h t throb eler t 
) roll Also germ of il 
I th idea of two pennilk 
yo ters aetl 


their own emotions. 


As the gal in the case, Claudette 
Colbert taking no loss of standing 
by the stint. Performance was well 
rounded, carrying variety and con- 
viction. Miss Colbert brings strong 
personality to radio and her voice 


has suggestion of subtle gaiety. 

Joel McCrea was fair in the neces- 
a ut not so attractive role of the 
male lead Suffered by comparison 


1 


with the job turned in by Waltez 
Pid Latter has unusually fine 
voice and radio personality. Almost 
too strong for minor part. Tended 


to throw sympathy the wrong way. 


| Gloria Holden also walloped over a 


| supporting role in nice fashion. Com- 


on com- 


peting Hollywood shots, Cecil de 


opened |} Mille’s turn is virtually a classic. 


As in numerous dramatic ether 
stanzas, show was notable for its 
| ‘sound defects.’ Hobe. 





FISHFACE and FIGBOTTOM 
Nut Comics 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WIJZ-Blue, New York 


nagle and Budd, Sherman and Pratt 
and this NBC long-time sustaining 
twosome are representative of the nut 
type. All suffer from the uneven- 
ness of their material; all rise on oc- 
casion to genuine comedy. 

Fishface and Figbottom play the 


is ‘senator.’ 


They garble English, tangle their 


as for example an interview with 
out to have a Bronx accent. 

It’s alternately funny and perplex- 
ing. Both performers have a real 
flair for nut stuff. What they lack 
is discipline. Too much waste effort 
and wordage. Vaudeville clocked its 


spaces. Fishface and Figbottom can 
get the laughs, but they need to 


regulate ’em. 

They have been heard in snatches 
heretofore, but never reviewed in 
toto by Variety, an odd oversight 
| after 80-odd sustaining weeks. 


|man_ Cloutier’s 
breaks them up. 

With comedians always scarce, its 
criminal not to make the necessary 
compromises and adjustments be- 
tween what they’re doing and what 
commercials are buying. For the 
Fishface-Figbottom partnership has 
'a lot to start with. Comic manner, 
light and shade, the twist that de- 


music (excellent) 








lights. Land. 











UNM 


ib SJ 


COLORADO 


on visitors will spend $100,000,000 





er. d they'll 
about 


10 OY Ae t) 


| talent 


| hour. 


Radio nonsense teams have not 
done too well. Possibly because, in 
| the main, they set themselves the 
toughest job in entertainment—the 
double-talk of cheerful lunacy. Its} 
,}a Strain that nearly changes the 
| make-believe into the fact. Stoop- 


fool in academic cap and gown. First | 
His partner ‘professor.’ | 


thoughts, toy with whimsical notions, | 


the Indian on the nickel who turns | 


laughs and worried about the open | 


Paul | 
Stewart gets them on and off, Nor-| 


EDGAR BERGEN 
With Claude Rains, Johnny Burke, | 
Russ Brown, Sybil Jason, Alice | 

Marble, Graham McNamee, 

60 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Edgar Bergen made good and plus 
as m.c. in the absence of London- 
bound Rudy Vallee. But the guest 
and- the material assigned 





thereto was of the weak-to-wobbly 
classification. So the entertainment 


results of the hour program were 
sub-normal. 

Svenska voice-thrower has the 
ure touch of the vaudeville-pol- 
ished entertainer. Hi poise en 
counters no difficulty pushing be- 
yond the limits of cross-fire with a 
dummy to the wider field of 
mastering a program and inter, 
ng guests, etc. He was a lot better ; 
than the company he was keeping 


last Thursday (29) 
Brands’ auspices. 
Johnny Burke. 


under Standard 


working with Russ 


Brown, vet straight. kept stepping 
on the gas, but there wasn’t, any 
ozone in the tires. Material never 
got away from the curb. Paiter was 
silly enough for a household hints 
program at 9:15 a.m. instead of the 
top variety ssion of the fast-stev- 


} 


ping Thursday night air parade. Had 
to do with a gent trying to buy an 
iron sinker in a fashionable men’s 
sporting establishment. It de- 
scended spirally to a gag about trees 
and dogs (advertising agencies seem 
determined to get into trouble with 
physical function jokes). 

Sybil Jason, kid actress from films, 
did a recitation and a song. Neither 
particularly appropriate to a night 
And perhaps speaking 
umes for the present dearth of guest 


nq 
ZooGs 


stars as regards the show that prac- 
tically started the craze. Alice 
Marble, tennis piayer, and _ her 


trainer exchanged some idle conver- 
sation with Bergen which was made 


showmanly and passable by the 
comedy by-play with the dummy. 
Charlie McCarthy. Professional 


pick-up dates for honor-copping ath- 
letes are nothing new and Miss 
Marble is prominent at the moment. 
Not expected to do much more than 
say ‘hello, mom, I owe it all to spin- 
ach,’ the man or woman of the hour 


has been traditional in music halls 
for generations and in radio for 
years. 


With a thanks-so-much athlete, an 
| egg-laying comedy routine, a_ kid 
| actress doing a deucer and Claude 
Rains in a bit of literary flub-dub, 
the program was a chain of weak 
j links that Bergen and the music 
an aristocratic chess-player, out- 
witted an assassin that came to mur- 
der him and instead he killed the 
killer. A jolly idea to start with. 
Neither. of protagonists had sympa- 
thetic appeal as a character and in 
the playing the aristocrat’s cold in- 
| tellectual conceit emerged as 
| only emotional el>ment of the piece. 
Dubious entertainment at the best 
and made Rains sound like a Cape 
Cod scenerv-chewer in mid-July. 

Land. 


ALTON HALL BLACKINGTON 
‘Yankee Yarns’ 
15 Mins.—Regional 
HOWARD JOHNSON ICE CREAM 
WNAC, Boston 

(Louis Glaser) 
| Alton H. Blackington, a former 
newspaper cameraman and current- 
| ly a lecturer on the club circuit, has 
|a flock of stories and a neat gift of 
gab that sells ’em. Idea of this show 


is to tell stories about a place or 
personality which can be reached 
by automobile over the week-end. 


The Howard Johnson outfit prepares 
summaries of the yarns, illustrated 
with the spieler’s photos, in pam- 
phlet form, available at all roadside 
stands of the company. On the face 
of it, the tieup is a smart one. 

Three years ago Blackington did a 
series of yarns for a paint and var- 
nish company; therefore, he has set 
himself a good standard of compari- 
son for listeners who caught some 
|of the early series. The zoo yarn 
| for the opening spiel compared un- 
| favorably with most of his stuff 
| three years ago. 
ithe tale teller’s 
down to just 
He airs 
| Fri.) and 
| good taste. 
' 





tempo is 
about the 
twice . weekly 
commercial 


right 

(Wed. 
plugs are in 
Fox. 


gait. 


WALT LOCHMAN 
Sports Review 
15 Mins.—Locai 
PAXTON-FISHER 
Daily, 5:45 p.m. 
| KXBY, Kansas City 
(McCann-Erickson) 
Walt Lochman, one of 
busiest broadcasters, is doing a nice 
job for Paxton-Fisher Tobacco Co. 
(20 Grand Cigarettes) on this quarter 
hour gabfest. Besides highlighting 
| day’s events in sports, Lochman in- 
terviews some local sport figure. He 
goes in heavy for the old-timers. 
His extensive knowledge of sports 
field makes for easy and entertain- 
ing listening. 
by-play of all KC Blue games. 
Commercials are exceptionally 
short, Lochman ad-libbing 'em when 
he can. Hoyt. 





could not quite hold together. Rains, | 


On the other hand, | 
slowed | 


vol- |} 


the | 





and | 





town’s | 


Spieler also airs piay- | 


} 


| GRACIE FIELDS" 


Songs, Comedy 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(F. Wallis Armstrong) 

Headliner of English music halls, 
pix and radio, made her American 
ether debut Friday (30) night on 
Campbell’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ over 
CBS. Made brief vaude appearance 
several years ago in New York, but 
no clicko at that time and scrammed 
back to London. Now under con- 
tract to 20th-Fox and this kilocycle 
shot was by way of introduction to 
U. S. and as preliminary buildup for 
American pix. 

Comedienne sang 
contrasting style 
comic ‘I Never 
All Me Life,’ 


two numbers of 

First was broadly 
Cried So 
done in Lancashire dia- 
lect, with phony cracked voice. Sec- 
ond was ‘Let Me Sing My First Love 
Song,’ romantic musical comedy 
tune on which Miss Fields turned 
Grace Moore brand of tonsiling. 

No doubt of Miss Fields’ talent for 
comedy in Lancashire medium. 
Question, however, is whether her 
style of comedy shouldn’t first have 
been introduced via the screen, and 
then the air. 

All of which raises the question, 
no matter how hilarious Gracie 
Fields may be in a London 
hall, over the air she sounds 
Polly Moran with a voice. 


like 


As for Miss Fields’ lyric soprano 
efforts, as displayed in ‘Let Me Sing 
My First Love Song,’ comedienne is 
manifestly no pilima Voice is in- 
clined to be thin 

Nor was her debut made any 


easier by ultra-super-colossal build- 
up Louella Parsons gave her by way 


of introduction. All sorts of glow- 
ing statements anent the Fields in- 
come being tops in show business 





Much in} 


music | 


and the Fields talent being just too, | 


too, marvelous raised an impossible 


barrier for her to hurdle. 


British import couldn’t equal her 
billing was foregone conclusion. 
Hobe. 





Follow Up Comment 


Buddy Hassett’s batting average 
thus far this season for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers may not be very impressive, 
but his average was 1,000 when 
guesting on the Babe Ruth (Sin- 
clair, CBS) period last Wed. (28). 

Guy has the rep around the ball 
yards of being a cocky, swaggering 
first-sacker. He certainly betrayed 
no mike-fright or blushing modesty 
on the air, strutting pretty fancily 
when intro’d by the ol’ Bambino. 





That the | 


PAT BARNES 

‘Just Between Us’ 

Songs, Poetry, Organ 

15 Mins. 

RABIN COSMETICS 

Sunday, 11:15 p.m. 

WOR, Newark 
(Hays-McFarland) 

Barnes, who has had an elevaiv; 
ether career, appears nicely situated 
on this new Mutual web spread ema- 
nating from N. Y. His admixture 
of songs and homey philosophie 
and oft amusing—verse strike a cord 
that will prove welcome to many a 
dial twirler on late Sunday evenin 





when the folks need some uplift t» 
face the week’s work. 
Not per se a good sins ' , 
slick verse-vender, Barnes n 
less nips off a good rating—and 
answer is his personality H ) 
spirits—happily noi brash ) 
contagious to l:siten 
Con ‘cial in | 
The backgroun , organ 
»btrusive. 3 
WMCA MATINEE 
With Lee Granit’s Orch., Don Kerr, 
Bob Carter, Kinz Lear, Hetcn 
Young, Jerry Saker, Lorr . 
Barnett, Powell Clark, Kay al 


Buddy Arnold ard Garneit Mar‘:s. 
Three Hours—Local 
GENERAL MILLS 
Daily, 2:50 p. m. 
WMCA, New York 

(Blackett-S rmple-Humme 

A break-neck spr tha 
ton speed for three 
sumphin’ always doin’. 
as one of those long-winded 
that can be tuned in and out with 
no continuity missed. For its type, 
it’s good. 

Orch consists of 14, and plays as a 
group, svdlits up into a rhumba crew 
when several of the lads lay hands 
to gourds and maracas, or break up 


hours with 
It’s designed 


SnNOWS 


into a swingy hot combo of bass 
| fiddle, clarinet, guitar, trumpet, 
trombone. That makes for nice va- 


| stock quotations and 


Came through excellently, but what | 


really proved the circus-catch of his 
appearance was his downright socko 
Irish tenoring of ‘Pennies From 
Heaven.’ 

Years ago Al Mamaux (also from 
Bklyn.) used to vaude tour in win- 
ter, 


singing on his baseball rep. 
[The comparison is that Mamaux 


used to get scratch hits through the 
infield with his warbling, 
Incidentally, it becomes increas- 
ingly noticeable that the radio no 
longer talks down to listeners when 
dealing with sports. It took the air 
some years to learn that the average 
ball fan was as conversant with the 
sport as a sports’ scribe, and couldn't 
be addressed as children. Babe Ruth 
now talks man-to-man. It has im- 
proved his air cause immensely, 


Stoopnagle and Budd continue to 
retain their mystery drama on their 


dessert Sunday afternoon  broad- 
casts, but they have mended their 
ways. Seemingly the idea of the 


mellers was to have them funny, a 
thought heretofore overlooked. But 
now the sketches are carefully pat- 
terned to collect the laughs. More 


| space has been allotted to one femme 


character, a bit of smart showman- 
ship because the girl has a nice 
sense of air clowning. From the 
added filler on the program the who- 
dunit skit now is close to being out- 
standing. 


‘It’s a Racket’ series, tied in 
(Continued on page 40) 


with 


riety for the listeners, though it isn’t 
easy for the windjammers. They 
don’t get a chance to skip the studio 
for a breather for the three hours. 
And, considering only the vocalists 
rehearse, the straight renditions, the 
three-in-one ore are very good. 

Interspersed are the announcers, 
Kerr doing general intro-ing, Carter 
cackling race results, Lear tipping 
general news 
items, Marks on baseball and Clark 
on Hollywood gossip.. 

It is out of necessity a very in- 
formal program, and actually bene- 
fits from that status in so far as good 


humor vroves contagious over the 
mike. The spur-of-the-moment gag- 
ging isn’t of a very high order, but 
it isn’t trying either. 

Singers shifted in and out are o.k., 
with only Helen, Young. standing 
out. Others are Jerry Baker, Lor- 


raine Barnett and the team of Kay 
and Buddy Arnold. 


Several times during the afternoon 


the whole studio group crowds 
’round the mike which gives vent to 
that ‘Wheaties’ theme song for the 
| sponsor. It’s o.k., that song, for 
kiddie periods, but adults must 
shudder. Bert. 
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Naturally, New York's No. 1 Showmanship 
Station produces some of the biggest star- 
studded shows on the air-waves...Our 
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the world’s greatest talent. 
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YL ZANUCK DALE CARNEGIE 

aoe 15 Mins., Local 

i EMIGRANT INDUSTRIAL SAV- 


GROUP OF BANKS 

-‘jday, 10 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

This series has been using dignified 
pig-biz or authoritative intellectual 
names as sedate guest gabbers. Idea 
fiis in with the symph orchs used to 
grab goodwill for banks backing the 

, how. 
bi 4 ‘choosing a rep from the film 
industry, Zanuck was neat selection. 
In the past three years his record 
and the adroit publicity spread 
around about him have made him a 
definite figure in nation's conscious- 
ness. Brief speech Zanuck made was 
concise and shrewdly selected. 

Sketched rise of films and how 
their advancement through the years 
and universal influence have edu- 
cated, elevated forms of speech and 
standards of life. It was a dignified 
upholding of the industry. 

“Zanuck hasn't lost his Rocky Mts. 
twang. He was much better 
than most of the dust-dry talkers 
this program has been using in that 
he was neither vague nor vacuous. 
Bankers who bankroll might well 
have been listening in to improve 
their form when next addressing the 
Rotary or a directors’ meeting. 

San Francisco Orch filled out the 





| confidence, 
|form or 


INGS BANK 
Friday, 8:30 p.m. DST 
WOR, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 
Author of best-selling ‘How to 


Win Friends and Influence People’ in | 


new series for Emigrant Industrial 
Savings Bank of N. Y. First pro- 
gram originated in Dayton 


future ones slated for WOR. Idea | 
apparently is for Carnegie to plug 
the thought in his talks that  sys- | 


tematic saving is important toward 
achieving success. 
Principal requirement in 


getting 
ahead, according to 


writer, is 

Idea of courage, in one 
another, is basis of all 
advice. Different suc- 

have different helpful 
he says, but all have con- 
It’s the universal] 


self- 


Carnegie’s 
cessful men 
qualities, 
fidence 


success 


| formula. 


| 


rest of the half-hour period, rather | 


ponderously plowing through Ravel's 
‘Tomb of Couperin,’ and doing better 


with the more familiar tone poem, 

‘Sorcerer's Apprentice,’ by Dukas. 

Pierre Monteux beat the baton. 
Bert. 

ALDOUS HUXLEY 

Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Friday, 7:30 p. m. DST 
WEAF, New York. 

As another item in its timely bar- 
rage to tie in with current ipterest 
in British royalty and the coming 
ceremonies in London, NBC last 
Friday (30) night brought Aldous 
Huxley, English novelist. to mike in 
Washington to spiel on ‘The Meaning 
of the Coronation.’ Writer explained 
significance of ceremony, going into 
bit of history and even some theory 
of government. 

On the whole his talk was well- 
informed, though tending toward 
learned dullness. Not much human 
interest. Huxley is obviously a dip- 
lomat and when he might have 
smacked over an attention-grabber 
he skated off into impersonalities. 

Voice is thin and high-pitched. 
Very Englishy accent, but enuncia- 
tion is precise and readily under- 
stood. As might be expected of a 
leading novelist, he dished out some 
descriptive wordage occasionally. 

Hobe. 





| kind. 


Prescription looks 
requirements of a 


okay to meet 
program of this 
Should supply the prope 
touch to influence good resolution. 
particularly along the line of salting 
away part of every pay envelope for 


that great opportunity or for the old | 


rainy day. And if ‘courage’ seems 
slightly inadequate answer to the 
letter-writer who asked how to get 
a job, it’s probably as good as could 
be expected under the circumstances. 
Maybe Carnegie should pick himself 
an easier letter to answer next time. 

Program 


takes form of an inter- 
view, studio announcer playing 
straight man to author’s oracle. 


Carnegie opened his part of first 
show (30) with short thank-you spiel 
to Emigrant Industrial bank for be- 
ing such a fine sponsor. Resembled 
continuation of. the commercial 
which had just preceded it. 

Carnegie’s voice is okay, but he 
stumbled over his lines several times 
on debut stanza. Probably needed 
some of that confidence he refers to. 
Musical themer is ‘Stout-Hearted 
Men,’ bearing out courage formula. 

Hobe. 
‘DON WINSLOW OF THE NAVY’ 
With Bob Guilbert, Pennington 

Harrison, Betty Winkler 
Serial—Local 
Daily, 5:15 p.m. 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Radio version of a cartoon 
carried by 128 daily newspapers. As 
a program it has enough Horatio 
Alger heroism with a realistic pic- 
ture of naval affairs to probably 
make an okay kid show. Script is 
by Frank W. Martinique, also ‘Don 
Winslow’ cartoonist. 

As it stands now, the show affords 
opportunities for product tie-ins, and 
these, with the elements of child 
appeal which the show, as a show, 
has. suggests possibilities. 


but | 


strip | 
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Sports Talks 
15 Mins.—Local 
PENN TOBACCO CO. 
Tu.-Th.-Sa.; 6:45 p.m, 
WGY, Schenectady 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Healey, perhaps the biggest radio 
name in thir central New York scc- 
tion, has returned under the banner 
of the sponsor for whom he did his 
first commercial in 1933. 
largely with the diamond game. 


| 
JIM HEALEY 
| 
| 
} 
| 





brought him to attention on the air 


and which eventually gave him a 
network assignment, is news com- 
ment, intertwined with philosophy 
and poetry. He is not an expert 
on baseball, a fact which he ad- 
mitted during the opening salvo of 
series. 

However, Healey possesses nice 
air voice and smooth mike _ tech- 
nique This, with his local name 


and the information offered, via the 
day’s scores, etc., makes the program 
listenable. Second broadcast was 
25% better than the first, and 
further improvement can be made. 

With his ‘friendly enemy,’ An- 
nouncer Chet Vedder, Healey works 
on the advertising of Kentucky Club 
smoking and cut-plug tobacco. They 
turn in a pretty slick job,, thouth 
£:ven too much copy. Here, Vedder 


seems to have eliminated that 
slightly-superior tone which has 
been his principal fault as an an- 
nounce! Jaco. 


MAIDS AND MISTRESSES 
With Marjorie Ellis McCrady 
15 Minutes—Local 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. 
KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Novelty program in which maids 


wail over their bondage—and mis- 
tresses ha ha or sneer at the woes 
of their workers. It’s a natural. 


Miss McCrady uses no names on 
the stint, and asks besides that let- 
ter writers sign no names to their 
beefs. She reads all squawks, com- 
| ments on them, tries to offer a sane 
and sensible solution. 

Principal squawk of the slavey is 


—and that families generally treat 


‘em with disdain, figuring they’re 
good enough as mop-uppists, but 


Lincoln’s crack about all men being 
equal was just a political catch-line. 
Cinderellas would like to eat at the 
family table, be treated as one of 
| the family. 

| Retort from a Mrs. Moneybags 
| recently scored with the logic that if 
| the gal worked at the office, the boss 
wouldn’t have her home to sit in on 
'dinner with the wife and kiddies. 





Deals | 


| 


| Saturday, 8 p. 


Healey’s forte, the thing which first | 


en = 


| RUBINOFF MUSIC 
With Maria Jeritza, Walter Cassell 


WOR VARIETY SHOW 
With Sid Gary, Bide Dudley, Helene 


Daniels, Willard Amison, Chari- | Songs, Orchestrations 
oteers, Key Men, Embassy Girls, | 50 Mins, 


Nat Brusiloff Orchestra | CHEVROLET i al 
60 Mins | Sunday, 6:30 p.m., EDST 
Sustaining WABC-CBS, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 
WOR, New York Series for the pop-price motor car 
Informality is the keynote of this ;!S Now originating trom the Coast 
weekly Saturday night variety show | these weeks while Rubinoff flutters 
from WOR. Strong radio fare for |in front of a camera fcr 20th-lox. 
© 5 . 7 J “or ‘ rove stye int-lace ) 
that time of night, particularly con- - apo nit apie ad yore oes ney 
sidering it probably operates on mod- | COMMercial copy, continues | em. 
:t b. r. Principal opposition is Ed and intensifiies the dignifiec aura 
Sonate how se NBC blue 7 program has always tried to wreath 
ss r over | , 


m., DST 


iself 1 “asse aritone, also on 
On show caught (1) Bide Dudley bd car Boop yo four suc- 
guested as m. c. in place of Benay cessive shows: when caught Sunday 
Venuta, who was out of town with (2) soprano Jeritza was the guest. 
legit show, ‘Orchids Preferred.’ Sec- Pair worked the positions vacated 
ond guestee was Eddie Leonard, Jr.., by Jan Peerce and Virginia Rea 
nging ‘Ida,’ song his father plugged | when period plunged west 
years ago Entire session skipped Program fitted neatly in its niche, 
through with casual good humor presence of Jeritza suppl) ing the 
Should click with dialers favoring punch. She was on a bit too early fon 
light fare not requiring rapt atten- | ¢y)) value, but wowed ’em neverthes 
tion less. In better voice than displayed in 
Standouts of the show were ar-| come recent appearances, her pipes 
resting arrangements of combo ‘Dar-| weren't given too strenuous a trial 
denella,’ “Song of India,’ ‘Temptation’ | py’ ‘thé’ medley of contemporary 


and ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon.’ | Viennese airs she orioled. Rubinoff 
Numbers got varied treatment from | fiddled the obbligatos and intricate 
Gary, Amison, Daniels, the three | arrangements, that garnishing up 


vocal groups and the ork. La Daniels 
contributed some warm torching and 
novelty arrangement of ‘There'll Be 


| making bolstered accompaniment for 
the soprano. 
Cassell worked o.k., his best being 


Some Changes Made’ in Mae West /|the sorely repeat-rubbed ‘Old Man 
tyle. Former okay, latter only so-| River.’ The Foursome’ mixed quar- 
so. Gary scored with dramatic war- | tet swung out most strikingly on 
blings and Amison uncorked lyric ‘Swing High, . . 
tyle of tonsiling. Charioteers «Ne-|_ For his bravura solo gut-1 fer 
gro quartet) Key Men (4), and Em- | Rubinoff trotted out Sophisticatec 
|bassy Girls (3) also rang the bell | Lady, for which an gg en 
in separate groups and in combo. |} piano-plinker lent limber, in ustri- 
hag MA ’ ; |ous support. Orch continues full- 
Bide Dudley's m. _c. stint ran to | bodied and blooded—apt for the oc- 
| breezy gagging and puns. Hobe. casionally tenuous fiddling of the 
t mist maestro. 
‘LEND A HAND’ Walter Craig produces for Chevvie. 
With Martin Block Bert. 
| Job Seeker Interviews 
60 Mins.—Local a ahem 
MADISON PERSONAL LOAN ‘OPERATIVE STEELE’ 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. | With Al Reibling’s Players 
WNEW, New York Detective Scrial 
(Klinger) 15 Mins.—Local 
Idea of conducting free employ- Sustaining 
ment service over a radio station| Tu.-Thu,; 5 p.m. 
has spread rapidly among stations | WMBC, Detroit 


|all over U. S. A. This latest entry 
that ‘housework has lost its dignity’ | 


As a thrill purveyor, this 15-min- 
ute detective serial has plenty to 
recommend it. Roles are taken by 


has Martin Block, WNEW ad-libbist, 
doing the interviews of job-seekers. 


Block has plenty of an assignment| station’s dramatic group, under di- 
to hold interest a full hour with] rection of Al Reibling, and topnotch 
more or less routine interviews of| work is turned in by ‘Rod Steele’ 
candidates seeking jobs and _ still] and his female aide, ‘Pat Patterson, 


In the kid show time bracket. prog 
should be a cinch for juves. Stories 
built around Steele, head of a detec- 


hold the ear of casual tuner-inners. 
Last section is topped off with re- 
sponses from employers to the ap- 


plicants heard on the current air| tive agency, who busts up rackets, 
program, with position. offered to| vice _rings, _etc., without smashing 
cooks, hat stylist, steno. printer sales-| any jaws. Production flows swiftly, 


and sound effects are noteworthy. 
Pete. 


man, life insurance policy seller and 
nursemaid. Wear. 




















Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Murray Hill 6-2370 


SOLE AGENTS 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


THE WLW LINE 6(ittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York) 


Answers the Need For a Radio Proving Ground 


Advertisers who wish to test with economy 
can now cover one-third of America’s buying 
power for about ten percent of the cost of 
covering the nation. This is 

‘*The Most Sensible Buy in Broadcasting ’”’ 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING ano TELEVISION CORP. 


HOLLYWOOD 
5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 
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Something Wrong 


— 


Kansas City, May 4. 

Station KXBY moved to new quar- 
ters in Fidelity building May 1. New 
space was extensively remodeled be- | 
fore occupancy. 

When station had moved over a 
check was made of floor space. 108 
square feet were missing. A careful | 











F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


New York: Involved tangle of applications submitted 
by WWRL, Woodside, L. I. and individuals who for- 


bit of Sherlocking revealed a 9x12| merly were partners in WMBQ, Brooklyn—sharing 


office complete with window and} 
light fixtures but sans a door, 





7 FIVE *® 
COMBINATION/ 





BROADCASTING 


Mma FEeaAan fF eh 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 





ANACIN 
: _ 





* 


- Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 

SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 
WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 

Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 





| and to sell 


| by Examiner John F. Bramhall. 
| Cooley, owner of station, to boost wattage from 250 
| all times to 500 nights and 1 kw days, was approved by 
| the examiner, who outlined the isolated conditions ex- 





| 


hours with the Long Island station—was temporarily 
straightened out by Examiner Ralph L. Walker, who 
recommended to the commish an increase in hours for 
WWRL and the ash-canning of all other requests. 
Bust-up between Paul J. Gollhofer, former licensee 
of WMBQ, and his partner, Lillian E. Kiefer, led to 
attempts by both to construct new transmitters using 
the WMBQ assignment. Station, organized as the 
Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp., also requested re- 
newal of its license. WMBQ, according to the Ex- 
aminer’s report, at present is being operated by a re- 
ceiver who was called in after Gollhofer had appealed 
to the courts for the dissolution of the corporation. 


| Gollhofer’s request was prompted after ‘differences — 


arose’ between him and Miss Kiefer, Walker explained. 
Numerous points were found against Gollhofer and 
Miss Kiefer, in Walker’s report. WMBQ, devoting 


| most of its time to foreign language programs which 


were sold through ‘brokers,’ was run by the partners 
for nearly eight years with only Gollhofer’s name,ap- 
pearing on the renewal applications, examiner pointed 
out, constituting a violation of commish rules. Fact 
that five individuals, not employees of the station, 
were permitted to provide almost 50% of the programs 
commercial announcements emphasized 
Walker’s point that the station was not operating in 


| the puble interest. 


Increase in the time used by WWRL, and deletion 
of WMBQ, would be preferable to authorization of a 


| new station to operate on a part-time basis, the ex- 
| aminer said. The Long Island station would use only 


approximately 30% of its time for foreign broadcasts, 
while Gollhofer devoted nearly 66° to programs in 
Lithuanian, German, Polish and Italian. 

North Dakota: Power jump for KPLM, Minot, and 
frequency change from 1240 to 1360 ke was okayed 
Desire of John B. 


isting in the territory and the extreme dependence of 
farm families on their radios. 

Increased power and longer hours would enable 
KPLM to increase its services to the community, 
Bramhall said, and station should be allowed to break 
off with KGCU, Mandan, N. Dak., with which it now 
shares hours. KPLM has been particularly valuable 
in furnishing warnings of blizzards, reassuring farm 
families when children are kept in the schools because 
of deep snows, giving information on crops and mar- 


| kets and providing other useful services, examiner 
declared. 


Oklahema: Transfer of control of KFXR, Oklahoma 
City, from the Exchange Avenue Baptist Church to 
the Plaza Court Broadcasting Co., was recommended 
by Examiner Robert L. Irwin. Operation of the sta- 
tion by B. C. Thomason, under a private leasing ar- 
rangement with the church, presented a ‘close ques- 


| tion’ of violation of the Communications Act, Irwin 
| declared, but participants apparently did not intend 


to transgress from commish rules. Station would con- 
tinue with its present assignment of 1310 ke with 100 


| watts nights, 250 watts days. 


Wisconsin: Application of Walter H. McGenty for 
a daytime station at Rice Lake was approved by Ex- 
aminer John P. Bramhall McGenty, publisher of the 
Stock and Dairy Farmer, showed himself qualified in 
all respects to construct and operate the proposed 
$10,000 transmitter, Bramhall concluded, and operation 
on the requested assignment of 1210 kc with 250 watts 
would not create interference with nearby stations. 


DECISIONS 


Washington, May 4. 
Alabama: Isadore Goldwasser, Anniston, application 
for new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 
watts, days only, denied, commish reversing Examiner 
R. L. Walker. 
California: Ben S. McGlashan, San Diego, application 
for new station to be operated on 550 ke with 250 





every hearing. 





(Continued from page 38) 


are probably enough con games cur- 
rent for some time to come. 


watts days dismissed at request of applicant; KFVD, 
Los Angeles, application to change frequency from 
1000 to 990 kc dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Hawaii: KGMB, Honolulu, granted renewal of li- 
cense on a temporary basis and application for renewal 
set for hearing; KHBC, Honolulu Broadcasting Com- 
pany, Ltd., Hilo, granted renewal of license on a tem- 
porary basis and application for renewal set for hear- 
ing. 

Idaho: KIDO, Boise, granted day power jump from 
2\% to 5 kw. 

Pennsylvania: WGBI, Scranton, granted juice jump 


from 500 watts to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days; Exam- | 


iner Bramhall sustained; WSAN, Allentown, granted 
temporary license renewal, pending hearing on re- 
newal application; WCBA, B. Bryan Musselman, Allen- 
town, granted license renewal on a temporary basis, 
pending hearing on renewal application. 

Texas: Bayou Broadcasting Co., Houston, denied ap- 


plication for new station to be operated days on 1210 | 
ke with 100 watts, commish reversing Examiner R. L. | 


Walker. 


Utah: Provo Broadcast Co., Provo, application for | 
new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts 


denied as in cases of default for failure to file an ap- 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: Floyd A. Parton, San Jose, new station 
to be operated days only on 1150 ke with 250 watts. 


Colorado: Continental Radio Company, Denver, new | 


station to be operated on 630 ke with 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days. 


Georgia: Arthur Lucas, Savannah, new station to | 


be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts. 


Massachusetts: Hampden-Hampshire Corp., Holyoke, | 


new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 1 kw. 

Minnesota: 
from 1200 to 1420 kc, boost day power from 100 watts 
to 250 watts. 


Missevri: KFRU, Columbia, boost power from 500 | 
watts nights, 1 kw days, to 5 kw night and day, install | 


new equipmeni. 

New Yerk: WUTK, Inc., Utica, new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Ohkis: William F. Maag, Jr., Youngstown, new day- 
time station to be operated on 1150 ke with 250 watts; 
WHKC, Associated Broadcast Corp., Columbus, install 
new equipment and vertical radiator, jump power from 
509 watts to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, limited time. 

Texas: E. 
station to be operated on 630 ke with 250 watts. 

Virginia: Havens & Martin, inc., Peters»urg, new 
station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 


250 watts days, specified hours (requests facilities of | 
WMBG, Richmond, when that station changes fre- | 


quency from 1210 to 1350 kc). 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: Sims Broadcasting Co., Globe, new station | 
to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 | 


watts days. 

California: Richard Field Lewis, Oakland, new sta- 
tion to be operated daytimes on 1160 ke with 1 kw. 

Illinois: Jules J. Rubens, Aurora, new daytime sta- 
tion to be operated on 1040 ke with 250 watts. 

Montana: KPFA. Helena, boost power from 100 watts 
to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

New York: Platt & Platt, Inc., Poughkeepsie, new 
station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

North Carolina: Carolinas Radio, Inc., Charlotte, new 
station to be operated on 880 ke with 1 kw. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, jump juice from 
1 to 5 kw; WFBG, Gable Broadcasting Co., Altoona, 
change power fram 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
to 100 watts day and night. 

Texas: KGNC-KFYO, Amarillo, transfer control of 
corporation from the estate of Wilbur C. Hawk and 
Gene A. Howe to Globe-News Publishing Co., Inc., 
498 shares common. 


| 
" v | Present policy will | to the program were Carol Wiman, 
| Follow-Up Comment | also conserve material, though there 


Barry McKinley, Vivien Della 
Chiessa, Everett Davies and Phil 
Porterfield, the last offered as a local 


KATE, Albert Lea, change frequency | 


M. McChristy, Brownwood, new daytime | 


_— 
—————— 


Bogus Peter Grant 


Atlanta, May 4. 
Peter Grant’s name means some- 





‘| thing down this way so when an 


affable stranger made the rounds of 
local broadcasting mills and intro- 
|} duced himself as WLW’s chief an- 
nouncer he was welcomed with open 
arms, dined and feted. 

Everything was lovely until the 
alleged Grant tried to hire some of 
WATL’s help. Maurice Coleman, sta- 
| tion’s manager, smelling a rat, made 
| a wire checkup and found out Pet 
| was on the job in Cincinnati, con 
| firming his suspicions that tl 
| Atlanta visitor was an imposter. 











TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


* LOUIS * 
ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


9 P.M. D.S.T. Every Friday, WJZ 
Blue Network 


/ 

Just Concluded 3 
Successful Weeks at 
| Paramount, New York 

* 
DECCA RECORDS 


MGT. JOE GLASER 
ROCKW ELL-O’ KEEFE 














Radio Writer | 
| . at. soarns 
An agency is in the mar- 
ket for a cracking good 
writer. Must be experi- 
enced in writing both 
scripts and commercials, 
and if he can turn out 
newspaper and magazine 
ads so much the better. | 
Send full details, includ- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





ing salary, to Box 530, 
Variety, New York. 











and His 
Orchestra 
RE-ENGAGED 


2ND YEAR 


OPENING IN MAY 


HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 
























Better Business Bureaus over WOR, 
is now devoting each stanza to only 
single example of some form. of 
swindle. Carries more punch and 
clarity than previously, when listener 
was swamped under whole succes- 


sion and variety of gyp games at 








By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER TEARS no [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 ‘*/:00 ° 





pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST 
@« 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir... COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





Program now opens with general 
warning about rackets in calling-all- 
cars brand of delivery. Then follows 
15 minutes of easily-absorbed dram- 
atization of just how the particular 
bilk is operated. While not as much 


ground is covered as formerly, series | 


should accomplish more education 
anent combating skullduggery than 
it did before. 


NBC helped WOWO and WGL 
Fort Wayne, celebrate the openin; 
of their new studios and their alli- 
ance with the network Saturday 
night (1) with an hour’s broadcas' 
that gravitated between. stoc! 
speeches and musical entertainment 
Westinghouse’s latest acquisition 
contributed some of the entertain- 
ment, but most of it came from New 
York, Pittsburgh and Chicago. 

Indiana’s governor and_ Fort 
Wayne’s mayor told what simple 
folks the Hoosiers are and how they 
appreciated the entry of the two sta- 
tions into radio big time, while there 
were also words of welcome from 


Pittsburgh and Chicago. with Gene | 
| Arnold, of WENR, lending a strong 


tang to the folksy end of the pro- 
ceedings. Congratulations in letter 
form were also read as coming from 
the White House and Anning S. 
Prall, chairman of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. W. G. 


' Marshall, Westinghouse’s gen. mer., 


vas spokesman for his company. 
Among those who lent their voices 








boy who had made good in the opera 
and concert field and who had come 
back home to take part in the dedi- 
catory event. 





Announcer Wally Beavers. of 
WCOL, Columbus, on the sick list. 











JAC QUES 


FRAY 


BRAGGIOTTI 








COMPANY 
GUEST ARTISTS SUNDAYS 
May 6th 7:30-8 P.M., DST 
BOSTON SYMPHONY HALL WABC 
May &th CBS 


SHELL CHATEAU 


“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WwJZ—10 P.M., D.S.T.—Fridays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 


phil | 
baker 


THE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 


§ GULF REFINING @ 









































program 


Airmail on 





Buys 20-Word Chain Break Announcements 
$1 Before, After or Between MUTUAL and NBC KFEL 


s on 


List of Available Chain Breaks and Quantity Discounts 


Request to 


GENE O'FALLON, KFEL SALES MGR., ALBANY HOTEL, DENVER 
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CBS STATIONS 
CUDGEL FOR 
STUNT STUFF 


Chicago, May 4. 
Three way battle going on be- 
tween the three midwest CBS-owned 
stations, WCCO, Minneapolis, 
KMOX, St. Louis, and WBBM, Chi- 
cago, for supremacy in exploitation, 
with WBBM gunning especially for 
KMOX, and H. Leslie Atlass here 
officially appointing a committee 
whose sole function is to line up and 
carry out top-notch stunts to take 
play away from the Jimmy Shouse- 

Jerry Hoekstra airer in St. Louis. 
Committee consisting of Jack Van 
Volkenburg, Hal Burnett, Bob Haf- 
ter, Bobby Brown, Buck Weaver, | 
and Stan Thompson, last week car- 
ried out initial gag by offering $100 
to employes who suggested best sin- 





gle exploitation stunt. Prize was 
copped by Eddie House, organist, 
and work has already started to 


carry out his idea of turning station 
over to high school 
for day. 

Day is set for a Saturday in June, 
and all positions, executive and 
talent, will be turned over to kids. 
All local shows will be recast; high 
school orchestras, announcers, pro- 
ducers, and commentators will sub- 
stitute for regulars. 

Plans to carry out stunt will in- 
clude heavy merchandising both in 
radio and newspapers, to sell the 
general public on listening for the 
slips that might occur, and boosting 
it to the kids and their parents as a 
chance at fame. 


seniors to run 








Tip on Contests 


Schenectady, N. Y., May 4. 

Hazel Cooper, an Amster- 
dam young woman who makes 
a business of competing in 
advertising - radio - newspaper- 
magazine contests and who has 
won 17 prizes, including a Ford 
car and $500 in cash, advised 
WGyY listeners to copy down all 
adjectives used by the an- 
nouncer in the continuity. 

With this list, take a dic- 
tionary, check on all synonyms, 
and go to your own 
letter, etc., the contest 


work on 
tipped 
winner, 











LOCAL TALENT SHOWS 





| are Raymond Scott, composer and } in-the-street program, with the 
musician, and Johnny Russell. Lat- unofficial mayor of the town’s 
ter is now spotted on bi-weekly colored district doing the inter- 
Sustainer over web. viewing It’s on for 15 minutes 
; a night, and tagged Afro 

S a wd America Speak 
ensitive About Its Police, iectnco conan ondebulies iu 


Columbus Ice Dealer Sponsors Couple | 


of Novelties 


Columbus, May 4. 
City Ice & Fuel Co. is preparing 
to woo the summer listening 
ence with two live-talent shows on 


audi- | 


WBNS. Script show titled ‘Road to | 


Nowhere’ is scheduled four times a 
week at 10:45 a.m. with Tom and 
Agnes Devore writing, producing and 
acting. 

Devore will 
Johnson on the 
weekly half-hour evening session, 
‘Do You Know Columbus?’ Show 
will be a Prof. Quiz type broadcast 
with all questions based on Colum- 
bus history, civic events, laws, etc. 
Small studio audience will provide 
material for the question-bees. 


with Irwin 


program, a 


team 
othe! 


Hi-Speed Expands on WXYZ 
Detroit, May 4. 
Factfinder program, week-night 
show over WXYZ and state web for 


Hi-Speed Gasoline to include Sun- 
day morning stint. Sunday series 
will use life stories of presidents. 


Shows written by Richard E. Os- | 


| good. 


Smarties Quiz Each Other | 


St. Joseph, Mo., May 4. 
When five high school studes won | 
a national essay contest, KFEQ made 
a special event of it. Conducted a 
round table discussion of the studes | 
and their instructors. 


Copped lots of local ears. 


Jack Arthur at Ease 
Jack Arthur, tenor who has been 


singing on WOR and WJZ, N. Y. 
commercials, will lop off the radio 


during 
cash. 
Last air aria’ing will be June 7. 


summer to extensively va- 


Won't return till sometime in Sept. | to be concentrated on Chicago talent. 





Actor-Author on CBS 


Columbia Artists last week signed 
(‘Stars Fell on 
Alabama’) and will handle him for 


author Carl Carmer 


commercial air acting and writing 


As a buildup Carmer will appear on 
Neck of 
slated to start May 31. | 
Carmer will carve out the continu- 
in the dra- 


a sustaining 
the Woods,’ 


series, ‘Your 


ity, and troupe a 
matizations. 
Also placed 


role 


St. Paul Hears Via KSTP 


Before-and-Aiter Views) curry OF WGN, CHICAGO, 
IGEN. MILLS’ RADIO EXEC 


St. Paul, May 4 
Opened as an attention-getter with 
a bona fide flatfoot’s ‘You’re under 
arrest!’, KSTP last week took its 
listeners in tow and gave 


ment to show 


them what happens 
from the time a copper speaks those 


saddest words to the time when the 
victim is ushered to his cell 
With St. Paul not so long ago 


dubbed ‘poison spot of the nation’ by 
Attorney General Home: 
mings, KSTP concentrated on an at- 
tempt to what has happened 
since citizenry took things 
in hand, took the police chief’s job 
out of the political-football category, 
put him under six-year tenure and 
generally dabbed up the poison. 
Particular emphasis was paid, in- 


show 
aroused 


| directly, to the then-and-now system 
about a year, has been expanded by | 





under CBS contract | 


them a| 
trip through the local police depart- | 


S. Cum- } 


WEBR Dramatizes 





By Staging Concert in Big 





WKY’s Negro Vox Pop 


Oklahoma City, May 4. 
WKY has an all-colored man- 


WKY have limited to 
pickups from churche 


been 











May 4 


director of 


Chicago, 


Ed Smith, production 


WGN, becomes chief of all General 
Mills ether activities as of June 1. 
This appointment was made here 
last week by Sam Gale, advert ng 
head of the flour: firm. It marks a 
further step on the part of General 
Mills to increase its radio plug 
|; Bing 

Smith lams WGN on May 15 for a 
| fortnight layoff before starting on 
the new job. 


Record Drops Program 
Philadelphia, May 4 


of training police officers, with| Philly Record, after five weeks 
mikes moved into the new police | trial, dropped participation in ‘Phil- 
school, instituted by Chief Clinton | adelphia Parade of Events,’ March 
A. Hackert for breaking in rookies|of Time type program heard on 
and keeping lard off the oldtimers’ | Saturday nights over WIP. J. David 
waistline. Stern III, Record promotion man- 

ager, said he was dissatisfied with 


Miss Chiesa on RCA May 16 
Chicago, May 4. 
Vivian della Chiesa has been set 
by Neil Conklin for 
on the Magic Key show for May 16. 
This is the first booking on the 
May 16 program which is scheduled 


an appearance 


results because of 
broadcast. 


poor time of 

Program was scripted by 
Biemiller of Record. It will be con- 
tinued sustaining with WIP staff 
writing. Record only paid 
tion cost and supplied script, with 
time donated by station. 





Carl | 


produc- | 
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New Importance 


~~ a 


Buffalo, May 4. 

Big, free concert is sched- 
uled here to call further attention 
to WEBR’s increased power and 
prestige. 

Elmwood Music 
hired for May 13; 
local gal who ha 
Metropolitan, will be g 
and the Buffalo orchestra, 
directed by Franko Autori, will play. 

Concert 


on oft 


being 


Hall ha 
Helen 


made 


been 
Olheim, a 
rood in the 


ruest oloist, 


75-piece 


is being called 
WEBR 


and 


a celebra- 
recent tech cal lme- 
provement remodeling of the 
dios housed in a former residaace 


Paul E F hie chief technicia 


nas 





been in charge of the work 


included new antenna and 
system, 

promotion plan is to 
press on public that 100-watt 
is no typical 
spot 


which has 
transmitter 
General ime- 
station 
longer a small-time, 


record-playing, announcement 


and foreign language lunger. Sta- 
tion now has virtually a full sched- 
ule of Blue network evening com- 
mere al 


considerable live talent 


ind important day 


Lime 


Flippen’s New Sponsor 


Jay C. Flippen’s amateur hour, 
broadcast weekly from Loew's Zieg- 
feld over WHN, N. Y., last 
i night (Tuesday) acquired a sponsor 
| for next 13 airings. Procter & Gam- 
‘ble is plugging Oxydol, set by 
| Blackett-Semple-Hummert. 

For the last three stanzas WHN 
has been carrying the program sus- 
| taining after Phillips Magnesia 
pulled out. 


stage 


Blait, Pepperday Meet In Denver 
Denver, May 4. 
John Blair, Chicago rep, 
|}spent a day here last week confer- 
|}ring with T, M. Pepperday of KOB, 


sales 


| Albuquerque, N.M. 
| Signed to represent the station na- 
| tionally. 

| Robert Benchley will do a guest 
|}shot on Camel broadcast May 11. 














Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS ACENCY.. 
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.|B.0.GROSSES 


N The Showman’s Guide 


WEEK FEB. 4th 


Metropolitan, ee Terres 


WEEK FEB. 19th | 
Oriental, Chicago 


WEEK FEB. 26th 
Fox, 
WEEK MAR. 26th 


Shea’s Hippodrome, 


(Holy Week, 6 Days) 


WEEK MAR. 11th 
Loew’s State, 


WEEK APR. 6th Mayfair Club, Boston 


LS CASINO, 
PENED TUESDAY, MAY 4TH, BEVERLY Hil 
. NEWPORT, KENTUCKY 


| Opening on May 26 at the Stork Club, Providence, for 2 Weeks 


(Lent)....-- 


Detroit... .6 cece er eees 


New York.....-.-- 


$35,000 
$21,000 
$32,000 
$14,000 


Toronto... 


$32,000 








BELLE BAKER 


For RKO: EDWARD §&. KELLER 


*Box Office 
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He’s Coming—He’s Near—He’s Here 


Chicago. 

Plane on which Joe E. Brown was 
flying here from Coast to guest an- 
nounce WJJD ball games was de- 
layed, so staff announcer had to take 
first game, but station ran a wire 
put to local airport, and gave 
flashes on plane’s progress every 15 
minutes. 

Vound up with Brown’s arrival 
between innings and a two-way con- 
versation with him at airport, and 
John Harrington at ball field, giving 
the guesting a better build-up than 
it would have had otherwise. 





Gales Talks With Time Sked 


St. Louis. 

KMOX, Columbia-owned station 
here, running a daily column in the 
newspapers to list its radio 
programs and especially to itemize 
the sponsor of each period. 

In this fashion: 7:00—‘Professor 
Quiz.’ Cerebral-crackers that leave 
portions of the radio audience whirl- 
ing like dervishes, and the remainder 
looking exceedingly wise. Kelvina- 
tor.’ 





| 





WHBQ’S Attention-Getters 


Memphis. 

Plenty of sandwich men parading | 
the downtown section, trailers on 10 | 
local screens and having sponsors 
include program box in their news- 
paper advertisements are methods of 
WHBQ to get station before the 
public. Sandwica-men gags include 
recent one of middle-aged woman 
walking down Main Street, laughing 
alm»st constantly. Her escort’s sign 





read. ‘Even My Mother-in-Law 
Lauzths at WHBQ’s Open House 
Perty.’ 


Easy contests are put on regularly, 
with Bob Alburty’s aim ‘to award 
a prize on some program to every 
block in Memphis, so WHBQ will get 


word-of-mouth publicity among 
nei*hbors and friends.’ Audience 
participation programs have also 


focused attention on station. 





Commerce Chamber Tie-Up 
Wichita, Kan. 


KANS, Wichita, did the broad- 
casting of the local Chamber of 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Altention-Getters, 


—_—_—_——_. . 





Tie-Ups, Ideas 





Radio Marches On 


Chicago, May 4. 

Latest of the lower class an- 
imals to get the radio urge is 
a coyote brought here from 
Oklahoma and auditioned (over 
WGN’s objections) as a guester 
for Bowman’s ‘Fireside Theatre.’ 
Mice, fleas and canaries have 
already broadcast. 

Coyote is under management 
of local William Morris office. 














| 


WMEX, BOSTON, | 


MAY BE EYED 


Washington, May 4. 

Possibility of rehearing on appli- 
cation of WMEX, Boston, for 50-fold | 
wattage jump was suggested in in- | 
dustry circles last week following 
examination of favorable report to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission by Examiner John P. Bram- 
hall. 

Although the case has many politi- 
cal ramifications, there were hints 
that foes of the power boost may re- 
sort to the expedient of sending the 
application back for further study 
on question of financial responsibil- 
ity before trying to induce the 
Broadcast Division to override 
Bramhall’s recommendations. This 
might be accomplished if WAAB, 
WNAC and WCOP of Boston, plus 
WLAC, Nashville, petition for clari- 
fication of the record dealing with 

(Continued on page 51) 


WIP, Philadelphia, Waits 
For a Baseball Sponsor 








} 








Commerce’s annual trade _ trip, 
which took a delegation of business 
men through Dodge City, Alber- 
querque. N. M., and Pampa, Tex. 
Herb Hollister, KANS gen. mgr., 
was one of the delegates, while the 
station used its own plane to trans- 
port engineers and announcers to 
each of the spots for the pickup. 


‘Healthiest Kid’ Contest 
New Orleans. 


Alabama-Georgia Syrup Co., which 
is bankrolling the ‘Melody Meetin’ 
series over 10 souti.ern stations, is 
offering $100 cash for a picture of 
the huskiest, healthiest-looking boy 
or girl brought up on Alaga Syrup. 

Contest is limited to those under 
12 years of age, while the photo 
must be accompanied by the in- 
evitable label. 





KDB’s Store Window Boast 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 
KDB has a miniature electric train 
running around a snow window in 
a downtown dept. store, with the 
disvlay placarded ‘As this engine 
pulls these cars, so does KDB pull 

for its advertisers.’ 

Each car tu¢ged by the choo-choo 


some sponsor on the station. 





Gas Company’s Stunt Idea 
Seattle. 
Seattle Gas Co. svonsoring Rocky 
Mountaineers over KJR plugging its 
‘old range roundup,’ a special selling 
event on gas ranges. Ranges 10 
years old are taken in at $10, those 
15 years, $15. etc. A prize of $100 
for the oldest range in use. 
Newspapers, billboard and street 
ear cards helpins. At outset of the 
campaign a narade was_ staged 
downtown with cowboys. | stage 
coaches and plenty of shooting. 





WIND’s ‘Bleacher Br-s’ 

Chicago. 
Case of rabid baseball fans vaving 
off is WIND’s ‘Bleacher Bugs’ show 
spotted 15 minutes before Cub 
games. Mike in the bleachers gives 
the boys there a chance to express 

their opinions. 

Extra engineer on show with the 
sin*le dutv of keeping his hand al- 

yways on the mike cut-off switch. 


KOMO-KJR Hosts to G. M. Execs 
Seattle. 

General Motors executive group 
met in KOMO-XJR studios to listen 
to Alfred P. Sloun, Jr., who spoke 
from New York. and William S. 
Krudson., from Petroit. and Richard 
H. Grent. from Chicass. Local sta- 
tions donated studio for eatfest and 
to give ovroper sound facilities. 
About 50 General Motors executives 
were present. 

Besides the telephone talks from 
the executives, an institutional mo- 
tion picture, entertainment by 
KOMO-K.R staff artists and a visit 
through the radio studios followed. 





“is labeled with a sign representing | 


Philadelphia, May 4. 

Some very sad faces around WIP 
every afternoon at baseball time. 
Station, during winter, contracted 
with clubs to air games and laid 
down heavy sugar for franchise. 
But so far they’ve been broadcasting 
games without sponsor. 

Station execs turning nice even 
carmine as other outlets focus hor- 
sey grins on them, Pre-season price 
for sponsorship was $40,000. Now 
trying to sell games at $300 each. 





Bernie’s Conductor 


Freddie Berrens is Ben Bernie’s 
new batonist on his American Can 
programs, which shifted to N.Y. com- 
mencing yesterday (Tuesday). Ber- 
rens is augmented with crack house 
musicians, although Bernie has re- 
tained Col. Manny Prager and ‘my 
Coast representative, Al Goering.’ 

Pat McCarthy also stays on as 
singer. 


WCHV Under Water 


Charlottesville, Va., May 4. 

WCHV was inundated by flood 
flows all last week, water rising 
above first floor of the two-story 
building in which the 250-watter is 
located. 

Off the ozone for seven days, due 
to juice lack. Equipment escaped 
serious damage. 








WTAM Tooter Joins Janssen 


Cleveland, May 4. 

Danny Caste, No. 1 trombonist in 
staff band at WTAM, goes to Hol- 
lywood this week to become Werner 
Janssen’s assistant on his Chase & 
Sanborn hour beginning May 9. 

Caste played in Janssen’s orches- 
tra here several years ago and got 
cablegram from maestro in England 
offering him the job. 





Cincy Curbs Cluttered 

d Cincinnati, May 4. 

Three man-on-the-street programs 
under way here with start of series 
on WKRC for the Chocolate Prod- 
ucts Co., Chicago, blurbing Delicious 
candy bar. Dick Bray at the mike. 

Last week Red Barber took on a 
sidewalk chore for WSAI for Striet- 
mann Biscuit Co. Bob Bentley doing 
similar job on WCPO for Hostess 
cakes. 

They're all 15-minute 
daily except Sunday. 


periods, 





Paul Lewis, radio head of Colum- 
bia Concert Bureau, in Hollywood 
for gabfest with Larry White of CBS 
artists bureau. 





|}and WHAM on baseball broadcasts 


SPORTS SCOOPEROO 


WHAM and WHEC Bitten by the 
‘Me, First’ Bug 








Rochester, N. Y., May 4. 
Keen competition between WHEC 


has station staffs jittery trying to 
score beats. WHEC Sports Announcer 
Lowell MacMillan and General Man- | 
ager Gunnar Wiig airplaned to 
Jersey City to broadcast opening 
International League game _ direct | 
with plenty publicity in Gannett | 
newspapers, not overlooking fact | 
WHAM was to get its returns by 





| telegraph. But when first game was | 
| rained out, WHAM got busy and sent 
| Harry 


McTigue to Jersey City in 
time to broadcast opener direct. 
Meanwhile, WSAY, has installed a 
ticker and announces all baseball 
scores every hour during the after- 
noon and gets a break on non-sports 
listeners while the two large stations 
are handing out the play-by-play. 











University of Indiana 
Has Big Radio Night 


Indianapolis, May 4. 
Indiana University has half-hour 
set for NBC-Blue tomorrow night 


(5), at 9:30 p. m. (CST), to air 117th | 


birthday of the school. 
Hill will emcee the show, which 
will include pickups in New York, 
Indianapolis, and Hollywood. Hill is 
an I. U. alumnus, as is Hoagie Car- 
michael, song writer who will be 
cut in from the West Coast. 


Johhnie 
Herold. 


Johnson orchestra, Don 


cartoonist 


York utility head. 

WIRE will be used for the Indian- 
apolis cut-in of the program, and 
Pulliam’s station will key this por- 
tion to the network for NBC, but 
WIRE dialers will only get in on por- 
tion of complete show, as station 
commercial schedule conflicts. 





Breaking In Spielers 


St. Louis, May 4. 
Woody Klose, Program Director, 
WTMV, East St. Louis, is trying to 
iron out a wrinkled forehead. Dur- 
ing two years existence of East side 
station Klose has broken in five an- 
nouncers, all of whom have been 
grabbed by KMOX, CBS’ 50,000 
watter. 
Those snared by KMOX are Frank 
Cooley, Willard Hemsworth, Jim Alt, 
Sid Saunders and Spencer Allen. 





WHEC Winds Up Ams 


Rochester, N. Y., May 4. 

WHEC all washed up on simon 
pures after 117 weekly broadcasts 
for Koolmoter Oil. Series closed 
with eliminations and ‘finals’ contest 
won by William Warfield, 16-year- 
old Negro baritone. 

Winner offered a spot by WHEC 
but he declined to turn pro until 
finishing high school. 





CKLW Cleric To Mutual 


Detroit, May 4. 
‘Quiet Sanctuary,’ organ-and-talk 


over CKLW by Rev. M. Davies, 
rector of St. George’s Church, 
Windsor, Ont., will be fed to Mu- 
tual as sustainer five times weekly 
starting this week. 

‘Studies in Black and White.” 
piano recital by Wally Townsend, 
also will go out hereafter from 
CKLW over MBS, as a four-time 
weekly sustainer. 


c. 





No. 125 for NBC 
Easton, Pa., May 4. 
Radio stations WSAN-WCBA at 
Allentown joined the red and blue 
| networks of NBC on Saturday (1). 
Stations are operated by the Lehigh 
Valley Broadcasting Service. 
Allentown stations are listed as 
| No. 125 by the NBC. 





Hillbilly Group Adds Lewis 

Toledo, May 4.. 
Jack Lewis, guitarist, joins Smith's 
Tennesseans, WSPD's popular hill- 
billy quintet, in Toledo. Program 

hits at 6:45 a. m. to 7:15 a. m, 
Besides Lewi_ the quintet includes 
Roy Smith, Lola Smith, ‘Arizona 

Slim’ Bresler and Dick Willis. 





Margaret Hanley Leaves WIP 
Philadelphia, May 4. 
Margaret Hanley, of WIP program 
department for past five years, re- 
signed Saturday (1). She will be 
replaced by Betty Shaffer, recep- 
tionist. 
Marian Black also added to de- 





partment. 


Edwin C. | 





Copy by W. U. 





Santa Barbara, Cal., May 4. 
KDB has arranged tieup with 
Western Union which permits 
advertisers to shoot in to sta- 
tion their commercial copy 
daily. Sponsors here, in the 
main, alier their blurbs ultra- 
frequently. 

Service costs station only 
10c. per chunk of copy picked 
up. Figured far less expensive 
than having salesmen make 
daily contact. 











KSTP FARM COLLEGE 
GETS PUBLICITY PLUS 


St. Paul, May 4. 

KSTP has launched a_ weekly 
series of broadcasts from the Uni- 
versity Farm campus. It’s an effort 
to build up a wider farm audience. 
Series of broadcasts will result, too, 
in statewide publicity for the station, 
because farm school officials, de- 
ciding that the series would be ex- 
cellent for the school, are flooding 
state paners with copy and pix on 
the KSTP airings. 

Job of sending out publicity was 





| taken over by the school because of 


Others carded for the show are: | 


its exceptional connections both with 
rural editors and county agents 
throughout the state. 


KSTP’s Abundancy of 





Inventors Tackle Anything 


and humorist; | 
Phil Duey and Wendell Wilkie, New | 


prog conducted for couple years| 





St. Paul, May 4. 

After nearly three months on the 
air, KSTP’s ‘I’ve Got an Idea’ stint, 
which brings to light the brainstorms 
of embryo inventors, is pulling ’em 
into such an extent that the SRO 
sign was whipped out to the pseudo- 
Edisons for the last two broadcasts. 

Last two had 17 and 37 inventors, 
respectively, all with gadgets ready 
to spiel about on the air, ranging 
from a Dies2l-powered automobile to 
a Goldbergian device for trickling 
sand under car tires during skiddy 
weather. 

With yarn breaking in local rags 
that one of the idea men has clicked, 
getting an angel and going into pro- 
duction with his brain-child, inven- 
tors are storming the studio, ali hop- 
ing to get on the program. 


2d Besting at WSFA 


Montgomery, Ala., May 4. 

Not being permitted by local ball 
club to broadcast home _ games, 
WSFA has its sports spieler sit in on 
the tilts and, directly after the game, 
ramble resumes from the _ park's 
press-pen. 

WSFA angle is that, by running a 
remote right from the diamond, at- 
mosphere is lent to the cooked-over 
description. 


Govt. Program Shifts 


Washington, May 4. 

Search for new audience led to 
time shift Sunday (2) for Interior 
Department educational program 
‘World Is Yours,’ which has been on 
NBC red _ network for _ several 
months. Moved to 4:30 to 5 p.m. 
(daylight time), after having occu- 
pied 11:30 a.m. spot since inception. 

Originally carried on 34 stations, 
program is expected to get addi- 
tional outlets at the afternoon pe- 
riod. 

















PULLED UP LAME 
Los Angeles, May 4. 
Synthetic horse race program 
sponsored by aspirin outfit has been 





WCEL, CHICAGO. 
BALLYHOOS 
AM. SHOW 


Chicago, May 4. 
One of first moves made by May- 
nard Marquard, now general 





man- 


| ager WCFL, to invoke showmanship 





| 
| 
| 





on the American Federation of Labor 
station, is establishment of a two- 
hour early a.m. shot, to be exploited 
by 90 billboards throughout city. and 
trailers running in 22 neighborhood 
picture houses. Exploitation, which 
will cost approximately $450 rer 
week, is to be on program only, and 
not on the seven acconts participat- 
ing on it. 

Line-up of show includes offer of 
75 tickets a week to any picture 
house in town, winner’s choice, and 
two all-expense conducted Holly- 
wood tours weekly. 

To set program, which is to be 
made up of recordings, graduating 
in style from hill-billy at 7 a.m. to 
light classics at 8:45, station has 
brought Morton Blender in as m.c. 
and assigned Phil Shelly to service 
accounts participating in the 20- 
minute periods. 


WNBX Gets Into Gear 


Springfield, Vt., May 4. 

WNBX spent all last week cele- 
brating opening of new studios. Now 
gets sustainers from Yankee, Colonial 
and Mutual webs. General Mills and 
Socony are bankrolling games of 
Boston’s major leazue clubs on alter- 
nate days, with Colonial chain feed- 
ing. 

WNBx is also staying up this sum- 
mer till 11:30 p.m., two-and-half 
hours later than in past. Idea is to 
please the vacationists who swarm 
into this region during hot months. 


WNLC Joins Colonial 


New London, Conn., May 4. 
Annexing of WNLC, local day- 
timer, by Yankee-Colonial gives 
John Shepard, 3rd, his fifth Con- 
necticut vent. Others are WTIC and 
WTHT, Hartford; WICC, Bridgeport- 
New Haven, and WBRY, Waterbury- 
New Haven. 
WNLC’s Colonial link 
means a tie with Mutual. 








likewise 





New Faces at WHK 


Columbus, May 4. 

Another new deal in the United 
Broadcasting Co. shuffle brings An- 
nouncer Charles Lutz back to 
WHKC from WHK, Cleveland, Lutz, 
formerly a part-time mikeman here, 
returns to a full-time position. 

Bernard J. Sweeney, announce. 
and continuity writer at WHK, is 
due here May 15 to join the WHKC 
continuity staff. He’ll replace Frank 
Seidel, who leaves WHKC to make 
another connection. Fred Sample 
moves up to head of the department. 





Tom Dalton’s Texas Idea 
Dallas, May 4. 

Thomas W. Dalton has originate* 
Southwest Broadcasters. Inc., to sell 
Texas and the surrounding South as 
a group of individual markets. He 
proposes to tell what is his list of 
stations are later. 

Dalton was formerly in the rep 
business in Chicago. 





Air London, Ontario, Flood 
Detroit, May 4. 
Direct: broadcast from flooded area 


withdrawn from KFI after five weeks | around London, Ont., shortly after 


and a weekly murder mystery sub- 
stituted. Coin is offered for those 
solving the crimes. 

Sponsor pulled the race game be- 
cause of possible legal entanglements. 





Yale Music on WICC 
New Haven, May 4. 

Yale, long chill to cohooting with 
local radio plants, thawing at last via 
weekly School of Music series at 
New Haven substation of WICC. 
Half-hour programs will be fed to 
Colonial and Mutual. 

Airings under supervision of Dean 
David Stanley Smith and arranged 
by Ellsworth Grumann. Both stu- 
dents and grads will be presented. 





WFIL Lays Off Musicians 
Philadelphia, May 4. 
House band at WFIL is dropped 
for summer by agreement with mu- 
Sicians’ local. 
Howard Lanin orch had assign- 
ment past several months. 





| situation became critical there, was 


picked up by WWJ through remote 
wire last week, as one of station's 
‘special feature services.’ 

Fifteen-minute airing consisted of 
descriptions of inundated area and 
plight of refugees, given by Phillip 
Morriss, program director of CFPL. 
London. 





WCPO Drops Post Tag 
Cincinnati, May 4. 

WCPO, 250-watter of Continental 
Radio Corp., has dropped the ‘Voice 
of the Cincinnati Post’ tag line. Sta- 
tion and paper are Scripps-Howard 
holdings. Sheet continues to plug 
WCPO in a big way in its news 
columns and witk a daily column 
display listing of the station’s pro- 
grams. 





Marion Clare warbles on the 
Chevrolet program from Hollywood 
May 9. 





ae 
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| Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 


{Little Old Lady seseseeeseseeeeeseeeeseeee ees 





seeeee. Chappell 


Boo HOO ..seeeeeeesseeeseeesceees wee eeeeecees ++++.. Shapiro 
*will You Remember? ,,.......-..-...5. Sipesee »s+.. Schirmer 
*Blue Hawaii ...... RSRECACACE OS css recendvedess .++.. Famous 
*Moonlight and Shadows ..........-...ceeeceeeeees .. Popular 

rove Bug Will Get You o.....ccccccccccssscees .-.. Santly-Joy 
*September in the Rain ............. aden Se & Set +eees REMick 
*Too Marvelous for Words ..........ccceecceee oeceaueerms 
*Sweet Leilani ........ errr VET CEL ETE Tee oeee Select 
Never in Million Years ..... bUboeSbseerecesccuceus .. Robbins 
A NT: 1.6446 6006520066600 obo deere dee eonsn Feist 
ek th EME SUREEE SOUR: cc sicscedecccccesctucces .. Famous 

When My Dreamboat Comes Home ..........seee00. Witmark 

EE ORE OC OTE TOLLE TCT ECCC Te .. Berlin 

When the Poppies Bloom Again ................e.. Shapiro 


*Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 


Inside Stufi—Music 


U. S. Marine Corp and the Army were mixed up in two arrangements 
made in the music business last week. One was the sale of a copyright 
by Capt. Philip Egner, retired, of West Point's teaching staff and the 
other a tieup by Sam Serwer of Remick, with Taylor Branson, conductor 
of the Marine band, on the adoption of ‘Song of the Marines’ as part of the 


Tt Indicates stage production song. The 
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corps’ regular repertoire. 


Capt. Egner disposed of the copyright of ‘West Point March’ to Shapiro, | 
Bernstein & Co. He is also the composer of ‘On Brave Army Team.’ 

In the case of ‘Song of the Marines,’ which is from the Warner picture 
of the same title, Serwer obtained permission to use the Marine’s official 
seal on the tune’s band arrangements and standard piano copies. 





Peter Maurice, London publisher, got permission from Chappell & Co. 
to turn over the American publication rights of ‘The Miller’s Daughter, 
Marianne’ to Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. Chappeil holds an exclusive Amer- 
ican rights contract with the British firm. An American version of ‘Mil- 
ler’s Daughter’ has been written by Billy Hill. Co-writers of the Maurice 
tune are Jimmy Kennedy and Will Gross, who were also responsible for 
JIsle of Capri’ and ‘Red Sails in the Sunset.’ Shapiro, in return for ‘Miller’s 
Daughter,’ gave Maurice the rights to ‘Dream Ranch’ for England. 





‘Tiger Rag’ (Feist) is currently in two Broadway productions, “The 
Show Is On’ at the Winter Garden, and the new French Casino ‘Folies,’ 
with result the publisher is threatening legal action on the ground the 
song is being used for production purposes sans proper financial arrange- 


ments. 


Ned Williams, Boswell for Irving Mills, twice within one month cracked 


Time mag with stories on Mills’ new Variety and Master records. 
also in the May Fortune, as one of the Faces-of-the-Month. 


He’s 





2 Music Groups 
Combine; MPPA 


Reduces Fees 





Music Publishers Association, com- 
posed of standard sheet, folio and 
institutional book firms, may merge 
its operations with that of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association. 
Decision in that direction is slated 
to be made when the MPA holds its 
annual convention in New York next 
month. 

Move would not entail the loss of 
identity to either organization. The 
MPA under the proposed arrange- 


ment would make its quarters in the 
offices now occupied by the MPPA 
in Radio City and have joint use of 
clerical and circulation facilities, 
with each of the organizations’ 
boards holding its meetings there. 
Besides the economy angle, the co- 
housing project is motivated by the 
idea of bringing the two organiza- 
tions closer together for action on 
common problems. 


MPPA directorate at a meeting 
last Friday (30) approved the new 
scale of membership fields and urged 
that efforts be made to bring the 
Warner Bros. group, the Max Drey- 
fus firms and Irving Berlin, Inc., 
into the organization. Revised scale 
figures as a clip for the members in 
the higher classifications and a boost 
for the lowest class. Class A firms 
will henceforth pay $600 a year in- 
stead of the prevailing $1,200 a year, 
sang the non-voting members which 
rte been paying $50 a year are 

be asked to make it $90. 





LAURIE’S SONG 
3 Jack Mills has bought a song by 
Wat Laurie, Jr., and titled ‘You're 
Mair to Organized Love.’ 
jo Hooks like a big hit so far...it 
snt out yet,’ says Laurie. 





a Music will issue ‘Funny Kind 
Love’ and two other songs by 


Jewel Bennett and Beatrice Reddick, | the private life situation. 


‘id tune 


d] Pair han- 


writing combo. 
€d by Philips & Tarbell. 











Doris Haven Appeals 


Philadelphia, May 4. 
Judges Thomas D. Finletter and 
Francis Shunk Brown, Jr., took 
under consideration last Friday ex- 
ceptions to court ruling denying 
Doris Haven, WCAU organist, an in- 


junction against the Musicians’ 
Union. 
Miss Haven seeks to have the 


union enjoined from jnterfering with 
her work at the radio station, she 
said. She was fined $200 for disobey- 
ing union instruction and, refusing 
to pay, was ordered to cease work 
at the station. Continuing to work, 
she was expelled from the union. 


MUSIC CODE STILL 
JOHN G. PAINE’S PET 


John G. Paine, who became gen- 
eral manager of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers last Saturday (1), will 
continue to co-operate'in getting the 
Federal Trade Commission to grant 
a code of fair trade practices to the 
music industry. It was one of the 
jobs that Paine left unfinished when 
he quit the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association for his new post. 
A letter which Paine got last week 
from the FTC informed him that 
the delay in okaying the code was 





| due strictly to legal technicalities in 
| the wording of the document. 


No date has as yet been set for a 
trade conference on the proposed 
code. 


FRANK KELTON SET 








VITAL PERFORMING 


Partial to Hubby 


Harriett Hilliard, on the Coast in 
the cast of ‘New Faces of 1937,’ will 
do her vocaling on Blue Bird records 
with Ozzie Nelson’s band without re- 
turning to N. Y. 

Miss Hilliard did not like Coast } 
orchestras and prefers Nelson's ac- | 
companiment. She is Mrs. Nelson in! down in recent years Judge Woolsey 
private life. After band does its stuff, of the Federal Court. New York, 

! 
| 





In one of the most important find- 


ings on musical copyrights handed 





— | master 


HIGH AND LOW 
MUSIC CLUB 


purview of the law on performing 
rights and that the 
broadcast programs on 


loud- 
, speakers constitutes a public per- 
\ formance for profit. Decision devel- 
oped from the infringement suit 
\ brought against the Pennsylvania 


. 


+ Hotel, N. Y., by the Society of Eu- 


reception of 





such 


poe me * shipped to i held last week that loudspeakers in 
wood, where her voice wi e 
| dubbed in hotel guestrooms operated from a 

receiver come within the 





\ ropean Stage Authors and Com- 

IN N Yy (’ \posers. Judge Woolsey” granted 

© eVe )SESAC’s plea for an_ injunction 

)against the hotel and ordered the 

—— | latter to pay damages of $250 and 

; : “ legal fees. 

Professional Musicians’ Club of | Pesdivivedia’s operators and the | 

N. Y. has been organized, with | .ounsel in the case, Campbell & Bo- 
membership open to anyone mak- 


ing a living out of any end of the 
music biz and reputed 250 on the 


rolls so fay, chiefly from rank-an- 
file. Unique among professional or- 
ganizations in that members are 
from both classical and pop clef 
backgrounds. Club is purely social. 

Tentative board includes Arthur 
Lief, prez; Sterling Hunkins, sec., 
and Gerald Rudy, treas. Another 
election will be held when more 


members have been drawn into fold. 
Group now shopping for a club- 
house, site sought preferably some- 
where between CBS and NEC cita- 
dels, so that radio musikers, 
from the nitery sector and sym- 
phonic sliders from the Carnegie 
Hall region will find spot conveni- 
ent. 

Also being solicited for member- 
ship are those connected in any 
capacities with all sorts of music 
publishing and marketing firms. 

First function will be a party at 
the Savoy ballroom, Harlem, on 
June 1. Club has hired out the site 
for $125 for the evening. 


KURT WEIL ‘UNKNOWN’ 
SAYS NATIVE GERMANY 


Vienna, April 25. 
Philharmonic orchestra here want- 
ed to play a symphony by Kurt 
Weil, German exile, under the di- 
rection of Bruno Walter. Wrote to 
a German publisher for the orches- 
tra material. 


Got as answer: 
known here.’ 


Weil wrote the music to ‘Beggar’s 
Opera,’ among others. He was at 
one time the top modern composer 
in Germany and also wrote the score 
for ‘Eternal Road,’ among others. 

Localites had to wire to a friend 
in America to get the score. 








‘Kurt Weil un- 





cats | 


land, have not decided whether to 
take it up on appeal. Same firm rep- 
|resents the American Hotel Men’s 
| Association and has been identified 
| with such noted instances of copy- 
| right litigation as Herbert vs. Shan- 
|ley’s Restaurant and Buck vs. Jew- 
|ell-Lasalle Realthy Co. 

| Leonard Zissu. and Abner J. 
|Rubien presented SESAC’s side of 
| the issue. 

| First Case 

| Judge Woolsey’s opinion is 


| first in the history of American liti- | 
| gation in which the copyright owner | 


| is granted collect a 
guestroom 
Society of 


Publishers 


the right to 
| performance fee on hotel 
| loudspeakers. American 
,Composers, Authors and 
has been loath to take this same 
|issue through the courts because of 
| what happened in the Court of Ap- 
|peals, State of California, on the 
| Buck vs. deBaum case several years 
|ago. In that case, which involved 
|a lobby receiving set, the court held 
| that if a broadcast was licensed the 
hotel had a right to pick it up for 
its patrons without permission of 
the copyright owners as long as it 
was Okay with the broadcaster. 

Even though this loophole was 
later plugged by ASCAP through 
the insertion of a clause in its li- 
cense barring any right but that of 
the original broadcast, the Society 
elected to refrain from making a 
‘test case of the guestroom loud- 
speaker angle. 


In his opinion Judge Woolsey 
cleared the way completely for the 
copyright proprietor with the fol- 
lowing two sentences: ‘Consequently, 
the defendant herein, which, with- 
out a license, ventured to have a 
public performance for profit of the 
plaintiff's copyrighted musical com- 
position—howsoever it was come by 
and howsoever it was performed— 
was a tresspasser on the plaintiff's 
private copyright domain from which 
its right of excluding others is ab- 
solute. This right, however, in these 
days when so many simultaneous 








New Instrument in Germany Plays 


Music on Film in Phonograph Style 


Berlin, April 24. 


Future of ‘music at home’ 


One will no longer be at the 





rosy. 
WITH MILLS MUSIC *°<., of the ether with its eternal 





Frank Kelton who had a ‘piece’ of 
Shapiro-Bernstein, but bowed out of 
that firm when he and Louis Bern- 
stein’s daughter split matrimonially, 
is set with Jack Mills’ music publish- 
ing interests. Kelton will become 
director of exploitation. Mills al- 
ready has Mack Stark and Maury 
Staub on songplugging exec matters, 
but Kelton will concentrate on radio 
and kindred outlets. 

The Keltons were married five 
years and while he was later given a 
percentage in the S-B firm, the 
music man felt it expedient to re- 
sign from the company in view of 
However, 
he’s still quite friendly with Louis 
Bernstein, president of S-B. 


|commercial boosts and gone will be 
ithe days of jumping up every three 
minutes to change the record. 
Teficord, a complement to radio and 
victrola, is ready to go on the Ger- 
man market. 

This creation of Dr. Daniels is an 
apparatus that resembles both film 
and gramophone. Unlike the lat- 
ter, a film pack and not a record is 
used, whole surface of which 
be utilized for sound, with a needle 
serving as transmitter. It is pos- 
sible to have packs with 100 grooves 
placed 25 mms. apart, which makes 
a total of 200 grooves, as the film is 
used on both sides. 





Before beginning to play, film can 
ibe placed end to end, so that the 
needle, when reaching the end of 


looks | 


may | 


| the first 100 meters, can pick up the 
|next groove automatically. This al- 
lows for 12 uninterrupted hours of 
| musie without going near the instru- 
ment. 

| Contents of the film are indicated, 
as in radio, so that by turning the 


dial one can get the desired groove | 


jat once. Needle can be placed any- 
where at will. Possibilities for 
| variety are limitless. 

New outfit is being put out at a 


price within the range of the average | 


It will come to about 
the same as a good radio set. In 
addition, sound film distribs are 
planning a circulating film library 
which will eliminate the necessity 
and expense of investing in untold 
numbers of film rolls. This is a par- 
ticular advantage to restaurants, 
bars, hospitals and small steamers, 
unable to afford their own band, and 
needing not only music but a 
stant change of program, 


pocket-book. 


Cull- 


the | 


SESAC WINS ‘HOTEL ROOM’ PRECEDENT: 
RIGHTS VICTORY 


Judge Woolsey Sustains Right te Collect—Pennsyl- 
vania Hotel Counsel Mulls Matter of Appeal— 
Implications of Decision Numerous 


| public performances for profit are 
possible, can only be protected by 
| continuous vigilance, and the owner of 
|}a copyright to a musical composition 
| Should have the chance to gather 
| royalties whilst and where he may,’ 
If the higher courts uphold 
| viewpoint, providing the Pennsylva- 
nia’s Management appeals, copyright 
| owners, it is pointed out by lawyers 
in the music industry, will be in an 
|enforced position to demand license 
| fees from the several hundred thou- 
|sand spots where coin-operated dise 
machines are installed. It is doubt- 
ful whether ASCAP would brins any 
| pressure in that direction, for politi- 
|cal reasons, but in the event Judge 

Woolsey’s latest copyright decision 
stands as the law of the land, the 
Society, it is estimated, might in- 
|crease its income from hotel sources 
by another $250,000. 

Judge Woolsey’s opinion on the 
| SESAC vs. Pennsylvania case covers 
|} 22 typewritten pages. It retails how 
|SESAC’s checker registered as a 
guest at the hotel and how on the 
|afternoon of Aug. 17, 1934, he picked 
| up on the room loudspeaker a WJZ, 
| New York, program which contained 
|the musical composition, ‘As We 
| Part,’ which is controlled by SESAC, 
|}Opinion points out that SESAS’s 
contract with NBC for WJZ spe- 
cifically provided that ‘nothing here- 
in shall be construed as permitting 
the licensee either expressly or by 
|}implication to grant to others the 
right to reproduce or perform pub- 
| licly for profit, or otherwise, any of 
the said compositions so broadcast.’ 
| Opinion scouted the defendant's 
jargument that transmission of a 
| broadcast through a hotel by means 
|of wires controlled by the later 
|does not come within the definition 
|of a performance. Judge Woolsey 
stated that the Pennsylvania’s method 
| of giving a performance came within 

the principle laid down by the U. S. 
| Supreme Court in the LaSalle hotel 
| case, 

He also held that since the Penn- 
sylvania plugs the room loudspeaker 
as one of its services and that since 
the nature of the hotel’s business is 
one catering to the public, there had 
been a public performance for profit. 

Opinion explained that because no 
proof of actual damages had been 
submitted, the court must resort to 
minimum penalty provision of the 
copyright law for the amount of as- 
sessment. This minimum penalty is 
$250. 





Neb. on Warpath 
Lincoln, May. 4. 

Without any regard for unconsti- 
tutional talk, Nebraska’s legislature 
advanced the anti-ASCAP measure 
by a unanimous vote to third read- 
ing here. 

Senator Frank Brady, sponsor, 
charged the society had threatened 
to run out of business persons who 
testified for the measure when it was 
given a hearing. 

The bill will make ASCAP a viola- 
tion of the Sherman anti-trust iaw, 
and write the law on the Nebraska 
statute books, making further ASCAP 
operation in Nebraska illegal, T. J. 
ToPoel, counsel on the constitutional 
committee, warns that this is out of 
the bounds of state jurisdiction. 

Senator Comstock and Senator 
Brady, after referring to recent re- 
port of ASCAP’s 1936 gross, said 
| they couldn't understand where the 
|annual take went, since the op- 
| ponents of the bill claimed they got 
a bare living. 
| Bill is expected to pass easily and 
to be tested shortly in the supreme 
court. 





| 


_ HARRY FOX’S ASSISTANT 


Arthur Boucher Aids New M.P.P.A. 
General Manager 
| Arthur Boucher joined the Music 
|Publishers Protective Association 
Monday (3) to assist Harry Fox, 
gen. megr., in the handling of me- 
chanical license clearances. Boucher 
|had been in the copyright depart- 
ment of Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. 

ince 1929. 

He got his original training in 
right in the office of the Regis- 
Itrar of Copyrights in Washington. 
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44 VARIETY 


DANCE TOURS 


Wednesday, May 5, 1937. 











Music 


Joe Young and Fred Ahlert au-: 


thoring new Ben Marden Riviera 
songs. Al Stillman will do the 
lyrics for Arthur Schwartz’s score 


of the new Schwartz-Laurence Stall- 
ings operetta at the Center, N. Y., 
Robbins Music Corp. 
publishing both. 


next season. 





Peter Maurice, London publisher, 


and his general manager, Jimmy 
Phillips, sailed for England yester- 
day (Tuesday). They got over a 


couple weeks ago, with Phillips mak- 
ing publisher contacts and Maurice 
concerning himself with getting 
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IN THREE WEEKS 
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THESE FOOLISH THINGS’ 





You and Me 
That 
Used To Be § 


bands, 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 
799 7th Ave. New York. 


| minor operation. 


| violin composition, 
| ‘You Can’t Have Everything’ at 20th- 





Notes 


American backing for a synthetic 
method of manufacturing lenses. 
Burton Lane and Ted Koehler | 
have turned in ‘Pop Goes the Bub- 
ble’ and ‘Stop! You’re Breaking My | 
Heart’ for Paramount’s ‘Artists and | 
Models.’ 





are 


Lew Alter and Paul Webster 
working on ‘Fashion Parade,’ tune 
for Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 
1938.’ 


= } 


Eadie Adams warbling ‘My Topic} 
of Conversation,’ by Joseph Myrow | 
and Milton Royce, as specialty num- | 
ber for Monogram’s ‘13th Man.’ 


Kay Thompson wrote a tune called | 
‘Celebratin’ Time’ for her Chester- | 
field program anniversary last Fri- | 
day. A publisher may take it over. | 





Emil Coleman, who winds up at | 
the St. Regis’ Iridium Room, N. Y., 
next week, negotiating to go to 
Monte Carlo for the summer. 


Mrs. Robert Emmet Dolan, the for- 
mer Vilma Ebsen, left the Polyclinic 
hospital, N. Y., last week after a 





‘Gypsy From Poughkeepsie’ is | 
Emery Deutsch’s latest contribution | 
to song biz. 

George Hamilton’s ork 
Harry Owens into the Beverly-Wil- | 


follows | 


shire Florentine Room in Beverly 
Hills. 
Marlin Skiles will score B. F. 


Zeidman’s Grand National produc- 
tion, ‘Sweethearts of the Navy.’ 





Ben Oakland and Herb Magidson 
have completed ‘Crazy Dreams’ for 
Columbia’s ‘With Kind Regards.’ 





Sammy Fain and Lou Brown have 
sold their tune, ‘That Old Feeling,’ 





to Walter Wanger for ‘Vogues of 
1938.’ 
Rubinoff will play his original 


‘Dance Russe,’ in 





Roseland, Bridgeport, bowing with 
Dick Fee and James Kedves gypsy 





Eric Peterson band at Wright’s, 
Plainville, Conn. 





Alexander Jahns set indef at 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager Rhineland Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. 














A TRIO OF TOP TUNES 


[Huma Waltz 


By GORDON and REVEL 
From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is 
My Affair” 


WithoutYour 
Love 


By LANGE and STRYKER 
From Hal Koaech’s “Pick a Siar” 


When Love 
Is Young 


By McHUGH and ADAMSON 
From Universal's “When Love ts 
Young” 


-o 


Mitcer Music, [nc. 


1619 BROADWAY © NEW YORK 





Louis Prima ork goes into ‘You 
Can’t Have Everything’ at 20th-Fox. 


M’CUNE ON A BICYCLE; 
DOUBLES N. Y.-B’KLYN 


Only band known to be doubling 
| between two hotel spots is that of 
| Bill McCune currently at the Bos- 
| sert hotel, Brooklyn, N. Y., and the 
| Hotel Plaza, Manhattan. 

Band plays for cocktail hour at 
the Persian Room of the swank 5th 
Ave. hostelry in N. Y., and treks to 

| Brooklyn Heights (latter’s 5th Ave.) 
| for night session in Marine Grill. 
| He switches from lower floor to Bos- 
| sert’s roof on May 20. 








Felton Due at Penn 
Philadelphia, May 4. 
Happy Felton Orch completed five- 
week stay at Arcadia-International 
| here last Thursday (29) and left for 
| Hippodrome, Baltimore. Following 
| limited engagement goes to William 
Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh for summer. 
Jules Duke, with  seven-piece 
combo, comes from Hollenden Hotel, 
|Cleveland, to succeed Felton at 
'Arcadia. Working on week-to-week 











| agreement, 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 


for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (April 19-25), 
Carelessly 


* September in the Rain 

* Never in Million Years 

* Too Marvelous for Words 
Boo Hoo 

* Where Are You? 

* Sweet is Word for You 
How Could You? 

* There’s a Lull in My Life 

* Swing High, Swing Low 

*Let’s Call Whole Thing Off 

* That Foolish Feeling 
Love Bug Will Get You 
To a Sweet, Pretty Thing 

* They Can’t Take That Away 

Dream Ranch 

Sweet Leilani 

It Looks Like Rain 

I’m Bubbling Over 

It’s Swell of You 

Little Old Lady 

Blue Hawaii 

You Showed Me the Ways 

Wake Up and Live 

They All Laughed 

Indicates filmusical song. 

Production number. 


+ # & * 


+ & * & 
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THAT FOOLI 


SIGMUND ROMBERG AND 


A LOVE SONG 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 








2 Hits From New Universal's “Top of the Town”’ 


WHERE ARE YOU? 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAnOLD ADAMSON 


FROM MGM's “THEY GAVE 


SH FEELING 


GUS KAHN’S NEW WALTZ 


OF LONG AGO 


HiM A GUN” 


BROADWAY *® NEW YORK 





SUMMER CAMPS SEEK 
BANDS, RADIO PICK-UP 


Summer camps figuring 
name bands, and through ’em 


on 
net- 


are 


| work wires to the waiting world for 


buildup, 

To date Totem Lodge and Gros- 
singer’s, Catskill camps, Copake, near 
Hudson, N. Y.,- Wayne Camp, in 
Wayne County, Pa., and Fairmount 
at Tannersville, N. Y. have put out 
dickers with the three big webs 
for late-night wire accomodations. 


crew for the summer, Grossinger’s 


having booked Johnny Hauser. Others 
are apparently waiting for an o.k. 


will book bands worthy of network 
prestige. 


BOSTON U SETS HUTTON 








Ina Ray Hutton provides first girl 
band date for the Boston University 
junior prom at the Copley-Plaza 
hotel, Boston, May 7. She hits spot 
while touring Charlie Shribman’s 
ballroom circuit. 

Band also goes into the Earle thea- 
tre, Philadelphia, June 4, doing a 
quick repeat on Philly date she 
played at the Fox theatre Feb. 5. 





Mal Hallett’s Wanderings 


Mal Hallett set for another full 
month by Shribman office. Com- 
mencing May 5 band plays Recrea- 
tion Hall, Montclair, N. J.; Lake- 
wood Park, Mahanoy, Pa., 6; George- 
town University, Washington, 7; 
Hershey Park, Pa., 8; Polish Home, 
Passaic, N. J., 9; Armory, Albany, 
N. Y., 13; Buffalo, N. Y., 14; Oberlin 
College, Columbus, O., 15; Graystone 
ballroom, Detroit, 16; Columbus, O., 
17 to 19; Trianon ballroom, Toledo, 
O., 20; University of Michigan 21; 
Flint, Mich., 22; Trianon ballroom, 
Cleveland, 23; Willows nitery, Pitts- 
burgh, 24 to 26; Oak Grove, Milford, 
Conn., 27; Franklin and Marshall 
College, Lancaster, Pa., 28; Sunny- 
brook Park, Pottstown, Pa., 29; Sea- 
side Park, Virginia Beach, Va., 30, 
and Clemson College, Clemson, S. C., 
31. 

On May 9 he comes into N. Y. to 
make six sides for Decca and will 
remain for three days, doing a short 
for Warner Bros. on last two. A 





Not True, Says Mills 


Reports that Hudson-De Lange 
band is touring with pickup musi- 
cians is erroneous, according to Irv- 
ing Mills. Band dropped three of 
its original crew, and it was ru- 
mored to have been filled in with 

















' corny recruits. 
| Nan Wynn is now vocalizing with 
the Hudon-De Lange band. 





Kirk, Crosley, in Atlanta 
Atlanta, May 4. 
Andy Kirk and orch will play a 


| dance engagement at Shrine Mosque 1 | 
| here Thursday (6). Tariff set at $1.10) 


per person. 


Bob Crosby's band, with Kay 


Weber as vocalist, has been signed | : 


for the final dances at Georgia 
School of Technology June 10-12. 


Of the spots, only one has set a/| 


SLIGHT FACTUAL GAP 
ON MEEKER INCIDENT 


Memphis, May 4, 
Bobby Meeker, Hotel Claridge 
band leader, got a black eye and 
Henry (Ug) Hammond, footkall star 


Larchmont Bands 


Larchmont Casino, Larchmont, 
N. Y., will try a straight name band 
policy this season replacing its show 
policy of ‘ast season. Bands will 
stick solely to music with no acts or 
doubling from crew. 

Opener is Jimmy Lunceford on 
June 2. 














| 


| Union members, a charge for trans- | Jack Denny orch. 





signed to play pro with Chicago next 
| fall, says he hasn’t a job any longer, 
following an altercation at the hotel’s 
Twentieth Century Room Friday 
| night. 

Hammond, floorman at the Clar- 
idge, claimed Meeker got him fired 
after he (Hammond) ‘put a smart 
waiter in his place.’ 

Hotel management said Hammond 


HAMMOND ORGAN GETS 
SPECIAL UNION RULE 


Chicago, May 4. 
With the use of the electric (Ham- 





mond) organ becoming more and} had not been fired. 
more frequent by orchestras, the 





Chicago Federation of Musicians has | 
passed a rule that, where these or- | 
gans are furnished by Musicians | 


Helene Miller with Denny 
Helene Miller vocalist 


Joins crew 


new with 


Fri- 


| portation shall be made in addition | day (7) when Denny opens at the 


| to the regular scale. 


| gans are furnished by members on | 
| engagements, they shall be required 
| to charge $5.00 per engagement for | 


| trip at 


from one of the webs. Promises are |} 
being made that, if serviced, camps | 


AS FIRST FEMME BAND 


southern tour follows eastern dates. | 


Drake hotel, Chicago, for a three- 
week stand. 

Last season understudy to Gracie 
Barrie in legit ‘Scandals,’ Miss Miller 
has since been solo’ing in niteries. 


Harms Presents 


| | 
| From 
| 


Rule states: ‘Where Hammond or- | 





transportation. On weekly engage- | 
ments of four or more days, the | 
charge shall be $15.00 per week addi- | 
tional.’ 








“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO 
MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


VIENNA DREAMS 
Dorchester hotel, London, : 


: > BRAND NEW 
| during the crowning. 


' I'M HATIN’ THIS 
Memo: No Connection || WAITIN’ AROUND 


Fio Rito, Kavanaugh 
To Fort Worth Expo: 


Ted Fio Rito and Ray Kavanaugh | 
bands booked for stays at the Pan | 
American Expo, Ft. Worth, Tex., by 
Harry Marshall, starting June 12. | 
Fio Rito plays for dancing, while 
Kavanaugh musicks the show. 

Georges and Jalna, dancers, also 
set there to replace Veloz and 
Yolanda, who broke engagement to 














| Musie Corp., Ltd., of Canada (no 
| connection with MCA), is construct- 
| ing a new 3,000 capacity ballroom at 
Vancouver, B. C., to be called the 
Palomar (no connection with origi- 
nal Palomar, Los Angeles). 

Spot expected to be ready around 
July 1 and will be managed by 
Harold Singer. 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WB Prod., “Kid Galahad” 





A New Smash 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 
MUSIC BOX 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 


Art Shaw Regroups 


Art Shaw, currently at the Capi- | 
tol, Washington, has changed his in- 
strumentation setup. Dropped fiddle 
section and now has four sax, five 
brass, four rhythm, with Dorothy 
Howe vocalizing. 


Band goes into Willows (nitery), 
Pittsburgh, for indefinite run begin- 
ning May 21. Also set for a week 
at Brighton Beach Baths, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., late in July. Handled by Rock- | 
well-O’Keefe. 




















Dragon’s Summer Ork | | = 


Chicago, May 4. 
Griff Williams’ orchestra set to re- | 
place the Freddy Martin band at 
the Aragon ballroom, Andrew Kar- 
zas ‘dansatorium on the northside. 
for the summer. Comes in second 
week in June for the hot season. 


Ted Weems’ orchestra took over 
the southside Trianon from Kav 
Kyser orchestra last week. Weems 
in for a month, with Karzas shop- 
ping for an orchestra to handle the 
summer stretch. 

All set through Music Corp. of 
America. | 















Just Purchased ! 


The English Smash 
Rhumba Hit 


‘CUBA 
PETE’ 


This Number Swee; 
The Country! 


Swing 











Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Favorite. 


Robbins’ Letter ’ 
| SEVENTH HEAVEN 
| Jack Robbins, music publishing 


affiliate of Metro, 20th Century-Fox . 

and Universal, airs his views on pic- | rlOLLYWOOD SONGS” 
ture song exploitation in the Forum A 
department of this week’s issue. 








RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEVSER, Gen Mar 








a 
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| GORDON and REVEL Click Again! | 
| 











in 20th Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 





NEVER INA MILLION YEARS IT’S SWELLOF YOU | 
THERE’S A LULL IN MY LIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
| I'M BUBBLING OVER | 


| 








| Robbins Music Corporation * 799 7th Ave., New Yor | 
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Wednesday, May 3, 1937 


DANCE TOURS 


VARIETY 





45 





mam On the 


Upbeat 





Clyde McCoy engaged for New 
Penn, Pittsburgh nitery, May 13 to 
26. Exits then for the Peabody 
hotel, Memphis opening May 29. 
Reggie Childs follows at New Penn 
on May 27 to June 16 and is in turn 
succeeded by Johnny Hamp on June 
24 until July 7. Lou Passerolo oper- 
ates the CRA exelusive spot. 





Frank Brandt orchestra will play 
May 1 and May 8 at Natatorium 
Park, Spokane. Griff Williams’ or- 
chestra will appear May 12 at the 
park. Dick Jurgens’ orchestra drew 
a good crowd in spite of bad 


en 
_— 





VISIT WRITE 
- oF 


8 is 
$ a ‘les 
y a ss 
nf Za . a. 
iy 


YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 


| A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
IT’S HIGH TIME 


WHAT A HEAVENLY 
: NIGHT 


* TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 
STARDUST ON THE 
MOON 


IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 


HAVANA’S CALLING 
ME (Rumba) 
50c each 





OR 


Orchestrations 


4 
RADIO CITY > 

















Witmark Presents 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring DICK FOCRAN 
THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD | 
I E | 


MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


The Sensational Ballad 


When My | 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mer. 





























WHERE 
IS THE SUN? 
OLD PLANTATION 


Loveliest of Love Songs 


Serenade In the Night 


VWLL NEVER TELL YOU 
| LOVE YOU 
The Comedy Sensation of 1937 


Today | Am a Man 





WORDS Ane music BY 


CEELE BURKE 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS Inc 
1618 BROADWAY NEW YORK 


weather April 27 ag the season's! 
opener, 





Hal Kemp playing slew of colleges, 
including Rhode Island State, May, 
3; Temple, 5; U. of Rochester, 8: 
Carnegie Tech, 13; North Carolina) 
State, Durham, N. C., June 5 to 7, 


and U. of Virginia, Charlottesville, 
14-15, 





Woody Herman band left Rose- 
land Ballroom, N. Y., and opens to- 
morrow (Thursday) at the Norman- 


| die Ballroom, Boston, for two weeks. 


| Set for single week at Brighton 
Beach Baths, Brooklyn, N. Y., in 
August. 

Bob Crosby band plays Aragon 


Ballroom, Chicago, week of May 29, 
then tours theatres and one-nighters. 
Now at Congress Casino, Chicago. 
Handled by Rockwell-O’Keefe, 





Ben Paris dropped his own crew 
to handle that of Bob Hackett’s new 
eight piece combo. Former just dis- 
solved his band after exiting the 
Theatrical Club, Boston. Hackett’s 
mob set for opening of Chez Bur- 
lesque, N. Y., in September. 

Paul Whiteman, after closing at 
the Drake hotel, Chicago, will one- 
night it through south starting May 
25, before opening for the summer 
at the Ft. Worth Centennial. 


Ozzie Nelson booked for Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., June 7 with 
Capitol theatre, Washington, follow- 
ing. Bill Kent arranged. 








Guy Lombardo, Benny Goodman 
and Tommy Dorsey bands set for 
May 29, 30 and 31, respectively at 
the Steel Pier, A.C., by MCA. 





Hal Grayson is premiere band for 
Energetic Park, Auburn, N. Y., on 
May 15. George Duffy also set for 
June 1 by MCA, 





Bob Crosby opens at the Aragon, 
Chicago, May 29, for Rockwell- 
O’Keefe. 





Johnny Johnson goes into the At- 
lantic City Auditorium, June 16 for 
one week. 





Harold Smith set at Ansley hotel, 
Atlanta, for May 15 and on for four 
weeks on an MCA deal. 





Huge Mariana followed 
Friml, Jr., at the French 
N. Y., this week. 


Rudolph 
Casino, 





Stuff Smith going out of the CRA 
office for a tour of Charlie Shrib- 
man’s New England territory. 








. Performance Paradox 


Since the title announcing 
restrictions by radio on the 
music publishers, Freddie 


Rich was placed in the odd po- 
sition of making CBS pay a 
$50 fee (as a ‘grand right’) for 
the privilege of Rich perform- 
ing his own ‘Bermuda Sketches’ 
suite on CBS. This was as 
part of W. S. Paley’s series on 
‘Americana’ to introduce new 
American musical works. On 
the other hand, Rich’s Pent- 
house Symphony,’ when used 
the maestro’s thematic 
strain, is gratis. Same goes for 
other theme songs, although, 
during the Warner's Bros.- 
ASCAP imbroglio Paul White- 
man found himself unable to 
perform Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue’ under any circum- 
stances. 

Ferde Grofe’s ‘On the Trail’ 
movement from his own ‘Grand 
Canyon Suite’ fetches a $50- 
per-performance royalty when- 
ever it’s used on the Philip 
Morris commercial program. 
That’s because of its commer- 
cial value. Meredith Willson, 
who composed the ‘O. O. Mc- 
Intyre Suite,’ had to wire his 


as 


publishers whether he'd be 
subject to a tax rap should be 
perform that number. He was 
told OK. 











LABOR UNREST 
AFFECTS BIZ 


Seasonal opening of Hershey Park 
ballroom, Hershey Park, Pa., saw 
Horace Heidt draw 3,500 cutters at 
$1.10 per, May 1. Spot opened a 
week earlier than previous years 
after recent industrial unrest. 

Following night was as big a flop 
as the preceding night’s success for 
Heidt with only 600 turning out at 
| Polish Home, Passaic, N. J. Local 
union trouble, with pickets parading 
before hall, helped ruin night. 





tian’s Cotton Club in Culver City, 
Cal. 
Earl Carpenter’s band replaced 
Gus Steck’s at Dempsey’s, N. Y. 
Vincent Serey orchestra set at 
| Mori's, N. Y., succeeding Eddie Roy. 
] _——s 


| El Mirador, Palm Springs, 
| Club Marti in Hollywood. 





Charlie Agnew plays the Ring | Johnny Dedroit swing aggregation 
ballroom, Waukegan, Ill., starting| sustaining over WDSU, New Or- 
May 9. leans, 





Ellis Kimball opens at Topsy’s 
Roost, San Francisco, June 1, for 
four weeks. CRA set. 





Lee Bennett and Tweet Hogan 
booked for Arnold’s Park, Okoboji, 
Ia., May 23 and June 19 respectively. 


| Netherland Plaza, 





Ben Pollack and Archie Loveland 
orchs signed with Rockwell-Okeefe. 





Del Courtney band goes _ into 
Cincinnati, this 
week for indefinite stay. Rockwell- 


O’Keefe handling. 








Russ Morgan slated for Fernbrook | 
Pavillion, Luzerne, Pa., May 31 for 
one week. 





Rita Rie heading west to hit Pa- 
ficic slope around June 1, after play- 
ing southwest one-nite territory. 








Charlie Barnet bows at New Ken- 
more hotel, Albany, May 8. Has an! 
NBC wire. 





Harry Reser at Graystone ball- | 


room, Detroit, May 26. Tom Gen- 


try in folowing week. 





Earl Hines joins Sebastian's Cot- 
ton Club, Culver City, Calif., May 27 
for a month. 





Consolidated has set Bob Perry’s 


orchestra for Morrison Hotel Casino | 


Parisien, Chicago, to open May 27. 
Will replace Lou Breese outfit. 
Jack Dunn’s ork vacated Lick 

Pier at Ocean Park, Cal., May 3, 

with Bill Fleck’s crew taking over. 

Dunn outfit vacationing after 18 

months at the beach. 








West 
hotel, 


Del Courtney moved from 
Coast to Netherland-Plaza 
Cincinnati, May 1. 





Bob McGrew opened at Biltmore 
hotel, Dayton, O. 





Charlie Gaylord Bill 
Greene’s, Pittsburgh. 


set at 








Earl Hines orchestra at Sebas- 





Rockell-O’Keefe set Benny Meroff 
orch into Manhattan Beach Baths, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., for week in August. 





| Lou Bring opens at the Stevens, 


Chicago, May 27. Francis Hunt will 
do the vocals. 


| Jimmy Lunceford is being nego- 


tiated for through Rockwell-O’Keefe 
to take up at Sabastian’s Cotton 
Club, Culver City, Cal., later in the 
summer. 





Ted Lewis moves into the Chez 


| Paris, Chicago, May 15. 





Mickey Carr’s orchestra. in for 


;summer spell at Terrace Gardens, 
| Albany. 
Clyde Lucas at Beverly 


| Newport, Ky., starting May 4. 


Lou Breese booked for Chez Paree, | 


Chi, late in August. 


| Stan Myers doing a Warner Bros. 
short through Fanchon & Marco. 





| Dick Fidler plays Purdue U. prom, | 


Lafayette, Ind., May 12. 
| Dick Dixon hit full-year record 
|} at Gloria Palast, N. Y., this week. 


Art Shaw opens the 
The Willows, Pittsburgh, on May 21. 








Hal Kemp will open Danny Dug- | 


gan's ‘Deck’ at Lake Quinsigamond, 
Worcester, Mass., May 4. 


Joey Lee’s ork moved in from the | 
to the | 


Club, | 


season for 


To Line Up All 


Philadelphia, May 4. 

Drive of Musicians’ Local to union- 
ize bands in all city’s niteries got 
under way last week-end with visits 
by A. A. Tomei, prez, and Rex 
Ricardi, secretary, to several spots, 
Pickets will be thrown around places 
unless proprietors agree to take on 
organized band. 





Initial stabs being made at Broad- 
wood Hotel and 20th Century. 
Barney Zeeman, at latter bistro, was 
;}union until fined $500 in December 
|for playing under scale. 

Tomei declared pickets will 
placed around several other niteries 
before proprietors are called 
where he thinks reception might be 
less than cordial. 

In announcing drive, Tomei said 
union intended to be entirely reason- 
able, even with tapperies now pay- 
ing $2 per man per night and which 


actually can’t afford to pay more. A 
new scale, between the present B 
and C, will also be drawn up, he 
said. 


BEACH SPOTS NEAR 
NEW YORK LINED UP 


Beach situation around New York, 
as far as band bookings go, looks to 


be pretty divided Music 
Corp. of America, Consolidated 
Radio Artists and Rockwell-O’Keefe. 
There will 


well by 


be two exclusive priv- 


ileges at James P. Day operated 
Manhattan, Oriental and Brighton 
Beaches. Trio will share in the rest 


of gravy. Two exclusives are CRA's 


be | 


Philadelphia Union Opens Campaign 
Local Dance Spots 


— 
——— 








i 
| 


ing biz, 

Moss controls Fats Waller, Dick 
| Dixon, Johnny Messner and Julian 
| Woodworth bands, which go with 
him. 

_— — Hee 


on, | 


| 


| 


| 
{ 
| 





at Rye Beach, N. Y., and Brighton | 
Beach location. Atlantic Beach is 


in hands of receivers, and still un- 
settled. 

Charlie Shribman office was work- 
ing on a deal for constructian of new 
giant pavillion at Oriental which 

|later they were to service with 
| bought bands along with other two 
locations. Deal has gone cold. 

MCA has already set Hal Kemp, 

Ted Lewis, Abe Lyman, Tommy 
| Dorsey, Shep Fields, Ben Bernie and 
| Horace Heidt for dates at Manhatatn 
during heated spell. CRA has set 
Russ Morgan and Harold Stern. 
Rye Beach opens May 15 with Les 
Brown's Duke Blue Devils. All are 
for at least one week stands. 

Frank Dailey, Jack Denny, Mike 
Riley and Harold Sterns set at 
Brighton. 





Buffalo Band Shifts 


Buffalo, May 4. 
Mal Hallett orchestra set for a 
one-nighter May 14 in Glen Park, 
Williamsville, Buffalo suburb. Harold 


Austin band booked for another sea- 
son at Crystal Beach, Canadian re- 
sort, beginning May 29. Jimmie 
'Lunceford coming in this month for 
lan evening in Eagles’ auditorium. 
| Carlton (Happy) Hauck is beginning 
| his second season in the Alhambra, 
| lakeshore nightery. 

Allan Brooks bands, burned out of 
ballrooms twice within the year, is 
back in Glen Park in a new ball- 
room to replace the one that blazed 
last summer. 

Emilio Caceres now conducting 
and fiddling in Chez Ami minus his 
appendix. 








Harry Moss on Own 


Harry Moss has left 
Green’s Consolidated Radio 


Charli 
Artist 


e 


Ss, 
|}after being with org since its incep- 
tion, to go on his own in band book- 








WARREN AND DUBIN 
TOP THE LIST WITH 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 


SUMMER NIGHT 


HOW COULD You? 


COMING! 
WARREN and DUBIN'S 
GREAT SCORE FRKOM 


THE “SINGING MARINE” 


e 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Bixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Pref. Mar. 








j 
} 
| 
| 








And Now The New 
Novelty Song Sensation 
That Is Stopping All Shows! 


‘THE ORGAN, 
THE MONKEY 


AND ME’ 


A SMASH HIT 
ON EVERY PROGRAM ! 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


One RADIO CITY 















Announcing 
Three Big Song Hit« 


The New 20th Century-Fox 


Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 


‘Travelin’ Light’ 
Ready Soon! 


MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATI 


SAM FOX PUBLISHIN C 


ON 


7 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 





from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 














| HARRY MOSS 


ANNOUNCES HIS’ RESIGNATION FROM CONSOLIDATED 
RADIO ARTISTS, INC., AND THE ESTABLISHING 


OF BOOKING OFFICES AT 


| And His 


| 





1650 Broadway, New York, Suite 701, CIrcle 7-5530 


EXCLUSIVE BOOKING REPRESENTATIVE FOR 


“FATS” WALLER 


ORCHESTRA 


(By Arrangement With Philip L. Ponce, Ine.) 
Fats Waller on tour starting May 28, write—wire—phone for open 
dates, also personally representing the orchestras of 


JCHNNY MESSNER, JULIAN WOODWORTH, 
| DICK DIXON and others. 
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comedy 


lay nig 
sCthin 
eked, 
ihey 
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nh 


executed a 


roe rd 
eaug 


RAY FAIBING 


PRESENTS 


vIOLE | 


DARLAUN 


IN HIS 


HOLLYWOOD INGENUES 


THIS WEEK 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
WISCONSIN NEWS 


COMEDY BILL HEADLINES 


AT PALACE 
By Cecile Lane 
a spring breeze 


Violet Carlson, 
has enhanced 


. Fresh as 
comparison, 


whose slapstick 

several Broadway revues, con- 

vulses spectators with her broad 

but honest comedy, and ridicu- 

lous carieatures of men and 

women you have known.” 
Davenport, la. 


THE DAILY TIMES 


“ . . We give top honors to 
the attractive little blond Violet 
«‘arlson, a comedienne, who 
has ‘it.’ Violet formerly appeared 
with ‘George White’s Scandals,’ 
und in ‘Naughty Marietia,’ and 
has that certain way of putting 
herself over with the customers. 
She has an entertaining line of 


that is sure to ‘click.’ ” 


Sioux Falls, S. D. 
DAILY ARGUS-LEADER 


ENTERTAINER REGISTERS 
HIT AT COSMOPOLITAN 


EXHIBITION 


Comedienne Provokes 
Undignified Hilarity 


By Walter A. Simmons 


honors go to 
Carlson, blond, 


Headline 
Violet 


‘TOW “yt 


lead-pan comedienne.” 


‘Em 
irison panicked 
*ht's audience as a coli- 
audience rarely is pan- 
Her humors ranged from 
» oelfin to the elephantine, but 
were uniformly tickling, 

made her entrance sing- 
x. in a not-bad voice, and 
id in a fluffy something which 
ide her look excessively fem- 
ine, The number over, she 
buck step which re- 


Funster Wows 


“Miss Ce Thurs- 


she 


vealed a pair of unmistakably 
nale galoshes. 
Iler comedy throughout was 


sed on similar 
last costume 


incongruities. 
changes (which 


vou ean wateh if you sit in the 
tiv 
“dige 
the 


rows on the left-hand 
of the auditorium) added to 
fun and confusion. 

It was all sheer insanity, but 
vas also sheer entertainment, 
for a half dozen belly 
and a procession of gig- 
chuckles, whichever you 
in. 


st few 


his 


‘Ss or 


Cedar Rapids, 
CEDAR RAPIDS GAZETTE 


By W. M. 
* 2. It is Violet Carlson, one 
the best comediennes on the 
wa stage for a long time, whom 


sudiences like best.” 


THANKS TO 
AL BORDE and 
FREDDIE ROSENTHAL 


Wednesday, May 5, 1937 











@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Varirry and Clipper) 














Now it was Mrs. Leslie Carter who | 
| cut Montreal out of the book. No like | 
| the criticisms. Few weeks before it 
| had been E. H. Sothern and an over- 
| time jam, Montreal managed to get 
along. 

took $700.- 


five 


Ringling-Barnum show 
000 out of N. Y. in 
tecord 


weeks. 


Paul Whiteman in his fourth week 


it the N. Y. Palace and still a puller- 
inner. Harry Langdon was on the 
same bill in a sketch. Ninth week 


| for Whiteman on two engagements. 
Windup of the burley and 
| 

managers glad. Few had made money 
| and many were heavy losers. 


season 





| New York had 50 little theatres, 
|, with 400 active groups in the entire 
country. 


| May Day strike took 450 musicians 
| out of St. Louis theatres. 





| -Nathan- Burkan, for 
Society of Composers, 
Publishers, seeking to work out some 
method of taxing radio for song 
usage. Westinghouse Co., with four 
stations, admitted liability. 

George W. Lederer advertising in 
out-of-town newspapers for new 
stage talent. Heading Broadway Pro- 


the American 
Authors and 








ductions, Inc., financing corp., with 

capital stated to be $1,000,000. 
Figures showed that only about 

two per cent of. the season’s new 


acts had been clickers. Chiefly due to 


inexperience, 





Leo Feist fighting to restrain 
phonograph people from releasing 
recordings of his songs until the 


sheet music has had a chance. 





Sells-Floto show was trailing the 
Ringling outfit and Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace stalking Main’s outfit. Old cus- 








tom. 

cal 

| N. Y. authorities- relaxed the ban 
lon bare legs in burley shows. Had 
|been all right in musicals for some 


time. 





Mollie Fuller of Hallen and Fuller 
in a Chicago hospital totally blind 
and in need.* Friends saw her 
through. 





O'Neill's ‘Hairy Ape’ hailed as the 
best example of stage cursing. More 
of a novelty then. 


| 
| | 
ies 





Strike F orcing | 


et 


! 
(Continued from page 3) | 





season delays at the studios caused 
ie widespread illness among stars | 


| and featured players, and some ‘un- | 
|usual’ Hollywood weather during | 
| January, threw some of the studios 
| weeks in arrears in production 
| schedules. Some of the plants are 
said to be within reach of normal 
‘producing at present. Any _ inter- 


ruption would create annoyance. 
Examination of ugures furnished 
by home offices of the number of | 
films each plans to release this sea- | 
son reveals that there is a disparity | 
of 50 features between the totals | 
listed on distributor contracts and | 
the number actually to be released. | 
Early in the season 483 features | 
| were listed, not including half a 
hundred western and action films | 
which are sold on series. Latest | 
compilation of releases shows that 
433 films will be released. 
In the nine months from last Au- 
gust to May 1 the national distrib- | 
uting companies released a total of | 





285 pictur +s There remain 148 
films for listing to finish off the sea- 
son, 

Delivery obligations of all dis- 


met within a few 
it is believed, pro- 
which is now at 


tributors will be 
weeks of July 31, 
vided production, 
the summer limit 
not stopped or deferred. 
Just Jurisdictional 
Industry officials in the 
week are viewing the union 
culties on the Coast as strictly a 
jurisdictional fight. Belief in 
was that Hollywood officials would 


east this 
diffi- 


to learn how many were involved. 
Executives count on obtaining a 
| fair deal with the unions on the 
Coast, pointing out companies have 
| dealt with the five major unions for 
| 12 years, always have had their ac- 





| tive co-operation. 





| Sande Williams’, 
| uous music. 


| well at the Trudeau San, 


| Monte: 


| Joe Parker: 


| hue: 


| Zwilling: 


; “$a 
in Hollywood, is 


Ns Xe} 


let the situation drift for a few days | 


N. 0. House Reverts 
To Str. Pix; No Names 


New Orleans, May 4. 


St. Charles 
return to straight picture policy. 

Inability to get stage shows 
high enough quality to please pat- 
rons was given as reason for shift | 
in policy. 





Great Lester, Playing 


Smorgasbord Time; 
May Get Radio Date 


The Great Santee. once the No. 1 
ventriloquist in vaude, is currently 
making a New York comeback at the 
Wivel, Swedish restaurant-nitery. He 


theatre here aban- | 
|doned stage shows Saturday (2), to | 


of Chi’s 


hasn’t shown in N. Y. for around 
seven years. 

Besides the Wivel date, Great 
Lester is auditioning for a spot on| 


Fred Allen’s air program, 

tiations now on for the ventriloquist 

act- to follow the Swedish eatery 

date with an engagement in the 

French Casino's cocktail room. 
Billy Jackson is agenting. 


‘Dick Stabile Band Set 


For Pitt. Return in Fall 


Pittsburgh, May 4. 





Dick Stabile’s band, current at 
Chatterbox, will reopen William 
Penn hotel’s spot in fall. He comes 


months at 
Present en- 


back October 1 for four 
healthy boost in salary. 


gagement winds up May 28, at which | 
| time he'll have completed 10 weeks 


here. 


William Penn’s summer § room, 


with nego- | 


Chi Niteries Lining 





— 
——— 


Up Names, 


Expecting Big Summer Season 





Pop-Priced Vaude 
Spots Mutually Up Scales: 


Chicago, May 4. 
By 
priced vaudfilm houses of the loop. 
Oriental and  State-Lake, have 
boosted their Saturday and Sunday 
evening prices. Oriental goes to 
while the State-Lake rides up 
55c. 
Both houses have been playing to 
turn-away trade on the week-end 
evenings. 


65c.., 
to 


Fox, Detroit Switching 
From Straight Vaude 


To F&M Stage Shows 





Fox theatre, Detroit, operated by 


Dave Idzal, is switching from 
straight vaude to production type 
stage shows, May 21, because of the 


| paucity of name acts and units. Jesse 


| Kaye 


right along. 


, of Fanchon & Marco in New 
York, 
cludes a permanent house line of 
16 girls for the Fox, plus F&M pro- 
viding a producer for the shows. 

Who the producer 
been definitely set. 
stager. however, 
goes, Idzal himself, as 
booking the acts. 

Fox in Detroit is in competish 
with Paramount’s Michigan, which 
has been playing costly stage shows 
Idzal has been meeting 


in the past, 


it right along until the names and 


Urban Roof, reopens in three weeks | 


with two bands, Happy Felton’s 


It’s the first time this 
idea has ever been tried in warm- 
weather spot, although Chatterbox 
pulled it year ago but only briefly. 

Stabile’s new vocalist, Paula Kelly, 
alumna of Major Bowes’ ranks, 
be joined by her sisters shortly to 
give band a trio. Understood also 
that when Gracie Barrie, now in 
‘Show Is On,’ becomes Mrs. Stabile 
this summer, she’ll join outfit as fea- 
tured singer. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Mrs. Tom (Francis) Diamond doing 


2 

Harry Martin here looking for a 
soft summer spot where the fish are 
tame, 

Five years or more of strictly in| 
bed and still smiling are Alice Car- 


/ man, Margaret Newell, Ethel Clouds, 


Marya Blake, Dick Moore, Fred | 
Rith,. Ford Raymond, Armond Monte, 
Chorlie Barrett. 

Lee LaMar, who has a decade of. 
ozoning up here, to get a break over 
local WNBZ as ivory tickler. 


Camile Carpentier (Boston RKO) 
all pepped up over a good report. | Vaude House Competish 
Johnnie De Giovanni bedding it; | 
ditto for Bill Janney. ”” Chiesee, May 4 
At Will Rogers’ Hospital Battle on currently between the 
Sylvia Abbott; Tommy Abbott; Balaban & Katz Chicago and the! 
Marya Blake; Marion Cannon: Ca- | RKO Palace on its shows, both! 
mile Carpentier; Fifi Climas; Ethel | houses claiming to be presenting the 
Clouds; John De Giovanni; Alfred | ‘meat’ of the show which closed last 


De Loraine: Jack Edwards: Charles | 


| Foster; Melvin Fox; Doris Gascoigne: 
| Harry Gordon; Marion Greene; Bill 
Janey; Dorothy Kruse; Beatrice Lee: 


Ed 
Armond 
Mima Morse: 
Cora O'Connell: 
Salvadore Ragone; Ford | 
Raymond; Fred Rith; Eddie Ross: 
Michael Schultz: Ben Schaffer: Garry 
Sitgreaves;: Brian Tracy; Pauline 
Tunicky; Rose Karp; John T. Dona- 
William Milne: Robert W. 
Burke: Mark Vance: Willard Patter- 
son; Joseph Tio: Danny Lee; Jules 
Eddie Dowd. 

In the Village 
Claude Lawson, 68 Lake 
Chris Hagedorn, 
street: Tommy Vicks, Russ Kelly, 
Broadway: Jimmy Cannon, 
woods San; Ray Ketchem, 


John Louden; Peggy McCarthy; 
McGushion: Mollie Mantel: 
Richard Moore: 
Margaret Newell: 


; avenue, 


rett, 302 
18 Academy street: Alice Carman, 
Lake Flower avenue: 
| son, 91 Broadway: 
Platzman, 28 Church 
Mansfield, Riverside Drive; 
| La Mar, S. S. Cottage; 
O'Reilly, 40 Main street. 


Mrs. 
street: 


Write te those you know in Sara- 


nac or elsewhere who are sick. 


Flower 
28 Church 
19 
North- 
10 South 
Hope street; Harry and Charlie Bar- 
Broadway: Mannie Lowy, 
36 
George Ander- 
Fugene 
Lillian 

Lee 
Helen 


and | 
providing contin- | 


will | 


Trudeau, | 
| threatened with 


became scarce. He. fig- 
policy to last 


b.o. units 
ures the production 
through the summer. 


Pitt.’s No. 1 Roadhouse 





Okayed for Liquor 


Pittsburgh, May 4. 
Possibility that Bill Green, opera- 
tor of most flourishing roadhouse in 
this district, might have to shut 
down, was eliminated over week- 


end when Pennsylvania Liquor Con- | 


trol Board okayed his booze license 
for another year. Green was pinched 
recently for having slot machines 


$300. 


Liquor law in this state forbids 


any gambling devices in spots dis- | 
was | 
revocation of his. 


pensing alcohol and Green 


license time. He _ insisted racket 


_ezars forced him to put in machines | 
| against his will and testified to that | 
,effect before grand jury, also nam- | 


| ing higher-ups which resulted in 
| flock of arrests. 
Charlie Gaylord’s band is current 


| at Green’s, succeeding Bob McGrew. 





2 F. C. Shows in Chi 


week at the Casino Parisien in the 
Morrison hotel. 

Chicago has the ‘Revue Montpar- 
nasse’ with the production, the 
; scenery and Emile Boreo from the 
Casino. However, the Palace has 
Buster Shaver and midgets, 
|}and George, and the Bredwins, 
were also in the 
revue. 


‘Montparnasse’ 





M.C.’s SLICE 
Audrey Sieber, permanent mis- 
|tress of ceremonies at Warner's 
Earle, Washington, underwent an 
emergency appendectomy last week. 
Recovering nicely. 


tacit agreement, the two pop- | 


in his nitery and subsequently fined 


Olive | 
who | 


Chicago, 
Expecting the biggest 
| season since the World’s Fair 


May 4. 


summer 


years, 
local niteries are beginning to line 
up 
with the spots which formerly got 


special names and attractions, 


along without marquee-shock talent 
on the hunt for names for the new 
policy. 

Among these niteries are the Con- 
tinental Room of the Stevens, which 
starts off this new policy by bring- 
| ing in Lillian Roth to head its floo: 


show: Cocoanut Grove _ roaderie. 
| which is negotiating for the Ted 
| Lewis orchestra; the Bon-Air road- 
| spot, which is talking for Sophie 
| Tucker at $2,500 for a four-week 
| deal. And then there is the Casino 
Parisien in the Hotel Morrison, 


| which has decided to switch its next 
}show from the straight production 
and nude policy to a b.o. name try. 

Number of conventions booked for 
Chi this summer are ahead of any- 
thing since 1934, with the hotels al- 
ready almost completely booked fu: 
the Braddock-Louis fight. 


last week set a deal which in- |} 





CURTIS & ALLEN REP 
NITERY REVUE TOURS 


Curtis & Allen agency this week 
, took over the agenting of the touring 
Hollywood rest., N. Y., revue. Unit 
had been handled by NBC's artists’ 
bureau and features Jack Waldron 
and Iris Adrian. 

C & A also set a deal with Jay Fag- 
gen, operator of the Harlem Uproar 
| House, Broadway nitery, to send its 
'current colored floor show out as a 
| unit. Erskine Hawkins’ orchestra 


will be has not | 
The line and the | 
are, as far as F&M | 


will be featured. 








Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 
AT THE 
‘“‘Home of Swing”’ 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS . 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 











OLIVE 


ANDREE 
SAMUELS 


May 1st to 31st 
‘‘Feniks,"’ Krakow, Poland 


‘WHITEY 
ROBERTS 
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Anti-Stripping Reform Wave Hits 
Outposts on Heels 


A reform movement against the- 
atres and niteries using off-color en- 
tertainment appears to be gaining 
national momentum on the heels of 
New York’s shutdown of all bur- 
jesque theatres. Action is now being 
taken or planned in several keys, in- 
cluding Montreal, Canada. All emu- 
late N. Y. City which, after numer- 
ous complaints from church and 
civic groups, last week refused to 
renew the licenses of 14 strip-em- 
poriums. 

In Chicago, burlesque and night 
club operators are admittedly pa- 
nicky about the eastern trends. Chi 
has always appeared to follow N. Y.’s 
lead in taking the wraps off show 
business, or putting them on. A 
Broadway reform wave, burlesque 
and nitery men in Chi admit, is 
bound to reflect on the midwest 
city’s mode of entertainment. 

Out-of-town analysis of N. Y.’s 
drastic step is best exemplified by 
the statement made yesterday (Mon- 
day) in Washington by Wilbur La- 
Roe, chairman of the Civic Affairs 
Committee of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches. 
that he would file a complaint with 
the police against the Capital’s lone 
burlesk house, LaRoe said: 

‘There’s no sense in the Capital 


putting up with a condition New | 


York will not tolerate.’ 


Detroit police have already started | 


a cleanup drive on that city’s niter- 


ies, chiefly sniping at strippers and | 


female impersonators. A conference 
on the situation there is scheduled 
to be held today between Police 
Superintendent Fred W. Frahm and 
the operators of eight niteries.. 
Rising antipathy to smut and nu- 


dity in the niteries first came to the | 


surface a few weeks ago in Chicago, 
with Detroit later showing the same 
trend, when the top hotel and nitery 
ops objected to the Chicago papers 
mingling the advertisements of the 
joints with the Grade A spots. One 
result of this was the ban by the 
Chicago Daily News on ads and pub- 
licity copy from the hideaway spots. 
A week or so later Hearst followed 
suit in Detroit, but as yet hasn't 
taken steps in Chicago. 





Detroit’s Drive 
Detroit, May 4. 
Opening shot in police cleanup 
drive on local nocturne spots re- 
sulted in the arrest Saturday (1) of 
Chang Lee, stripper billed as a Chi- 
nese princess at the Corktown Tav- 


ern, On charges of dancing in the | 


nude. She was released on $300 
bond on disorderly conduct count. 
Raid on nitery is first of new at- 


tempt to rid town of obscene floor: 


shows, according to Police Supt. Fred 


W. Frahm, who has ordered owners | 


of eight local spots to conference to- 
morrow (Wed.). Femme imps, strip- 
tease acts and ‘back to nature’ shows 
must go, Frahm decreed after num- 
erous complaints from natives. Strip- 
tease turns have only recently made 
headway in local niteries, while rnale 
revues have dominated nocturne en- 
tertainment here for some months. 


h 
d 


+ tg with patrons at tables, in viola- 


on of state liquor laws. 


; Eight nite clubs, whose owners 
ave been summoned by Frahm, are | 


French Casino, Club Mayfair, Fron- 
€nac Cafe, Club Villa D, Bernhardt’s 


Blue Lantern, Black Cat Cafe, Gam- | 


ble’s Inn, and Goeldi’s Cafe. 
me fanwhile, state liquor commish 
riday (30) extended curfew on De- 


‘roit and outstate nite spots, aimed | 


4a blow to 


, increasing number of 
Speakeasies, 


Ruling gives clubs extra 


alf hour for patrons to sip drinks, | 





extending th i 9 | 
t0 2:30 a.m, e closing time from 2 
And in Canada, Too 
A Montreal, May 4. 


- death-blow to 30 of Montreal's 
‘l) by Hon. Maurice Duplessis, Pre- 


mier and Att 
Quebec. orney General of 


newal 0 


D { their dance floor licenses. 
Juplessj 


S stated that the move was 


& 


In declaring | 


Frahm also charges entertainers | 
ave been accepting invitations to | 


niteries was delivered Saturday | 


when he refused them re- | 


of N.Y. Burly Bans 





|PHILLY NITERY STRIKE 
NEARS SETTLEMENT 


Philadelphia, May 4. 
Strike of waiters at Arcadia-Inter- 
national was settled except for two 
issues at meeting here yesterday 
(Monday). Final agreement pos- 
sibly will be reached today. 
| Pickets were called off Friday 
| night (30) when Operator Art Padula 
;refused to confer while they were 
parading. 





Radio Acts No 
Draw at Buff. 
Charity Show 


Buffalo, May 4. 

| An array of. radio stars failed to 
|draw as expected at Buffalo's first 
|annual Joint Charities and Commun- 
ity Fund Town Party, held Thurs- 
|'day night (27) in the mammoth new 





| state armory. 

Walter O’Keefe was m.c., Jane 
|Froman, Tom Howard, George Shel- 
ton, Frank Crumit, Julia Sanderson, 
the Four Eton Boys and Arthur 
|Boran were among the widely pub- 
|licized entertainers. Around 15,000 
customers were expected, but only 
3,000 showed. 

Although the committee isn’t say- 
ing much about it, the nut was prob- 
ably over $9,000, with the loss com- 
ing to around $5,000, 


Balto Nitery Op Holds 
Public Office 1 Day, 
Then Came the War 


Baltimore, May 4. 

Max Cohen, who operates Oasis 
here, was appointed justice of the 
peace by Governor Nice and held of- 
fice for exactly one day. The honor, 
a somewhat empty one, carries with 
it privilege of acknowledging legal 
documents and sitting in precinct 
courts upon appointment by chief of 
police. 

Morning and Evening Sun here, 
however, used appointment to fur- 
ther rib Governor Nice. Hue and 
cry gathered momentum from vari- 
ous reform circles and Nice re- 
| quested Cohen resign his commis- 
sion, which he did pronto. 

Oasis, located .in slum section, 
plays up location and low down 
policy in its advertising and has op- 
erated at same spot for 10 years. 
Cohen, who makes a hobby of poli- 
tics, took appointment as a gag. 














interests of morality 
investigation by 


made in the 
after a six-month 
the city police. 

Cabarets still have their liquor 
| licenses, but the police have recom- 
{mended withdrawal of these also. 

Nix on dancing and therefore floor 
shows in the 30 niteries here is a 
severe blow to musicians. 





Checking Philly Niteries 
Philadelphia, May 4. 
Floor shows and general condi- 
tions in every nitery in Pennsy will 
be given the official 0.0. by state 
inspectors. Orders were handed 
down by Liquor Control Board Sat- 
urday (1). It claimed it was dis- 
satisfied with job now being done 


by local enforcement officials. Board | 
‘ap- 


said check was prompted by 
palling conditions.’ 

‘With more than 14,000 places 
holding liquor licenses,’ said board, 


{ 


‘we have been depending to great 
j extent on local authorities to enforce 
law on Sunday sales, sales to miners, 
sales after hours. sales to intoxicated 
persons and. for décency of fioor 
shows.’ 


+> 


AUALY SHUTOOWN 
MEANS EXPANSION 


If and When the 14 Strip 
Tease Emporiums Are 
Permanently Banned, Va- 
riety Entertainment and 


Unit Shows Will Move In 





MINSKYS HAVE PLANS 


Shutdown of New York's 14 bur- 
lesque theatres Saturday (1), via the 
refusal of License Commissioner 
Paul Moss to renew their licenses, is 
expected to reflec Adenefirialiy ‘ on 
vaudeville. If and when the ban on 


courts, the trade sees the burley ops 
turning to variety entertainment in 
a semi-production form. 

Denial of licenses to the 14 thea- 
tres does not mean a complete shut- 
down for these houses, as some be- 
lieve. It holds only so far as the 
showing of burlesque entertainment 


as objected to by various N. Y. 
church and civic’ bodies, with 
licensing probably readily forth- 


coming if the policies switch to 
vaudeville, pictures or legit. 

Already talking vaude policies of 
one form or another are the Gaiety, 
at 46th and Broadway, and Minskys’ 
Oriental, B’way and 5Slst_ street. 
Former house is operated by Abe 
Minsky and Izzy Herk, while H. K. 
and Morton Minsky are the im- 
presarios at the Oriental. 

According to tentative plans, the 
Oriental will play stage shows of the 
unit style, while the Gaiety, will also 
have unit productions. Other im- 
portant burley houses, such as the 
Republic, Eltinge, Irving Place and 
People’s, are waiting for a final de- 
cision from the courts on the legality 
of Moss’ refusal to renew the bur- 
lesque licenses before thinking about 
other policies, 

Oriental is set to adopt the col- 
ored-show policy May 14, at a grind 
scale of 25-35-55c. Sam Stiefel, oper- 
ator of three Negro vaudfilmers, the 
Royal, Balto; Nixon-Grand, Philly, 
and Howard, Washington, yesterday 
(Tuesday ) concluded a deal with the 
Minsky Bros. whereby he will open 
his shows at the Oriental before 
touring the trio of theatres he oper- 
ates. 


First flesh layout at the Oriental 
will consist of a unit built around 
Lucky Millinder’s band. The Don 
Redman crew will backbone the 
show outlined for the second stanza. 


Apollo theatre on 42nd street, be- 
cause of an agreement between the 
owner of the property and Max 
Wilner & Emmet Callahan (Ann 
Corio’s husband), burlesk ops, will 
have to adopt some sort of stage 
policy or else go dark. Léase was 
worded so as to protect the Times 
Square, next door to the Apollo and 
under the same ownership, from op- 
position to its grind picture policy. 

Burlesque’s switch to variety talent 
will mean the elimination of strip- 
pers and nudity and a return to the 
burlesque of 60 years ago, when it 
was called variety and was a family 
entertainment. It actually started to 
get dirty around the early 1880's, 
when there was a schism in its ranks, 
the cleaner side becoming vaudeville 
and the other, later on, burlesque. 

Greatest benefit of burlesque’s 
probable reformation will fall to the 
vaudeville performer, and eventually 
to show biz in general, through pro- 
| viding a developing ground for acts 
'that has been absent for the 
}several years. Years ago, burlesque 
was the most prolific talent feeding 
ground for vaude and legit talent. 





burlesque is made permanent by the“ 





a 8 oo 


) HIGH 








past | 


Jersey Shore Niteries, Strawhats 


Doll Up for Pre-Depresh Summer 





CHI CHEZ PAREE SETS | 
TED LEWIS, 36 SHOW 


Chicago, May 4. 

Ted Lewis’ orchestra goes into the 
Chez Paree here May 25 for a fiv e- | 
week stay. Reported in at $5,000 | 
net. 

Replaces the Henry Busse orches- 
tra which goes out for a road tour, 
but will be ba¢ék on the Chez band- | 
stand on July 2. 

With the Lewis orchestra and a 
floor show costing around $3,000 be 
sides, it will be one of the most ex-| 
pensive cafe shows in: the history of 
nitery biz in Chi. | 


JACK BENNY’S 
RADIO DATES — 
IN DALLAS 





Jack Benny and Mary Livingston 
have been signed as a free-act by} 
the Greater Texas, Pan-American | 
Exposition in Dallas for three days, | 
July 3-5. They'll do one _ show| 
nightly, with salary for the date set | 
at $15,500. | 

Performance will be in the Catton | 
Bowl, stadium seating nearly 60,000. 
Admish will be gratis. 

Figured by the expo officials that | 
the No. 1 radio comedy act will draw 
plenty of visitors to the expo} 
grounds. 

Expo last week also signatured Art 
Jarrett and Jack Arthur as singers 
for the Casino nitery. Both open 
with the expo June 12, Jarrett for | 
10 weeks and Arthur for six. Jack 
Klotz agented. 


WB Bicycling Special — 
Unit in Chi to Gauge 
Vaude’s B.0. Reaction 


Chicago, May 4. 

Real instance of bicycling between 
theatres is taking place around the 
southside Warner Bros. houses this | 
week, with Bob Hawk, local ether 
fav, biking his ‘Radio Swing Revue’ | 
show between at least two theatres 
each evening. 

Hawk’s unit plays, for instance, 
the Highland for the 8:15 p.m. show, | 
and then makes the Ogden for the 
9:30 show. Warners is using this 
unit idea in a special b.o. campaign | 
on the southside to see what it} 
means in the face of double features. | 


MacQuarrie Hits Road 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Haven MacQuarrie opens a 14- | 
week tour at the State-Lake, Chi- 
cago, May 14. 
He will recruit local talent for his 
‘Do You Want To Be An Actor?’ } 
skit. 








DAVIS BACK TO VAUDE 
Pittsburgh, May 4. 
Finished with his flicker chore in 
Par’s ‘Mountain Music,’ Rufe Davis 
hill-billy comic, returns east this 
week for vaude dates. 


He opens here at Stanley Friday 


|'To mention a few, those who came! (7) on bill with Guy Lombardo’s 


it of burlesque included James 
Barton, Sophie Tucker, Fannie Brice. 
| Jack Pearl, Bert Lahr, Weber and 


| 
' 


Fields, Willie and Eugene Howard. 
| Bobby Clark. 
It will mean a greater stress on | 


comedy, something that has been a 
j routine and set thing in burlesque 
for the past eight or 10 years. 
was that few new comedians have 
been developed in the past six vears 


| Saturday 


band and Jimmy and Nora Bell 


Doubling Schnozz 
Chicago, May 4. 
Closing of ‘Red Hot and Blue’ 
(1), lets Jimmy Durante 
double between Chez Paree and Chi- 


Result | cago theatre, rather than Chez and 


i ‘Red Hot.’ 


Set for Chicago week of 14th. | 


| tainment enterprise 
| vacash trade, 
! 


iis tidying 
| stock. 


| other 
l'on Deal 


|} converted into a show boat. 


Asbury Park, N. J., May 4. 


Anticipating the best season since , 


pre-depression days, the North Jer- 
sey coast is burning the midnight 


| oil to present a solid front of enter- 


to the summer 
Niteries are going the 
limit in new furniture and fixtures, 
while the seashore straw hat circuit 
half a dozen spots for 


Ralph Maurice is slated for 
season at Ross-Fenton Farms 
Lake, and plans the usual 
week-end importations of Broadway 
talent. flop last 
mer, will try to climb out of 
red, with a new syndicate 
rolling the West End spot. Jimmy 
Isola has enlarged and renovated 
his Kingsley Arms retreat. Guido 
goes back to Mon Paris at the Mon- 
mouth County Country Club, while 
Tory’s and the Maison Folci are 
dressing up for Memorial Day ‘open- 
ings,’ although they have been 
erating at a profit all winter. 


an- 


Trocadero, a sum 
the 


bank- 


op- 


The Monterey Hotel will stick to 
Meyer Davis music, and the Berke- 
ley-Carteret will retain Connie At- 
kinson’s band in Crystal Room. 


Andy Kress combo is due back at 
Avon Inn, and Ada Walsh already 
is dishing out torch tunes at the 


Coleman House.. Vivian J@hnson, 
whose Monmouth Beach spot burned 
down two seasons ago, is negotiating 
for the same Long Branch spot she 
occupied last summer. 


Floating Strawhat 
Newest wrinkle in summer the- 


atres has popped up at Long Branch, 
where the Mary Patten—one-time 


| flagship of the New York and Long 


Branch steamboat company—will be 
Backers 
plan to use a sister ship, the Little 
Silver, as a floating nitery, with a 
gangplank connecting the two side- 
wheelers now anchored in _ the 
Shrewsbury River. State ABC Com- 
missioner D, Frederick Burnett has 
been asked by Long Branch officials 
to approve liquor license for the 
Little Silver. 


The Warren Players will return 
to Spring Lake; the Monmouth Com- 
munity Players have taken over the 
Deal Conservatoire, leased last sea- 
son by the Fiske-Hammond outfit 
which produced “Timber House.’ The 
Point Pleasant Playshop plans an- 
other season of revivals and several 
new plays. 

Boardwalk 


entertainment will 


| touch a new high. Name bands have 


caught on at Walter Reade’s Casino, 
and Reade is readying the beach- 
front auditorium for matinee danc- 
ing. The Convention Hall, also un- 
der Reade management on a five- 


'year lease with this resort town, may 


house professional sports, although 
no deals have been closed, 


William Hoffman, of New York, 


has taken over the Long Branch 
greyhound racing plant for two 
years, and will bring midget auto 
|racers back to the shore, running 


two nights a week. Night baseball, 
and the usual round of Sunday polo, 
state golfing events and water car- 
nivals will complete the outdoor 
program. 

The annual Sea Bright invitation 
tennis tournament, one of the high- 
lights of the Eastern net campaign, 
will be held the week of July 26, 
and the Naticnal Sweepstakes, out- 
standing speedboat classic, will take 
place on the Shrewsbury River, Aug. 
14-16. 


Bergen, Gray Split 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Jerry Bergen has moved over from 
the Club Casanov. to Paramount for 


a comedy part in ‘Artists and 
Models’ following 100 consecutive 
weeks jin nitery with Billy Gray, 


who goes east for engagements. 

Casanova's new show includes Hal 
Howard’s band, Beth Wilson, Earl 
and Josephine’ Leach and Rex 
Weber. 
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Restaurant LaRue, N. Y., remains 
one of those nicer 


save in the judicious society chan- 


nels, with result the mob _ hasn't | 
started to pile in. That’s been a 
penalty, too often, of some of the | 


overly w.k. class joints, proving that 
ballyhoo can work both ways, espe- | 
cially since the Broadway columns | 
have virtually become house-organs 
for this or that spot. Frances Mad- 
dux is the new feature, a returner 
here, and is one of the milder ex- 
ponents of the school of pianologists 
whose ‘low songs wow high hats,’ to 
re-quote a recent Variety headline 
Her stuff is pert but not too saucy, 
and she has a nice style of selling 
ite? Eddie Davis’ competent 
combo is strong musical backer-up- 
per for the terp tunes, and the al- 
ternating rhumba combo is there 
for the Latin and waltz tempos. 


Barney Gallant’s new _ spot in 
Greenwich Village is distinguished 
among other items by the geograph- 
ical note which indicates how far 
the ‘Village’ is spreading. Its focal 
axis still is Sheridan and Washing- 
ton Squares, but G.V., from all indi- 
cations, is due for a new boom, what 
with more building, improved condi- 
tions and general rehabilitation of 
the sector. 

Flock of new niteries downtown 
near the Washington Arch and there 
are more pubs and taverns now in 
the field, in that limited area, than 
ever before. 

Club Barney, Gallant calls it, 
is a comeback venture for the 
former ‘Mayor of Greenwich Vil- 
lage.’ It’s a two-story room, with a 


as 
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environments | larger 
which haven’t been over-publicized, | dining room. 


| Gallant days. 
| is now 


dance | 


| begin 


| respectful buildup by his associates, | 


| 


| mains a landmark. 
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Burlesk Ban 








spacious downstairs bar and an even 

air-conditioned upstairs 
No dance music, just 
a few specialists—accordion, pianiste, 
et al., withal as chi-chi and attract- 
ive an environment as in the halcyon 
That the table d’hote 
$1.50 and the drinks mod- 
erately priced, is, of course, in keep- 
ing with the trend of the times. 





New Raleigh Room of the Hotel 
| Warwick, N. Y., has caught on to} 
such a degree with Jack Kerr’s or- } 


chestra for the cocktail dansants that 
Sunday have been added. 
New barmen, however, if you ask 
for a new (to them) drink, or some 
special recipe, have speakeasy price 
ideas just because the drinks are 
a little tougher to mix. However, 
the captain usually adjusts that, as 
has occurred. This is the room 
which is border-lined with pseudo- 
crests of N. Y. notables, as the artist 
conceived them, if the said per- 
sonalities had coats-of-arms. 


sessions 


Eddie Leonard as a nitery attrac- 
tion is more than a casual click. To 
with, in the apropos setting 
and background of Bill Hardy’s Gay 
Nineties spot, N. Y., Leonard has all | 
the necessary environment. Given a 


vet minstrel man 
why he was the. first 
make ‘Ide’ popular. 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Ida.’ 
Leonard, under cork, in impec- 
cable minstrelsy regalia, is a fine 
figure, lithe and youthful, he beties 
any vet antiquity as he troupes his 
ballads in grand manner. 
Otherwise, Bill’s Gay Nineties re- 
Jerry White is alt 
the helm with his pianology and ar- 
rangements; Rudy Madison, a juve | 
of much promise, whams ’em with 
his ballads; Ethel Gilbert is an ef- 
fective prima and the rest of the | 
stock company continues per usual. 
And behind the scenes is Bill Hardy, 
cousin of Jack (and Charlie; 21 
Club), who are also interested in 
this institution. 
Nick Bates, since taking over the 
Maisonette Russe (the old Helen 
Morgan Club spot, and not the 
Maisonette in the Hotel St. Regis, 
N. Y.) has relabeled part of the 
place the Merry-Go-Round. That 
dates back to his speakeasy back- 
ground, when the M-G-Round was a 
fave oasis. However, the hybrid | 
name—calling the outer bar by one | 
name, and the dining room the 
Maisonette Russe—seems a needless- 
ly complicated proposition. Be that 
as it may, however, in Harry Rosen- 
thal the Maisonette is.taking on new | 
gusto. Rosenthal’s dansapation has 
always been ultra and he’s attract- 


the proves anew 
comedian to 


Then came 








ing a smart bunch. Incidentally, 
! Rosenthal is slated to open in the 
new de luxe restaurant at the Paris 
Exposition in June, 





Sonny Kendis, now batoning the 


Stork Club, will make a rep for him- 
self. He’s of the Eddy Duchin style 
of pianologistic-maestros, and the 
way he marathons the dance ses- 
sions and has the kids on the hoof 
constantly augurs well for this nitery 
dance band newcomer. He’s a 
youngster who arranges his own 
stuff and manifests an unusual flair 
in his style of dispensing the terp 
tunes. Gus Martel is alternate band 
for the tango-rhumba sets. 

The Stork remains the Stork, get- 
ting a polyglot bunch on certain 














nights, and quite chi-chi on others. 
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garded merely as routine. Burlesque 
has reached the point where the 
frankest exponents of a strippery 
are covered by about six square 
inches of cloth and a pair of slippers. 
Beyond that it is not possible to go 
in the public eye. 
nudity having gone the distance, 
there is nothing to look forward to 
| in this 
dispensation may force a return to} 
the halcyon days of burlesque, when 
it really was entertainment. 


« 


| the burlesque stage has always been 
a feeder to 
| branches. 


| lesque were depleted of its ace come- 
| dians more rapidly than a new sup- 


dance music of the No. 1 band at the | 


burlesque. 
over the Columbia wheel and forced 
a clean-up, it 
be funny 
been claimed by some that eventu- 
ally 
that it ceased to interest. 
the fact. 
with 
comedians were better able to show 
their mettle and were snapped up 
for* musical comedy and vaudeville. 








| to do far better things if forced to 
| carry the shows. They see no reason 
be- | 


| inferior class of mentality than was 


(Continued from page 1) 





Solo and mass 





direction. Perhaps the new 


It has always been a fact that dirt 
and cleverness did not consort in 
When Sam Scribner took 


became necessary to 
instead of smutty. It has 


burlesque was made so clean 
This is not 
real answer is that, 
performances, the 


The 
cleaner 


From the time burlesque was de- 
veloped by Ida Siddons, around 1880, 


its more dignified 
It has supplied Broadway | 
with scores of comedians of the cali- 
bre of Dan McAvoy, Matthews and 
Bulger and their like, but Broadway 
managers looked askance ai bur- 
lesque comics because of their tend- 
ency to go blue if the laughs lan- | 
guished. With the comedians show- | 
ing they could be clean and clever 
at the same time, the take-up was 
more rapid and the ranks of bur- 


ply could be trained. 
Scribner’s Last Stand 

At that time New York was under 
the double wrap of Scribner on the 
inside and the police on the outside. 
It is only 15 years ago that the police 
finally consented to lay off burlesque 
shows in which the girls were per- 
mitted to appear with bare legs. 
Diagonally across the street from the 
Columbia theatre (now the Mayfair, 
picture house, on Seventh avenue 
and 47th street, N. Y.), the Winter 
Garden had gone in for the extremes 
of nudity at a time when bare legs 
a few hundred feet away meant a 
court summons. Burlesque clamored 
for equal rights, and got them, never | 
realizing that there was this impor- 
tant difference: that the Winter Gar- 
den displays and those at similar 
legitimate houses were tempered 
with taste and artistic feeling. When 
they became the burlesque displays 
they were just flesh, wherein lay the 
difference, just as it does today. 

But burlesque saw only the fact of 
flesh; not its possibilities. It had lost 
its dependable comedians.’ The less 
experienced newcomers felt that 
with nudity a draw it was less in- 
cumbent upon them to give value re- 
ceived. They no longer’ worried 
about their material. They were 
merely there to space the gaps be- 
tween strippers, and they became 
more and more apathetic. They 
ceased all effort, accepting without 
protest their relegation. The stages 
which saw the pranks of Bert Leslie, 
Joe Penner, Jack Pearl, and others 
of that rank were given over to a 
dispirited crew who mumbled the 
lines of the standard ‘bit’ and let it 
go at that. 


Plenty of Good Talent 

If the Legion of Decency suc- 
ceeds in driving crass nudity out of 
burlesque it may upset conditions 
for a time, but it may mean the 
remaking of burlesque on older and 
sounder lines. It may, at long last, 
prove to be the salvation and not the 
damnation of burlesque. 

It is nobody’s secret tnat even to- 
day there are in the ranks of the 
burlesque comedians men competent 


for exerting themselves today 
cause they not only play second fid- 
dle, but are working to a distinctly 


Percy G. Williams’ Circle, where it 
prospered for an entire season, 
Many have not forgotten Harry Mor- 
ris’ ‘A Night on Broadway,’ a Berlin 
operetta which had two big seasons 
and was offered a summer run at 
that same circle. Morris was vaca- 
tioning in Germany and beat Al 
Woods to the rpoperty by 24 hours. 
Still fresher in™ memory 
lection of the Jean Bedini produc- 
tions, several of which ran at the 
Columbia during the summer fol- 
lowing a prosperous season on the 
road. 

It is merely a question of recruit- 
ing a proper company, getting a 
good vehicle, dressing it smartly and 
not too extravagantly, and keeping 
it clean. 

Burlesque is elastic; more so, per- 
haps, than any other form of theat- 
rical entertainment. Back around 
1902 Harry Morris, playing a Chi- 
cago engagement, ran into a New 
York critic, there on a visit. ‘lll 
show you burlesque at its very 
worst,” he offered, ‘on condition that 
you say in your notice that when 
I bring my show into New York it 
will be clean.’ 

The promise was made and the 
critic was taken with the troupe to 
St. Louis, where Morris sought to 
beat (and did) the record of Rice 
and Barton, who had beaten his own 
earlier-in-the-season top figures. He 
augmented his show with a troupe of 
seven cooch dancers and The Girl in 
Blue, regarded as the most daring 
dancer of the day. The opening day 
at the Standard theatre Morris or- 
dered the curtain down on the finale 
of her dance. It was a little too 
tough for him. Three months later 
he brought the show, a travesty on 
‘Cyrang de Bergerac,’ into New York 
and won the approval of two tough 
writers on the daily papers for the 
cleverness of his work. The same 
show, but in New York, played ‘as 
rehearsed.’ In St. Louis it was 
dirtied almost beyond recognition. 
A burlesque troupe gauged the per- 
formance to suit the temper of the 


town, It can be done today. 
Give them such shows as Scrib- 
ner’s ‘Morning Glories,” L. Law- 


his ‘Parisian Widows,’ 
competition of the strip-tease, and 
burlesque may again come to the 
fore. It may take a year or two to 
reclaim the old patrons, but it can 
be done, and with eventual profit. 

It is useless to fight against the 
combined religious forces of the 
Catholic Church, the Protestant or- 
ganizations and those of the Jewish 
faith, all solidly banded together and 
flushed with their triumph over mo- 
tion pictures. The next best thing is 
to admit defeat and begin anew 
upon another tack. It is futile to 
argue that it will not be possible to 
populate the road with clean bur- 
lesques when there are fewer than 
half a dozen good musicals a season 
in New York. Burlesque does not 
require as much. Less will be ex- 
pected of it and the investment for 
an entire show will require less coin 
than the cost of two sets of costumes 
for a Broadway musical. 

The public is growing tired of the 
strip-tease. It has seen all there is 
to see. It will fall of its own lack 
of progress presently. It may very 
well happen that the Minskys with 
their blatant and exuberant press 
work have unwittingly done the 
business a good turn in goading the 
churchly folk into an anti-burlesque 
crusade, 





Marlow Staples Falls 
At L.A.; Back Broken 


Los Angeles, May 4. 
Marlow Staples sustained a broken 
back and a possible skull fracture in 
a fall at the Hippodrome theatre 
Sunday (2). The trapeze performer 
fell when a mouth strap broke. 





Toby Wing’s Tour 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Toby Wing and Bob Oakly will 
open a three-week swing around the 
midwest on a personal appearance 
tour starting May 27. 





represented by the audiences of 20 
years ago. If they are forced to 
carry the burden, many of them can 


give competent performances and it 
| will be only a question of time when | 


the old paironage returns to provide 
proper appreciation. Burlesque may 
not only come back to its own, but 


| it may move into the slot once oc- 


| cupied 


| which, 
taken off the wheel and installed at | 


by the straight 
shows. Trade observers 
growing demand for vaudeville in 
the back country. It is possible that 
burlesque can supply this demand. 

Still within the memory of the 
old timers is the success of Mortimer 
Thiess’ ‘Wine, Women and Song’ 
following its premiere, was 


report a 


vaudeville | 


First stand will be the State-Lake. 
Chicago. 








Paul Sper Turns Teacher 
Toledo, May 4. 
Paul Spor is out of the night club 


emceeing to operate training schools 


for would-be professionals. 
His last m. c. date at Kin Wa Low 
club here, 





is recol- | 


} 
| 
| 





Nitery Reviews 








MAYFAIR 


(BOSTON) 


Boston, May 1. 
For past two seasons there haya 
been many reports and promises «/ 
big name bookings in local niteries 


| There have been flashes in the pan: 


but nothing important has been done 
about it until late this season. Ger- 


| trude Niesen is the current entry in 


rence Weber's ‘Dainty Duchess’ and | 
remove the | 


with his windjammer. 
,is the prima and okay. 


an impressive list of names includ- 
ing Hal LeRoy, Belle Baker and 
Benny Fields, who have come and 
conquered. 


With a $1.50 minimum and po 
cover, the policy has some of the 
local situp boys baffled; but Ben 


Ginsburg continues to book ’em in to 
the tune of handsome biz. Theo- 
retically, chiselers can buy one drink 
and catch the show from the adia- 
cent lounge bar, but this small-tim- 
ing has thus far been negligible. 

Well-stocked with nifty arrange- 
ments, an abundance of s.a., and an 
engaging husky voice that demands 
attention, Miss Niesen vocaled four 
tunes when caught. Three of these 
were standards (‘Heat Wave,’ ‘Cu- 
caracha’ and ‘St. Louis’). ‘Where 
Are You’ was her fourth offering, 
and slightly more interesting be- 
cause not so hackneyed on stage and 
nitery floor. 

Ross Irwin, m.c., is another solid 
singer on the current bill and two 
standard numbers (‘Marie’ = and 
‘Comme Ca’) won him a demand fo: 
more. He obliges later by vocal- 
ing ‘Miss Otis Regrets’ for Avila and 
Nile, dance team, who give a modern 
interpretation of the number. Of 
three numbers by this duo, the ‘Otis’ 
specialty is by far the best. Janis 
Williams appears twice in taps and 
fast acro, adding needed action to a 
generally Nall acre show. 

Joe Smith’s band has been here 
for past four months and is filling 
the bill for dancers; although for 
sideliners it offers little diversion 
from the conventional. Smith han- 
dies himself with dignity and the 
right amount of grin and gestures. 
Dud Goldman, violinist, plays for the 
act competently. 

Jane Whitney, with the band, is 
easy on the eyes and ears. Pete 
Herman sings comedy and scat, and 
Al Maglita vocals the ballads. 

Fox. 


GAUCHO, N. Y. 


Dimitri’s Club Gaucho is a Green- 
wich Village institution in N, Y. It’s 
an intime basement boite, of the 
vintage which really bespeaks the 
Village of yesteryear in atmosphere 
and adheres to a high standard al- 
though at more or less pop price via 
a $1.50 and $2 table d’hote, etc. 


The dancing team of Helen Virgil 
and Dimitri is the chief floor show 
interlude, with the latter, who hosts 
the place, also m.c.’ing and generally 
greeting. Apparently it’s principally 
a personality draw proposition and 
the whyfore is obvious. Miss Virgil 
is a tallish, but personable, via-a-vis 
as dance partner. She’s Mrs. D. in 
private life. 

Current floor show motif is ‘Mexi- 
can Fiestas,’ with respective special- 
ists. Vacearo’s Gauchos, a fetching 


,dance band, mixes up the Latin 


rhythms with the _  foxtrotology. 
Vaccaro conducts via his accordion 
and he’s quite a feature in himself 
Trini Plaza 
There’s also 
a cute soubret, name not caught, 
and a trio from the band (which 
numbers five) to round the Mexican 
motif. Abel. 





Joan Abbott, Yacht Club, Chicago, 
four weeks starting May 14. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Two name acts on stage bill and 
*History Is Made at Night’ (UA) as 
film were dragging ’em in by the 
fistful opening night (29). Show is 
strong enough to carry the load. 
Stage portion runs exactly 60 min- 
utes. 

Notable item of the show is Tito 
Guizar, who just a couple of weeks 
ago made his concert debut at Car- 
negie Hall. Offers striking contrast. 
Recognized act of radio, vaude and 





niteries, Guizar clicks again in pres- 
ent surroundings. Seems to have} 
lost trifle of his wallop, though, since 
coming through the wringer of con- 
cert instruction and technique. 

Mexican singer is by race 
temperament best at ballads and | 
light numbers of Latin flavor. Has | 
pleasant voice, good looks and boy- | 
ishly-attractive stage manner. But | 
not vocal power nor dramatic stat- | 
ure to occupy Carnegie Hall plat- 
form, where his operatic attempts 
were constrained and embarrass- 
ingly weak. 

With guitar in his mitts and aided 
by the house p.a. system, however, 
Guizar sticks mostly to the Spanish 
style of songs. Result is an entirely 
different audience reaction. Where 
the radio fans in Carnegie Hall were 
courteous and loyally eager for 
singer to click, spectators at ths 
State are alive with attention. When 
Guizar announces number the gals 
know there is an audible murmur 
of anticipation. And where the Car- 
negie bunch found about an hour of 
the classics pretty fatiguing, the 
State customers recall singer twice 
and keep him there 14 minutes. 


Spotted next-to-last on State’s bill, 
Mitchell and Durant maul each other 
as usual, getting plenty response 
from out front. Open calmly with 
comedy chatter and hair-brain im- 
personations. Gradually work into 
rough stuff and it soon softens up 
the customers so everything goes for 
a laugh. All familiar Mitchell and 
Durant antics and up to form. This 
is the pair’s first appearance in some 
time outside of a unit presentation. 


Helen Reynolds and her eight gal 
roller skaters open show with five 
minutes of strenuous trick stuff. In- 
cludes all the standard wrinkles and 
few variations. They keep it going 
five fast minutes. Wally Ward and 
gal stooge (New Acts) billed second, 
drawing okay chuckles with goofy 
piano and comedy turn. Show 
closes with Florence and Alvarez 
(New Acts), smooth ballroom pair, 
doing three distinctive ee 

obe. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

Earle bill this week extra heavy 
on the slapstick stuff. Featuring Milt 
Britton band, show is nothing to cre- 
ate convulsions in smoothie house, 
but was okay for loud laughs by the 
Earle’s mill trade. However, Brit- 
ton crew is practically unknown in 
Philly, and this was seriously teflect- 
ed in b.o. when caught. Despite bet- 
ter than usual pic for this house— 
‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th)— it all goes 
to prove again that it takes name 
bands to keep Philly audiences 
standing between the velvet-covered 
ropes. 

Although Britton act is a topper 
for stuff of this type, it wasn’t real 
hit of the show. Standout was a solo 
turn by Hal Sherman that is war- 
ranted to stitch up “Dy aud in the 
country. It’s a wow. fter-rattling 
palm-pounders refused to let Sher- 
man leave stage. Act is one of clev- 
erest singles ever seen here. 

Sherman opens with dead-pan 
dance stuff, switches into pantomime, 
goes over into a smart line of dumb- 
patter, and finishes up with more 
hoofing. He appears in tuxedo about 
four sizes too large, baggy pants and 
battered grey hat. Mustache and his 
build make him look not unlike 
Chaplin. Opening terp effort is slide 
and turn variety, smoothly executed 
and with absolutely expressionless 
face. Gets laughs by stopping now 
and then to puff very hard and wipe 
brow like an ultra-fast tapper, al- 
thou it is perfectly evident he 
hasn't been working at all. As en- 
core, asks aud what kind of dancing 
it would like to see him do. On re- 
quest does rhumba, tango, black bot- 
tom, etc., all withvut aid of partner, 
and with socko laughs at his top 
pantomime. 

Britton’s outfit is a wave of violent 
insanity. Few of its roughhouse 
stunts are new, most being of the 
tried-and-true variety known from 
years of use to be sure guffaw-evok- 
ers. Band does very little tooting, its 
main function being an excuse for 
the tomfoolery. Walter Powell and 
Tito are the strong funnymen with 
the outfit, while Sybil Kaye, an okay 
husky-voicer, does an arrangement 
of ‘Dinah’ and nothing else. 

Opening by band is good. Boys 
squirm out from under curtain, 
quickly form college cheer huddle 
and then untangle themselves into 
straight line across stage, so that let- 
ters on their jerseys spell ‘We Stink.’ 
Gets sound applause. While this 
crew of seven went back to change 
into tuxes, curtains parted on black 
stage. Only thing visible as band 
played was trombone outlined in red 
and blue neon. Very effective. 

From there on it’s chair-breaking. 
violin crashing, water throwing and 
soda-squirting. Ends up with horns 
blaring while rest of band is tossing 


and | 


instruments around, chairs and pil- 
lows into air, throwing sheet music 
all over the place. 

‘Three Sophisticated Ladies’ is an- 
other slapstick affair. It’s three fair- 
looking femmes who do the usual 
flopping around as they pretend to 
be doing serious tapping, adagio and 
ballet. A little better than ordinary 
and well received. 

Curtain raiser is animal act. Wol- 
ford’s Pets. Dachshunds, which do 
the performing, are okay. Dogs are 
not as well trained as many acts of 
this type, but middlingly entertain- 
ing because dachshunds naturally 
look so funny. Herb. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 30. 
Lots of splash, lights, people, cos- 
tumes and no costumes on this stage 
current week. Faith Bacon with her 
fanning headlining and meaning 
plenty at the b.o. Pic is ‘Fifty Roads’ 
(20th) and biz is good. 


House has wisely sprinkled the bill 
with a couple of hokum acts so the 
guy sitting with his wife has a legit 
excuse for unleashing some exuber- 
ance. Miss Bacon is strictly a no- 
applause act in this house. Sort of 
‘gad, she’s good, but I ain’t lookin’. 

Opening day Miss Bacon worked 
both her numbers ‘Fan and Pearl’ 
and ‘Gardenia Dance’ 100% nude, 
cellophane curtain for the first ap- 
pearance. After first day house 
thought best to insist on shorts and 
brassiere. Her two appearances are 
marked by fine production, the line 
(12), five show girls, and band (12) 
are on stage throughout with Miss 
Bacon working on the apron, The 
line is in short wardrobe, their brief- 
est to date. Production makes Miss 
Bacon’s numbers’ more a dance and 
less an exhibition. 


Bill gets off with line in a military 
tap as Ted Cook, who finishes a 
twenty week run here as m.c. this 
week, brings on Harlan Christie, his 
successor. Christie gets off to a nice 
start with his work in this bill. His 
style is out-of-the-ordinary for the 
Tower. Clowning and glibness sell 
him quickly, 

Reynolds and White, tramp comics, 
follow Faith Bacon’s first appear- 
ance, a swell spot for their hokum, 
fiddling and fireworks. They took 
top.hand at show caught when audi- 
ence gandered the pay-off, one of 
tramps is a woman. Their comedy 
is played to the hilt. 

Keaton and Armfield and an un- 
billed male warbler supply more 
hoke. Patter was slow in starting 
until Miss Armfield takes the situa- 
tion in hand. She reads comedy lines 
well, dances oke and does a clever 
take-off on La Hepburn. They don’t 
need the anonymous canary who’s 
made up as a walking corpse. Dare 
and Yates, comic acros, and Maxine 
Young, tapster, please. 

Musical assignments are shouldered 
by Lester Harding, who sings ‘Where 
Are You?’ and takes care of the 
lyrics for Jast Bacon appearance, and 
Judy Conrad’s band under Ted 
Cook’s batoning. 

The 55-minute bill is largest and 
most expensive to date for the 
Tower. Forty-one people in all. 

Ropes up for break first evening 
showing Friday. Hoyt. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, April 30. 


_ Climax of this week’s vaude show 
is a p. a. by ‘Fuzzy’ Knight, who 
also appears on the screen this week 
in ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB). Knight's 
offering is actually an anti-climax, if 
the opening show is any criterion. 

Filmster virtually oozes onto the 
stage, begins immediately to sing a 
slow arrangement of ‘Love Is Every- 
where,’ from ‘Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine’ (Par), in which Knight came 
to attention. Some _ chatter, in 
which he admits that he has not 
prepared a routine for his appear- 
ance, brings him to another vocal. 
This is somewhat better because of 
its nonsensical twists. It’s something 
about buckwheat cakes. Knight ac- 
companies himself on a miniature 
piano with a tonal quality sugges- 
tive of Dinty’s back room. He's a 
pioneer scat singer. 

In sharp contrast to the balance 
of turn the Knight finish is sure-fire, 
‘Twilight on the Trail.’ With plenty 
of sob in his voice, he sells this 
plaint with finesse. Impression was 
that although he was groping around 
on the initial show, there was plenty 
talent waiting to burst through in 
later performances. 

Chilton and Thomas, returning 
from European dates, are given the 
glad hand for excellent dance turn; 
and Thomas socks as usual with his 
flashy repertoire of sensational 
wings and spins. 

Six Lucky Boys tear off a mess of 
horseplay and risley work in the 
finale and add needed stimulus to 
the show’s finish. Frank and Peter 
Trado (two boys and a big Benny) 
register in the trv with impressions 
of filmgoers, ar. their familiar 
perch act under a mussive overcoat. 

Mady and Cord, European duo 
working dumb, please with a session 
of fast comedy acro. ‘Score and Four 
Lovelies’ have three innings this 
week: illusionary ‘Match Stick Doll’ 
number at the opening, a ‘Silver 
Birches and Urban Blue’ ballet, mid- 
way, with Eileen O’Connor as bal- 
lerina; and a pirate costume routine 





for closer. All okay. Fox. 


A. B. C., PARIS 


Paris, April 22. 

Open again after several dark 
days, due to strike of electricians, 
ushers, etc., which affected a large 
slice of the amusement houses here, 
Mitty Goldin has rounded up a bill 
which is handing out well-liked 
entertainment. Headlining is Jeanne 
Aubert, known on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

Openers are Michel and Hero, 
male and female French xylophone 
players. They dance and play them- 
selves into one of the best applause 
catches recently seen here. 

Rivedoux follows with a string of 
couplets which, true to French music- 
hall style, are based on politics and 
celebrities. He finishes with a short 
play in which he acts all six parts. 
Act is of the type liked in France. 

Stetson does credit to the name 
with his hat juggling. Marie Bizet, 
French femme singer, offers a col- 
lection of songs which would click 
with almost any French audience. 


Rigoletto Bros. are a variety show 
in themselves. They open with a 
little magic, follow by juggling, a 
trained dog, some acrobatics and 
finish as a two-man band. Two girls 
offer a couple of simple dance rou- 
tines during the changes and at the 
close. 

Frehel sings some new songs and 
some of the ones that made her well- 
liked here in the days before the 
war. Her voice is strong and shows 
its age very little. 

Comedian Harmonists, five singers 


and a pianist,» all men, open the 
second half. ‘Singing in English, 
German and French, they offer 


mostly harmony but the comedy that 
is thrown in is good. . 

Dora Del Monte, Spanish dancer, 
follows with a well-executed native 
routine. Gaudsmith Bros. and their 
two dogs pull laughs steadily. They 
talk in both French and English. 

Jeanne Aubert is one of the rank- 
ing favorites with the localites. She 
puts over French love songs in a 
manner that catches on beautifully. 
Her voice is strong and she uses 
plenty of expression. 

Roller skating of the Four Macks 
furnishes a good fast finish to the 
bill. Fast acrobatics, especially of 
the girl member of the troupe, helps. 

Lionel Cazeaux in the pit, Mlle. 
Oleo announcing. Hugo. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, April 30. 


Only three acts, plus California 
Collegians ork, this week. Never- 
theless, a smooth-working job with 
abundance of sock talent. 

House having plenty of trouble 
filling chairs, however, with ‘In- 
ternes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) on 
screen and nameless show on stage. 
Main floor only partly occupied at 
late show Friday evening (30), with 
little prospect of doing much better 
over week-end. . } 

All acts on current bill, which in- 
clude Serge Flash, juggler; Ada 
Brown, sepia songbird from Cotton 
Club, N. Y: and Marcy Bros. and 
Beatrice, acro hoofers, work in one 
with Collegians providing back- 
ground. Latter are located on mov- 
able platform, of flashy blue and sil- 
ver, with rich backdrop of maroon 
and white. Led by Lou Wood, boys 
turn in nice medley of tunes from 
their recent pix, novelty ‘Day at Cir- 
cus,’ and top it off with takeoff num- 
ber. Latter includes ‘Rudy Vallee’ 
as batoneer, with imps of Hitler, 
Haile Selassie, Santa Claus, Marx 
Bros., etc., in band. : 

Following Collegians’ openin 
tunes, is spotted Marcy Bros. an 
Beatrice. heirs is a meritorious 
mixture of singing, taps, knockabout, 
and acro feats. Latter stuff is es- 

cially good, featuring gal’s back- 
Pending stunt with males holding 
her feet and head and pushing both 
together in time with music. 

With lots to sell, Ada Brown 
doesn’t waste any time in the clos- 
ing spot. Pipes have enough vol- 
ume, personality is contagious and 
humor is of good sort. Offers a 
torchy tune, climaxed with a fine 
novelty number. Comes back for 
swing tune and has to beg off. ‘ 

Eduard Werner’s overture is cli- 
maxed with a tango which maestro 
wrote recently. Organist Merle 
Clark’s community sing opens pro- 
ceedings, after which he turns m.c. 
duties over to Lou Wood, batoneer 
of the Collegians. Pete. 


PALOMAR. SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 29. 


This is one house in town, and the 
only one, that seems to be able to 
make a go of vaude, and the present 
status of the competition that pops 
up occasionally is nil. The acts 
brought in are booked by either Joe 
Daniels, Paul Savoy or Fanchon & 
Marco. This week it was Daniels 
and Savoy. 

Show headlines the new combo of 
Betty Burgess and Sonny Lamont. 
This might be a new act were it not 
for the fact that Lamont has shown 
much of the same wares here before. 
He’s a big boy, but limber as spa- 
ghetti. He and Miss Burgess team 
up well together. She’s the eye ap- 
peal of the acf—of the whole show, 
for that matter. Her first stage ap- 
pearance, she seems utterly at home 





and wins her audience. She makes 





no attempt to play the Heroine from 
Hollywood—in fact, no reference is 
made to her screen career. She taps 
well. Act is clean and pleasing, and 
adds plenty to bill. 

Chief Yowlache, Indian baritone, 
was the opener. Effectively intro- 
duced by an overture of Indian me!- 
odies by Jules Buffano’s orchestra, 
chants an Indian song, dressed in 
full tribal array. Then he doffs the 
headdress and slides in the more 
prosaic baritone numbers, ‘La Mar- 
seilles’ and ‘Ol’ Man River.’ Puts 
them over o. k. 

Snappy tappers are the Worthman 
Twins, next on. Their routine, in 
unison, has good variety. Jim Pen- 
man, juggler and patterer, follows. 
His juggling is all right, but he’d 
have done better to lay off the pansy 
cracks. They, and some more of his 
chatter, fell flat. 

Vernon Rathburn, saxophonist and 
clarinetist, pull good applause. He is 
hot on ‘Nola’ on the sax and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ with the clarinet, Peggy 
Anderson pulling a clever toe-tap in 
accompaniment to the latter. On the 
screen, ‘Circus Life’ (Rep). Trepp. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 2. 

With a straight four-act bill again, 
and not even an involved overture, 
Cap, Loew house, figured it wouldn't 
have any worries this week. And it 
didn’t have by the second day. But 
with Art Shaw’s entire band delayed 
by flooded roads and showing up 
minus music, shaves and sleep just 
10 minutes before first show and A. 
Robbins losing his baggage and not 
getting on opening turn at all, first 
day had theatre goofy. 

Critics who didn’t know situation 
were brutal to Shaw, but others 
went overboard, so balance was 
about even. At show eaught, second 
day, band had settled down and 
banged out its rhythms with er 
ed smoothness. Although plenty in 
house were distinctly annoyed by 
Shaw’s jungle- swing, most were in- 
terested and gave him nice hand. 

Chief fault is numbers, including 
‘Ubangi’ and ‘Bus Blues,’ are ‘way 
too long and wear down even those 
who start tapping their feet at the 
outset. Dorothy Howe, who is de- 
buting in vaude after coming up 
from Norfolk via toothpaste ads and 
two seasons with Eddie Elkins and 
other nitery orks, is bright spot in 
Shaw act. Pretty, not too polished 
and possessed of a coo that some p.a. 
is bound to label vocal sunshine, gal 
tickles audience’s ears with ‘Can’t 
Take That Away,’ and rates two en- 
cores to win top applause of the bill. 

Show bows in with Neiss troupe, 
whose array of equipment overshad- 
ows handsome casting and trampo- 
line routine at first. When they get 
going, however, with triple somer- 
saults and double catches, they fin- 
ish to nice hand. Next on is Helen 
Charleston, working impersonations 
and ‘Watlz Song’ from ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ into rhymed Major Bowes’ 
amateur hour gag. No one bit is 
enough to wow ’em, but act totals 
high. 

A. Robbins, as usual, faces house 
distinctly cool to chalk-faced funny- 
men, but has ’em in the palm of his 
hand at midpoint through steady un- 
loading of music stands, chairs, neck- 
ties, liquor and collapsible bananas 
from coat. Doesn’t make the most of 
his ability to imitate instruments, but 
business moves so fast he doesn’t 
need to. Pic is ‘Personal Property’ 
(Metro). Craig. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, May 1. 

Current Tabor stage bill made u 
of neat bunch of novelties, and well 
received. 

The Musical Bentleys open with 
xylophone and piano. Claim it is 
longest xylophone in world, and man 
and woman work it in tandem. Do 
‘Poet and Peasant,’ with femme at 
piano. It’s well done. Finish with 
medley of pops. They attack the in- 
struments as though they know what 
it’s all about, and results prove them 
right. 

Cropley and Violet—he’s a huge 
man and she’s small, so the balancin 
part of their act, while it looks hard, 
is not hard work for the man. 
They’re ropers, and do it like old 
cowhands. She twirls the rope as 
she stands on his hands, he lying 
down, and rolling over and over 
across the stage. They combine 
adagio with roping, also. 

Ulis and Clark, nut comics, put on 
that kind of an act known as the 
‘Perfection Pair’ on KNX, and gal 
has a contagious laugh, so much so 
that some of the chatter is not so hot, 
but it gets over, nevertheless. 

Edna Alee and Co., two men and a 
woman, do some plain and fancy 
trick shooting that wrings applause 
even from hardened vaude fans. 
Shoots wafer held in mouth with 
paper clip, splits soft lead bullet on 
sword to burst two balloons at same 
time. They shoot with the looking 
class, gun upside down, and several 
other methods, and miss very few 
attempts. Edna also shoots balloon 
off head of emcee in William Tell 
style. 

Billy Yound is on his third week 
as emcee, and doing a good job. Does 
a bit of his own between each act. 

With a double bill on the screen, 
there’s room for only three shows 
Saturday and Sunday. a break for 
the acts, because usually they do 
four. Rose. 
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PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, May 1. 

Really bang-up show Need this 
week with more entertainment on 
the stage than has been visible jn 
a long time. Just four acts and a 
line of girls, but four smashing acts 
and a line that’s a joy to behold 
Show moves fast, with each turn 
doing its stuff in stepping fashion 
and then blowing. Just entertain- 
ment. And it was a pleasure for all 
concerned. 

Those ‘16 Roxyettes turn in two 
numbers to open and close the show 
and both were ‘applause-shakers 
especially latter routine. This was 
done with the girls balancing on big 
balls. Globe-rolling acts are ex. 
tremely rare these days, and to see 
16 girls do a routine on ’em is a 
sight which wins this audience. 
Though they close the show,. girls 
hold up the curtain for rounds of 
applause. In the opening they toss 
in a fencing routine, which is also 
tops. Here is a line that’s a line: 
and rates about the top for anything 
seen around the country today. 
Worthy of major billing in any the- 
atre, because they’ll cause plenty of 
sock talk everywhere. 


Richard ‘Red’ Skelton works 
through the show as m.c. and after 
over-straining in getting started, 
settles down to a good click with 
his own act, doing especially weil 
with his doughnut-dunking expose. 
His stuff early in the show was old- 
fashioned and moth-eaten, but he 
manages to overcome it later. 

Two acts come over from a run 
at the Casino Parisien for solid 
clicks here: the Bredwins, who rez- 
ister with their acrobatics and com- 
edy tumbling, and Buster Shaver 
with Olive and George, who remain 
the class midget act. They never 
miss, and no exception here. Stan- 
ley Twins on for their shadow dance 
and as ever, punchy novelty dance 
bit that scores. 

Picture is ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
with show set for the run of film, 
which looks like four weeks at least. 
Business excellent last show Friday. 

Gold. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

Fox has got plenty of musical 
comedy on its bill this week. In 
fact, it looks like a badly balanced 
combo with both stage show and 
film going in strongly for ork music, 
dancing, torch numbers and gals. 
Dave Apollon and his ‘Star Parade 
of 1937’ are stage headliners with 
‘The Hit Parade’ (Rep) on the 
screen. 

Apollon’s show is one of the best 
he has put on here and contains 
plenty of new material and faces 
new to Philly. A fair house yester- 
day (Friday) afternoon waxed en- 
thusiastic. First show ran too long 
(72 minutes), but that running time 
was cut for the second matinee 
show. 

After Apollon’s first spiel into the 
mike, he introduces his Tropical 
Swing in a popular medley. First 
specialist is Ruth Del Rio, who 
dances the Cucharacha (Apollon do- 
ing a little stepping on his own) 
with the help also of his eight Savoy 
dancing gals, neatly togged in green 
and yellow. Number two spot is 
filled by Bobby Brent (English), who 
has a novel marionette offering con- 
taining plenty of comedy. After a 
sketch with the puppets, he rings the 
bell by manipulating the strings in 
one (in full view of audience) to 
perform a swell ‘truckin’’ number, 
finally handling the same figure 
illuminated on a dark stage. 

Lyda Sue, blonde youngster, fol- 
lows with an okay dance, including 
some high kicking, exceptionally 
wel! performed somersaults and 
handsprings and other acrobatics. 
The eight gals then do a unison 
dance with canes and were followed 
by Gloria Rich, whose toe tap is 
much, much better than her singing 
of ‘Gee, But You’re Swell.’ 

Members of the orch plus Apollon 
then performed’ ‘Dark Eyes’ and 
‘Two Guitars’ with special instru- 
mentation. Charlotte and Charles, 
introduced as deaf and dumb, get 
away with a corking waitz assisted 
by the Eight Savoyers. Their 
rhythm was remarkable. 

Toni Lane, first time here, does 
some vocal shouting, starting with 
‘De Lovely,’ but getting better with 
‘Inspirational Yes.’ Johnny Woods 
is last with his imitation of airwave 


celebs. Most are good, but he 
muffed on Crosby and Cantor. Fred 
Allen, Rudy Vallee, Bernie, Kate 


Smith and Boake Carter were per- 
haps best. 

All the specialists come out for the 
finale, but the conservative Fox 
audience, although it gives good 
hands to individual numbers, doesn't 
do much hand-patting at the end. 

Waters. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Feature section of this bill, and a 
fine one, is the Fox special House 
of Windsor material as a Coronation 
warm-up with fine array of historic 
clips. Ranging from Diamond Jubi- 
lee and shots of Edward VII in 1903 
down through Coronation of George 
V in 1911 and covering England's 
Windsor reign until the present time. 
Movietone has done a handsome ana 
commendable job. Off-screen 
description is dignified and expert. 

Britain’s royal pageant of the near 
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future is also the subject of other | starts with a sprinkling of stooges 
clips on the program, such as Gene-| in the boxes and the pit applauding 


yal Pershing and Admiral Rodman 
sailing to attend the ceremonies; 


(Pathe) Palace Guards in practice hits the fans at once and combina- | 
drills and a miniature mechanical} tion of soft shoe shuffling, singing | 
replica of the Coronation of parade | and clowning with baton weaving | 
in a London shop window, both Fox | gives him all the attention he and | 


before the curtain rises but has no 
need of them afterwards. His style 


clips. Mrs. Wally Simpson’s house in| his orch usually command.. Show is 


Baltimore, now a sightseeing mecca, 
is another Fox clip. 

Current bill, except for the fore- 
go:ng clips, is rather routine in its 
Jayout. Covers a wide variety of 
svojects, but nothing of major in- 
terest. Candid camera craze is shown 
in Paramount 
niteries, with Jimmy Durante, a will- 


n! ' 
ine Subject, providing some laughs. 
Universal clips show football heroes 


taking part as femmes in a college 
snow; picket agitations of the L. I. 
Press strike at Jamaica, N. Y.; the 
late Clem Sohn making a bird-man 
jump similar to the one in w hich he 
was killed; and the placing of identi- 
fication tags on wild geese in Maine. 

Spring floods throughout the coun- 
try are given the once-over by Pathe, 
which also has a moderately-amus- 
ing clip interviewing Senate page 


boys on the Supreme Court situation. | 


Other Pathe subjects are some steel 
mill footage and femme wrestlers 
beating each other up with abandon. 


Paramount clips show college situ- 
dents in Peace Strikes; baseball in 
Japan; the arrival of WPA-made 
rum from the Virgin Islands; the 
new statue of W. J. Bryan in Wash- 
ington, and the Homer Peel child- 
marriage in Tennessee. Par divides 


the fashions display on the bill with 
Fox, program going a bit overboard 
on this subject, it would seem. 


clips from Chicago | 


Other subjects screened are a shoe | 


strike in Maine, beaches and amuse- 
ment resorts getting ready for the 
summer trade; trout fishing: mail and 
passengers flown to the Orient by 
the China Clippers; the representa- 
tive American mother; 


Shirley | 


Temple with Gracie Fields in Holly- | 


wood: the egg of an elephant bird 
(one foot high); the boy with the 
X-ray eyes; prisoners in Oklahoma 
reformatory; surf scenes in 


ing vitamines, and horses racing in 
the mire at the Jamaica track. 
Bill is concluded with issue 
‘March of Time’ (Radio) 
Food for England, Amateur Sleuths 
and the Supreme Court. Rowl. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 29. 
Charles (Buddy) Rogers, one-time 
screen juve fav, and more recently 
in the limelight because of his forth- 
coming marriage to. Mary Pickford, 
is topping the Fanchon & 


of 


covering | 


| versational type 


Marco | 


stage show here currently and mop- | 


ping up. Sharing honors with Rogers 
is Connie Boswell, radio torcher, with 
a warbling turn that packs a solid 
wallop. 


91] 
aii 


| quite different from his earlier ap- 
} pearance here last year. 

| First stiipport he gets is Evelyn 
Keys, good-looking tapper who can 
click off all the notes in the scale 
on toe and heel. Calloway does a 
| fine work of showmanship both with 
her and other acts. 
experimentation with his orch, 
treating it as a solo instrument, and 


using crescendos, diminuendos, 
} Pianissimos and fortissimos as if it 
| were a single violin. It is a remark- 
able bit of virtuosity that has the 
fans highly enthusiastic. 

Avis Andrews, described as a 
prima donna, a term that usually 


depresses the crowd, gets by so well 


that she gets close to five minutes 
of applause and refuses second en- 
core three or four times. Calloway 
then illustrates modern dances and 
introduces ‘Pecking’ as a new one 
which gets him a big laugh. Next 
variety is a sit-down strike of the 
orch with a bunch of good gags 
and their disappearance to be re- 


placed by tramp band playing and 
dancing to music on kitchen uten- 
| sils and other clowning effects. This 
gets plenty of applause and end of 
show is lineup of all acts and brings 
down the curtain to a continuous 
burst of clapping. 

‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and ‘When 
Love Is Young’ (Col) on screen. 

Lane. 


HIPP,. BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, April 30. 
Making a good imprevsion upon 
his recent one day substitution for 
Shep Fields who had to fill a radio 
date during his recent engagement 
here, Happy Felton and his band 
were brought back for the current 


Aus- | Week's stage attraction at the Hipp. 


tralia: Fordham college girls study- | 


Rotund maestro has a _ pleasing 
style and knows how to sell a con- 
of song. Backing 
him up isan 1l-piece combo made up 
of three fiddies, steel guitar, 


rhythm section. Arrangement fea- 
ture steel guitar to good purpose. In 
addition to band, present set-up in- 
cludes, Ann Kincaid, femme singer, 


He does a little} 


| niteries. 


New Acts 


CARL RAVELL and Orchestra 
With Gayle Reese 

Silver Grill 

| Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 

| This is Tommy Coakley’s old band. 
When Coakley took his LL.B. degree 
seriously and resumed active law 
practice in ‘Frisco, Carl Ravazza, his 
singer, took over the band. When 
Rockwell-O’Keefe took over its man- 
agement, Tommy Rockwell re- 





christened him Ravell~an obviously 
improved billing—and this youthful 
and moderne dance combo has been 
touring eastward ever since. 

The Hotel Lexington’s Silver Grill 
is its N. Y. debut spot and the im- 
pression is favorable Ravell at the 
helm a personable blonde youn: 
ster ho Warbles and violin-solo 
when not batoning The crew bac} 
of him knows how to mix up the 
Sweet with the hot and there's a nice 
looking songstress besides, Gavle 
Reese, for the foxtrot balladeering. 
| Miss Reese is a N. Y. girl, once at 
the Park Central hotel, N. Y.. but 
the augmentation is all right 


Band will 
place, which 
orchestra. 

Band _ personnel, 
comprise George 
Vance, Art Porte 
arranger; Tommy 
Gene Rizzi, violin 
Snow, trumpet 


ao in a Mass or a Class 


Says lots for any dance 


besides 
Kinney, 
saxes, latter also 
Smith, Joe Coat 
Joe Lueas, Frank 
Reid Tanner, trom- 


bone - arranger: Ham Richards, 
guitar-violin; Bud Gregg, piano; Carl 
Schwedhelm. bass: Vovle Gilmore, 
|drums: Lyle Bardo, non-playine ar- 
ranger. Abel. 


FLORENCE and ALVAREZ 
Dancing 
| 12 Mins. 
Loew's State, N. Y¥. 

Familiar pair around New 
Florence and Alvarez 


York 


have 


| stvle, poise and distinctive routines. 


| pearance, first two being standouts. 
With solo piano accompaniment, | 
'open with slow waltz that under- 


three | 
|} sax, one trumpet and a three piece |} 


number, 


Dolly Arden, classy acrobatic dancer | 
| gown, with long, pleated skirt, sets 


and Paul Sydell and Spotty. 
Working in attractive house 
doings consume 43 minutes, 


set, 


nicely | 


paced by Felton in pleasing style. | 


Only fault as constructed now is 
monotony of too much song stories 
in the Felton style. Needs 
up a bit with inclusion of a scream 


mixing | 


| number about midway in the doings | 
| to make it a punchy act. 


Another radio artist with a hefty | 
following, particularly in the hinter- | 


lands, is Stuart Hamblen, cowboy 
warbler, making his initial stage ap- 
pearance locally. Other talent in- 
cludes Mary Martin, attractive and 
capable torcher, and Jack (Rasputin) 
Douglas, comic, both of whom are 
Part _f the Rogers ether offering. 

£ ow runs heavily to warbling, 
witi. a couple of routines by the 
house Fanchonettes that add to the 
Picture. Rogers functions as guest 
conductor, emcees and works with 
most of the talent, in addition to 
demonstrating musical versatility. 

Show has a novelty opening, with 
Fanchonettes draped over two sets 
of steps against a deep purple back- 
ground, then going into a black and 
white shadow effect against colored 
drapes, cleverly executed. Before 
girls exit, part of them do a half 
strip to have caricatures drawn on 
their backs by Mme. Gabrille, cray- 
On artist, which falls pretty flat. 

Rogers then puts the band into a 
hot number, accompanying on the 
trumpet, which he handies in expert 
fashion. Douglas follows with a 
somewhat noisy line of chatter and 
does a bit of w 
by 
then duets with Rogers. Material is 
smart and the offering registers 
solidly. 

Hamblen opens with a ballad, then 
Switches to rendition of ‘Old Cow 
Hand’ to win approval. Fanchonettes 





number, cleverly arranged mixture 
in which Felton offers to buy a drink 
for the audience introducing each 
member of his ensemble as a2 cocktail 
ingredient and gradually blending 
the various themes into a 
orchestra ensemble. ; 

Medley next featuring sweet inter- 
lude by three fiddles and steel guitar 
and ending with a snappy rhumba. 
Felton follows this with ‘A Fine Ro- 


mance’ neatly sold and well re- 
ceived. Should have changed pace 


here but brought on Dolly Arden, 
for her sock acro with its skillfully 
built up finish agd followed her con- 
tribution with Ann Kincaid singing 
‘My Last Affair.’ Singer should have 
chosen breezier type of number to 
follow slow music used for Miss 
Arden’s preceeding specialty. 


, |and no back for this one. 
Sig tune parts curtain to opening} 


Offer three numbers in current ap- 


scores duo’s easy grace. Nice kicks 
and turns, though lifts aren't quite 
up to balance of efforts. Second 
very short and best of act, 


(13) | 





Unit Reviews 


Hollywood Ingenues 


(ORIENTAL, CHI) 
Chicago, April 30. 
On its opening, unit looks to be a 
smasher. The only 
wrong is that it needs another sock 


carry the burden. Girl does fine 
job, selling her kind of stuff 100°; 
on personality alone, and she'd be a 


a 


hard act to follow, but it’s pretty 
hard for any performer to carry an 
hour's bill single-handed. 


Whole thing is built around ‘Hollv- 
wood Ingenues,” all-girl band, an- 
other organization which is seeming- 


lv led by hip movements rather than 
baton. Weaving black silk covered 
were on cue with instrument but 
the stick seems to be a flash behind 
Beverly Jean Briiton, blonde leade1 
has plenty of s. a. and a lispy voice 
that isn’t bad on introductions, used 
as sparingly as it is, but given the 


appearance of blissful innocence, for- 
getting the grinds. 

Band crack organization, with 
good execution, appearance and ver- 


is 


satility. Latter is given a plentiful 
play, using all girls playing same in- 
struments in banjo, harmonica, gui- 
tars, accordion and saxophone spe- 
Cialties Nice effects in every case 
with 14 instruments, all the same 
augmented by pit orchestra. 

Added to the band are four acts. 
and here, as extfa, Mile. Corrine 
who probably accounts’for a good 
| deal of the business, more even than 
most nudies at this house, for she 
has built up a reputation here for 
staging and for actual dancing. Doe: 


| sini, 


a toe routine in a blue spot. 
Novelty is furnished by Paul Ro- 
sini, brought in after doing his 


thing seriously | 


en ny —e 
‘grams. Does two numbers on see 
cordion, 

Only attempt at sketch follows, 


comedy turn to help Violet Carlson | Married 


Titled ‘Meet the Quintuplets.’ it pre- 
sents the quins as babies, followed 
by five nondescripts in a song and 
dance to ‘We're the Fellows Who 
\ the Quints. Walk on of 
five dames in picture hats and flow- 


| ing gowns next for Florodora sextet 


tion 


with men, 
number 


finish Not bad. 
next presents 
platforms in modernistic 
embellished by ver) 
ing A real sock, 
reception it got. 
Heller takes hold here, doing ‘Sep- 
tember in the Rain,’ ‘Serenade in the 
Dark,’ ‘Little Old Lady’ and ‘How 
Could You?’ all sold with plenty of 
showmanship. 
Comedy novelty 


Produe- 
virls on 
routines 
effective light- 
und really earns 


‘Baltimore 


Opera 


Company Walks Its Dogs,’ follows to 
plenty of laughs as various ngers 
walk on with different dogs and. go 
into Sextet from Lucia. Of course, 
dogs joined in, and results a real 
howl. Bathing girl finale presenting 
entire company, with foursome ada- 


gi0 by Lida Miles and Co. spliced in, 
closed matters nicely, xarnering 
plenty of curtain calls. Burm. 


Metropolitan Varieties 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, May 2. 
Redeeming feature of Nick Sanin‘s 
unit is work of Five Abdallah Girls 
and musie of his Imperial Russian 
Cossacks band, augmented bv seven 
house tooters, which he directs him- 


s 


lcelf. 


sleight-of-hand at Palmer house here | 


for 23 weeks. His act. slick and deft 
as it always is, is built up consider- 
ably by having girls from band and 
Violet Carlson work along with Ro- 
in some cases doing the same 
tricks that he does. 


| Two. other acts lorence Hin 
| Low, Chinese contortionist. and 
| Wilkie and Ray, male knockebout 


is to ‘Way You Look Tonight.’ Gal's 
costume for this routine is exceecd- 
ingly becoming. Backless | silver | 


off tall figure and dark hair. 

Unbilled accompanist offers piano 
solo while Florence and Alvarez 
change duds. They then offer mod- 
ern routine to ‘Mood Indigo.’ Lacks 
originality of preceding numbers, 
but flash finish helps. 
black satin gown with long sleeves 
Only fair 
effect. 

Dancers have been around 


in the 


; one. 


tap team—complete the picture with 
their acceptable work. Chinese girl 
makes no attempt mix dancing 
with her work, and the two boys 
take the kind of falls and do the fast 
stepping that counts. 

Acts are sandwiched in between 
specialties by the band, some done 
in front of orchestra and some in 
Violet Carlson, in the middle 
of the show, has gotten away from 


to 


| the too-rough stuff of a couple vears 
ago and has settled into a well-timed | 


Femme wears | 


her 
prima 
exhibition 


sock routine which includes 
Spanish number gasping 
donna, and a burlesaue 


| dance with Ray, of Wilke and Ray. 


| niteries, hotels, etc.. and click on the | 





socko | WALLY WARD 


stage as on a cafe floor, Hobe. 


Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Leew’s State, N. Y. 

Wally Ward uses an unbilled gal 
stooge for roughhouse piano and 
comedy turn, with Wally doing 
nearly all the work and getting all 
the laughs. Bears down on the slap- 
stick, doing everything by extremes. 
Little subtlety, but much of the 
crackpot action is funny and it gets 
the customers. 

Besides banging the piano until it 
almost goes up in smoke (Ward 


|actually has a gadget near the key- 


‘A Day at the Races’ by Felton and | 


the band, follows, a bit on the corny 
side, with Paul Sydell and Spotty on 
next supplying a much needed lift 
and wowing them from the start. 
Here was a spot for a swingy band 


| number, but Felton comes through. 


| somewhat blue for this 
arbling. He's followed | 
Mary Martin, who does a solo, | 


On for a Tyrolean routine, then ork | 


renders a college number 
which t | 
bit sug 


lyries of 


gestive in some spots. Rogers 


are double entendre and a/ 


sings with the band in this number. | 
Connie Boswell is in rare form | 


and offers a routine of well-chosen 
diversified tunes, many of them old 
favorites, that wins unstinted appro- 
bation which she richly deserved. 
For finale, Rogers sends the band 
into a swing number in which he 
Plays half a dozen or more instru- 


ments, all proficiently. Max Brad- 
field batons when Rogers is off stage. 
Screen feature is ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col.), with Par News, Will | 
rreets memorial drive short and 
he Three Stooges in ‘Back to the 
Woods’ (Col) for fillers. Edwa. 


LOEW’S MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 2. 
hep ab Calloway is the whole show 
weethen Det and though the good 
week er kept down grosses over the 
th end Loew's is doing better than 
'€ other houses. 
‘tensile Sanborn opens with an im- 
‘ion of the Calloway technique 
et gets him a good hand and 
lereafter his orch is out. 


instead. with a rather meaningless 
‘Song of the Last of the Cabbies 


patronage. 
‘Let's Go to the Coronation,’ another 
song story, follows this and while 
fairly well done, loses effect because 
of previous number. : 
Closes with very welcome jam 
session featuring solo contributions 


Smiling.’ Very nice finish and brings 
good response for closing sig that 


drew the curtains. : 
Film is ‘Shall We Dance (RKO). 
Burm. 


STANLEY, PIIT. 


Pittsburgh. April 30. 

Just an ordinary three-act vaude 
bill. That's the sum and substance 
of current layout at WB de luxer. 
Not enough entertainment to justify 
70 minutes, and falls considerably 
short of flesh here recently. 

Ina Ray Hutton and her femme 
band backbone the presentation, but 
the Melodears seem to be pulling up 
on the wrong side musically these 
days. Take the flashy leader out and 


board that flares up at a hectic mo- 
ment), the comic scrambles around 
on the bench, gives out variety of 


vocal noises and muggs. Act could 
blue pencil the ancient curtain 
speech. Hobe. 





eye appeal. but, maybe, it isn’t too 
smart for her to be away from the 
stand so much for the gown shifts. 
Mob might get wise to the fact that 


| the band can get along just as well 


| without her. 


Ork numbers received just pas- 





sively, only Hutton and the featured | 


getting anything approaching decent 
returns. Leader. however. got it on 
her footwork and not vocalizing. She 
should leave the latter department to 
the Winsteads. a good. standard 
threesome. Femme member has 
comic possibilities which she might 
develop further. 

Opening has Harry King and Sin- 
clair Twins coming on cold in one 
without even an announcement of 
their identity, and dishing out an 
effective assortment of tans. They're 
on twice collectively and once each 
individually. and might tighten turn 
a bit for better results. 

Thev're followed by Al Bernie 
mimic. who introduces himself. and 
doesn't forget to mention that he’s a 
protece of Rudv Vallee. Youngster 
was here with Vallee a year ago, but 


ork’s effectiveness would be nil.| he’s improved” since then and 
| There's too much sameness in out- | snatches off top returns of day. Ber- 
fit's repertoire. starting with that) nie’s imitations transcend vocal sim- 
slow. drab medley, and La Hutton's | jlarities: he vets the facial charee- 
making a mistake in trying to be- | teristics as well. with the tonner the 
come a vocalist. Not too strong on} Al Jolson he does. Has a tough time 
pipes, anvway, and the number she | getting awav. which doesn't meke it 
nicks to feature. ‘I'll Never Tell You | anv teo easv for Hutton act to vet 
I Love You.’ is out of line. sterted 

She's a torchy dame otherwise, in Flicker. ‘Coll It a Dav’ (WR). wit! 
her expert hoofing and baton-weav- 9 Poneve cartoon ond Par new veel 
ing. and a tune more consistent with latter with clins of last weel fland 
that impression would be better.| in Pittsburch rounding ont hill 
Gal's still flashing those multiple | Onenine pretty good, but under nre- 

changes, always good for hy ious threc weeks. Cohen 


Calloway | costume 


, ‘ . y+. | Winstead trio, two boys and a girl. | 
by various sections in ‘When Youre | é 


Not on the unit, but deserving of 
a mention in this week's winner of 
WENR amateur hour. Winners play 
this house weekly. Eddie Rickard 
plays a concertina for both musical 
and comedy effects. Loop. 


Okay, Baltimore 


(CENTURY, BALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, April 30. 

Although no longer playing stage 
shows, Loew’s Century returns to a 
two-week session of flesh in order to 
present this fifth edition of an all- 
Baliimore show, sponsored annually 
by the News-Post. Two-week period 
nec?ssary because of arrangement 


mits off-and-on-stage 
providing two weeks’ notice of in- 
tention to discontinue is given pit- 
men. Horace Heidt and band billed 
for next week. 

Current edition of ‘Okay’ staged 
as heretofore by Gene Ford, brought 
over for stint from house mana- 
gerial duties at Capitol in Washing- 
ton. Dance routines credited to 


show policy, 


fice with program also crediting ‘per- 
sonal supervision’ to Louis K. Sid- 
ney. Laureine Bac, who conducts 
Saturday morning dance class on 
Century stage, also credited as assist- 
ing Crosley. 

As caught on opening show, doings 
run 61 minutes. Pretty fast-moving 
stuff, but some paring here and 
there would help. Line and princi- 
pals made up entirely of Balti- 
moreans, with Jackie Heller brought 
in as m.c. and Lida Miles 
foursome added for finale sock. 

Opening reveals line of 20 lined up 
in front of 24-sheet stand announcing 
revue. Short numbers bring on 
Heller, breaking through poster and 
doing ‘Love to Keep Me Warm’ in 
typically good style. Fast hoof rou- 
tine by chorus follows. and sends 
matters off to an okay start. 

Two short sessions bv Laverne 
Bloom and Emma Blische in an acro 
specialty, and the Ballanti Twins, 
hoofers, garbed as gobs, hold up pace 
nicely. Jack Evards in impression 
of Amos and Andy characters, fol- 
lows to fair returns Announces 
next number, “The Hot Foot,’ an 
original by Ford, in which line goes 
into more okay hoofing, a la Harlem 
and smartly sold. 

Frank Rudel, evidently 
trouper from the old days 
the old ragpicker busines 
completing three pictures made of 
rags stuck onto framed blackboard 
Next spot brings on little Kenneth 
Brown, five-year-old musical prodi- 
uy. who has appeared on Bowes’ 


retired 
revives 
here 


a 


c 


Show takes 41 minutes, but tempo 
tt times is that of proverbial snail. 
Fails to measure up to calibre of 
units Cap has been presenting and 
personnel numbers only 18, about 


$ 


{four hands shy of average unit that 


plays this time. 


Brief overture is cue for line of 


| girls to come on and offer creditable 


i ble 


|; Hairy Crosley, sent in by Loew of- | 


tap routine. They're followed by 
George Goodrich and Marie Lee, 
comedy team, with former starting 
act with song, ‘When Did You Leave 
Heaven?’ After so-so line of patter 
Goodrich offers ‘Did I Remember?’ 
Koch Sisters, Kay and Helen. look- 
ers with personality, present a nim- 
rope-skipping dance and merit 
the good hand they get. Followed 
by Mavis in a tap routine which she 


winds up fast with flipflops and 
acrobatics. 

Sanin then brings the band ear 
down front for ‘Pennies from 


Heaven,’ featuring trumpeter, Arthur 
Hoff. Tooters are dressed in Cos- 


| sack costume, unit’s mounting being 





in Russian motif, 


Goodrich and Lee back at this 
point with a brief comedy bit and 
the line also returns for a combo 


tune and terp routine, singing ‘Rain- 
bow on the River’ and softshoeing. 

Comedy and hokum by Tommy 
Van and Sarah Vernon offers noth- 
ing to rave about. Nearest thing to 
socko is the Abdallah Girls. who 
close the show with a creditable ex- 
hibition of dancing, tumbling, acro- 
batics and pyramid building. 

Show needs a good, punchy act to 
make it click and re-routining 
wouldn’t hurt. A lot of the gags 
were away past the risque border- 
line and Cap management made ’em 
use scissors plentifully before second 
show went on. 

Despite murky weather and change 


, lin ti rhie ans haven't got- 
with heen) Gusalenl tales, wieiah per- | n time, which Atlantans haven't got 


ten used to yet, house was overflow- 


| ing when first show broke Sunday. 


Luch. 


WMEX, Boston | 


(Continued from page 42) 
of The Northern 








resources Corp., 


| licensee of WMEX. 


adagio | 


This move out of an embarrassing 
predicament would be based on ap- 
parent conflicts between Bramhall's 


report and his statements at the 
hearings last March when he an- 
nounced he was dissatisfied with 


financial dope supplied in support of 
the application, In winding up the 
hearing, the examiner said the Com- 
mish was entitled to know the source 


|of the $87,000 construction fund 
which the company boasted and 
served notice if the data was not 


pro- | meet 


forthcoming he would point this out 
in his report. But the report made 
no reference to this phase, Bramhall 


merely accepting at face value the 
evidence which he previously had 
criticized. 

Whether the additional info has 


been supplied was still a mystery 
last week. Asked by Vaniery if his 
doubts had been removed by sub- 
mission of evidence after the close 
of the hearing, Bramhall said he was 


uncertain whether the supplement- 


ary facts ever had been presented 
officially to the Commish He took 
the slant last week that the issue 
wus no longer of any conce ce 
he had been informed pe mally 
that the stockholders were reputable 
persons and amply well-heeled to 
the bills for new equipment 
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Pulitzer Judges, Taking No Chances, 
Give Prize to Top Bway Comedy Hit 


Since there has always’ been 
squawking about the Pulitzer award, 
one way or the other, Broadway had 
some wisecracks about the winners 
of this year. Feeling prevalent being 
that the Pulitzer awards committee 
is trying to re-establish the dwin- 
dling value of the prize via the nam- 
ing of distinct clicks, rather than 
nonentities as has been done in the 
past. 

George S. Kaufman’s and Moss 
Hart's ‘You Can’t Take it with You’ 
won the award for best play; it had 
received only two votes in the New 
York legit critics’ vote on best play 
of the season 
although it is the undoubted comedy 
success of the season, selling onan 
ity almost from its first minute 
date. 

In fiction, too, a pop best-seller 
was named, ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
by Margaret Mitchell, 
strength to the 
committee wasn’t taking any chances. 


In the past the Pulitzer award has 


gone on occasion to unknowns and | 


flops. It also, on occasion, has built 
these flops into the money class. 
Doubtful whether it will have any 
monetary effect on anything this 
year since the major prizes went to 
subjects already established and sell- 
ing about as well as possible. 

It’s a second win for George S. 
Kaufman, who came in on ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’ in 1932. Last year the award 
committee ruled that no previous 
winner could be named again. This 
aroused a lot of criticism and made 
a choice very difficult, number of 
fine plays by name writers being 
ruled out automatically. This year 
the rule was rescinded, making 
Kaufman’s play a_ possibility. 
Rescinding of the rule also made 
eligible again ‘High Tor’ by Maxwell 
Anderson, which won the critics’ 
award. But the Pulitzerites couldn’t 
see ‘Tor.’ 


‘Bet’ Reincarnation 
As ‘Money Mad’ Runs 
Into Equity Trouble 


Plaris to re-present ‘Bet Your Life,’ 
with a new cast, under the title of 
‘Money Mad,” were snagged by 
Equity rules, and the show was not 
permitted to start rehearsals until 
the status of the new management be 
established. Rights to the play were 
taken over by Ludwig Satz and 
Edward Relkin. 

It was claimed by Equity that Fritz 
Blocki, Chicago newspaperman, who 
authored the play, was apparently 
still interested on the managerial 
end. Stated that all stock has been 
turned back, however, and_ that 
Blocki's only remaining interest is 
the royalty. New management is 
said to have satisfied Equity that the 
original sponsors are out and re- 
hearsals are due to start today. 

Previously, the management had 
been told that all players in the 
original cast not now employed 
would iiave to be re-engaged, or the 
play be held off for eight weeks. 
Some of the first cast stated they 
were not interested in reappearing. 
One of those whom the management 
did not care to take on again, is 
blamed for ‘Bet Your Life’s’ poor 
debut. Reported the player’s false 
teeth dropped out and the lines 
uttered were unintelligible. 

Original cast received two wecks 
salary although only one week was 
played. There had been a paid pre- 
view which coun ; as a performance, 
and, under Equity rules, if a show 
is given more than eight times, paid 
previews included, rehearsal money 
cannot be deducted. 











Steeles’ New Play 


Norma Mitchell and Wilbur 
Daniel Steele, husband-and-wife 
playwriting duo, have completed 
the script of a new drama, ‘This 
Day Between,’ scheduled to be tried 
out at a New England summer the- 
atre. 

Understood that Norma Terris is 
set to play the leading. role during 
the summer tryout. Actress, who 
is a neighbor of the Steeles in Con- 
necticut, 
several of Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight 
at Eight-Thirty’ one-acters at Rob- 
ert Henderson’s Drama Festival in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., this year. 





| ROAD’ ACTORS GET 
SLOW MOTION PAY-OFF 


With many items pressing for pay- 


schedule. Part payment has been 
made on Saturday, with the balance 
coming on various days during the 
following week. Pay-off last week 


then pay day came and went with- 





a month previous, | 


adding! 
argument that the | 
| 


is also likely to appear in | 


out the ghost walking at all. 


Equity to guarantee salaries. 
boy being partly used to pay off for 
| last week. 


| required to post security or addi- 
tional funds for the final week. 


Henderson to Journey 
To Far Places Mapping 
| Katharine: Cornell Tour 





That Katharine Cornell is desirous 
of making world-wide appearances is 
authenticated by the plans of her 


tic. Latter will send her 
representative, Ray Henderson, on a 
trip which will take more than five 
months, he to visit the far flung 
stands on the tentative itinerary. 


It is the most-prized assignment 
ever given a press agent, expenses 
being on the management. Hender- 
son’s first objective will be Australia 
and New Zealand, with Manila and 
the Orient next. He will then stop 
at India, travel to South Africa, and 
finally into South America. Hender- 
son will enter into tentative bookings 
and if the tour is definitely decided 
on upon his return, the dates will be 
made definite by cable or radio com- 
munications. P. a. is not due back 
in New York until next December. 


Miss Cornell's tour would start in 
June, 1938, and she may be gone two 
years, since appearances for a sea- 
son in London would also be sched- 
uled. Proposed to carry productions 
for six plays. Contemplated tour is 
not figured for profit and star would 
be satisfied if it breaks even. 


Easton’s Strawhat 


Easton, Pa., May 4. 

Theatre Arts, Easton’s recently or- 
ganized dramatic group, has obtained 
a barn on outskirts of city and will 
present a number of plays during 
summer. 

Barn is now being converted into 
theatre, with stage and seating ca- 
pacity of about 500. First play will 
be presented in June and will be 
‘The Sap Runs High.’ 











ment, players and chorus of ‘The 
Eternal Road,’ Manhattan O. H., | 
N. Y., have not received salaries on | 


Show had $15,000 on deposit with | 
That | 


‘Road’ has dated the clos- | 
ing for May 15, and will probably be | 


|} eral consultant for 





THEATRE PARTY TICKET 
GROUP ELECTS OFFICERS 


Following the organizing trend in 
the theatre, those ticket people who 
specialize on theatre parties have 
gotten together, elected officers and 
adopted plans. Party people are all 
women, who claim their usefulness 
has been recognized and that as they 
bring money to the box offices they 
deserve consideration from the man- 
agers. 





One of the aims is to establish uni- | 


formity in prices, another being to 


stop alleged chiseling that has crept | 


into their end of the business. 





‘Gordon Taking Time 


was not completed until Friday and | 


Out From Pic Work to 


Get Back Into Legit 


Hollywood, May 4. 

Max Gordon plans to 
with his current assignment as gen- 
RKO in time to 
leave for New York (21) and launch 


legit production plans for next sea- | 


son. He is working here with Sam 
Briskin, 


Commitments preclude Gordon’s 


functioning similarly with Mervyn 
LeRoy on the new Rodgers and 
Hart musical for Warners. A new 


|Clare Boothe Brokaw Luce play is 


coming up for Gordon’s production, 
also a new Rodgers and Hart stage 


producer-husband, Guthrie McClin- | musical. 


personal | 


In the late fall Gordon will be 
back in Hollywood to produce the 
film version of ‘The Women,’ the 
Luce play which he produced on 
Broadway. This, Gordon’s debut as 
a picture producer, will be made in 
association with Harry Goetz for 
United Artists release. 

Gordon plans to adhere closely 
to the stage play and will use a 
cast composed exclusively of wom- 
en, figuring that this departure will 
be a novelty helping to put the film 
over and injection of males might 
jeopardize its attractiveness. 


conclusion of the play’s N. Y. run, 
with possibility that some of the 
leads in the stage play also will be 
cast for the picture. 





Burleigh New Director 
At Pittsburgh Playhouse 


Pittsburgh, May 4. 

Board of Directors of Pittsburgh 
Playhouse has named Frederick Bur- 
leigh, of Indianapolis Civic theatre, 
director of local group for 1937-38 
season. He succeeds Herbert V. Gel- 
lendre, who recently resigned post 
he has held for two years following 
split with Playhouse board over 
budget matters and policies. 

Burleigh is a graduate of Dart- 
mouth College and Prof. Baker’s 47 
Workshop at Yale, and is due here 
next week to spend fortnight with 








Board mapping plans for new season. 





League of N. Y. Theatres Is Likely 
To Approve NYTPA’s Standard Pact 





Labor committee of League of 
New York Theatres meets today 
(Wednesday) to consider standard 
contract submitted by New York 


Theatrical Press Agents. Expected 
basic pact will be speedily okayed 
as is. Committee has advised press 
agents’ group it will probably have 
a decision ready by tomorrow. 
Contract, finally agreed upon by 
the press agents at a meeting last 
week, after a series of conferences, 


$100-a-week minimum. 


Since all 
‘reputable’ 


producers have consis- 
, tently paid press agents more than 
| that figure, no difficulty 
| pated over the contract. Pointed out 





Fo press agent body that the stand- | 


ard pact is aimed primarily to pro- 
tect the less-established agents. 

| Figured that if the NYTPA and 
League agree on basic contract it 
will keep so-called ‘intermittent’ 
producers from hiring lesser-known 


was submitted to managers last 
Thursday (29). Reported managers | 
‘seemed receptive and agreeable.’ 
Principal point is stipulation for 


is antici- | 


agents for peanuts. Idea is that in 
case of need, League could refuse 
lease of Broadway house to any 
manager not meeting NYTPA con- 
tract terms. That possibility is con- 
sidered remote, however. 

When its contract with League is 
settled, one of the NYTPA's first ac- 


certed effort to control pass lists for 
legit houses. Annie Oakleys have 
always been major headache to 
Broadway press agents and now 
that they’re organized, they plan to 
dope out some formula for slicing 
| the free list. Just what method will 
be used hasn't been determined, but 
| probably one change will be to re- 
; quire all newspaper 
come through the dramatic desks. 

Ray Henderson is NYTPA prez. 
Elise Chisholm is vice-prez, Phyllis 
Perlman is. secretary. 
Saylor is treasurer. 
York Theatres’ labor 
cludes Marcus . Heiman, Warren 
Munsell, J. H. Ryley,. David Fine- 
stone, L. Lawrence Weber, Leonard 
Bergman. 





League of New 
committee in- 


wash up| 


| prefer 
|in the Echo, 


| 
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Wm. Gillette, Author-Star, Dies 
At 81; One of Wealthiest Actors 





William Gillette, actor, manager 
and playwright, died in Hartford last 
Thursday (29), of a pulmonary hem- 
orrhage. Had he lived until July, he 
would have passed his 82d year. He 
had been confined in a Hartford hos- 
pital for several weeks but was re- 

ported to be improving. He had 
| spent some time in the same hospital 
at the end of last year but was dis- 
charged at Christmas time. Recently 
his physicians urged his return to 
the institution, but until the day be- 
fore his death his situation was not 
regarded as critical. In recent years 
he had made his home at Hadlyme, 
;/Conn., where he built an estate on 
which his chief delight was a mini- 
ature railroad which traversed the 
three-mile track all laid out within 
the grounds of the estate, to which 
he gave the name of Seventh Sister. 

Gillette was one of the wealthiest 
| actors in America, his fortune being 
| estimated as high as $2,000,000. Estate 
has been bequeathed to four rela- 
tives unknown to show business. He 
hoped his house and grounds would 





not fall into the hands of some 
‘saphead.’ 

He earned most of his money un- 
der the management of Charles 
Frohman, particularly in ‘Secret 


Service’ and ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ His 
share usually was 60% of the profits, 
plus author’s royalties. Around the 


| Empire theatre, N. Y., headquarters 


of the Frohmans, he was known to 
seclusion, but liked to lunch 
first dairy lunch on 
Broadway. 

Gillette was an agnostic and even 
when Frohman died he stood on the 
steps of the temple, although a hon- 


Lundy & Kamsler 
Plan Summer Stock 
On B way; at $1 Top 








Production will be held off until | 


tions is expected to be toward con- | 


requests to | 


Oliver M. | 





| Stock company, to play regular 
| Broadw ay legit house at $1 top, will 
open May 24 under management of 
Lundy & Kamsler, new producing 
firm. While partners refused to re- 
veal which house they would have, 
it is rumored company will play the 
44th St. theatre. Plan to run as long 
as possible, at least until September. 

First play will be ‘The Bat,’ with 
other standard thrillers and who- 
dunits of several seasons ago to fol- 
low. Comedies and straight dramas 
may be done later. Ben Lundy will 
be billed as producer, with B. F. 
Kamsler directing and Frederick 
Fox designing sets. Figure on nu- 
cleus of about ten players, several 
of whom will be names. Shows will 
run minimum of a week. Claim no 
actors have been definitely set so 
far. 


Plans to Spend $30,000 


Renovating Pitt’s Nixon 








Pittsburgh, May 4. 

Nirdlinger Bros., owners of the 
Nixon theatre, town’s single legit 
site, paid their first visit to Pitts- 
burgh in two years, last week, and 
left for Philly with the announce- 
ment they would spend $30,000 re- 
pairing the house for next season. 
Half of that will be used for new 
seats, first time upholstering at play- 
house has been touched since site 
opened more than 30 years ago. 


Decision is result of most success- 
ful years house :as had in almost a 
decade. House got around 34 weeks 
this season, topping by 10 previous 
high since depression. 

Nixon had only two losing weeks. 
Curiously enough, they were both 
turned in by tryouts of London hits, 
‘Two Mrs. Carrolls’ and ‘Close 
Quarters.’ Latter, which wound up 
legit season except for current Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh musical, ‘Trailer, 
Ho,’ gave house a new low. Estimate 
of $2,500 for last week was too high. 
Two-character play got only around 
$1,750. or about a hundred bucks 
under ‘Carrolls.’ 





‘Drunkard’ Reels On 





Hollywood, May 4. 
‘The Dunkard’ entered its 200th 





orary pallbearer. Several years ago 
he communicated with a friend in 
New York, inquiring about the 
Catholic religion, but never got 
around to adopting that faith, since 
the services in Hartford were read 
by a Congregational pastor, 
Winchell Smith 

Star gave his nephew, the late 
Winchell Smith, his first start in 
the theatre. It was a part in ‘Secret 
Service.’ Smith started writing at 
the age of 34 and his first play, 
‘Like Mother Made,’ later ‘Turn to 
The Right,’ dated the phenomenal 
success of Smith and John Golden 
as managers. 


Gillette, born in Hartford, made 
his initial stage appearance in 1875 
in ‘The Gilded Age,’ in Boston. It 
was followed by several years in 
stock in Boston, Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville, St. Louis and New Orleans. His 
Boston engagement at the Globe the- 
atre was obtained for him by: Sam- 
uel L. Clemens (Mark Twain), a 
Hartford neighbor. 

In June, 1881, he made his. first 
definite advance when he appeared 
at the Madison Square theatre, N. Y., 
in his own light comedy, ‘The Pro- 
fessor,’ in which he played the lead- 
ing role of an absent-minded and 
rather timid educator besieged by a 
flock of young girls at a summer re- 
sort hotel. The play, an amusing 
trifle, ran for more than a year, at 
the Madison Square, then managed 
by Gustav Frohman, aided by his 
brother, Daniel. This was followed 
by the lead in ‘The Young Mrs. Win- 
throp’ at the same theatre and this 
in turn was followed by ‘Digby’s 
Secretary,’ less successful, and then 
‘The Private Secretary,’ done from a 
German source, in which he scored 
another emphatic hit in a role some- 
what: similar to that in ‘The Pro- 
fessor. The play was offered in 
other versions, by several others, 
but the Frohman production more 
than held its own and it placed Gil- 
lette very definitely in the list of 
important light comedians. 

‘Held By the Enemy’ 

His next hit was his own ‘Held by 
the Enemy,’ in which he played the 
role of a flip war correspondent op- 
posite Minnie Dupree. In turn he 
was seen in ‘Too Much Johnson,’ 
premiered at the Garrick, N. Y., and 
in ‘Secret Service,’ another war play, 
but on heavier lines than ‘Enemy.’ 
Then came his version of ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ at the same theatre, in 
which he scored one of his outstand- 
ing successes. The play ran to ca- 
pacity for more than three years, the 
only slight variance in the receipts 
being the number of standees. 

He was next seen in ‘The Admir- 
able Crichton,’ which also enjoyed 
a long run, and in his own ‘Clarice,’ 
not very successful. He made the 
initial production at the Duke of 
York’s theatre, London, and later 
toured it in this country. Later he 
played at the Criterion in ‘Sampson,’ 
which he had adapted from the 
French. 

Other plays written by him were 
‘Esmeralda,’ from the Frances Hodg- 
son Burnett novel, which had more 
than a year at the Madison Square; 
‘All the Comforts of Home,’ ‘Mr. 
Wilkinson’s Widows,’ ‘Settled Out of 
Court,’ ‘Ninety Days,” ‘Because She 
Loved Him So,’ ‘The Red Owl,’ 
‘Among Thieves,’ ‘Miss Electricity,’ 
‘The Dream Maker’ and an adapta- 
tion of Rider Haggard’s ‘She,’ into 
which he wrote an additional char- 
acter, that of a newspaper corre- 
spondent, to contribute the comedy 
relief. Loie Fuller, later to invent 
the serpentine dance, played the 
dramatic role of ‘Ustane.’” Owing to 
casting troubles, he played the cor- 
respondent himself for a few weeks 
on the road. 

His career was interrupted by nu- 
merous periods of retirement, due to 
ill health, in which he devoted his 
time to writing. In 1910 he appeared 
cn Broadway in revivals of ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes,’ ‘The Private Secre- 
tary,” ‘Too Much Johnson’ and ‘Se- 
cret Service.’ In 1914 he was at the 
Empire in Beauclerc’s ‘Diplomacy 


and the following year he again re- - 


vived ‘Holmes’ and ‘Service.’ In 1917 
he was in Clare Kummer’s ‘Success- 


| ful Calamity,’ and the year following 
{in Barrie's 
| latter play which first attracted at- 


‘Dear Brutus.’ It was the 


| tention to Helen Hayes. His last ap- 


| pearance was a brief season in John 


mga ‘Three Wise Fools’ last 
ear. The tour lasted five. weeks. 


| week yesterday (Monday) when the | “om of which was played in New 


1,400th consecutive performance was | 


given. 
Play is at the Theatre Mart. 


| severe 


In the fall he contracted a 
cold, which eventualls 
caused his death. 


| York. 
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Philly's Mayor Nixes ‘Orchids’ 
After ‘Command’ Performance AlN 





+ 


Philadelphia, May 4. 

Philly’s belligerent Mayor, S. 
Davis Wilson, who has constituted 
himself a staunch and relentless de- 
fender of the morals of local the- 
atregoers, is at it again. He’s closed 
another show. 

Latest row came as a complete 
surprise to almost everybody and is 
concerned with Charles Abramson’s 
new musical, ‘Orchids Preferred, 
which opened Wednesday (April 24) 
night, after two postponements. 
Show received sharp panning from 
most of the local crix, but there was 
nary a peep heard from any source 
after the first night concerning any 
possible objectionable matter. 

But it seems that members of the 
“heatre control board,’ body of 
censors appointed by Mayor Wilson 
a year ago, found ‘obvious vulgarity, 
indecency of plot and general lower- | 
ing of theatrical standards.’ 

Hence a ‘command performance | 
Thursday night, which was attended 
by the Mayor, his secretary, Louis 
Wilgarde, two members of the cen- 
sors board, two reporters and the 
house and show staff. Money for all 
seats sold had been ordered re- 
funded; there wasn’t much. 

Before the end of Act I, Mayor 
Wilson stalked up the aisle putting 
on his famous fuming and muttering 
routine. 

‘We can’t possibly permit this 
show to go on here,’ he said for the 
benefit of the show’s production 
staff and the lonesome newspaper- 
men. He also told Abramson that 
the singing and voices were ‘rotten,’ 
but on the advice of Wilgarde de- 
leted these remarks from his com- 
ments for the papers. 

‘I fully agree with Board of The- 
atre Control,’ he said, ‘the show is 
improper and can’t be permitted to 
go on here. Philadelphia will per- 
mit only decent shows. There is 
scarcely a situation in this whole 
plot which doesn’t reek of licen- 
tiousness.’” 

Wilson’s last row was over ‘Mu- 
latto,’ skedded for the Locust, last 
winter... Mayor said ‘Nix’ and that 
‘Nix’ stood, although Wilson warred 
with one dissenting member of the 
Censor Board, Mrs. Upton Favorite, 
on the matter and suspended her for 
a time. 

Papers here gave plenty of front 
Page space to current row on ‘Or- 
chids Preferred.’ 

Regular review on the play is on 
page 56. 


20TH LOOKS SET TO 
PAY 156 FOR ‘CURTAIN’ 


Picture rights of ‘The Curtain 
Rises,’ which was presented in the 
fall of 1933 by Morris Green and 
Frank McCoy at the Vanderbilt. 
N. Y., will probably be bought by 
20th-Fox. Play was written by B. 
M. Kaye, a New York attorney, who 
Was a silent partner in several pro- 
ductions. An offer of $10,000 had 
Previously been rejected and current 
figure is $15,000. 

Jean Arthur played the lead in 
‘Curtain Rises’ and on the strength 
of her performance, attracted fresh 
attention from Hollywood. She re- 
turned immediately after the play 
closed and went on to highest film 
Successes of her career. 

















Antoinette Perry Ill | 


' 

Antoinette Perry, the actress-di- | 
rector, was ill with intestinal influ- 
enza at her home last week. 


She was reported favorably early 
this week. 





DRAMATISTS GUILD MEFRTING | 

Special meeting of the Dramatists 
Guild has been called for May 20 to 
take up the matter of dues and pay- 
ments of royalty to the Guild. 

Figures were considerably cut 
down last year to ease the payments 
for those earning under $2,500 per 
year, with the result that the Guild 
's finding itself running behind. 








Not Dirty 


Newark, May 4. 

‘Orchids Preferred,’ musical 
comedy banned in Philly last 
week, opened at the Shubert 
here last night. First nighters 
and crix of a. m. sheets couldn’t 
understand what seemed ob- 
jectionable to Philly’s mayor; 
or, perhaps, much of the ques- 
tionable material had been 
taken out before showing here. 

Some or the dialog, in the 
first act only, is spicy, in the 
‘Greeks Had a Word for It’ 
manner, but there is a dull let- 
down thereafter. Show is long- 
drawn-out on the whole and, in 
its present state, seems above 
official criticism. 











BURLEY HALT 


MAY RECLAIM 
42D ST. 


Should burlesque be ruled off defi- 
nitely, the status of 42nd street, one 
time noted for its legit theatres on 
the block between Broadway and 
Eighth avenue, may be considerably 
changed next season. There were 
three legiters on the block playing 
stock burley—Apollo, Eltinge and 
Republic, all going dark last Satur- 
day when licenses were not renewed. 


In the opinion of realty men, legit 
shows have a good chance to return 
to the block, which has but one thea- 
tre with that policy (New Amster- 
dam, dark). That goes especially for 
the Apollo and the Eltinge may be 
re-converted although in need of 
rehabilitation. Chances of turning 
two of the spots into picture houses 
depends on the amount ef product 
available, since there are a flock of 
grind film theatres on the block. 


Apollo cannot be used for pictures. 
It is owned by the Bowery Savings 
Bank, which also controls the Times 
Square, adjoining. When the latter 
was leased for pictures, it was stipu- 
lated in the lease that no films could 
be shown in the Apollo. Eltinge has 
a frontage of 33 feet and stores may 
replace the front of the house. Re- 
public is one of oldest theatres in 


the group, and is expected to turn 


to grind films. 

Realty people are very definite in 
their ideas as to how the block was 
ruined for legit—they blame _ bur- 
lesque. If burley is out, failure to 
pay the rent will lead to prompt 
dispossesses. 


Central City 0. H. Signs 





Ruth Gordon in Ibsen Play. 





Denver, May 4. 

Ruth Gordon will star at the 
Central City Opera house this sum- 
mer in Henrik Ibsen's ‘The Doll's 
House.’ Jed Harris has been signed 
as producer. 

Richard S. Aldrich, who will direct 
this year, is assembling company in 
New York, where rehearsals will be- 
gin, with the cast moving to Central 
City July 9 to continue rehearsals 
for the opening, July 17. 


Manhattan Players Fold 


Mount Vernon, N. Y., May 4. 

Manhattan Players, who opened 
here April 10 for a stay of eight 
weeks, have departed. Found the 
going just as tough as every other 
stock organization in the past. 

It was the first attempt at stage 
shows here in eight years and the 
attendance was off despite the fact 
that the auditorium of the ritzy West- 
chester Woman's club was used, and 
the club lent its support generally. 





—— 
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b FAIR 
J 
| Attempt to Be Made to Re- 
store S. F. to High Place 


Formerly Held as Drama 
Center of Far 


B’way Interest Shown 


PRIZE FOR BEST PLAY 


San Francisco will attempt to re- 
store its former status in theatricals 
if the plans of its amusement com- 
mittee for the 1939 Fair there are 
consummated. In the nineties and 
before the quake and fire (1906) it 
was one of the land’s best theatre 
towns for legitimate and stock at- 
tractions. That Frisco will again 
support as many such houses is un- 
likely nor is its e::position expected 
to rival New York's World's Fair, 
dated for the same time, but the 
stage revival plans will interest show 
business. 

Golden Gate Exposition directors 
propose to offer a handsome prize 
for the best American play. Whether 
the wmner be an unproduced work 
to be first presented thére, or 
whether the selection be made from 
parently not been decided. The ex- 
pectation, however, is San Fran- 
cisco’s fame as a producing center 
can be recaptured, for a time at 
least. 

Broadway showmen, who have 
gone to the Coast, have tentatively 
made plans to operate in Frisco. The 
great volume of talent around Holly- 
wood makes the matter of casting 
no real problem. Some 
managers will be attracted to the 
west coast fair, although the season 
and summer of 1939 are figured to 
be a natural for New York. That is 
one reason why legit managers have 
finally decided to bring their houses 
up to date with air conditioning sys- 
tems. 

’Frisco’s Heyday 

In its heyday as a live show town, 
attractions were frequently booked 
in for two weeks and some for a 
month. Before the fire there were 
such theatres operating as the Al- 
cazar, Columbia, Tivoli, Princess, 
Van Ness, Baldwin, Grand Opera 
House and Valencia. At present 


(Continued on page 59) 


‘LEANING ON LETTY’ 





Charlotte Greenwood will tour the 
east next fall in ‘Leaning on Letty,’ 
in which she starred in Chicago this 
season during a 20-week engagement. 
Play is the drama known on Broad- 
way as ‘Post Road,’ but is embel- 
lished by the lanky comedienne with 


act. Play originally opened cold and 
was not toured. 

Miss Greenwood may bring the 
show into New York for a repeat in 
her manner. but is hopeful of ap- 
pearing on Broadway ina new play 
around next New Year’s. She sailed 
| for London with her husband, Mar- 
tin Broones, 





| Wilson Grabs London Hit 


b 


| Blumey Owns Film Rights 


‘George and Margaret,’ current 
| London success, is due for presenta- 
| tion in New York next season under 
| the auspices of John C. Wilson, an 
associate of Noel Coward, who of- 
fered the British star and Gertrude 
Lawrence here this season in “To- 
night at 8:30. A. C. Blumenthal, 
however. is reported to have pur- 
chased the film rights. Reputed price 
is $50,000. 

Blumey currently in London. 
Authors reserved the picture rights, 
and if the play is presented here 
Wilson and his associates will not be 
in on the film coin. 
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West — | 


some standout on Broadway, has ap- | 


Eastern | 


PLANS EASTERN TOUR’ 


songs and dances at the end of each | 


| 
composer, Tuesday (4). | 








Vote of Confidence 


Equity’s council voted unani- 
mously against a proposal that 
the salaries of Frank Gillmore 
| and Paul Dulzell be reduced. 
Idea was the aim of a petition 
filed recently. The propsal, 
however, will be placed before 
members at the annual meeting 
and election, June 4 

There will be 14 members 
the council present. 


of 











TREND A NEW 
LEGIT WORRY 





Broadway is eyeing with interest 
| and no little concern the current 
showing of two plays in New York 


|at radically reduced rates, irre- 
spective of the regular cut-rate 
channels. Both ‘Dead End’ at the 
Belasco and ‘Behind Red Livhts’ at 


the 46th St., N. Y., have sliced pric 
of ducats at the b.o. in the hove of 
| spanning the summer. First named 
play has cut from $3.30 to $1.65. 


Understood that many legiters feel 
that this is a move in the wrong 
direction in audience’ education. 
They claim that it will encourage 


patrons to give full-price shows the 
go-by in the hope that they, too, will 
eventually be forced to slice ticket 
prices if competition gets keen. 

For years there has been a vast 
army of film show customers that 
has systematically refused to pat- 
ronize the N. Y. first-run deluxers, 
preferring to wait until the pics they 
want to see reach the nabe theatres 
—at low prices. 


EQUITY CANDIDATES 
MUST FILE CONSENT 


Equity adopted a rule Jast week 
covering last-minute petitions placing 
candidates in the field for the coming 
election. Such late petitions must be 
accompanied by the written promise 
of the candidete that he or she will 
run. 

Same rule had applied to regular 
candidates, idea being that all candi- 
dates must be bonafide and will not 
be permitted to withdraw after the 
ballots are printed. There were no 
petitions received last week and the 
deadline for independent candidate: 
was Tuesday (4). 


Adolphus, Ballet Master, 


For St. Louis Muny Operas 


St. Louis, May 4. 
Theodore Adolphus, former pre- 











| Opera Comique in Paris, has been 
engaged as ballet master, and Al 
White, Jr.. Broadway dance star- 


producer, as dance director of Mu- 


| nicipal Opera’s 1937 season. They 
| have not been on production staff 
|of al fresco theatre before. Thi: 


will be the first yeas Muny theatre 
is having a ballet master as well as 
a regular dance director as hereto- 
fore two different fields of dancing 
eer conducted by a single person. 
| Adolphus and White will arrive 
|here for auditions for 92 chorus 
| members to be held May 3, 4 and 
| 


& 
Jd. 
Richard Berger, productions man- 


ager, will be in charge of tryouts, 
| assisted by Zeke Colvan, stage di- 
| rector; George Hirst, musical direc- 
| tor, and assistants. 


B WAY CUT-RATE 


mier dancer and assistant maitre of | 


OM (Equity’s Indie Group Concentrating 
On Being Represented in Council: 
Have No Candidates for Officers 


The 


the 


opposition in Equity is out in 


open and contends that its aims 


have been misinterpreted by the ad- 
minisiration. Idea of having an op- 


position candidate for president is 


out. Group will concentrate on plac- 
ing people of its choice on the coun- 
cil. 





With Walter Hampeéen having 
definitely rejected a place on its 
ticket, the opposition states that it 
;has no other candidate for the post 
for any of the other offices. The po- 
sition of E. J. Blunkall is left up in 
the wir. His Lambs Club sponsors 
| may enter their candidate and, if so, 
there will be no other opposition to 
Frank Gillmore, Paul Dulzell and 
|other officers for re-election for ane 
other three-year period. 


Asitation for new blood in Equity 
leadership seems to be not so much a 
personal opposition to its officers but 
ihe methods they claim have been 
adopted. Major protest is over the 
manner in which sessions 
ij} have been conducted. The adminis- 

trative functions of the council are 
|alleced to have been usurped, be- 
cause of weak-kneed aititude of most 
jof the coune'llors. 
! 


council 


Difference of Opinion 

| Exneciation that by s.citing its 

counc:] candidates elected there will 

| be an administration along the lines 
inalily planned by the actors as- 


is 


1 Oo} 


| sociation. They claim that for 19 
} years such functions have virtually 
passed out of the hands of the coun- 


cil and that officers long in charge 
have swayed that body, Whether 
the actors have or have not gotten 


a fair deal thereby is not stated, 
|} but the record shows that most of 
ithe reforms or changes in policy 


sought by the group once known as 
the Actors Forum are now in force, 
such as rehearsal pay, limitation of 
rehearsal hours, rules for cutting sale 
aries. 

The move for a secret ballot is one 
of the latest demands by the group, 
which further contends that the ad- 
minisiration has exaggerated the in- 
tent of the proposed constitutional 
amendment on that issue. It is ad- 
mitted that the phrasing of the 
amendment change is open to a dif- 
ference of opinicn but that the only 
matiers for which secret voting is 
souzht is for elections and referen- 
dums. They say the idea that the 
proposed change might mean that 
jeven motions to adjourn meetings by 


secret balloting is ridiculous. Tues- 
day council nixed plan to reduce 
dues. 


Because of that and the expecta- 
tion of eleciing its candidates to the 
council, the opposition is establishing 
an office and plans to send out press 
releases. They have already okayed 
half a dozen council candidates 
on the regular ticket and point out 
with some satisfaction that those 
same players were selected last year 
for the same post by the then called 
Forum. 





| oo 


EQUITY INDIE GROUP 
TAKES HEADQUARTERS 


adherents for an _ inde- 
ticket opened campaign 
| headquarters over Ralph's cafe, West 
145th Sireet, N. Y., with Harold Mof- 
fei chairmen in charge. A committee 
called at Equity yesterday (4) and 
| obtained consent of council to have 
| their campaign literature sent out by 
| Equity’s office, but at the expense of 
ithe candidates. Committee also 
| sought to have Equity give full sup- 
port to the Screen Actors Guild in 
the present situation on the Coast. 
Opposition’s platform: no deduc- 
jtion of rehearsal money under eny 
conditions; a single minimum, that 
of $40 or more weekly; inclusion in 
WPA of all Equityites in need. 
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Gene Buck Honored by Catholic Actors, 


Notables es Pay High 


By JACK PULASKI 
In the ballroom of the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., Sunday (2) night, Gene Buck 
was given the adoration ef men of 
all walks of life, at a 
by the Catholic Actors’ 
in its 23d year, 


dinner held 
Guild, 
it being the 
formed. On the 
Herbert 
Jam Ss 


now 
first of 
the stage guilds 
dais were an ex-president, 
Hoover, a cabinet member, 
A. Farley, church dignitaries, 
ticilans and prominents of the stage. 
There were no less than 23 sveeches, 
consuming two hours and 30 min- 
utes, the proceedings being on the 
air throughout that stretch. 

Most of the addresses were in 
praise of the honored guest, presi- 
dent of ASCAP, but there were hu- 
morous interludes and displays of 
oratorical brilliance. The changes of 
pace were provided by Monsignor 
Sheen, Harry Hershfield, Clarence 
Budington Kelland and Ed Wynn, 
who tapered off the rather dry re- 
marks of a battery of political speak- | 
ers. Many men of the cloth were 
seated among the guests. 


pol - 


Praise for Stage Cleanup 


The keynote from the dais not | 
only lauded Buck, but praised the 
movement to clean. up the stage. 
Before Edward P. Mulrooney intro- 
duced the toastmaster, Joseph P. 
Tumulty, he said there was another 
reason, other than Buck’s geniality, 
for the occasion, and that was his 
wholesomeness and cleanness in the 
theatre. Paul Moss, license commis- 
sioner, who doused burlesque, was 


called for. He was present, but did 
not arise, although roundly ap- 
plauded. 


When Buck arose it was past mid- 
night. In his usual, sincere manner 
he said he had just been splashed 
with the milk of human kindness. 
He condemned dirt on the stage— 
‘smut without a smirk.’ President 
Hoover had spoken briefly but a 
short time before, having 


guest, it was said. Mr. Hoover w: 
‘glad to be here with so many tee 
ex-presidents’ and said that Buck’s 


outstanding characteristic is kind- | 
ness. Reference to the other execs 


came after William Gaxton claimed 
to have been ‘the only Catholic 
president the U. S. ever had.’ That 
meant his part in ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 
Gaxton called Buck a great con- 
vincer, the man who influenced Flo 
Ziegfeld to engage such comedians 
as Wynn. Latter was on next-to- 
closing, with several gadgets which 
brought laughter. 


Kelland Ribs Buck 


Kelland admitted he came to voice 
the protest of the old (bloody) sixth 
ward of Detroit (Buck’s home town): 
‘It pains me to call him mister. 
Back in 1892 we didn’t think he’d 
amount to much, we stick to that 
opinion and we don’t approve of 
this whole curious mess.’ Hershfield 
won the best laugh by remarking 
that because Buck had brought so 
many character witnesses ‘it’s not 
so good for me.’ 

Tumulty said that after a lifetime 
in politics he knew about audiences 
and thought his poor ability inade- 
quate, but over the air he was rated 
excellent. Tumulty thought the din- 
ner a ‘tribute to old days and old 
ways, a grand medley of men and 
women.’ Buck called himself ‘just 
an old-fashioned guy’ . Alfred 
J. Tally mentioned the statue to 
Father Duffy, which was unveiled 
ir Longacre Square Sunday (2) 
afternoon and there were cheers for 
the chaplain of the fighting Irish 
69th regiment. . M. H. (Deac) 
Aylesworth’s mention of Hoover also 
cheered . Deems Taylor pre- 
sented a scroll signed by 60 com- 
posers in Hollywood... . Grantland 
Rice read a poem, ‘Without a Buck.’ 

. Irving Caesar spoke as an emis- 
sary from tin pan alley, doubling 
his allowed time. ... Mgr. McIntyre 
spoke as a representative of Cardi- 
nal Hayes. Mer. Sheen paid 
tribute to actors who bring into the 
world a sense of humor. .. . Father 
Donovan of Great Neck, Fritz Lan- 


ham of Texas, J. Edgar Hoover and 

Alfred J. McCosker also spoke. 
Telegrams from President Roose- 

velt, Vice President Garner. Mayor 


LaGuardia, Jesse 11. Jones and Geo. 
M. Cohan (abroad) were read. 





*‘God’s Model’ drama by Geoffrey | 


Lane acquired by Lodewick Vroom 
for fall production. 





iment can be made of the estate of 





under 


| ber of years, except for an occasional 





| Negro 
crossed | 8 


the continent to dine with the mar | 


| June  # 


Tributes at Dinner 


| SEEKING TAX DEFAULT 
LIABILITY IN ATLANTA 


At lanta, 


A complaint filed in 
Superior court last week by 





May 4 
Fulton 
John L. | 


We cower ge for the Trust Co. of | 
Georgia, executor, asked the city, 
county and state to set up claims for 
approximately $60,000 in back taxes 


against the Erlanger theatre 
property, so the court can determine 
who is liable for the taxes. 
Complaint sets out that the matter 
must be settled before final settle- 


for- 
who 


the late Baroness Rosenkrantz, 
merly Rebie Lowe, of this city, 
died in N. Y. in 1935 
Complaint reveals taxes’ have not 
been paid on the property, now 
lease to W. F. Winecoff, for 
approximately 10 years. 
Theatre has been dark for a num- | 
legit show. Tallulah Bankhead is 
winding up her tour in ‘Reflected 
Glory’ on Erlanger’s stage with her 
performance today (Wednesday). 


WPA Plays Skedded 
For Union City, N. J. 


Newark, May 4. 
WPA Federal Theatre of New 
Jersey, Louis M. Simon, directing, 
is presenting a series of new and old 
stage plays at the Hudson theatre, 
Union City, for a limited engage- 
ment, beginning May 15. Theatre has 
been housing burlesque all season, 
but lessee, Jules Leventhal, intends 
putting a‘ stock company there after 

the Federal Theatre engagement. 
First production which the Gov- 
ernment is sponsoring is a new play, 
‘The Trial of Dr. Beck,’ by a young 
playwright, Hughes Allison, 
described asa psychological court- 
room drama. Play booked is at 
Shubert theatre, Newark, week of 








Merlin Leaves FTP 


Frank Merlin, 





producer of the 


variety unit of the WPA Federal 
theatre, has withdrawn from the 
project. 


Put on “Aachine Age,’ WPA revue 
which opened last Friday (30) at tle 
Majestic, Brooklyn. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
Anne Nichols. 

‘Damaged Goods’ (revival)—Rich- 
ard Highley. 

‘Room Service’—George Abbott. 

‘Sea Legs’—Bannister and Byrne. 

‘Money Made’—Edward Relkin., 


(revival)— 





Three Mich. Strawhats 


Chicago, May 4. 
According to contracts in the local 





Equity. office Michigan is going 
to be quite a center of stock 
activity this summer, with three 
spots set for the hot season. Headed 
by the Robert Henderson ‘spring 
festival’ annual gallop in Ann 


Arbor, plus the Martin Barton stock 
venture in Grand Rapids, with the 
new entry slated to be located in 
Marquette under the guidance of 
J. R. Calloway. 


Grand Rapids stock opens this 
week with ‘Bishop Misbehaves.’ 
James Kirkwood headlining’ the 
‘Bishop’ play. Also set with the 


are Helen Ray, 
William White- 
and Arthur 


Grand Rapids stock 
Josephine Dunn, 
head, William Dorbin 
Davidson. 


WPA ‘FAUSTUS 





HITS 100 MARK 


‘Dr. Faustus,” WPA’s most success- 
ful show to date, played 100th per- 
(Tuesday) at 
Mi. <a 


formance last night 


the Maxine Elliott, having 


played to total of about 80,000, at 
average of 5,000 a week. Longest 


consecutive run rung up by any 
Federal show. Top price is 55c. : 

Other notable marks set by WPA 
show are the Negro ‘Macbeth,’ which 
gave 144 performances to around 
117,000 attendance. Show played 
York houses and seven 
road cities, finally folding Oct. 17, 
1936. ‘Murder in the Cathedral’ 


gave 38 performances before around 
39,000 people. Gilbert and Sullivan 
troupe (up to April 1) had given 
283 performances for attendance of 
approximately 254,000. 

Various companies of ‘It Can't 
Happen Here’ played 267 times for 
about 184,000 persons up to April 1. 
Show is still playing few spot book- 
ings. ‘Power,’ hit show, had given 
35 performances up to April 1, for 
28,000 attendance. 

‘Adam and Eve’ played 102 times 
before 138,000 people. ‘Emperor’s 
New Clothes’ (juve play) ran 97 per- 
formances for 129,000 attendance. 
‘Horse Play’ (portable show playing 
outdoors to houses of 5,000 to 25,000) 
has totaled 174,000 attendance in 17 
performances and, up to April 1, 
‘The Sun and I’ had played 32 times 
before 19,000 persons. 


three New 





Seattle’s FTP Foursome 


Seattle May 4 

Federal Theatre Project here will 
go ambitious this month, with four 
plays, at the Moore theatre. 

Each will run four days a week. 
They are ‘Stevedore, May 5, with 
colored cast; ‘Blind Alley,’ May 12; 
‘In Abraham’s Bosom,’ May 19, and 
‘Warrior’s Husband,’ May 26. 





May Include B.0. 


Government's Ticket Agency Inquiry 
Men and Managers 





The government’s claim for its 
share of admissions taxes which the 
Internal Revnue Dept. figures was 
withheld by ticket brokers, is also 
reported to include certain box office 
men and several managers. One of 
the latter is known to share in the 
‘ice’ which is in the from of gratui- 
ties, and is said to be paying the 








| would 


rightful percentage of the take to 
the collector. 

When the law was changed several 
years ago eliminating the 50% cut 
to the government on premiums in 
excess of 50 cents (later raised to 75 
cents, plus tax), that portion of the 
statute which called for a 50-50 divy, 
if the manager participated in agency 
gratuities was left unchanged. The 
managerial offices accepting ticket 
excess from the box office must split 
with the collector which in essence 
makes the government participate in 
the practice. 

From the present agitation it 
seem that Washington is try- 
ing to force some agencies out of 
business. A corps of Federal men 
was sent to New York recently to 
clean up the tax claims and have 





been analyzing the records of brok- 
ers who were arrested and placed 
under bond under a charge of not 
stamping tickets with the price se- 
cured, 
Customer Convenience 

That agencies are performing a 
service is generally recognized by 
those who demand tickets at the 
last-minute and are willing to pay 
the price. Government, however, 
claims the rules have been violated 
and more recent returns from the 
brokers show an increase in the 
amount of tax paid. Position of the 
b.o. men is yet to be determined. 
Some reported money gifts from 
brokers in their annual income tax 
returns and paid the normal tax. 

Earlier claims against the treas- 


urers were countered with the con- | 
they | 


tention of the b.o. men that 
perform a service, too, in the matter 
of supplying tickets for patrons who 
demand good locations at the last- 
minute and were, therefore, not only 
aiding the theatre. but helping the 
broker who handled the sales. Rec- 
ord shows that explanation was ac- 
cepted in Washington. 
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Apply for TMAT 


U. S. REPS APPROVE 
COHAN’S GOLD MEDAL 


Washington, May 4. 
concerted Republican op- 





Over 
position, the House voted last week 
to spend $700 to carry out last year’s 
law authorizing presentation of a 
gold medal to George M. Cohan in 
appreciation of his contributions to 
American morale. 

Fund, pared from $1,200 last year 
by the Treasury, was carried in a 
deficiency appropriation bill» which 
still requires Senate action. 

Sharp protest against the item was 
made by several G.O.P. leaders, with 
Representative M. Taber of 
New York attempting to strike the 
amount out of the bill. Headed by 
Representative William P. Connery, 
Jr., of Massachusetts, ex-hoofer 
doughboy, the Democrats kept the 
money in the bill. 

Issue was whether such expendi- 


John 


ture is justified in view of the 
Government’s precarious financial 
position. Taber and Congressman 


Earl Michener of Michigan argued 
that song-and-dance man would not 
want taxpayers’ cash spent for deco- 
rations while millions are on relief, 
but Democrats retorted that country 
owes recognition to Cohan in view of 
his contributions to various charities, 
work during World War, and general 
morale-boosting. 

Paying tribute to whole theatrical 
profession, Connery, who at one 
time played in a Cohan show, de- 
clared England would knight the 
song-and-dance man if he were a 
British citizen, merely for his valu- 
able service in scribbling Over 
There. Numerous generals have been 
honored for less-distinguished work 
than Cohan performed in turning out 
the outstanding war tune, Bay Stater 
opined. Pointed out Cohan’s $25,000 
royalties for the number all went 
to various funds for welfare of the 
doughboys and remarked that Cohan 
has been generous in offering serv- 
ices for flood relief, drought relief, 
and other money-raising activities. 


BENEDICT ARNOLD 
AGAIN ON STAGE 


‘The Brink of Glory,’ a drama 
having Benedict Arnold as the cen- 
tral character, was presented at Co- 
lumbia University by the Morning- 
side Players, last week. Play by 
Peggy Phillips attracted several 
showmen, who rated it doubtful for 
Broadway presentation. During the 
winter, an Arnold drama called ‘A 
Point of Honor’ was presented at the 
Fulton, N. Y., and was a fast flop. 

Picture companies only mildly in- 
terested in the historical topic, al- 
though one has a script for if and 
when purposes. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of May $8) 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Chestnut, 
Philadelphia. 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 














‘Close Quarters,’ Selwyn, 
Chicago, 

‘Dead End,’ English, In- 
dianapolis, 3-5; Ande, Kansas 
City, 7-9. 


D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Colo- 
nial, Boston. 

‘First Lady’ 
Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Follies,’ Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto, 3-5; Masonic Aude, 6: Er- 
langer, Buffalo, 7-8. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Lanier Aude, Mont- 


(Jane Cowl), 


gomery, Ala. 3; Erlanger, At- 
lanta, 4-5. 

Ruth Draper, National, Wash- 
ington 


‘Tobacco Read,’ Mitchell, S. 
Dak., 3; Coliseum, Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak., 4; Aude, Sioux City, Ia. 
5-6; Par, Omaha, 7-8. 

‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 

“You Can't Takr " With You, 
Harris, Chicago. 
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Approximately 100 applications for 
membership in the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union 
were filed during the past wee!:. 
That is nearly 50% of the total of 
box office men who attended an or- 
ganization meeting recently but no} 
all applicants are treasurers. Som. 
are said to be vet company manage 
and press agents mostiy people 
originally belonged. to the TM T 
but withdrew for one reason or an- 
other. 

Plan for the TMAT to come within 
the IATSE which proposes to organ- 
ize the front of the house, is | 
pending. Strensth of the IATSE is 
the factor that led to the first ne*o- 
tiations to combine. Fiesured thot 
should the IATSE proceed with its 


front of the house organizing, the 
box office men mitht have been t-'d 
to join un with the TMAT, or el 

As for the treasurers their idea is 


jobs and the only indicated 
manner in which they can protert 
themselves is through the union. 
They can the offer a complement of 
experienced people to handle box 
offices of all types, for events indo» 
and out. The legit will be the smal!- 
est avenue of em»vloyment for the 
next four months or so. 

There was contact between the 
newly formed New York Theatrical 
Press Agents and the union and a 
committee of the latter will talk it 
over with Jack McCarron, secretarv- 
treasurer of the TMAT this 
Pointed out that the p.a.’s could join 
the union as individuals and still 
hold their own association together 
without objection from the TMAT. 
Same goes for the TPROA, the older 
association of p.a.’s and managers. 

New Applicants 

Before the new applicants become 
members of the union they will have 
to be declared eligible by the rules 
committee. Rules may be changed 
and one requirement may be that 
the applicant must have been em- 
ployed in the theatre for at least 
two years. Some ticket men will 
seek to have the minimum raised to 
five years. Another suggestion made 
is to the effect that if women are 
engaged for the box office they 
would be assistants, with men the 
designated treasurers. Understood 
that the AFL rules may not permit 
such stipulation, since there can be 
no discrimination against women 
joining unions. There were about a 
dozen women applicants for TMAT 
membership. 

Lee Shubert wanted to know what 
was going on among the b.o. men, 
and Clarence Jacobson was desig- 
nated to call upon the manager. 
When it was explained that the 
treasurers were taking protective ac- 
tion, manager is said to have ex- 
pressed no opposition, especially if 
the movement would not injure the 
theatre. 


to get 


week. 


Complaint Cited 

Shubert was told that criticism of 
box office staffs appearing for 
months in letters to a N. Y. daily 
had given the treasurers food for 
thought. He was told that if the 
conduct of the b.o. staffs was at 
fault, it was up to the ticket sellers 
themselves to clean house, and that 
few, if any, experienced treasurers 
ever brought protests from patrons. 
Also, it was contended, that women 
in the b.o.’s are as much at fault as 
men, if not more so. 

Chances of another front of the 
house union is dim. Hal Olver, 
once of the TMAT, has been trying 
to affect such an organization. He 
has been on the outside, after differ- 
ences with the union’s officers, dat- 
ing back several years. That 4a 
charter from the CIO could be ob- 
tained is doubtful, since the Lewis 
plan is for mass industrial unioniza- 
tion and the theatr= has four or five 
unions now. 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Walter N. Greaza, ‘Sea Legs.’ 

William Fay, John Buckley, ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose.’ 

Ruth Gordon, ‘The Doll's 
Central City, Colo. 

Lenore Sorsby, Miriam Battista 
Isobel Rose, Clara Thropp, Ralph 
MacBane, Starr West. Arden Young. 
Kent Montroy, Francis Spencer. 
Teddy Jones, Clement O’Lough!in 
Walter O’Hill. Lester Lonergan, II: 
Will Henry, Starlight theatre, Paw! 
ing, N. Y. (permanent co.). 

Kenneth MacKenna, Barbara R 
bins, Elitch Gardens, Denver, Co! 
(permanent co.). 
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Red Hot Quits Loop on Moderate 
$70,000; Delight’ Fine at $23,000 





Chicago, Rony 4. 
79 disappointments in the Spring 
baton in Chicago have been ‘Red, 
Hot and Blue,’ which folded here 
on Saturday (1) and ‘Close Quar- 
ters, which opened last week at the 
Selwyn to sad business. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue’ never got 
started, its opening night postpone- 
ment due to scenery trouble acting 
almost as a hoodoo. Business picked 
up last week (third) on closing an- 
nouncement, but not enough to make 


any difference. Jimmy Durante 


goes into the Chez Paree nitery and 
the Balaban & Katz Chicago; Ethel 


Merman goes to the coast, with Bob 
Hope siated for a new air show. : 

Two-character ‘Close Quarters, 
with Philip Merivale and Gladys 
Cooper, in its pre-New York show- 
ing here, was generally rapped as 
dull fare and will leave town on 


Saturday (8), after two meagre 
weeks. Local Shubert office is still 
awaiting orders from the east 


whether to fold the show for good, | 
continue 


for the summer, or to 


e Co 
ihe two shows, ‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
and ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
continue, with the latter beginning 
ease somewhat. ‘Delight’ scrams on 
Saturday (8), with house going pix 
ore. 

= the WPA lists, ‘Lonely Man’ 
will finally open at the Blackstone 
May 12, after several postpone- 
ments, while the new version of ‘O 
Say Can You Sing’ will start again 
at the Great Northern on Saturday 
ani Estimates for Last Week 

‘Close Quarters,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (2nd—final week). Got away 
to weak notices, word-of-mouth and 
flabby biz. Under $4,000 on initial 
week and goes out Saturday (8). 

‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$3.30) (4th—final week). Top coin, 
with subscription tickets off, a 
real money. Up in the bucks with 

23.000. 

’ ‘Rea, Hot and Blue,’ Grand (1,300; 


$3.85). Folded Saturday (1), after 
three weak sessions. Picked up a 
little on closing notice, but 


enough to get $20,000. 


‘Can't Take It With You,’ Harris | 


(1,000: $2.75) (13th week). Tickets 
now available for all performances 
without trouble. 


$13,000. 
WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone.  Lin- 
coln fantasy opens May 12. . 
‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. | 


All-colored show continues. 

‘O Say Can You Sing?’ 
Northern. Musical reopens 
lay-off and some revisions on Satur- 
day (8). 


PHILLY BACK TO 





SLEEP: ‘BOY’ 76 





Philadelphia, May 4. 

Philly seems to have a tough time 
keeping two legit houses going. Last 
week it was censor trouble, generat- 
ed by the town’s easily offended 
Mayor S. Davis Wilson. Musical 
comedy tryout, ‘Orchids Preferred,’ 
postponed twice, and finally opening 
Wednesday night at the Forrest, had 
a short-lived local career of only one 
performance. Forrest is dark this 
week, but will have one final fling 
with Katharine Cornell. who will 
present ‘Candida’ and ‘Wingless Vic- 
tory’ there next week for four per- 
formances each. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ completes its 
fourth week at the Chestnut Satur- 
day night, and continuance is in 
doubt. Pace has been mild, but prob- 
ably profitable. 
~~, _EStimates for Last Week 
Boy Meets Girl,” Chestnut (1.500; 
$2)—Claiming $7,000 in 3d week, 
which was probably profitable. Origi- 
nal ads announced a four-week stay, 
and no decision has been made be- 
yond Saturday. 

Orchids Preferred,’ Forrest (1.800; 
$2.50). Opening postponed to Wed- 
nesday, and then Mayor stepped in 
and banned it. Biz the one night in- 
dicated it wouldn't have done much, 
anyway. 


é 

Lady’ $12,500, D. C. 
Washington, May 4. 

1 local playing of ‘First 

idn’t live up to hopes last 


at the National. Played last 
before Congress opened and 





Second 

ady’ d 
week 
fall 


figured to equal the nice $21,000 with | 


ae Capitol Hill political mob. It 
“a t, but still came out all right at 
approximately $12,500. 


aps only legit house is now in| 


ts last 


ak week, with seven days of | 
uth Draper, her first week-long | 


a here. Goes into three weeks of 
the nesi, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), and 
"€n locks up for the summer. 


and | 


only | 


Okay, however, at | 


Great | 
after 





+ 


FOUR SHOWS OUT 


playing 10 weeks to moderate busi- 





‘THE AMAZING DR. CLITTER- 
HOUSE’ 
Opened March 37. 
ions on this melodrama were 
mixed. Atkinson (Times) called 
it a ‘gay and slyly scribbled 
play,’ but Brown (Post) saw it 
as ‘mild and tepid.’ 
Variety (Ibee) called 
fairly diverting evening.’ 


9 


ey 


Opin- 





‘e 











basi Rated the best of the British 

enin plays imported this season, it 

still was under expectations. 

‘Miss Quis’ will close at the Miller, 
Y., this Saturday, after playing 


N 
and one-half weeks. Drew 


four 





‘MISS QUIS’ 

Opened April 7, ’37. 
Morehouse, of the N. Y. Sun 
and author of this play, got 
more personal laurels from the 
critics than did his script. All 
thought his dialog and char- 
acters okay, but plotting n. g. 

Variety (Kauf) said: ‘Will 
stick around on Broadway long 
enough for picture’ rights— 
more than that is hardly likely.’ 


Ward 











fairly favorable press, but business 


‘Frederika’ closed at the Imperial, 
after playing 12 
did moderately 


|N. Y. Saturday, 
| weeks. Operetta 





‘FREDERIKA’ 


Opened Feb 2, ’37. Opinions 
on this Franz Lehar operetta 
were mixed. Gilbert (Tele- 
gram) declared it ‘pat to the 
romantic turn ef the times,’ but 
Anderson (Journal) said, ‘It all 
left me too tired to turn even 
in my seat.’ 

Variety (Ibee) thought ‘there 
is enough that is admirable in 
this presentation to carry it 
along moderately well.’ 











with average grosses around $14,000. 
Slated to go on tour next season, 
house going dark. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon’ stopped at the 


did not develop and slid off last week. 





‘HITCH YOUR WAGON’ 

Opened April 8, '37. Chances 
of this comedy were unani- 
mously considered negative by 
the first-stringers. Atkinson 
(Times) said ‘the play is a 
sprawling exercise in comic 
hocus-pocus.’ 

Variety (Abel) didn’t think it 
‘sturdy or lasting stuff.’ 











48th St. N. Y. on same date after 
tepid business during its four weeks 
stay. 


FOLLIES’ SOCK 
$93,000, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 4. 

Cancellation of ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
dates in nearby Youngstown and 
Akron added two more days to its 
Cleveland booking and gave the 
Hanna a whamming $23,000 for five 
days. 

Heavy out-of-town advance reser- 
vations almost made it a complete 
sell-out, with a flock of standees at 
the two matinees. Reviewers gave 
the show a couple of pokes, but the 
natives were too hungry for musi- 
cals to pay any attention. 
| ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) followed ‘Fol- 

lies’ into the Hanna, opening a two- 
week road-show stand Sunday (2). 
Plavhouse is doing ‘Her 
Voice’ and ‘Servant of Two Masters 
in its two theatres, but is only mild 
competish. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ (Hanna: 1.435: 
$3.30). For seven performances in 
five days. $23,000 rates second 
highest gross at the Hanna this sea- 
ison. First time this year every or- 
| chestra ceat was sold out in last two 


days. 











as 


Master’s | 





Chicago, May 4. 
Violet Carlson, starring with ‘Hol- 
lywood Ingenues’ unit current at the 
| Oriental, was signed by Richard 
Berger to do comedy lead in ‘Wild 
| Violets.’ 





Louis, for 


St. 
| Assn, 


Municipal Theatres 


j _—--- + -- C- 


‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ will | 
close Saturday at the Hudson after 


‘Tovarich’ Clicks 
Off Big $15,500 


| New show will open Aug. 23, in! 
} 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


In 2d Week, L.A. 





Los Angeles, May 4. 

‘Tovarich’ is in its third week 

| the Biltmore, with the advance in- 
dicating that it will go a fourth 
stanza to profit. Homer Curran, who 
produced for the Coast, spent around 
$8,000 on the production and has not 
stinted, with the result that the pub- 
lic is turning out enmasse. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ is probably in 
its final week at the El Capitan and, 
unless there should be an unexpected 
upturn in trade the first few days of 
this week, will probably fold next 
Saturday (8). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los Angeles 
(D-1,656; $2.75) (2d week). 
near capacity nightly and, 
500, plenty good for a second stanza. 
Will be forced out after four weeks 
through previous bookings. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (C-1,570; $1.65) (8th week). 
Hot weather beginning to cut in, plus 
the fact that the comedy previously 
had a highly lucrative run down- 

| town, so $4,200 is not to be sniffed at. 
WPA 
‘Tomorrow's a Holiday,’ Mayan. 
| Comedy drama debuts Thursday (6) 
and runs through May 23. John Lan- 
gan directed. 


at 


| weather 


| 
| 


Bway List Off with Daylight Saving: 
‘Eternal Rd’ Grabs 246 


Hits Steady; 


While Broadway's list eased off , 
week, attendance for 
surprise | 


further last 
‘The Eternal 
spurt. The 
$5,000 and 
$24.000. 
Sunday 
was the 
counting 


Road’ 
jump 
takings 


took a 


were around 


afternoon’: performance 
strongest, the box office 
close to $4.000 Much of 
this coin came from out-of-towners 
who took advantage of week-end 
rail rates and attended the biblical 
spectacle, Announcement of the 
final weeks is credited with the 
spurt, and it possible that the 
engagement will be extended. How- 
ever, the proble of handling the 
red accumulated before the 
operating costs were reduced 
clip any such plan. 

First week of daylight saving 
time was the anticipated alibi for 
receding grosses. Fine week-end 
was another factor and 
some of the strongest draws in town 


is 


may 


were slighily affected Saturday aft- | 


ernoon. The slipping stock market, 
which has always reacted at the 
box offices, is still another angle 
Two stellar draws thei! 
last month, ‘Victoria Regina’ and 
‘King Richard II,’ both ending on 
May 29. Latter will have created 
a new run record for the Shakes- 
pearean work by playing 132 times 
It was one attraction mentioned for 


are in 


| Central City, which will get a re- 


| vival 


Hitting | 
at $15,- | 


HUB LIKES ITS 


| 
} 
| 
| 


‘Help Yourself,’ Hollywood Play- | 


| house. After a successful run down- 
| town and on tour through Southern 
| California, comedy is beginning to 
j}catch on in Hollywood, 


though | 


| scheduled for only two and a half | 


| 

| weeks’ stay. 

| ‘Merchant of Venice,’ Mason. Sticks 
| until May 9. 


Chi Folding of ‘Hot’ 
Due to Bad Breaks 








Brief engagement of ‘Red Hot and 
Blue’ in Chicago where the musical 
was withdrawn Saturday after play- 
ing two-and-one-half weeks, sur- 
prised Broadway, where the show 
ran 23 weeks. First full week at 
Cohan’s Grand grossed $19,600 and 
lost $2,100. About the same figures 
applied to last week. Show was ac- 
corded excellent notices, but was 
hooked up too high. 


Vinton Freedley sought to keep 
| the show going, and suggested the 
leads cut their salaries. Jimmy Du- 
rante and Bob Hope agreed, but 
Eihel Merman refused. She did 
agree to withdraw from the show, 


Wini Shaw into the part. Latter’s 
bookings for this week, however, 
could not be cancelled. 

‘Hot’ seemed to run into adverse 
breaks soon after leaving New York. 
A train wreck delayed arrival of the 
production five hours, but that did 


put over from a Tuesday until 
Wednesday, after first-nighters were 


is 72 tons, but there were only 60 





bags. 

Management claimed that the 
missed opening was not its fault, 
|}and one-eighth was deducted from 
| salaries. Frank Dare, the Equity 
| representative in Chicago, notified 


| Freedley that was okay, but several! 


| cast members protested, and _ the 
| manager was informed the deduc- 


tion would not stand. Producer has 
| asked Equity to arbitrate the mat- 
| ter. 

| ‘Hot’ was produced with the back- 
ng of Paramount under a deal] which 


nreceded the atreement of picture 
neople not to finance lesit show 
Show was nearly out of the red on 
the New York engagement. but the 
Chicago date cost about $10.000 
more. 


And High Salaries 





| 





of ‘The Doll’s House’ instead 
‘Richard’ may resume in the fall 
for a limited stay preceding a long 
tour. + 

There are half a 


dozen shows 





CULTURE; G&S 
$23,900 


Boston, May 4. 

Legit situation is healthy here in 
the taper-off weeks of the season. 
D'Oyly Carte company is jamming 
the Colonial in its fourth, final 
frame, and has clicked solidly ever 
since opening. 

‘Brother Rat’ jis still oke in the 
home stretch of a marathon at the 
Plymouth (13th week) and looks set 
for two more. 

‘Sea Legs,’ a new musical produced 
by Bannister and Byrne, and star- 
ring Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins 
and Charles King, opens at Colonial 
May 10 for a one week tryout before 
Broadway. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D‘Ovly Carte, Colonial ($3.30; 3rd 
week). Whammo biz all the way, 
and final week practically solid in 
advance. Could have stayed two 
more weeks easily. Big $23,500 last 


week, 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth $2.75; 
12th week). Holding okay pace, $8,- 
500. Probably good for two more 


stanzas. 





| Propaganda 








(Continued from page 12) 





with Empire Film Distrib. Co., but 


and the manager attempted to draft | royalties asked scared them off. This 


deal may jell in the near future on 
a few subjects. Republic some time 


| ago made a deal with Obei Eiga Ka- 
| siha, but so far only one pic,’ Leath- 


ernecks’ has been released. 
No Hoss Operas 

Indie producers whose 
make 


run-of-production contracts 


| for this territory, Westerns having 


tons of sand in the counter-balancing | 


seated. Most of the production is passed out a few years ago. Tinters 
flown and backstage deficiency was | are no go, also, because of cost and 
at fault. Weight of the production | the titling difficulties. 


Jap exchanges are now trying to 
figure out a way of cutting down the 


| high cost of preparing foreign films 


|; burns 


of 


of 


the market. One 
is the necessity 


for their big 


| print which they use only for mak- 


ing dupes with titles. 


| the print should be loaned them and, 
|after the necessary titled dupes are 


| made, 


shipped back to 
Weakness of this is that the print 
must be run by the customs censor 
before being released to the 


as a result, may become badly | 
scratched. 

French cos. are overcoming the 
look yen in a novel manner. They 
lend new films to steamship cos fo 


use on voyages and notify Jap dis- 
tribs to have a look while liners 
in Kobe. Japs gladly pay the 
hip’s operator for the privilege. 


he 
are 


approximated | 


weekly | 


schedules | 
not cause the Loop premiere to be | include horse operas cannot hope to | 


buying a} 


Feeling is that | 
producer. | 


lab and. 


— 


oo? 


i 


which may close any Saturday. Last 
| week ‘Frederika’ closed at the Im- 
perial, and ‘Hitch Your Wagon’ 
stopped at the 48th Street. Def- 
initely off this week will be ‘Can- 
| dida,” Empire; ‘Miss Quis,’ Miller, 


and ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse.’ 
Hudson. 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ will be revived 
at the Tittle next week. First night 
will be $5.50 top with the scale 
thereafter topped at $2.75. ‘Orchids 
Preferred’ is a possibility at the Im- 
perial. ‘Without Warning’ opened 
at the National last Saturday after 
a postponement Weak pres: 


Estimates for Last Weck 


‘Babes in Arms’ Shubert (4th 
week) (M-1,382-$3.85). Eased off: 
| Spring musical is fair prospect fo: 


; Summer stay; takings around $18,500, 
probably profitable. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (76th week) 

| (C-1,059-$3.30). Run laugh show 

j} around $6,500; moves to Ambassador 


probably at half scale: ‘Room 
Service’ next attraction at house 
May 19. 

‘Behind Red Lighis,’ 461i). St. (17th 
week) (D-1,375-$2.20) “wlod ama 
operating on reduced budgei: about 


getting by; takings estimated around 
$7,000. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Bilimovre (21si week) 
| (C-291-$3.30). One of sumimer can- 
|didates; eased off last week to 
|around $10,000; still gooaly p-ofit at 
| level, 
| ‘Dead End,’ Belusco (0h weel.) 
| (CD-1,000-$1.65). At reduced prices 


takings 

about 

$0,000. 
“Excursion,” Vandervwilt 


to 
2Zxross 


claimed 
$1,000; 


have improved 
quvled over 


| j 
(well week) 


(CD-804-$3.30). Getting good busi- 
ness, considering lateness «! season; 


over $11,000 again last wee. 
‘Frederika,’ Imperial. Clbsed Sat- 
urday; played 12 weeks to imuoderaie 
business; figured a natu.al tor road 
next season, 
‘Having Wonderful ‘time,’ Lyceum 


(1ith week) (CD-1,006-$3.00). Laugh 
show another summer siayer and, 
from indications, will span that 


period; dropped somewhat bui okay 
around $12,000. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (l7ih week) «D- 
1,124-$3.30). Oi wiih tield, put sull 
Setiing important money, takings 
tast week topping $16,000. 


| “Hitch Your Wagen,’ 48th St. 
| Closed Saturday; played four weeks 
to light business. 


Mitss Quis,’ Miller (Sih week) (Ce. 
944-$3.50). Final week; parties, 
but business lignt, with takings esti- 
mated under $4,000, 


‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (4d week) 
(C-961-$3.20). Spring entrent in 
doubt; takings about same as first 


week, with gross claimed $5,000. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (20th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Evsily the 
best money-getter in town; some 
performances off, but big ai week- 
ends; $28,000. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (10th week) (D-1,01%-%3.30), 
Final week; dropped again, with 
“ross under $6,000. 





‘The Eternal Koad,’ Manhattan 
O.H. (18th week) (M-2,780-S3.30), 
Slated for another week; business 
jumped for biblical spectacle; big 
Sunday afternoons from vis.tors; 
$24,000. 

‘rhe Women,’ Barrymore (19th 
| week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Advance sale 
|so strong that varying conditions 
have little effect on pace; consist- 
ently around $21,000. 
| “Fobacco Road,’ Forrest (178th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Approaching 
another summer and may outlast 


most of the other stickers; profitable 
at $5,500. 

‘fovarich,’ Plymouth (30th 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Has been easing 
| off for some weeks, but still in the 
| money; slated to go into the summer 
| period; last week over $14,000 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst ‘re- 
| sumed eng.) (62d week) (D-1,110- 
| $3.30). Started final month of fine 
| engagement; somewhat off with field 
| last week, but not far from $16,000, 

‘Without Warning,’ Nation:! ‘1st 
week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Opened Sat- 
urday night (1); mystery melodrama 
late in season doubtful. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (13th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Only Saturday matinee without a 
sell-out last week and takings again 
approximated $16,000. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Booth (2Ist week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Most consistent standee draw on list, 


week) 


with takings around $15,000 right 
along. 
Revivals, Ete. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; final week; 
eased off last week, but not far from 
$16,000 vross. 

‘King Richard, I,’ St. James: will 


play out the month and establish a 
new run record for work; still 
i cellent; $17,000. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American 
Hell; meller in night spot. 

WPA 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Paustus,’ Elliott. 

‘Professor Mamlock,’ Daly's 

‘The Show Off,” Lafayette 
le mn). 

‘Candide’ 
ren,’ Bayes; 


e€Xe 


Musie 


Har 


and ‘How Long Breth- 
dance dramas. 
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THE ROUND TABLE 


Philadelphia, May 3. 


Play in three acts by Lennox Robinson. | of the title is that this homely article 
Presented by the Hedgerow Theatre an its | of furniture is used by the strange 
piayhoees at hee Ee Pan 4’ pcetex. | Woman as an exemplification of the 
ns David Metcalf, ane. ‘| futility and inevitability of Daisy’s 
Mrs. Drennan.......seeees Helen Alexander | prosaic existence; when it is told to 
beCourcey Drennan.......-.....Ferd Nofer| her that this particular piece of 
stag ogee te Cee ScLauchtin, | woodwork has been sold, the last tie 
7 Drennan..............Rebert. Hanley | that holds her snaps and she makes 
C pher Pegu .Al McGranary | her bold decision for escape and in- 
M eeu Payiits peg horn | dividual freedom. 
hs eratiaaae. sarees Botha | Hedgerow has given this Robinson | 

I Henry J play a generally good production al- | 
i rat 2OPry gs though timing could be improved 
A y ul i therine 4 


Hedgerow Theatre, which has done 
very well by the Irish dramatists in 
the course of its extensive (122 play) 
repertory, has added another play 
from Dublin in Lennox Robinson’s 
‘The Round Table,’ a piece that has 
very definite possibilities for a com- 
mercial production on Broadway, al- 
though lacking many. of the human 
elements of the same author’s ‘Far- 
Off Hills’ and ‘White Headed Boy.’ 

‘The Round Table’ has that strange 
combination of robust comedy and 
eerie drama that are to be found in 
so many plays of the Irish school. 
It is distinguished by the fluency and 


frequent beauty of its dialogue and | 


by the quick sympathy and under- 
standing that are bound to be ex- 
tended to many of its characters. On 
its debit side are frequent dull spots 
and by irrelevancies which annoy as 
often as they delight. 

The scene is a middle-class Irish 
household—not the slum variety pre- 
sented by Sean O’Casey—of which, 
or rather, in which one daughter, 
Daisy, is the reed upon whom every- 
body else leans. She is the ‘patsy’ 
and without her level head and keen 
perception the Drennan family would 


undoubtedly have hit the rocks long | 


ago. 


Daisy Drennan is 


her consent to a marriage, with cer- 
tain provisos, however, all having 
to do with the future livelihood and 
security of Daisy’s mother and sis- 
ters and brothers. The latter are 
sorely stricken at the thought of los- 
ing—not their beloved Daisy—but 
rather her financial and mental aid. 

All this is familiar Irish family 
dramatica of the Robinson-O’Casey- 
Johnston school, but in Act II play- 
wright Robinson introduces the other 
Irish note of the fantastical and un- 
real. This is supplied by the ap- 
pearance of a character, programmed 
simply as A Woman, who visits 
Daisy, just after the announcement 
of the latter’s engagement, and 
preaches to her the doctrine of 
escapism. Why marriage? Why the 
comffinement of marital ties? Why 
all the burdens and problems and 
annoyances that she has always been 
used to? This stranger speaks glow- 
ingly of the joys of far-off places, of 
an untrammeled existence, of a sense 
of joyous freedom. 

Daisy is appreciably impressed by 
the stranger’s revolutionary doctrine 
but allows herself to be persuaded, 
for the time being, to continue with 
her wedding plans. Her sisters and 
brothers, shorn of Daisy’s help, also 
make plans for themselves. 


Act Ill—and the best act of the | 


play—is laid in the waiting-room of 
a railway station several weeks later. 
Two of the Drennans have been mar- 
ried and are starting on their honey- 
moons; Daisy and her fiance are on 
hand to see them off. 

Then it is that the call of the 
strange woman—one of those ban- 
shee-like characters so popular with 
Irish 
full effect on Daisy and the upshot 
is that, in all the hurly-burly and 
excitement~ of the  send-offs, she 
finally tells her intended that she’s 


courted by a 
solid, comfortable suitor, Christopher | 
Pegum by name, and he finally wins | 


dramatists—finally exerts its | 


Plays Out of Town 


off for parts unknown and _ that 
everything’s off between them. : 
The allegory of the ‘round table 


‘| upon in a number of instances. As a 


|matter of fact, pace, rather than 
characterization, is the chief lack in 


Valley playhouse. 

The chief role of Daisy is com- 
petently if not remarkably filled by 
| Catherine Corcoran; it’s the kind of 
| part that would befit the most glow- 
|ing of stars and if the play is ever 
| to be done on Broadway it should be 
| assumed by no one but the’ best. 

Two strikingly fine character com- 
edy performances are contributed by 
Cele McLaughlin and Henry Jones 
as, respectively, one of the Drennan 
girls (a stamp fiend) and her sweet- 
heart. 
| Stalwart and acceptable is Al Mc- 
| Granary as Daisy’s suitor, and Helen 
Alexander is capital as her fluttery, 
selfish mother, while Margaret Gal- 

lagher is equally efficient as an old 
| family pensioner. 

Two exceptionally fine stage sets, 
especially that of the railway sta- 
tion waiting room, have been pro- 
| vided by David Metcalf. 
| “The Round Table,’ already pro- 
|duced commercially on the other 
side, stands an even chance of suc- 
cess over here if carefully cast and 
} staged. Waters. 


Orchids Preferred 


Philadelphia, April 29. 

4 musical in two acts (12 scenes); book 
and lyrics by Fred Herendeen; music by 
Dave Stamper. Featuring Eddie Foy, Jr., 
and Benay Venuta. Staged by Alexan- 
der Leftwich Costumes by Jenkins; 


dances, Robert Sanford, Presented by 
Charies H. Abramson at Forrest theatre, 
Philadelphia, April 28, ’3T. 


Gertrude Hilda Knight 


Violet ‘ . Frances Thress 
DEE noes oc neve eaeeedheeeeey ee Seen 
Marion Marion....cceccees Vicki Cummings 
Bubbles Wilson ..cccccsece Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Penelope ...eee- Ethel Barrymore Colt 
Lillian Mahoney ......... Benay Venuta 
June and July. Mary and Walter Brown 
Ree? TRAGM oso cececcecesd Jack Whittridge 





Richard Hope, Jr. ...secees John Donaldson 





Musicals have been mighty few 
and far between around these parts 
this season with only five, exclusive 
of G and S and revivals, checking 
in previous to ‘Orchids Preferred.’ 
This Charles Abramson production, 
finally bowing in at the Forrest last 
night ‘Wednesday) after two post- 
ponements is a more or less unpre- 
tentious piece which may have a 
chance for some of the summer go- 
ing, although it needs -plenty. It 
certainly couldn’t make the grade 
as competish to pieces like ‘On Your 
Toes’ or ‘Babes in Arms’ or “The 
Show Is On’ during the regular win- 
ter running. 

Piece doesn’t impress as having 
cost any great amount and that 
should be in its favor, with the 
| payroll modest although cast lists 35 
names, exelusive of Men of Harlem 
quartet. This number, however, in- 





| Cludes what would ordinarily be 
chorus names in most shows; here 
all the gals are listed for name 


parts, no matter how small. 
‘Orchids Preferred’ is in two acts 
and 12 scenes, a number of the lat- 
ter being curtain drops. Good taste 
has been generally used in the pro- 
duction, which is quite effective, al- 
| though far from elaborate. 
| Show’s best asset is probably its 
score, although Dave Stamper’s 
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tunes will be up against some tough 
rivalry on Broadway these days. 
On the more sentimental side, ‘A 
Million Dollars,’ ‘What Are You Go- 
ing to Do About Love’ and ‘A Boy, 
A Girl, A Moon’ are likeliest, while 
on the comedy or novelty order 
there are ‘Never Trust A Pig’ (sung 
by Whittridge) , ‘The Three R's’, 
well put across by the Men of 
Gotham, and another number, un- 
named in program, done by same 
male group in Act II. ‘I’m Leaving 
the Bad Girls for Good’ gives, among 
others, Ethel Barrymore Colt, a 
chance to warble a bit. ‘Eddy-Mac’ 





|it would seem that Fred Herendeen, 
| , re > } . rhe ig lave | . P . ‘ ‘ ’ 
who wrote it, had what might have | Regina,’ has been signed for pix are ‘premature. 


| shafts 


| 
the current presentation at the Rose i songs in 
{ping everybody off ahead of time. 
| Hammerstein and Kern worked that 
/much better a couple of years ago. 


also deserves mention as a novelty 
piece. 
Book is pretty terrible, although 


i Inside Stufi—Lesit if 


Believed to be stiffest advance royalty ever paid out for a Coast legit 
production is the $10,000 demanded by Gilbert Miller before turning over 
rights to ‘Tovarich’ to Homer Curran for the San Francisco and Los 
Angeles playdates. Gregory Ratoff, whose wife, Eugenie Leontovich, is 
starred in the piece, put up, the $10,000, with Mervyn LeRoy, Warner 
Bros. associate producer, putting up another 5G’s to apply against the 
$8,000 laid out for the production. Royalty terms are said to be con- 
siderably higher than the customary 742%, and with a heavy weekly 
salary sheet piece must do biz if those interested are to come out on top. 
Company’s share at the Biltmore is 70% of the gross up to $15,000 
then 75%. 








been some interesting ideas on mu- 


Statements in the dailies that Vincent Price, leading man of ‘Victoria 
Metro has for several 


sical satire in mind, poking fun and weeks been dickering with actor, but contracts haven’t been inked. Ru- 


square scene. It doesn’t quite jell 
nor does the attempt to bring the 
without formal cues tip- 


In general, ‘Orchids Preferred’ is a 
variation of the old, old ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ theme. Two older playgirls 
take on a younger and entirely un- 
sophisticated pal, who wants to take 
a whirl at the racket. She is unbe- 
lievably naive, not to say sugary, 
wishy-washy and generally unbe- 
lievable. How the young millionaire 
for whom she sets her cap manages 
to believe her mid-Victorian guff is 
hard to say. At any rate, she falls 
in love and about that time, he’s 





told by one of the gal-friends that 
the sweet young thing is just an- 
other gold-digger. You can guess the 
rest. 


is agreeable and easy as a kind of 
Mr. Fix-It who takes the girls under 
his wing. His comedy is neat. Benay 
Venuta has the role of a seductive 
| siren of the night clubs who torches 
| rather effectively and also shows a 
sense of humor. The Men of Harlem 
are a highlight and so are Mary 
and Waiter Brown, a graceful dance 
team who do two okay numbers and 
rate the applause they got. 


Hilda Knight and Frances Threes 
are decorative as the older gold- 
diggers and Jack Whittridge helps 
Foy with the clowning. One feels 
sorry for John Donaldson and Vicki 
Cummings as the love-birds. They 
work hard. Miss Colt hasn’t much 
to do but does that little well. 

There are some extremely shapely 
and eye-filling gals fillin=z small, 
walk-on roles. Waters. 


ON BROADWAY 
WITHOUT WARNING 


Melodrama in three acts presenied at the 
National, N. Y., May 1, °37, by. A. IL. 
Jones: written by Ralph Spencer Zink; 
staged by John Hayden; settings, Nat Kar- 
son. Top, $3.30. 








SEED 6 0-6:0:6 6ds 00s end Ceececees Claire Carleton 
Private Pratt..... ecoceese-- Edward Craven 
Private Ferris...... eccoee-Harold Waldrige 
Corporal Sangwer....... eee- Russell Morrison 
Lieutenant Matthews.........Don Dillaway 


Colonel Hackett. ....cccseces: Franklyn Fox 
BER, JOUER si ceccecbeevedesseesa Philip Ober 
Doctor Brooks. .....++e++.. J. Arthur Young 
Colonel Rodgers. ...-...+0.648 Jack Roseleigh 


Privates of the Guard—l.ee Worth, Carl 
Carr, David Rubin, Frank Ellis. 





There are types of plays which are 
getting to be more difficult than ever 
to get across on the stage and mys- 
tery melodramas are included. Doubt- 
less screen dramas are a contributing 
factor in the hazard of such presen- 
tation, of which ‘Without Warning,’ 
first called ‘Arsenal,’ is one. 

At its delayed premiere Saturday 
(1) there seemed to be too much 
dialog: in fact, the first act was ex- 
tremely gabby. There is a murder 
but it was committed before the cur- 
tain rose. The sergeant in army test- 
ing shack located somewhere on an 
island is found dead, virtually cruci- 
fied with the hands run through with 
bayonets and the body, thereby, 
held upright. 

Author establishes two inquisitors, 
one the colonel of the regiment quar- 
tered there and, for the last two acts, 
another officer, also called colonel but 
in naval blue. He is a crack checker- 
upper summoned from Washington 
by phone and landing by plane in 
the water nearby. It is a one-set 
show, with steel girders aloft add- 
ing to the puzzling story, Nat Karson 
being the designer. 

The guards claim they saw no one 
enter the building but did shoot at 
a person fleeing from it. That the 
soldiers missed is explained by the 
fact that the gun sights had been 
tampered with. A civilian employee 
is made to bear the brunt of the 
questioning and a bit of third de- 
greeing. 

Audience has the belief that this 
man tied himself to a post and jabbed 
a bayonet through his hand in an 
effort to indicate someone else and 
not himself as the culprit. As it 
turns out, he did not do the killing 
but his record places him under sus- 
picion. The fellow Jervies had been 
a captain in the Philippines and had 
mistreated his men so much that he 
had been cashiered out of the ser- 
vice. Having changed his name he is 
trying to earn a living but the author 
has him on the spot most of the eve- 
ning. 

For comedy relief, there is a pri- 





vate who just married a_ giddy 


at the Park avenue-Times | mored that Price has been offered $1,500 a week for minimum 


Of the principals, Eddie Foy, fe.) 


of 40 


weeks a year. 

‘Regina’ closes at the Broadhurst, N. Y., May 29, going on coast-to-coast 
| tour next season, but Price’s contract with Gilbert Miller ends with present 
| engagement. Can go to Hollywood immediately if deal is set. ‘Victoria’ 
is his first American part. 





A New York Jewish daily had around $3,000 due from ‘The Eternai 
Road,’ Manhattan O. H., but accepted that amount in tickets charged 
at full price. Paper has been advertising the tickets at half price, stipula- 
tion with theatre being that they be sold only to sheet’s readers. 

Tickets are sold at $1.65 but there is a 30c. admission tax, law calling for 
10% of the established price. Paper therefore nets but $1.35 per ticket. 
Difference in takings and its bill for the show charged off to promoton. 





Brock Pemberton is now an associate member of the Dramatists Guild. 
| He is one of the producers who revises the scripts of plays he presents 
and did some of that work on ‘Now You've Done It’ which was first called 
‘Me Third’ when the WPA put it on at Denver. 

Antoinette Perry, who stages the Pemberton plays, has been a member 
of the Guild for some time. 








Although Federal Theatre Project plays are generally presented in New 
| York and elsewhere at 40 or 50c per ducat, first free admission show in a 
| N. Y. theatre is ‘Tobias and the Angel,’ which opened at the Provincetown 
playhouse April 28. This cuffo WPA production even goes the Butler 
Davenport theatre one better. Latter legit hideaway, active for many 
| years, charged nothing for tickets but passed the hat. 


| Trudi Schoop, Swiss dance pantomimic comedienne who appeared at 
| the Longacre, N. Y., last week in ‘Blonde Marie,’ billed as a ‘dance com- 
edy,’ completed a 20,000-mile tour. Company consisting of 20 people 
traveled in a bus. 

Attraction is one of S. Hurok presentations. 
next season, all being of the concert type. 





He will have 15 on tour 





Albert Bein, one-legged author of ‘Little Ol’ Boy’ which is the basis of 
his current suit against Warner Bros., alleging ‘Mayor From Hell’ infringed 
on his play, is currently on a Guggenheim fellowship. Young writer has 
a play about delinquent girls due; also a new book based on his own juve- 
nile delinquency experiences while in a reform institution. That served 
as the background for his ‘Boy’ play. 





Phyllis Perlman, press agent for ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Playhouse, 
N. Y., received a gold and silver ‘vanity’ from Cartier’s last week. It was 
inscribed from ‘Delly.’ Vic Samrock, company manager, got a cigaret 
| case. 

The latter is Alfred de Liagre, Jr., show’s producer, who sailed several 
days before the gift was received. 





Jack Curtis is continuing ‘Red Lights’ at the 46th St. figuring that the 
longer the Broadway engagement the better its chances on the road next 
season will be. 

Meller is estimated to be bettering an even break through a downward 
revision of the operating nut. 





To clear the record, as far as Equity is concerned, Lucy Beaumont, who 
died last week, was established to be the first actress to walk out in the 
1919 actors’ strike. She appeared in ‘Chu Chin Chow’ at the time. Sev- 
eral others left that show and others on the first day of the strike. 

First striking actor was Ritchie Ling, who recently died also. 

Vinton Freedley plans to produce another play by Ward Morehouse 
next season. Theatrical reporter is mulling over an idea for the piece 
which will have a New York locale. 

His ‘Miss Quis’ closed at the Miller, N. Y., this Saturday. 








blonde and, in some manner, gets her 
on the island. They are honeymoon- 
ing in the building unaware of the 
murder. References to their love 
making brought some giggles but it 
is the girl who gives the clue to the 
culprit. 

There are nine in the cast with 
Franklyn Fox as the first colonel do- 
ing the questioning in act one, while 
Jack Roseleigh is the service sleuth 
who gets his man and shoots him 
through the heart. Don Dillaway, 
Philip Ober, Edward Craven (play- 
ing the moon-struck private) and 
Claire Carleton, who entered the cast 
at the last minute, are among the 
others. 

Meller 
show 
rates. 


er masks the killer but the 
impressed as aimed for cut 
Ibee. 


In Praise of N. Y. U. 


(N.Y.U. Varsity Show) 


Musical in two acts (27 


scenes) pre- 
sented by New York 


University, Staged 


by Jess Kimmel and Marty Goldstein; 
skits, Sylvia Marks, Arnold Horwitt, Sol 
Green, Leon Rogow, Les White; music 
ind lyrics, Robert Person, Don Wynick, 
Ben Haron, Bill Lorin, Harold Asen, Mer- 


vVyn Nelson; dances, Sherry Hart; settings, 
Asron Baskin. Joseph Di Gemma, Frank 
Plasmatti; musical director, Ozzie Caswell. 
At Manhattan Opera hovee (ballroom) | 
N. Y., April 29-30, °37. Top, $1.50. 

Cast: Pat Montelone, Sylvia Marks, Wil- 
lie Cohen. Jess Kimmel, Leonard Steiner, 
Sid Siegel, Leo Ader, Phil Silverman, Ad- 
rian Jacobi, Derothea White, Lou Andre, 
Bob Manning, Jessie Lubart, Seymour 
Pearlman, Laura Hurst, Allan Berne, Sey- 
mou Schatzberg, Anthony Costa and 
others. 





Satirizing collegiate affairs in 
broad fashion, the annual spring 
varsity show of N. Y. University is 
fair entertainment of an informal 
sort. Undergraduate actors with 
varying degrees of talent and with 





chores to the satisfaction of two 
friendly audiences and that is what 
counts, after all. In no respect is 
it an outstanding college show but 
it presents a musical score that con- 
tains some excellent tunes. 


Songs were mostly written by 
Robert Person, Donald Wynick and 
Harold Asen and among the best of 
them are ‘That’s the Wav I Am 
About You,’ ‘If I’m Good’ and ‘A 
Penny for Your Thoughts.’ Jessie 
Lubart shows herself to be an okay 
blues warbler and Dorothea White 
and Bob Manning also score in song 
delivery. Ozzie Caswell leads the 
orchestra through its paces with 
spirit and also serves up a trombone 
_— a la Russ Morgan, in the over- 
ure. 


Comedy roles in the show entrusted 
to Pat Montelone, Phil Silverman, 
Willie Cohen and other N. Y. U. 
faves. Sylvia Marks reveals a keen 
sense of comic values in several of 
the scenes. Dance specialties pro- 
vided by Adrian Jacobi, Dorothea 
White and Lou Andre. Rowl. 











a limited attempt at production ef- 
fects menage their musical comedy 
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FESTIVAL TIME 


London, April 21. 
Comedy in three acts by Lionel Hale. 
Produced by Milton Rosmer at the Embassy 
~. London, April 20, ’37. 


riderike. PPOTTTT TTT TTT Trt Yvonne Rorie 
Max...-seeee coecdececccoseoomervyn Johns 


Unele GeOrge. -ceccccessesee Guy le Feuvre 
Aunt Prudence....sseeess+e+,Joan Hickson 


LUCY. -ceeeesece secvesecescoees Ursula Marx 
Carl Fountain. ...eeeceeeess.- Austin Trevor 
Amyas Florin....++++ eooose-Arthur Macrae 
Sigismund Reetenbes 08 0 d6ee6o canes, Bs. Beroett 
A Dreary American. ..eesese..-Dodd Mehan 
EICONOTE,. cece reece seeereees Barbara Hoffe 
Julia Florin. .....seeereeeees Sophie Stewart 
Christime. ... +--+ eeececseness Betty Lynne 
Alessandro Viatelli..ccecesesess: Cc. Laseur 
Martin Shepherd........+...-Romilly Lunge 





A very near approach to first-rate 
stage entertainment, without actually 
being so. First act promises much 
and the other two acts give some- 
thing, but not enough. Author ap- 


parently capable of creating amus- 
ing characterizations and perpetrat- 
ing witty dialog, but in this instance 
provides insufficient story, and what 
little there is of it ends on a false 
note. 

This might be hastily revised dur- 
ing its two weeks’ run at the Em- 
bassy and be a contender for West 
End honors. A first-rate American 
play doctor might easily revamp the 
script for the U. S. 

Excellent atmosphere for this con- 
tinental farce. Scene is in a small 
hotel in Salzburg prior to the annual 
festival. This gives legifimate ex- 
cuse for all sorts of characters in the 
form of guests. The author proceeds 
to supply a healthy quantity, practi- 
cally every one of which is amusing 
and more or less interesting. After 
the first act the whole thing descends 
to quippery, ending with more or 
less poetical denouement (or lack of 
it) that is entirely incongruous. 

An excellent cast was provided for 
this Embassy experiment, one that 
would reflect credit upon the most 
pretentious West End theatre presen- 
tation. With such material to work 
with, Milton Rosmer, director, was 
able to secure a smooth-running first 
night. 

The star cast is augmented by C. 
Laseur, Dutch actor, making his first 
appearance in this country. He looks 
and conducts himself like a younger 


prototype of Henri de Vries, and 
acquits himself very creditably. 
Jolo. 


L’Appartement de Zoika 


(‘Zoika’s Apartment’) 

Paris, April 25. 
Drama in seven tableaux by Michel Boul- 
gakov. French version by Marie Reinhardt 
and Benjamin Cremieux. Presented at The- 
aire du Vieux-Colombier by Rene Rocher: 
stage settings, Andre Boll; starring Jeanne 

Provost, Paul Oettly and Henri Rollan. 


Se eae Jeanne Provost 
Count Obolianinoff ........... Paul Oetily 
MENUNONEL. 660566044 00040000% Henri Rollan 
MEN. 6.6466604.64.660660008 eeeee Jean Fleur 
CE EPPO AAS Aleover 
Cherubin the Chinaman.......... Ky-Duyen 





A thoroughiy enjoyable play, with 
a slant very rarely, if ever before, 
taken in a Soviet stage production. 

Revolutionary stage works have a 
habit of being more or less rosy— 
so rosy that they are very childish. 


Especially when propaganda sets in. 
It is as though the authors were 
giving themselves the task of pre- 
Senting their public with as sweet 
an image as they can of the world 
they live in. Probably to make the 
said public forget a little of the 
turmoil and excesses of the world. 
Due to that, the great majority of 
Soviet plays and pix have, to this 
date, failed to win whatever recog- 
nition their innovations, technical 
and otherwise, gave them the right 
to expect. 

‘Zoika’s Apartment’ definitely 
breaks away from that tradition. It 
presents a searching, merciless study 
of life in non-communist circles in 
Moscow during the period generally 
referred to as the Nep—around 1927. 
, Jeanne Provost as a very convinc- 
Ing Zoika was obviously on the up- 
per side of the street during Tsarist 

ays. Now she occupies an apart- 
ment, which although very small, is 
way beyond the space allowed per 
person by the local regulations. Her 
biggest headache is her lover, the 
ormer Count Obolianinoff, played 
by Paul Oettly, who, when not in a 
morphine daze, is convinced that all 
this revolution is only a nightmare, 
and that there will soon be a Res- 
toration. 

_ Both he and Zoika have a burn- 
ing desire to escape from the Revo- 
lution. In order to get the necessary 
money, Zoika starts a ‘haute couture’ 
shop. The mannequins parade the 
latest Paris dresses for the benefit 
of the wives of the local big shots 
during the daytime. At night the 
Same mannequins provide amuse- 
ment for the big shots themselves. 
roguish distant cousin of Zoika, 
enri Rollan, is a perfect master 
of ceremonies, and Oettly entertains 
he company with melancholy piano 
tunes, All goes well and money is 
rolling in until the biggest of the 
big shots, Alcover, discovers the girl 
e loves is one of Zoika’s manne- 
Quins. Broken-hearted, he turns to 
he opium pipe, proffered by the 
inese servant, Ky-Duyen. The 
Chinaman, driven crazy with greed 
at the sight of Alcover’s bulging 





wallet knifes him, steals the money 
and disappears. So does Rollan when 
he discovers the dead body. Just 
when Jeanne Provost and Oettly are 
making a go for it a group of of- 
ficials walk in: ‘Tcheka’—and the 
curtain falls on that one word which, 
to Provost and Oettly is equivalent 
to a death sentence, 

The tableaux, somewhat like a 
series of cinema shots, move on 
rapidly; so does the intrigue. Oettly 
gets the medal for his fine portrayal 
of the neurotic, fatalistic Count, and 
Jeanne Provost tops the femme parts. 

The play, which has had more 
than a year continuous run in Mos- 
cow, according to reports here, 
should be a success everywhere, due 
to its humanly genuine handling of 
the characters, coupled with a true 
dramatic value. 


Benjamin’s Travels 
Jerusalem, April 14. 


Adapted from story by Mendele Mosher 
Sforim, by Reuben Grossman: staged hy T. 
Tchemerinsky, A. Baratz; settings, Rubin; 
music, Fordhaus Ben-Tzissy. Presented in 
Tel Aviv in Hebrew by the Habimah 
Players. 








Conceived as a satire on the ghetto | 


dreamers and on the early support- 
ers of the return-to-Zion movement 
‘Benjamin’s Travels’ has been clev- 
erly adapted by Grossman from the 
58-year-old yarn. 

An array of unsightly human 
types, ill-fitted for life, engrossed on 


contemplating the remote past and | 


steeped in superstition, are conjured 


up by the scornful pen of the writer. | 


In emphasizing their comic features 
and yet avoiding the grotesque, Ha- 
bimah shows its special gift for de- 
picting the children of the ghetto. 

Rubin, leading Palestinian artist, 
does an exceptional job with the ap- 
propriate background for the ragged, 
gesticulating, shrieking and _ alto- 
gether restless residents of ‘Fools- 
town,’ ‘Beggarsville’ and ‘Darkvale,’ 
names given by the author to various 
ghetto agglomerations. 

In one of these uninspiring places 
there lived a counterpart of Don 
Quixote. Fed on tales of travel and 
adventure, filled with a longing for 
the Promised Land, Benjamin de- 
cides to set out on a journey to the 
East, following in the footsteps of 
Alexander the Great. ; 

Benjamin is invested with pathetic 
grandeur, not ill-befitting one whose 
dreams the audience thinks 
come true. Benjamin has the luck 
to meet the perfect Sancho Panza in 
Senderil, humble, plain and matter- 
of-fact, who looks up to him with 
adoration, confidence and something 


like pity. ; 

Bartanoff’s interpretation of this 
character takes the honors. Duo’s 
tribulations are desperate. At the 


outset they narrowly escape being 
caught by their fiercer consorts; then 
they are nearly devoured by wild 
beasts, nearly struck by lightning, 
and almost, but not quite, pressed 
into military service. ’ 

Overhearing the account given by 
Mendele, itinerant bookseller, to his 
mare, one learns that, after many 
struggles, the travelers reach the 
Holy Land. ; ‘ 

Mendele is played with poise and 
dignity by Gnessin, who enlarges on 
the story of Benjamin while it is 
proceeding on the stage. Now that 
he has reached old age and has be- 
come softened and resigned, Mendele 
begins to wish well to the dreamers, 
to whom he failed to do justice in 
the past. : 

New Habimah creation is bound to 
click, especially in this country and 
Poland, where it will eventually go. 
Doubtful elsewhere, although while 
Palestine is in the news, ‘Benjamin's 
Travels’ may have a chance. Set. 


LONDON AFTER DARK 


London, April 26. 
Comedy in three acts by Walter Hackett; 
produced by the author at the Apollo thea- 
tre, London, 





Fay Beaudine. ...cccccscscesees Freda Gaye 
Gerald Beaudine........... Leonard Upton 
John Randall........e.-- Robert Andrews 
Pavement Artist........ R. Meadows White 
Newspaper Man...........-Edgar McEwen 
Commercial Traveler........R. Van Boolen 


Mrs. Morant.......eeeees Cathleen Nesbitt 
Maggie Croft........e.+..Elvira Henderson 
Gladys WLadle......ccceee..-- Molly Cardew 
Ambrosia Seabrook...........Marion Lorne 
Reginald Sinclair........-++> Edwin Styles 
Superintendent Pike....... Richard Gray 
Manager of Cinema....E. Vivian Reynolds 





Walter Hackett possesses the rare 
gift of being able to write a comedy 
mystery thriller, the germ of which 
is always more or less familiar, and 
yet makes you keen to know how it 


is going to turn out. His technique 
is most skilful and painstaking—in 
fact, too much so, and some of the 
very carefully concocted scenes lead- 
ing up to the plot development could 
be excised and hasten the play's 
progression. For instance, atmos- 
pheric detail in the first act occupied 
the better part of 75 minutes. When 
the superfluous matter has been 
smoothed down, the indications are 
that Walter Hackett and Marion 
Lorne will have another success to 
their Jong list of profitable play- 
writing and play-acting. ; 

Most of the happenings occur in 
odd bus settings; a murder is com- 


have | 





TO BUILD GOOD SHOWS 


London, April 27. 
By May 10 all the American im- 
portations for the Palladium coro- | 








Jack Hylton band, will be out. 


Paris Lining 


Up New Night Clubs 


And Revues for the Expo Influx 





Broke Opera Contract 


nation show, except those in the | Claim Chas. Kullman 


First to go was Diane Ray, who 
was paid off before opening. Roy | 
Smeck asked to be let out after 
two nights, because he was reduced 
to one number, and is now working 
off his six weeks in the other GTC 
houses. Frank Libuse was intended 
to stay two weeks, but no replace- | 
ment was available, Moore and 
Revel, booked in for four weeks, 
stayed the allotted span and left. 

Gaudsmith Brothers replaced Li- 
buse and Keene Twins and Vic and 
Lamar are in for Smeck. Slate | 
Bros. finish May 8, which completes | 
their six weeks, with Vic Oliver re- 
placing. 

No replacement for Moore 
Revel. 


Philly Girl Tries to 
Win Beauty Contest in 
Paris—It Can’t Be Done 


Paris, April 24. 

‘Mademoiselle, you cannot ex- 
pect to win, you are not French.’ 

Politely but firmly, Mary Shuck 
of Philadelphia was informed that | 
she did not have even the chance | 
of an outsider of carrying the title 
of “Miss Cinema” during elections | 
which were held here at Magic City, 
despite the fact that she took the 
title of ‘Miss Cinema of the Riviera’ 
in contests held in Nice. 

Miss Shuck has been studying 
voice in Munich for the last two 
years and appeared in two films 
made by Bavaria. She went to Nice 
for a vacation and entered the con- 
tests there. When she won, Camille 
de Rhynal advised her to come to 
Paris for the final runoffs at her 
own expense. 

Andre Pelleng, president of the 
Club Cinematographique in Paris, 
told her she did not have a chance, 
and, to prove it, the audience elected 
Mademoiselle Jacqueline Mignac, a 
localite. 


‘WONDERFUL WORLD’ AT 
VIC PALACE, LONDON 


London, May 4. 
‘Wonderful World,’ another Kurt 
Robitschek revue designed for the 
Coronation, opened at the Victoria 
Palace last night (3), with artists 
contracted for four weeks with op- 
tions. Cast of successful performers 
headed by Will Mahoney and Flor- 
ence Desmond, augmented by chorus 
and scenery, all indifferently re- 
hearsed. Hits of show are Paul 
Remos’ midgets and Wilson, Keppel 
and Betty, despite fact they’ve 

played in London for three years. 


and 

















Pollocks to Hawaii 
Tokyo, April 13. 


Channing Pollock, his wife and 
daughter, touring the world on 
freighters leave here April 20 for 
Hawaii. 


While in Hawaii, Pollock will de- 
liver three lectures at University of 
Hawaii. 





mitted in a mews, and Marion Lorne 
as a picture house usherette is, as 
usual, involved in her customary 
nitwit fashion. No matter how 
hardened by exposure to the ruth- 
lessness of playwrights, and despite 
all efforts to become blase, one can- 
not help indulging in explosive 
laughter at the curious situations 
and humorous dialog which Hackett 
supplies to. Miss Lorne. He has her 
say the most inane things with the 
unsophisticated look of a three-year- 
old child, involving her in situations 
where, out of sheer good nature, she 
helps a female pickpocket, and at 
another time becomes the unwitting 
accomplice, after the act, of a mur- 
derer. 


A lengthy supporting cast, many 


of them on for bit parts and half-a- | 


dozen full-length roles, contribute to 
an evening’s entertainment’ con- 
stantly alternating between the un- 
foldment of a murder mystery and 
farcical comedy. 

Inexorable condensation, via the 
medium of the blue pencil, should 
make this, the 20th play by Hackett 
in whcih Miss Lorne he appeared, 
a delightful and absorbing evening’s 
amusement. Jolo. 


| any 
| staged 


| and Howe, Harris Twins and Loretta 








24. | 


Vienna, April 

Austrian State opera claims that 
the American tenor Charles Kull- 
man breached his contract. He was 
scheduled to return to Austria to 
appear as Hueon in Weber's ‘Oberon’ 
on April 15, but Kullmann wired 
that he was unable to come in time. 

Kullman is also on the program to 
sing in Respighi’s ‘La Fiamma’ 
June 8, 


on 


Jack Taylor Producing 
306 Revue at English 
Spa; 5 U.S. Vaude Acts. 


London, April 26. 

ever attempted by 
producer is being 
at the Opera House, Black- 
pool, by Jack Taylor Taylor has 
been producing shows at this North | 


Biggest revue 


provincial 


of England Coney Island spot for 
the past five years, but this is the | 
first time he has lined up an ag- 


gregation of talent 
with the West End. 

Besides George Formby, a name 
up north, and Frank Randel, also 
local favorite, he has five American 
standard acts. These are the 12 
Aristocrats, Fred Sanborn, Carroll 


that compares 


and the Three Jades. Show costs 
$30,000 to produce, which is good 
money even for a West End show, 
with an overhead of $6,000 per week. 

Last year Taylor’s show played 17 
weeks and was seen by an average 
of 35,000 people weekly. Show is | 
generally good for another’ six 
months in the big provincial spots 
after its Blackpool run, where the 
grosses never fall below $10,000 per, 
with some weeks as high as $12,500. 


VALLEE, RICHMAN 
SCORE IN LONDON 


London, May 4. 

Rudy Vallee opened at the Hol- 
born Empire yesterday (Monday), 
going over splendidly. First show’s 
biz was sparse, but second show was 
capacity. Vallee is doubling at the 
Finsbury Park, where he_ also 
clicked, pulling two capacity houses. 

Other newcomers on the Holborn 
bill include Stone and Lee, a re- 
freshing comedy duo which should 
be in demand. here. 

Harry Richman opened at the Cafe 
de Paris. He received an ovation on 
appearance and held the capacity 
audience for 50 minutes with songs 
and chatter. He got June Knight to 
duet one number with him and, 
without doubt, proved the best at- 
traction the cafe has had in years. 

New program at the Ritz has 
Hildegarde in bright lights. She, 
too, scored strongly. 





Rome Lesit Contiones 
Active Through Summer 


Rome, April 23. 

Four of the big regular theatrical 
companies will carry on during the 
summer season here. They are Rug- 
gero Ruggeri’s Co. with Margherita 
Bagni; Armando Falconi’s, with Rina 
Morelli; the Gandusio-Carli Co., and | 
the Melato-Betrone-Carini outfit. 

Projected run of a review com- 
pany in Rome during the summer, 
much talked about, is now to come | 
off. Company will play at the Bar- | 
berini Cinema, and will feature the 
debut on the revue stage of Paola! 
Borboni, film actress. Miss Borboni 
will continue her picture work at 
the same time. 

Mme. Simon and her French co. 
is making a tour of Italy this month. 
Starting at the Politeama Margherita 








in Genoa, and finishing up at the 
Argentina in Rome, visiting in all 
seven Italian cities. Program has 


not yet been announced. 


Cairo Nitery Season Ends 
Cairo, April 18. 
Continental, one of the smartest 


cabarets here, has closed for the 
season. 
Final night was marked with a} 


gala festival and masquerade, 
tended by high society. 


| which 





at-| pecially with Ivor 


Paris, April 26. 
With the opening of the exposition 
scant weeks away, precious little has 
been done by the boys who are 
planning to please the customers in- 


| side the grounds of the show by way 


of entertainment. 


But while those on the inside are 


|; merely making plans, a few of those 


taking place on the outside are set. 
Among other things five night clubs 
will open before the middle of next 
month. 


Tops of these is the Restaurant 
des Ambassadeurs, where Clifford 
Fischer has the booking rights and 
| practically has the show he will 


present for the opener on May 19, 


| Two bands have been engaged. They 
| are 


the Drena Musette Band and 
Willie Lewis, latter recently at Chez 
Florence and now at Chez Ray Ven- 


tura,. 


Fischer also has the Abbott Dancers, 


Dario and Diane, dance team; 
George Campo, comedy-acro, and A, 
Robins, clown, and Max and His 
| Gang set for the opener. To these 


will be added several European acts 
have not yet been decided 
upon 

Two new clubs, 
the Montmartre, « 
is the Cabaret de 
cated in the 


both located in 
‘me next. First 
Monseigneur, lo- 
rue d’Amsterdam., 


| Raquel Meller will star there, while 


an American singer, Spivy, will also 
be on the opener. Costa Barleaza 


|and his Gipsy orchestra with Balogh 


will furnish the heat. Other in the 
|same naborhood is the Bagatelle, 
formerly Chez Jean  Tranchant, 


which was closed last year following 
the killing of Louis Leplee. Max 
Spiro is operating this spot but noth- 
ing definite has been set. Openings 
are for early next month. 

Not far away, in the rue Pigalle, 
Bricktop is going to get behind her 
own cash register again and hand 
out the type of amusement that 
proved so popular in this town in 
the bonanza days years ago. 

The Etoile’s Boom 

Up in the Champs-Elysees dist’,. . 
Max Franzesco is reopening the 
former Chez Josephine Baker club, 
but without Josy. He hopes to cash 
in on exposition crowds as the 
cabaret is enly a stone’s throw from 
one of the principal entrances. Jim 
Witteried has been delegated to line 
up the band and talent for this spot. 

In the same snooty atmosphere is 
the Villa d’Este, which shuttered not 
too long ago after a fire. M. Romier, 
who also operates the Caprice Vi- 
ennois, will have the say here, with 
bookings having a chance to play the 
two spots, but no opening date set. 

On the music hall and revue side, 
two, and possibly three, new revues 
will make their appearance during 
the exposition. Henri Varna is work- 
ing on one of his nuder than nude 
shows to replace a French Mar- 
seilles revue at the Alcazar and 
Mitty Goldin has stated he will run 
a revue at the A. B. C. during the 
expo. Edmond Sayag, operator of 
the Theatre des Ambassadeurs, now 
cinema, says he will put in a revue 
if he can get the talent. He has his 
eyes on America for that. 

Revues now at the Casino de Paris 
starring Chevalier and at the Folies- 
Bergere starring Josephine Baker, it 
is understood, are set to run 
throughout the expo. New show re- 
cently opened at the Bal Tabarin was 
created as an exposition attraction. 

Among others, Josephine Baker 
has expressed the desire to open 
another night club, this time in 
Montmartre, but no spot has been 
decided upon. 


Story in China 
Shanghai, April 16. 
Rex Story’s ‘Non-stop Hollywood 


| Vaudeville Revue,’ after 10 weeks 


in Japan, Shanghai, Tientsin, Pei- 
ping, again Shanghai, is now play- 
ing Hongkong. Will proceed to Ma- 
nila, Singapore, India and Africa. 
With Story are Rose Lee, Emily 
Winsette, Eva Alexander; Donna 


| Day, Mitzy Lane, Gloria Gray, Fay 


Skeeters, Andy Rice, Jr., and Jack 
Dale. 


Odet’s Play in Melbourne 
Melbourne, April 17. 

Clifford Odet’s ‘Paradise Lost’ will 
be produced here next by Breit 
Randal! at the Princess. 

Randall has met with some suce+ 
cess here as an indie producer, es- 
Novello’s ‘Full 
House.’ 
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~ Philly Symph Had Good Season 





But Empties a Problem—Soloists Mostly 


Proved 


Philadelphia, May 4. 

Philly orchestra’s 1936-37 season, | 
just completed, was financially best | 
Fiscal réport will | 
be made public at annual subscrib- 
ers’ meeting later in month. 

Report will show that Symph has 
about broken even, which is reason 
for plentiful palm-rubbing as symph 
financing goes. Credit goes to Alfred 
Reginald Allen, 32-year-vld New 
York advertising man, who _ took 
over manavement last season. Dur- 
ing his first year with the symph it 
lost only $35,000, compared with 
$500.000 the year before, when it 
tried tamvering with grand opera. 

Gross2d about $500,000 this season. 
A semi-vublic institution, it is not 
run for profit and no dividends have 
ever been paid, even in boom days, 
when surpluses were rolled up. It | 
has endowment of $1,800.000. which 
provides annual income of $60,000. 

Past season’s good showing mainly 
a‘tributable t» outside income de- 
rived from radio and sale of records. 
Orch made twice as many radio ap- 
p22rances this year as last. This, 
plus increased disc sale, brought in 
$15.900. 

Subscription sales also better this 
year, althouch individual ticket sales 
disappointing. Financial success of 
the season, Allen believes, devends 
on sale of about 700 seats at Satur- 
day night concerts. Friday concerts 
always subscribed out. Management 
doesn’t count much on Tuesday con- 
certs. Saturdays tell the story. 

During past season about half of 
Saturday night seats available were 
sold, Allen stated, leaving 350 seats 
empty in pit, parquet and balcony. 
He'll exveriment next season with 
moving five Saturday concerts to 
Thursday. These Thursday programs 
will come early in season, when Al- 
len believes Saturday competition 
with football is impossible. Prices 
for Saturdays wili also be reduced. 

Allen said response to soloists dur- 
ing past season was poor. Even 
Kirsten Flagstad appearance found 
400 empties on Saturday. Conductor 
Eugene Ormandy, who succeeded 
Stoki, was said by Allen to have ex- 
ceeded the management’s wildest ex- 
pectations as a drawing card. 


MEMPHIS CANVASS TO 
SELL NEXT SEASON 


Memphis, May 4. 

Local concert season fades May 11 
when Gladys Swarthout comes in 
for a recital. Date happens to be 
opening of the annual Cotton Festi- 
val. 

Beethoven Club, group of local 
oneraddicts and classical music dev- 
otees, has inaugurated a drive for 
1,500 subscription members to under- 
write a series of recitals for next 
season. C. L. Cornetet, from the 
Civie Music Assn., Chicago, is here 
he'ving the drive gain momentum. 

Tentative list lined up for Mem- 
phis appearances next year include 
the St. Louis Symph, Vienna Choir 
Boys, Eugenia Buxton, Lauritz Mel- 
chior, Richard Crooks and Rose 
Bampton. 


Lily Pons, Ill, Can’t Sing 


Detroit, May 4. 

Illness of Lily Pons, scheduled to 
sing title role, caused postponement 
of Detroit Civic Opera Socieiy’s 
‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ which was 
to have closed society’s season last 
Rizot (3) in Masonic Temple aude 

Opera will be presented with the 
fiame cast Nov. 24, the long delay 
being due to impending departure of 
Franco Chione, conductor of the 
Detroit Symph, for Europe. Gh'one 
will return in fall to take over per- 
manent duties as conductor of local 
symph, along with Victor Kolar. 


since depression. 

















Olin Downes at lveries 


Minneapolis, May 4. 
Critic turned performer here when 





Olin Downes of the New York Times | 


braved the barbs of local reviewers 
by appearing as a p.an_ soloist with 
the University of Minnesota Sym- 
phony orchestra. 

Downes came off with flying colors. 
winning the plaudits of local scribes. 


'TALK NEW ORLEANS’ 


Floppo 





OPERA; SELF-FINANCED 


New Orleans, May 4. 

Offers of Evanston, Ill. and New| 
York groups to furnish capital to) 
finance an opera company here were 
rejected Thursday (29) by the ex- | 
ecutive committee of the New Or-| 
leans Civic Opera Association. 

Walter L. Loubat, president of the 
association, stated that the offers 
were rejected because the organiza- 
tion believes that the best interests 
of New Orleans and Louisiana will 
be served if the project is a civic 
one, supported entirely by the | 
people, and bringing money into the | 
city rather than taking it out. 

Rebuilding the old French Opera 
house would cost approximately | 
$165,000, he said, and the operating | 
cost of an opera company for four 











approximately $100,000, 





BLAMED ON 
RADIO 


Indianapolis, May 4. 

Speaking at one of the business 
sessions of the femme clubsters Mu- 
sic Club Federation National Con- 
vention held in Indianapolis last 
week, Paul Weaver, head of Cornell 
University music department, took 
a rap at radio as being responsible 
for nation of half-listeners. 


College music head remarks were 
as follows: ‘Modern development of 
radio is a blessing and a curse. Your 
radio can be the greatest source of 
enjoyment and musical appreciation. 
The enormous damage it is doing 
today is in creating a large group 
of people who fail to listen to music 
when they aré hearing it, but merely 
use it as a background for reading 
or talking.’ 


Weaver continued: ‘The very fact 
a person will allow a good thing to 
be only half-heard creates a mental 
barrier to music appreciation.’ 


PHILLY SYMPH DONATES 
NET TO MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, May 4. 

Net proceeds of a concert to be 
given here by the Philadelphia Sym- 
phony orchestra at the Auditorium 
May 10, will be turned over to the 
$140,000 fund being raised to keep 
the Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tra in existence. 

Eugene Ormondy, who conducts 
the Philadelphia symphony, is a 
former Minneapolis Symphony con- 
ductor. 














Atlanta’s Opera Yen 


Atlanta, May 4. 

Hoping to revive days that saw 
Enrico Caruso strutting down At- 
lanta’s famed Peachtree’ Street 
sporting cane and munching goobers, 
official movement has been started 
to bring back annual seasons of Met- 
ropolitan Grand Opera seasons here. 

Councilman John A. White is pre- 
paring to introduce a resolution in 
Council authorizing Mayor William 
B. Hartsfield to appoint a committee 
of prominent citizens to foster move- 
ment. 





Heifetz to Rest 





Jascha Heifetz is leaving for 
Coast end of May for a long layoff 
at his Balboa home. Won't make 


any appearances again until Octo- 
ber. 
Hei‘etz. just back from tour of 


British Isles, has pair of recitals still 
on his book before entraining. 





Literary Gypsy 





Hollywood May 4. 

Konrad Bercovici, the Rou- 
manian rambler, has sold an 
original to Manny Cohen for 
Major Pictures. Refuses to tell 
what the story is. ‘Let the 
studio p.a. brag about it,’ is his 
explanation. ‘They’re the lucky 
ones.’ 

Bercovici got $50,000 out of 
Cecil de Mille for the ‘Volga 
Boatman.’ 

‘They only used the title, so 
they got a bargain,’ explains 
the gypsy who now owns a 
trailer. 








and a half week session would cost | ‘ oy —— 
in Municipal Auditorium opera house 


| $144,500. Ork made three tours; two 


BAD HABITS 





BIG TURNOUT, 


BIG DEFICIT 
INST.L 


St. Louis, May 4. 


Although St. Louis Symph Ork | 
drew 135,500 persons to 51 concerts 





for largest attendance in 57 years of 





ork’s existence, 1936-37 season re- 
cently closed, ended with defict of 


during regular season and one at) 
conclusion, playing to 74,000 persons | 
in 27 cities. Tours probably will be | 
repeated during 1937-38 season. | 

Viadimir Golschmann, conductor | 
of ork, sailed for home in Paris, | 
Saturday (24) but will return to 
conduct New York Philharmonic | 
Symph Ork in Lewisohn Stadium, | 
June 26 to July 6; the Philadelphia 


Hollywood Bowl and Chicago Symph 
Ork July 29, 30 and 31 and Aug. 1. 


‘BLONDE MARIE’ A NEW 
IDEA—DANCE COMEDY 


Dance comedy in two acts (eight scenes), 
by Trudi Schoop and company. Story and 
staging by Trudi Schoop; music by Paul 
Schoop; costumes by Oscar Schlemmer. At 
Longacre theatre, N. Y.; week beginning 
April 27, ‘'37. $2.20 top. 

Cast: Trudi Schoop, Gitta Wallerstein, 
Edith Carrola, Ellen Ley, Meta hrahn, 
Jenny Graf, Katta Sterna, Marta Muffler, 
Marin Raae, Hilde Palmer, Didi Lederer, 
Niels Bjorn Larsen, Werner Herrmann, 
Otto Ulbricht, Otto Ray, Two-piano accom- 
paniment, Lothar Perl, Paul Schoop. 











Something new on Broadway, 
‘Blonde Marie’ is precisely what it’s 
billed—a dance comedy. Not a com- 
edy dance, nor a comic ballet (Trudi 
Schoop has several of those in her 
repertoire), but a full-length story 
told entirely in the dance. Unlike 
other dance performances, _ this 
doesn’t require knowledge of dance 
forms nor an acquired taste for con- 
cert dance. It is simply an immense- 
ly entertaining show in comedy vein 
which anyone can understand and 
nearly everyone would enjoy. 

Plot tells of a clumsy servant girl 
who becomes a waitress in a night 
club, meets a successful tenor and 
through him becomes a 
comedy prima donna. She marries 
a rich man, becomes bored with 
life, falls in love with an artist, 
kills her husband and tells her story 
to reporters just before waking up 
to discover she dreamed the whole 
thing. 

Trudi Schoop is the servant girl. 
‘Blonde Marie.’ Other members of 
the company double dextrously as 
the numerous other characters, oc- 
casionally the femmes having to im- 
personate men and accomplishing it 
amusingly. The entire yarn is told 
‘vith comic exaggeration. suiting the 
fantasv of a dream and only near 
the end does the entertainment wear 
slithtly thin. Many of the caricatures 
are sunerbly etched with wit. The 
two fakirs in the nitery floor show 
would click in any snot on 52d 
street. Musical comedy satire is 
enough to end all musical comedies. 
And the burlesque of the Monte 
Carlo Ballet should panie Col. de 
Basil himself. 

In passing, it mav be noted that 
Trudi Schoop made her American 
debut last season, plaving in New 
York and on the road to slim audi- 
ences. Word-of-mouth by those few 
has spread, however, and this sea- 
son’s attendance has b2en several 
times as large. Current engatement 
was skedded for six ri*his, with two 
matinees. Hobe. 


Elman’s Oriental Click 


Shanghai, April 16. 
Mischa Elman has concluded a 
highly successful Oriental tour, and 
is now enroute to South America. 
Played two months in Japan. Har- 














bin, Tientsin and now upon all-time 
record for Shanghai, with four sell- 
outs, 


Symph Ork on July 8, 9 and 10; the | 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Ork in| 


musical, 
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Literati 





Farrar & Rinehart Upheld 
A temporary injunction restrain- 
ing the Literary Guild from selling 
any of three Farrar & Rinehart 


books, except to actual Guild sub- 
scribers was handed down by Judge 
Bernard L. Shientag of the N, Y. 
Supreme Court. 


Trial in the suit for $100,000 dam- 
ages brought against the Guild for 
alleged breach of contract and filed 
by Farrar & Rinehart at the same 
time as the application for the in- 
junction will begin next week 
(10). 





Guild Ballot Box Lifted 


Hijacking of a ballot box on an 
important issue last week has Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette unit of Ameri- 
can Newspaper Guild in an uproar. 
Following signing of contract re- 
cently with Publisher Paul Block, 
morning sheet fired four men and_| 
Guild chapter was’ voting = on 
whether to call strike if dismissed 
employes weren't reinstated imme- 
diately. 

Election was held at Guild head- 
quarters in People’s Alliance Build- 
ing and around 9 p.m., when around 
60 of the 73 members had already 
voted, two unidentified men walked 
into the room, crowded a couple of 
members of the election committee. 
lifted the box and sped away. 


Detectives were immediately sum- 
moned, but no trace of either the 
box or the men has since been 
found. Unit is awaiting further de- 
velopments before calling for an- 
other vote. Bonus dismissal checks | 
of four men are being held by Guild 
officers pending outcome. 








Writers’ League Congress June 4-6 


* ; we _| of B. P. Schulberg. 
League of American Writers has | cried a Little’ 


issued a call to a congress to be held 
in New York City June 4-6. Sessions 
will open with a mass meeting at 
Carnegie Hall. 

Purpose of congress will be dis- 
cussion of professional problems in 
relation to national and _ interna- 
tional events. 





A New Publishing Firm 


The publishing firm of Carrick & 
Evans, Inc. opened offices in New 
York Monday (3). Officers are Lynn 
Carrick, president, Robert F. Evans, 
vice-president and treasurer, and 
John Reynolds, secretary. 


Carrick was until recently with 
Bobbs-Merrill and formerly adver- 
tising manager of Putnam’s. Evans 
resigned from Scribner's, where he 
handled publicity. 





International Mag List 
Carolyn Ulrich, chief of the pe- 
riodicals division of the N. Y. Public 
Library, has compiled a list of 8,200 
current periodicals of all countries. 
Book classifies magazines giving 
date of origin; price and publishers. 
Published by R. R. Bowker for $12. 





New Literary Agency 

McKeogh & Boyd, Inc., is a new 
literary agency formed last week. 
Partners are Ruth Boyd, formerly of 
Curtis Brown, and Elsie McKeogh, 
formerly of Barbour & McKeogh. 

Charlotte Barbour has resigned as 
a partner in the latter firm, founded 
in 1930, and will henceforth live on 
her New Hampshire farm. 





Literati Deaths This Week 


Harry M. Nimmo, 59, editor and 
owner of the Detroit Saturday 
Night, weekly magazine, and a 
leader in Detroit newspaper circles 
for more than 30 years, died April 
30 in Detroit. Former city editor of 
the old Detroit Tribune and later 
connected with the Detroit News, 
he organized the Detroit Saturday 
Night in 1907, with W. R. Orr, then 
manazer of the News. He was a 
member of the Players and past 
president of the Detroit Athletic 


Club. Survived by two sons and a 
daughter. Burial Monday (3) in 
Detroit. 


Norman Hapgood, 69, Minister to 
Denmark under President Wilson, 
and editor of numerous magazines, 
including Collier’s, Hearst’s Interna- 
tional Weekly and Harper’s Weekly, 
died in New York on April 29, after 
an operation. He had a national rep- 
utation as a writer and an editor, 
and was frequently the storm center 
of many fights for reform in business 
and political practices. His second 
wife and four children survive him, 
as well as his two brothers, one of 
whom, Hutchins Hapgood, is well 
known for his labor sympathies and 





activities. 


Walker Back on H-T 


Stanley Walker, editor of New 
York Woman until mag folded re- 
cently, was named as assistant man- 
aging editor of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune last Monday (3) by Ogden 
Reid, publisher of the sheet. Walker 
now tops Chartes McLendon, who 
succeeded him as paper’s city editor, 
when former left that post several 
years ago to join N. Y. Mirror. Dur- 
ing his absénce from the H-T, 
Walker has served on N. Y. Amer- 
ican, as managing editor of the New 
Yorker magazine, and as free lancer 
for Fortune mag. 


Deadlocks Along Strike Front 

Newspaper Guild’s strike at the 
Long Island (Jamaica, N. Y.) Press 
which to all appearances was set- 
tled last week, was resumed as soon 
as it was announced by S. I. New- 
house, publisher, that 27 members of 
the striking staff would be fired for 
reasons of economy. Picketing was 
immediately renewed with the re- 
sult that mechanical employees were 
unable to enter the plant and on 
Saturday (1) publication was sus- 
pended. A _ five-hour confab on 
Monday (3) brought no results and 
the situation is again deadlocked. 

Findings by the arbitrator in the 
controversy over the firing of two 
men at the Amsterdam (Harlem, 
N. Y.) News is due this week. The 
strike activities at the North Shore 
(Flushing, N. Y.) Journal continued 
with the situation still deadlocked. 
No decision is expected in the ap- 
plication of the management for a 
permanent injunction for some time. 





Sonya Schulberg’s Tome 


Scribner’s will bring out the first 
novel of Sonya Schulberg, daughter 
It is titled ‘They 
and is based on life 
finishing school for 


in a Parisian 
girls. 

Budd Wilson Schulberg, son of the 
producer, is in Selznick Interna- 
tional’s writing department. 





CHATTER 


Kenneth Roberts 
Italy this week. 


American Booksellers to convene 
in N. Y. May 9-11. 


Artemas Holmes elected president 
of Street and Smith. 


Nancy Hale preparing a collection 
of letters of Elinor Wylie. 


I. J. Singer's novel ‘The Brothers 
Ashkenazi’ banned in Poland. 


Carleton Beals finishing a book on 
South America titled ‘All America.’ 


Doubleday Doran has moved its 
N. Y. offices to Rockefeller Center. 


Robert A. Parker has written a 
book on Father Divine due out next 
week. 


George Sorel’s novel, ‘Bi-Ba-Bo,’ 
will be published by Somerfield & 
Haynes. 

LeRoy Greene, feature writer on 
Evening Ledger, Philly, will cover 
Coronation for his sheet. 

Upton Sinclair’s novel of the Span- 
ish civil war ‘No Pasaran’ to be pub- 
lished in eight languages. 

Random House has grabbed up 
Gene Fowler and will shortly pub- 
lish ‘Salute To Yesterday.’ 

Clifford Dowdey’s new _ book, 
‘Bugles Blow No More,’ out next 
week, is a Civil War novel. 


Grace Ives, editor of Vogue, in 
Hollywood to study fashions in 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 

Look, the picture magazine, here- 
tofore issued as a monthly started 
publication as a bi-monthly April 27. 

Janet Cohn sails May 8 to catch 
opening of new Emlyn William’s 
play ‘He Was Born Gay,’ in London. 

Don Herold, former film critic and 
dramatic editor for Life, now on 
the staff of Scribner's mag., contrib- 
uting humorous comment on current 
events. 

Theatrical Press Unit of the N. Y. 
Newspaper Guild has arranged a 
film show and dance to be held May 
9 at Labor Stage Studios. Most of 
the coin will go to the Guild’s Emer- 
gency Fund. 

Ashton Stevens, Chicago columnist 
and critic, who has been sick all 
winter, exvects to return to work 
shortly. His book ‘When Cabs Were 
Horses,’ scheduled by Covici-Friede 
for spring publication, will be out in 
the fall. 

Edward L. Bernays and Doris E. 
Fleischman are the co-authors of a 
pamphlet titled ‘Universities-Path- 
finders in Public Opinion.’ Contains 


returning from 


a list of courses in public relations. . 


public opinion and related subjects 
offered in American Universities. 
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Permanent Shutters 


But Hope for Compromise or Reprieve 


Sock to burlesque theatres is not 
as bad as it looks, with exception of 
the Broadway houses, since several 
only hoped for continuance over 
and would have re- 

for only couple of 


warm spell 
mained open 
weeks more. The trouble lies in pos- 
sibility of reform drive sticking un- 
til after fall when closed theatres 
would have reopened. 

Theatres in Brooklyn, the Century, 
Casino, Minsky’s, Star and Oxford 
were beginning to see the summer 
red when bagged. Latter three, hit 
pefore the wholesale closure, are be- 
ing given Grand Jury action in at- 
tempt to convict, which automatica!- 





ly carries license revocation penalty 


for one year, as with recently con- 
victed Gotham, N. Y. 


| yelping in 


Those set to stay were Broadway's | 


Gaiety, Republic, Apollo, 
and Oriental. Irving Place and Peo- 
ple’s, like Brooklyn houses, were go- 


Eltinge | 





Gets His Wish 


Charlie _ Schwartz, operator 
of the Oxford theatre, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and one of the few 
press agent users in the field, 


used to haunt his p.a. with 
pressure for front-page pub- 
licity. Schwarz contended that 


notning counted 
on 


unless it 
the lead cover. 
He’s got it now. 


N. Y. Burley Shutdown 


Reacts in Other Towns 


was 











Chicago, May 4. 

Following. New York’s current 
burlesque license excitement the 
Chicago city fathers are doing some 
the newspapers them- 
selves and are getting plenty of pub- 
licity on a proposed ‘clean-up’ cam- 
paign. Two papers, the 


| Times and the Chicago Daily News, 


ing to try to weather the heat, but | 


also considered summer closing. 


Other Cities Affected 


Business out of town has also been 
afiected by the spreading N. Y. re- 


| carried 


form. Repercussion has resulted in 


other towns, with local reformers 
stepping into the fray and lessening 
biz considerably as in N. Y. For- 
tunately for road situation, it is in 


| the local police. 


are front-paging the investigation. 
Daily News, besides its news yarn, 

the Westbrook Pegler col- 

umn on burlesque on its front page. 





Newark, May 4. 
Harry Brock, manager of the Em- 
pire theatre here, rates high 


Chief of Police of 


| Newark stated on the first page of 


similar position to that of Brooklyn, | 


with seasonal dropoft anticipated 
even before trouble started. There 
are only five wheel shows left now 


and they would have been played | 


a month. Out-of-town | ststherities. 


out within 
stockers are also summer hibernators 
for most part, so there is also little 
lost in that direction, unless moral- 
izers stick around until autumn. 
Question of responsibility to land- 
lords for leases on N. Y. theatres 
has many sides, and as many an- 
swers. Action of the law in shutter- 
ing the theatres is construed as an 
‘act of God’ for which operators 
cannot be held accountable. Another 
theory is that since owners knew the 


condition of the shows and shared’ 


in the profit they made, they assumed 
the same risk as managers. There 
is also the thought that a lease is a 
lease, but finer points and arguments 
pro and con will probably make 
court matter if properties are shut- 
tered for any length of time. Idea 
that a couple may assume a new 
character with vaude or films might 
also obviate the question. 


Whether or not the theatres are 
to be held responsible to performers 
has not been taken up by the Bur- 
lesque Artists Ass’n yet. Union does 
not want to heap more difficulty on 
the shoulders of the operators and 


will not consider the question until | 
other mess is cleaned up. All have | 


been operating with two weeks’ no- 
tice posted for protection. That 
means that they could drop within 
a week minus a union run-in. 


Both Commissioner Moss and Mayor 
LaGuardia have made it plain that 
there will be no quarter given bur- 
leys because of their defiant attitude 
and consistent disregard for authori- 
ties after repeated warnings follow- 
Ing conferences. Reports that a 
Couple of new licenses were sought, 
but the fact that old ones cannot be 
renewed answers that. 


Employment Problem 


What is to become of the idle per- 
formers is an enigma for BAA. 
Group sees a possibility of eventual 
Teiurn to old burley of girley line, 
Comics and specialties, but little 
hope for the strip teasers, of which 
there are about 200 around the 
Country, and for whom N. Y. was 
the happy hunting ground. Talk of 
small revues, vaude, etc., by some 
Managers to take care of the cho- 
Tuses, cleaning of the old book and 
Creation of new sophisticated comedy 
Via new writers can aid comics in 
legitimate skits. Also use of special- 
ties to fill, is seen. Some can grad- 
ually swing back into burlesque of 
better type, it is thought, but the 
Peel looks like its heading for the 





ash heap along with too blue dia- | 


logue, Actually, the talk had as 


much to do with starting the wave 
as the nudity, say upper handers. 
Talk of a local censorship body is 


‘nother factor, although denied offi- 
Cially, 


| mous. 


| the Newark Evening News that the 





Haymans were associates of Charles 


Frohman and were in the Klaw & 
Erlanger syndicate. 
Also In Rome 
Rome, April 23. 
Rome is already busy making 


plans for the World Fair to be held 
here in 1941-42. 

Place reserved for the fair grounds 
will be the largest ever set aside to 
date for a similar exposition. 
center will be occupied by a large 


Its | 





square, styled after the traditional 
‘piazza’ that forms the character- | 
istic center of every Italian town. 


This will be called Axum Square, in | 


honor of the great obelisk which is 
being brought from Axum, sacred 


city of Ethiopia, to be erected in the | 


center of the 

Buildings 
the 
will 


fair grounds. 

on this square will 
largest of the exposition 
have a permanent 


be 
and 
character. 


One group will be dedicated to the 


Arts and the other to the Sciences. | 
There is also to be a great round | 


tower, dedicated to 
Italian genius; this tower will 
visible from Rome itself. although 
the fair grounds are to be located 
half-way 


the triumph 


between Rome and the 
sea. 
At the entrance of the grounds 


there will be a building dene all in 
glass, and surrounded 


by 
fountains. From here 


searchlights 


of | 
be | 


great | 


| will play all over the fair, over the | 


Chicago | 


with | 


Empire productions were above crit- | 


icism in that they 


were entirely | 


different from the shows censored in | 


Times Square. 


Brock has worked well with the 
particularly in 
to the ‘strippers,’ and is now com- 
pleting a second successful season in 


Newark. 





Pittsburgh, May 4. 

Following lead taken over week- 
end by New York refusing licenses 
to burlesque houses, Pittsburgh au- 
thorities are going to pay strict at- 
tention to goings-on at Casino, local 
citadel of the strip-tease, in the 
future. 

George Jaffe’s spot hasn’t been 
bothered with censorship problems, 
but Safety Director George A. Fair- 
ley, yesterday, ordered a police of- 
ficer to view the performance and 
make an immediate report. Fairley 
said he’d ‘have an announcement to 
make later.’ 

Question which officer must de- 
cide, according to safety director, is 
whether taking one’s clothes off be- 
fore an audience constitutes a vulgar 
performance regardless of how 
gracefully disrobing is done. 


Frisco’s Bid 


(Continued from page 53) 

















there are but two attraction the- 
atres, the Curran and Geary, neither 
of which are often lighted because of 
the decline of attractions on the 
road. 

That factor and the fire, which 
razed most of Frisco’s theatres, are 
angles in the decadence of the the- 
atre’s former number one far west 
stand. How to get shows will be the 
committee’s major problem. That 
topic will be discussed at the com- 
ing American Theatre Council con- 


vention in New York, late this 
month. 
Coast showmen have operated 


under handicaps for some time. Not 
the least is claimed to be the fault 
of the unions, since legit theatres in 
order to have stage crews must also 
have eight to 10 men in the or- 
chestra pit. 

Earlier this season there was a 
plan to present a super-stock in 
Frisco which would rival the old 
Alcazar stock. Idea was furthered 
by William Hanley, who has had 
stage and managerial experience dur- 
ing a visit to New York. He is the 
husband of Madge Kennedy, who re- 
sides on the Coast. 

Among the stellar showmen pro- 
duced by Frisco, the late David 


fountains, and over an artificial lake. 
This building will ‘dominate the ap- 
proach to the grounds on the Rome 
side. 

Gardening is to feature trees 
characteristic of the Mediterranean 
countries—the pine, the live oak, the 
Olive tree, and the palm. 


DIXIE’S DELIGHT 
Wraps On in N. Y., but Free Peel- 
ing in the South 


Spartanburg, N. C., May 4. 


}in burlesque. 


| 
| 


With Gotham’s burlesque houses 
| . . . 1 
| padlocked, Dixie’s theatre patrons 
have suddenly developed a strong | 


regard 








yen for flesh shows. Several houses 
in the Carolinas have strippers, 
semi-nudes and other stock burley 
fashions, but they never draw as 
well as they have since news stories 
and broadcasts started telling about 
the troubles which the burlesque 
contingent were undergoing in New 
York. 

Some of the managers in this sec- 
tor opined today that the coming 
weeks would find the cream of New 
York strippers off on road shows in 
the hinterlands, unless the padlocks 


are meanwhile yanked off. ‘Folies 
de Nuit’ company, which recently 
regaled this town with straight 


stripping in big doses, minus a word 
of local protest, is still going big in 
the Carolinas and adjacent areas. 


| 





|for it, 


x == 





Burley Theatres Seek Mandamus Writ 
Lose Appeal; Trial Set for Next Week 





Moss’ Power Queried 





N. Y. burly theatre owners 
wili base their hopes of com- 
pelling License Commissioner 
Moss to renew their permits on 
a decision recently handed 
down by the State Court of 
Appeals. The high court held 
that Moss had no power to re- 
voke a theatre license unless a 
conviction in first 
obtained. 


court was 


During the mandamus argu- 
ment Monday (3) before Su- 
preme Court Justice Rosen- 


man, former Magistrate Hyman 
Reit, on behalf of the Eltinge 
theatre, contended that the 
high court’s ruling also cov- 
ered the renewal of licenses, 
particularly where there was 
no conviction for indecent ex- 
hibition. 
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Ann Covio Apticipated 
Burley Reform Action 


Newark, May 4. 
Ann Corio, highest priced star ih 
burlesque, interviewed on burlesque 
crisis in dressing room at Empire 


Theatre, where she is appearing in 
‘Merry Maidens.’ She _ states she 
wrote VARIETY a year ago on the 


possibility of such a clash with the 
police, due to two serious condition 
One was the crudity 

of many so-called 


and  brashness 


and emphasizing the artistic rather 
than the s, a. angle. And the other 
is the extremes comics have gone to 
for laughs in the same direction. 


> 


The battling burlesquers will have 
an opportunity to present their side 
of the strip tease squabble before 
a jury in the N, Y. supreme ceurt 
sometime next week, Justice Rosen- 
man indicated Monday (3) when he 
reserved decision on the motion of 
attorneys for four of the closed 
houses for a mandamus order to 
compel License Commissioner Moss 
to renew their licenses. 

Instead of granting the order 
asked, Judge Rosenman indicated he 
would grant an alternative man- 
damus and have both sides present 
their case to a jury. Meanwhile the 
theatres whose licenses Moss re- 
fused to renew will remain closed, 

The four theatres seeking the 
mandamus ‘Monday’ were the Eltinge, 
Gaiety, Irving rilace and the People’s 
theatre on the Bowery. Robert W. 
Corillo, appearing for the Irving 
Place and the People's, declared that 
Moss had acted arbitrarily and had 
not given the theatres an opportunity 
to properly defend themselves at the 
hearings before the Commissioner, 

Former Magistrate Hyman J. Reit, 
on behalf of the Eltinge, told the 
Court that, although he believed 
Moss had acted according to his 
views, his refusal to renew the li- 
cénses was contrary to law. He said 





| 


that from 80 to 90 people would be 
affected at the Eltinge alone. He 
pointed out that the Court of Ap- 
peals has held that the Commissioner 
cannot revoke a license unless a con- 
viction is obtained in court. The 
attorney contends that this ruling 
also applies to renewing a license. 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 


| Weinstein opposed the granting of a 
‘strippers’ who would undoubtedly | 
| get the same results by toning down | 


| 
| 


Miss Corio believes this official in- | 


tervention will have a salutary effect 
and that burlesque will be the better 
eradicating the taint, and 


| thereby increasing the audiences. 





Independent Burlesque 


Week of May 9 


‘Bozo Snyder's Own Show’ — Casino, 
Pittsburgh, 
‘Pardon the Glamour’—Gayety, Cincin- 


nati. 
‘Oriental Girls’—Troc, Philadelphia. 
‘Girls in Toyland’—Howard, Boston. 
‘Crazy Quilit’'—Gayety, Washington. 
"Pepper Pot Revue’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘Nothin’ But Dames'—Capitol, Toledo, 
‘Top Hat Revue'—Gayety, Detroit. 





Brooklyn Burley, Self-Purged, Reveals. 


~ Inoffensive Show on Shutdown Eve 





How to avoid police or censor dif- 
ficulties would be a descriptive sec- 
ondary title for this completely inof- 
fensive burlesque, which incidentally 
is temporarily the last to be seen in 
N. Y. for reasons of the Century’s 
planned closing in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
before reform interference, the sec- 
ond reason. Doubtless, the manage- 
ment applied the usual local rinsing 
before bringing it to this house, but 
it couldn’t have required much labor 
because it’s still unlabored fun and 
well handled by the entire company 
in its condensed version. 

Due to the lack of dirt, talent is 
much in evidence ranging from the 
comics down to the talking and sing- 
ing women. Helen Rogers, mature 
blonde, with an unusually good voice 
for her calling, and Aileen Dale, 
brunette looker with histrionic abil- 
ity and voice are femmes... Miss 
Rogers’ singing is a pleasant escape 
from the squeaks of the piping 
peelers, who clutter the local boards. 
Miss Dale’s acting near tops in 
field, if anything in burley may be 
called acting. 

Further proof of 


nation of strippers. 





| book for numbers. 
the | 


Bits are almost whistle-clean, deal- 
ing only in smart lines with a double 
entendre in true burley tradition. 
Even the ready-for-retirement hotel 
honeymooners sketch, as delivered 
by Conley, brings its laughs from the 
belly, with the assistance of Lou 
Brown, excellent straight man. 
Equally old pistol sharpshooting bit 
assumes a color (not blue) always 
lacking elsewhere because of limited 
ability of mest comics. Lloyd is a 


little stumped being of the latter 
school, and does not show as well 
as Conley. 


Kickers, while not much on looks, 
although including a couple. of 
nifties, are well rehearsed and well- 
equipped in costumery. Line is 
seldom out of time and often a 
little better than the routines with 
which they work. Production is 
above burley’s average though still 
lacking in parts, particularly when 
producer took recourse to the old 
Four house show- 

once, since un- 


girls are used but 


| draping is no longer the smart thing 


the straightness | house, 
of the show is the almost total elimi-| and not allowed to play. 
Company sup-j} Ryan, 


to do, hereabouts. 


they are kept in the house 


juve singer, never 


ports only two, proving conclusively | chance, so does little in his one num- 
that the strip is not an indispensable | ber. 


part of burlesque. It can easily be 
omitted in the re-education of the 
public to better standards. Dolores 
Green and the Chinese Amy Fong 
are the exponents, minus exposure. 
Former limits herself to a_ strut 
garbed in a transparency which re- 
veals without offending. Miss 


| Wong's routine is more revealing on 


Belasco was probably the most fa- | 


He was given a start there 


| by William A. Brady. The Golden 
| Gate city also developed David War- 


| field, 





Congressman Sol loom, Al 
and Alf Hayman and Thomas A. Wise. 
All latter three are deceased. The 


conclusion. 


performance. Her songs and Orien- 


, tal dancing fill out. 


Ed Lloyd and Henry Conley clown 
their respective ways to success 
entertainers. further discrediting 
their less fortunate comical brethren. 


as 


However, it still retains | 
a dignity via the fringe and a clever | 


} 


| doubtediy 
| dience indifference is 


Show also includes mixed team of 
knockabout dancers, Carlton and 


Milier. They are extremely fast and 
good. Return appearance in chal- 
lenge stuff brings out the best in 


each, which is something. Opening 
is clog work and chair climbing and 
hopping with added hand _ noises 
Sounds like a lot but only serves to 
warm them up for a snappy deuce 
try. Ali Ben Ali, mystic and nerve 
hypnotist. working as a house filler, 
is in next to shut spot, still has a 
good act. Fairs and vaude are un- 
better locations, as 
here indicated 
Hurl. 


mandamus, 

‘The city feels,’ Weinstein said, 
‘that the exhibitions in, burlesque 
houses in the city during the past 
several years have been a disgrace to 
New York. They are cesspools of 
vice and indecency and present pro- 
ductions that are lewd to a degree 
that is almost unbelievable. At- 
torneys for 14 theatres complained 
of were present at the Moss hear- 
ings and had ample opportunity to 
refute the charges made against their 
clients. I am submitting to the Court 
a copy of the testimony of one of 
the inspectors who investigated the 
shows. 

‘It is the filthiest thing ever to be 
put in a court of record in this 
State or any other State. If the 
people could read the evidence pre- 
sented before Commissioner Moss, 
they would storm the theatres and 
tear them down. They are habitats 
of sex crazed perverts and the cause 
of many of the sex crimes.’ 

“When will you be ready to try the 
case on an alternative mandamus?’ 
Judge Rosenman asked Weinstein, 
indicating he would let a jury de- 
cide the facts. Weinstein protested 
that the defendants were not en- 


' titled to any such relief. 


‘In my opinion,’ Judge Rosenman 
held, ‘Commissioner Moss has the 
right to use his discretion in the 
granting of licenses. The question 
here is, whether that discretion was 
abused and that is a matter for a 
jury to decide.’ 

He directed both sides to 
briefs as soon as possible. 


submit 


——— 


Burlesque Review 
MIDNIGHT FLYERS 


(Princess, Youngstown, O.) 
(STOCK) 
Youngstown, O., April 27. 





| 


| 


: | offering 
Supplied by the | 


Konny | 
gets aj 


‘Midnight Flyers,’ with Aileen Ran- 
dolph and Evelyn Cushway current 
at Princess here, is a highly enter- 
taining production which should 
please most particular burlesque pa- 
trons. Though there is not much 
change in the cast, change of rout- 
ines, bits and wardrobe make the 
interesting. 

Other featured strip-tease artists 
in the production are Revelle Blair 
and Marie Deetz. Buddy Kane’s com- 
edy bit about a husband returning 
from the office drew applause the 
opening performance. 

All five male principals are seen 
in another comedy skit about paying 
war debt that is unusually clever. 

Bob Evans, juvenile straight man, 
scores with a character skit and song 


|entitled ‘Wise Guy.’ 


au- | 


Bert Wrennick, vocalist, is 
tured in several song hits and 
companies the picture nun.bers 
the ‘mike.’ Virgil Downuard, new 
comic in the cast, seems to have 
improved his technique in the new 


fea- 
ac- 


at 


Fibber McGee production. A neat 
record crowd turned out at the 
| Garter night performance this week. 
\ Mack. 
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Broadway 





Irving Mills back from California. 

Bili Doll p.a. for two-a-day b uirley 
due at Fulton. 

Bob Millford to Coast as aide to 
George Jessel. 

Afternoons at the Friars consist of 
hearts and horses. 

Harold Scadron envious of Sid 
Pisrmont’s green coat. 

Jean Sargent has joined the show 
at the Hollywood nitery. 


J. C. Stein back to Chicago after | 


a couple of days in N. Y. 
Bide Dudley’s son, 
left the cast of ‘Babes in Arms.’ 
Don Haynes, CRA’s midwest sales- 
man, in town for a couple of days. 
Ernest McCauley back from Coast 
and Louis McLoon on the way in. 
Islin Auster of the Hollywood Hays 
office in New York for a week or so. 
Leota Lane (Lane Sisters) 


A. F. Schwartz named as assistant 
to T. P. Loach, secretary of Pathe 
Films. 

James Agate, drama critic of the 
London Sunday Times, arrived Mon- 
dav (3). 


Tommy Rockwell (-O’Keefe) back | 


to the Coast this week after a quickie 
east on biz. 


Abe K-akauer, Jimmy Drew and} 


Johnny Donlevy, ticket men, back 


from cruise. 
Eddie Miller presenting his pupils 


in a musicale at the Mansfield the- | 


atre, May 16. 

Merge Brullow, 
beauty, sizned for 
Lucille Ryman. 

Mrs. E. G. Lewis, who has a string 
of race horses, is better known as 
Elizabeth Arden. 

Tillie Leblang Jasie 
take at least three weeks rest by 
doctor, has sone out of town. 

Marie Callahan in from the Coast 
for first time in a couple of years, 
but doesn’t know for how long. 

Hymie Bushel, Rudy Vallee’s at- 
torney. sailed for London yesterday 
(Tuesday). Will be gone 12 days. 

Walter Moore’s son graduates from 
New York University and enters 
Princeton with a Ph.D. scholarship. 

Al Altman making new batch of 
screen tests in his new faces drive 
for talent in east. He’s Metro's talent 
boss. 

Kelcey Allen and the missus to 
Atlantic City while their flat is be- 
ing redecorated. Will be gone a 
week. 

Annual meeting of Percy Williams 
Home officers and report to be held 
at home, East Islip, L. I, N. Y., 
May 11. 

Jeanette C. Power (Power's Ele- 
phants) arrived from Europe May 3 
after 10 years on the Continent and 
England. 

Al and Val Reno sail for Copen- 
hagen May 19 for an engagement at 
the National Scala. Will tour conti- 

ent later, 

Susanne Fisher and Margaret 
Daum, both of Met, N. Y., signed for 
appearances at,St. Louis Muny 
Onpera this season. 

Jack Kapp, Decca Records prez, 
plans spending the summer in Holly- 
wood, starting mid-June on an ex- 
tensive recording trip. 

The J. David (N. Y. Post) Sterns 
tossed a birthday party for Bob Gar- 
land, film critic of the American, at 
their midtown penthouse. 

Molly King, secretary in adver- 

tising division of Hays office, takes 
an auto ride to St. Petersburg, Fla., 
on her vacation this month. 
-. Joe E. Brown left Sunday (2) for 
French Lic’ Springs, Ind., thence to 
Louisville for the Kentucky Derby 
(8) before returning to N. Y. 

Marjorie Adams, film critic of the 
Boston Globe, back to Boston after 
another periodic trip to look over 
new films and contact home offices. 

Dave Ingram, of Rockwell-O’Keefe 
N. Y. office, moved his missus and 
new offspring over from Philly last 
week. Now commuting to Scars- 
dole, N. Y. 

Mrs. Jack Robbins back to their 
Peverly Hills home for the summer 
and her music publisher-husband 
follows later in the summer, al- 
though, eventually, they'll sell the 
marnse and re-establish permanently 
in N. Y. 

Hy (Brooklyn Eagle) Gardner's 8- 
yoar-old charges lc. admish for 16 
mm. screenings and has been in the 
red for weeks until instituting bank 
nite. Prize was a pass to Minsky’s 
Oriental, his columnist-vapa discov- 
ered, so the juve exhib has been 
promptly disenfranchised. 


London 











~ Lothar Mendes in hospital. 

Cliff Fischer back from Paris. 

Andrew Melville on sick list. 

Max Rivers. going through bank- 
ruovtcy. 

Metro due to start film productions 
in London May 15. 

George Ross, of N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, here, and off to Paris. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner at the Little 
theatre for a two weeks’ season. 

J. J. Shubert in town and giving 
a few West-End shows the once-over. 

Lesser Samuels had his G-B writ- 
ing contract extended to January, 
1938. 

‘Balalaika’ celebrated its 100th per- 
feryance with a big party on the 
stage. ae 

Teddy Joyce and family just re- 


Bronson, has 


vice | 
Jane Pickens with ‘Follies’ en route. | 


Indianapolis | 
Universal by | 


ordered to| 


ceived their Christmas gifts from Ma 
in New York. 

‘Ride-a-Cockhorse’ closed at Roy- 
alty theatre April 17 after only 17 
performances. 

Leslie Banks considering an offer 
| to play New York in the fall for the 
Theatie Guild. 

Work has begun at Gainsborough 
studios on George Arliss’ new pic- 
ture, ‘Dr. Syn.’ 
| British International has bought 
the film rights of ‘The Terror’ from 
the Edgar Wallace estate. 

Marjorie Brown replacing Gina 
Malo in the second West End pro- 
On Your Toes.’ 
Loudon, head of 





| duction of 
Norman 


make publicity films in color. 
| Joe Friedman, local 
chief, sails for America May 19, for 
Columbia’s Sales Convention. 

John C. Wilson to do ‘You Can't 
Take It With You,’ with all-English 
cast, in the West End in the fall. 

Charlie Tucker forming another 
vaudeville unit, opening in the fall, 
to star Afrique and Senator Murphy. 

Commander Donaldson, formerly 
of City Films, and now in the soap 
| business, is considering a comeback. 

Pinewood Film Studios, at Iver, 
Bucks, the only studios in England 
fuliy occupied. All four siages are 
working. 

Most London theatres opening at 
6:30 p.m. on Coronation day to en- 
able audiences to hear King’s broad- 
cast speech. 

Orchestra leader Mantovani recov- 

|ering from appendicitis operation, 
for which he was rushed from Dub- 
lin to London. 
| Enid Dixon-Orr, Jack Waller’s 
| latest discovery, in ‘Big Business,’ 
Hippodrome musical, being film-test- 
|ed by Criterion. 
Cliff Fischer’s London Casino show 
| definitely closes July 21, with the 
N. Y. French Casino show scheduled 
to replace on July 28. 

Jack Hulbert, guest at a Press 
Club dinner, told all the gags in his 
forthcoming film, accepting the audi- 
| ence’s decision as final. 

Reginald Baker, joint managing 
director of Associated Talking Pic- 
tures, in huddle with Henry Sherek 
at the Dorchester hotel. 

Kurt Robitschek throwing a cock- 
tail party at the St. Regis for Helen 
Morgan prior to her opening at the 
Victoria Palace and Ciro’s. 

George and Jack Dormonde 
booked for the new Clifford Fischer 
show which ovens at the French 
Casino, New York, Aug. 26. 

Leslie Holderness, nine years the- 
atre controller for Paramount here, 
| and in the last six months in similar 
| capacity with Union Cinemas, out. 

Leslie Hiscot, film producer, has 
bought the Hammersmith Film Stu- 
dios formerly owned by Julius Ha- 
gen. Price understood to be $50,000. 

Martinus Poulsen giving all prin- 
cipals of the London Casino show 
champagne to celebrate the first an- 
niversary of the Cliff Fischer policy. 

Herman Hyde and Sally Burrill 
were due to broadcast, but were 
eanceled at the last minute because 
their labor permit specifies cabaret 


work only. 
Berlin 


Michael Bohnen as Kezel in ‘Bar- 
tered Bride.’ 

Beethoven prize goes to Josef 
Reiter, composer. 

Alois Melchar to Wurttemberg for 
prolonged batoning. 

Jushny and his ‘Blue Bird’ cele- 
brating 5,555th anniversary. 

Friedrich Ulmer as Faust in 
Frankfort for Goethe festival. 

Hungarian symph off to Cologne 
— a royal reception in the capi- 
al. 

World premiere of Wolf-Ferrari’s 
‘Die Vier Grobiane’ at the State 
opera. 

Gina Falckenberg, picture actress, 
has a novel published named ‘The 
Unending Adventure.’ 

Hans’ Brausewetter signed for 
Dodie Smith’s comedy, ‘Call It a 
Day’ at the Deutsches theatre. 

Lina Carstens, vacationing from 
| the Leipziger Schauspielhaus, to do 
a guest engagement at the Volks- 
buehne in Berlin. 

Dr. Engen Lanske of the Viennese 
Ministry to hold forth on German- 
Austrian Pic co-operation at the 
Reich’s theatre chamber. 














Chicago 


Mrs. Jack Miller recouping after 
serious illness. 

Edzar Bergen through town on his 
way to the Coast. 

Fritz Blocki checked in at St. 
Lukes hosp. for a rest. 

Aaron J. Jones, Sr., back at his 
| desk after California sojourn. 

Ned Miller has spotted new Feist 
offices in the Woods building. 

Herb Elisburg drew a bon voyage 
party from CAPA before sailing for 
Sweden. 

Jack Fine planning a trip to 
Europe this summer to hunt up some 
novelty talent. 

Ethel Merman to the Coast and 
pictures following ‘Red, Hot and 
Blue’ folding here. 

Sam Schoenstadt has gone for one 
of those armor-plated  barn-door 
cigarette containers, 

Kati Cuff handling special pub- 
licity for Jack Fulton and Carlton 
Kelsey on the Wrigiey show. 











| 
Sound | 
| City, has formed a new company to | 


Columbia | 


Paris 


Paul Lukas in town. 
J. J. Shubert in town. 
Olive May at Chez Florence. 
Camille Wyn back from U.S. 
Dora Del Monte at the A.BC. 
Cookie Faye at the Grand Jeu. 
A. W. Turnbell in from America. 
Harold Smith back from Austria. 
Duvalles making his cabaret debut. 
La Rampe, theatrical mag, revived. 
Billy Sparrow at tre Sheherazade. 
Five new nighteries set for open- 
| ine, 
Mansfield and Lamar at the Bag- 
dad. 
| David Smart in and out on same 
| boat. 
Raquel Meller singing over Radio- 
| Cite. 
Irvin 
York. 
Lillian Ellis dancing at the Sceher- 
; azade. 
Brailowsky concerting at the Salle 
| Pleyel. 
Gela de la Coiffure held at the 
Barded. 

Clifford C. Fischer in and back to 
London. 
Leon 
Bombay. 

Revue de Jl’Annee closing at the 
Trianon. 





Marks back from New 


Abbey postcarding from 


Henri Varna back from a short 
vacation. 

Visa charges to be reduced during 
the expo. 

Gwen Radcliffe postcarding from 
Budapest. 

Belle Didjah in on the way to 


Roumania. 

Helena Greasley postcarding from 
Manchester. 

Gaucsmith Bros. on 
A. B. C. bill. 

Two Paderewski recitals announced 
| for mid-June. 
| Spring weather in—the cafe ter- 
races crowded. 





the current 


Albert Powell held over at the 
Crique Medrano. 
Olive May getting her working 


permit renewed. 

Trials held for expo fireworks and 
lighting displays. 

Ballets Russes de 
back from America. 

Cecile Sorel scheduled to star on 
the next Empire bill. 

Mitty Goldin celebrating the third 
anniversary of his A. B. C. 

Desha doubling at the Casino de 
Paris and the Bal Tabarin. 

Mabel Manning recovering from 
an appendicitis operation. 

Jacques de Baroncelli and Victor 
Franchen off for Toulouse. 

Les Whelan busy organizing the 
20th-Fox European convention. 

L’Oeil de Paris. hew neighborhood 
cinema, showing four films for 15c. 

‘Altitude 3,200’ reaching 100th per- 
formance at the Theatre de l’Etoile. 

Jim Witteried made a member of 
Harry Latz’ International Flute Club. 

Henri Varna and Helena Greasley 
setting a new revue for the Alcazar. 

Lois and Jeanne Sterner drinking 
Coca-Cola in a Montmartre restau- 
rant. 

Robert-Arnoux engaged for an im- 
portant role in ‘Mademoiselle, Ma 


Mere.’ 

Alhambra _ shuttered: reopening 
soon with operetta ‘La Belle Tra- 
verse. 

Joe Jackson racing a motorcycle 
around Paris wearing a derby hat 
and overcoat. 

Serge Lifar giving a series of 
dances at the Salle Pleyel in honor 
of Pouchkine. i 

Mireille Fabre, daughter of the 
Comedie-Francaise administrator, 
marrying Leon Sales. ; 

Doris Niels and Serge looking over 
booking offers after their successful 
recital at the Salle Pleyel. 

G. W. Pabst giving a luncheon to 
celebrate the success of ‘Mademoi- 
selle Docteur,’ starring Dito Parlo. 

Charpin, Vivianne Romance and 
Larquey signed to make ‘The Club 
= Aristocrates’ for Pierre Colom- 
ier. 


Monte-Carlo 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Frank Neil to London soon. 

Harry Hunter arrives next week 
for Par. 

Sam Snider in New Zealand for 
the Marcus opening. 

Dance halls readying for the cold 
season and exnect a good harvest. 

Williamson-Tait will revive ‘Maid 
of the Mountains’ in Sydney next 
week. 

Arthur Ford is giving a series of 
lectures in Melbourne on psychic re- 
-search. 

Shirley Temple’s ‘Stowaway’ will 
be released here in May during the 
schools’ vacation period. 

Cinesound preparing to lay ‘Lovers 
and Luggers’ on the floor. ‘Tall 
Timber’ is in the cutting room. 

Ken Asprey, Stuart Doyle’s per- 
sonal attorney, is expected back here 
next week after a biz visit abroad. 

Sir Ben Fuller figures that his hew 
theatre. Crystal Palace, Sydney, will 
be completed by July. Pie policy 
will be tried first at pop prices. 

Johnny Glass and Frank Grahame 
will be kept pretty busy from now 
on takins care of Hoyt’s during 
Charles Munro's absence abroad. 

Following a short Gilbert-Sullivan 
eeeson in Melbourne. Williamson- 
Tait will revive ‘Lilac Time’ for an- 
other run try. 

Walter Hagen and Joe Kirkwood 
are playing exhibition matches in 








Victoria after a run around the New 
South Wales golf spots. 

George Applegate, W. E., is kept 
on the move these days setting Mir- 
rophonic apparatus into the ace the- 
atres around Australia. 

Managerial lads are turning off 
their icing plants in theatres and put- 
ting on the heat, now that the first 
cold spell has hit Sydney. 

Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done’ swings 
into the fifth week in Sydney with- 
out benefit of quota. Pic also got 
away to a grand start in Melbourne. 


Tito Schipa begins his Australian 
tour in Melbourne on June 19 for 
Williamson-Tait. Moiseiwitsch opens 
under the same management early 
in June. 

Big fight arena in Sydney will re- 
open next week after several months’ 
closure. Management hope to build 
the game up this winter and will im- 
port some boxers. 


‘White Horse Inn’ plays the New 
South Wales sticks this month after 
a run around Victoria, including a 
repeat in Melbourne. Sticks run will 
be under canvas. 

Baseball season will be gotten un- 
der way in two weeks’ time in Syd- 
ney and Melbourne. It’s a winter 
sport over here and has a pretty big 
grip now in the smallér centers. 





Clarrie Gange’s Americans open 
this week at the Palais de Dance, St. 
Kilda, Melbourne, for a short sea- 
son. Gange is in as guest conductor 
by arrangement with the Musicians’ 
Union. 





Melbourne 





Stage presentations slowly coming 
back into theatres. 

Trocadero, Sydney, got away to a/| 
grand start with dancing. 

Orrie Perry brought in a corking | 
stage show at the State, Sydney, in| 
conjunction with Warner’s ‘Charge.’ | 

Stuart Doyle sore about the British 
censor nixing ‘Orphan of the Wil-| 
derness,’ local pic. Will be remade | 
here. 

Wirth’s Circus came to Sydney and | 
opened very strongly after a year on 
the road. Will stay around four | 
weeks. 

Percy Hunter is in charge of the | 
Motion Picture Distribs’ Assn. dur- | 
ing the absence abroad of Sir Victor | 
Wilson, | 

In Melbourne Williamson-Tait will | 
revive ‘Lilac Time’ and ‘Merry Eng- 
land’ after a short run of Gilbert- 


Sullivan. 

Dorothy Flukes has been ap- 
pointed in charge of publicity for 
Warners in Australia. Formerly sec- 
retary to Ralph Clark. 

Hoyt’s will bring Col’s ‘Rangle 
River’ into the Plaza, Melbourne, for 
a run try. Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done’ 
will also be given a try there. 

Williamson-Tait will bring back 
the Gilbert-Sullivan troupe for a 
Melbourne season. Troupe has been 
playing Australia and New Zealand 
since 1935. 

Frank Neil will probably extend 
his vaude-revue unit to Brisbane 
within the next few weeks. Already 
he plays two-a-day in Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

Expected that Prime Minister 
Lyons will hold a few huddles with 
British producers during his visit to 
England on protection of British pix 
in this field. 

Acts playing in Sydney include 
Barry Breen & Wyler, Raynor Lehr, 
Sereno & June, Jed Dooley, Healy & 
Mack, Rube Damerest, Del Orel and 
Joe Lewis. Trade is splendid. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








The Joe Feldmans to N. Y. for a 
few days with relatives. 


Irene Lee back on Coast again in 
story department at Warners. 

L. B. Cool at Bedford Springs con- 
valescing from recent operation. 

George Degnon, old legit agent, in 
ahead of Hagenbeck-Wallace circus. 
; Kay Ward and Joe O’Toole are go- 
ing to tell it to a preacher in June. 

Jules Lapidus taking the frau 
a to the Coast for GN’s conven- 
ion. 

C. A. Dietrich, an operator at the 
Stanley, copped Variety Club's $500 
raffle. 

The Art Levys are calling the new 
arrival Jules Abraham, after their 
fathers. 

Ted Blake and his band have 
switched from Ritz hotel here to St. 
Moritz. 

Hal Kemp’s ork: pencilled in for 
Carnegie Tech's spring carnival next 
week-end. 

Helen Donnelly, Pittsburgh Play- 
house p. a., doing publicity for Sym- 
phony campaign. 

O. J. Keller, general manager 
Post-Gazette, and Mrs. sail on Queen 
Mary for Coronation. 

There’s an amateur playwright 
around named George S. Kaufmann. 
Spells it with two n’s. 

Film Row tossed testimonial din- 
ner to A. W. McCormick, resigned 
20th-Fox office manager. 

_Former State Senator Frank Har- 
ris, of the amusement company, up 
for GOP chairman here. 

Flood scare here last week had all 
of the downtown managers taking 





hotel rooms to be on the spot in case. 


Hollywood 


Gene Austin shed 43 pounds 
Juanita Quigley lost a tooth. 
Lou Halper in from Cleveland. 
Grady Sutton in from Florida. 
Hugh Herbert convalescing from 





op. 

May Robson had 150 at birthday 
party. 

Polly Moran to Denver for per. 
sonal. 

Sidney King Russell, poet, N. y, 
bound. 

Willy Pogany art-directing for Sol 
Lesser. 

Eleanore Whitney p.a.’ing through 
the east. 

B. P. Schulberg underwent major 
operation. 

William Pine checked out of Queen 
of Angels. 

Bez Piazza back from 
Broauway. 

Magician-comic Fred Keating rais- 
ing chickens. 

Guy Kibbee back from 
fishing jaunt. 

Lola Lane in Good Samaritan with 
throat ailment. 

Judith Alien moving 
from Van Nuys. 

Fifi D’Orsay left on p. a. 
through the west. 

Frank Forest and Lester Hodge in 
from concert tour. 

Rob Wagners showing the John 
Hanrahans around. 

Frank Whitbeck 
sunburn in Pacific. 

Al Jolson and Fred Waring back- 
ing softball teams. 

Fay Bainter moved to her Santa 
Monica beach home. 

Mary Garden going abroad to test 
warblers for Metro. 

Mayor Frank Shaw broke bread 
at Par commissary. 

Doris Warner LeRoy recuperating 
from appendectomy. 

George Jean Nathan and Richard 
Watts, Jr., planed in. 

Herman Robbins and George Dem- 
bow trained for N. Y. 

Mark Sandrich planing for N. Y, 
to boat it for London. 

Jack Gross conferring with Cliff 
Work in San Francisco. 

Shirley Temple vacationing with 
parents at Palm Springs. 

David Lippincott, N. Y. publisher, 
here to sniff for writers. 

Mary Sheppard and 
Wheeden reported at Par. 

Nelson Eddy returning May 8 to 
Metro after warbling tour. 

Joe Stout, GN salesman, celebrated 
silver wedding anniversary. 

Maurie Suess, ex-newspaperman, 
joined Bob Brandies agency. ; 

William Slavens McNutt reporting 
on his new Radio pact June l. 

The Wallace Beerys trailered to 
High Sierra for a week’s fishing. 

Wyn Cahoon, Broadway actress, 
arrived to start Columbia termer. — 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., celebrated his 
29th birthday on a rattler to N. Y. 

Sylvia Sidney had 18 stitches to 
repair damages in beauty shop fall. 

Chick York paused for gander at 
his Texas oil wells on trip from 
1. Aa 


Edward Selzer trained to N. Y. 
to aid Charles Einfeld on Warner 
convention. 

Sir Stanley Crick,  20th-Fox 
Australian distrib, in for company 
convention. 

Harvey Gates and Malcolm Stuart 
Boylan, writing team, collabed on 4@ 
power cruiser buy. 

Rufus LeMaire planed in from 
New York and London after biz chat 
with George Arliss. 

Lionel Barrymore celebrated 59th 
birthday, 54th year as an actor and 
27th year in pictures. 

John Hay Whitney planed in from 
New York for protracted huddles 
with David O. Selznick. 

Grand National Tex Ritter troupe 
snowed in and frozen out in moun- 
tains near Palm Springs. 

Mary Orr, late of Broadway, film- 
debuting in Benny Zeidman’s 
‘Sweethearts of the Navy.’ 

Diana Gibson petitioned court to 
use screen name for her own instead 
of real tag, Rosemary La Bie. 

Hal Roach will throw a ‘49er 
binge and barbecue for Metro sales 
execs at his rancho near Culver City. 

R. W. Haywood, biz agent for pro- 
jectionists, in Queen of Angels with 
fractured hip from roller skating 
fall. 

W. P. Lipscomb stocking his San 
Fernando valley rancho with fruit 
trees transplanted from his native 
Britain. 


scouting 


Oregon 


into town 


tour 


snared fish and 


Gloria 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Mrs. Martin Johnson due at Shu- 
bert June 4-5. ; 

‘Great Waltz’ a four*pérformance 
sellout at Shubert. : 

Joe Lavenduski on month’s holiday 
from College staff. i 

Ben Cohen’s new play gets an ait 
ing here May 18-19. ; 

Yale Dramat pencils ‘What Price 
Glory’ for annual Spring production. 

Ben Parker to Baltimore for in 
ishing touches on film he’s directins 
there. 

Lew Schaefer bringing in ‘Holly- 


wood Hotel Revue’ to Par wees 
May 13. 
Charles Monroe again business 


mgr. Conn. Players at Milford ope!!- 
ing, June 28. 7 

Gus Myers opened May 1 w''! 
new orch at Woodland Lake Taver™ 
in Ardsiey, N. Y. 
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Class Dame Only Cleve. Nudity: 


Powers Crack Down on Stripsters 








Cleveland, May 4. 

Mike Speciale’s French Casino, the 
nudest and most expensive item in 
Jast year’s Great Lakes Exposition 
here, is being transformed into a 
Pioneer Palace by Billy Rose for 
this season’s edition getting under 
way May 29 for a 100-day run. 

Patterned after his similar spot 
in Fort Worth Centennial, Rose has 
signed Tom Patricola as its m.c. and 
dancing topliner. Majority of Texas 
company to be brought up here, in- 





cluding chorus of beef-trusters, bell- 


ringers, glass-and-flame blowers in 
addition to a bunch of other old- | 
time vaude acts. 

With Tony Sarg’s puppets taking 
over the old Globe theatre, new fair 
concessionaires are finding a scarcity 
of footlighted auditoriums. Another 
one will be built for West Coast 
troupe’s revival of ‘The Drunkard’ 
for a 1,500-seat capacity, leased by 
Hargraves & Reicher. Amusement 
ride tagged Rigolarium is a second 
one of their enterprises on Midway. 

Neither Speciale nor Theodore 
DeWitt will be represented in the 
expo’s second year show on lake- 
front. Speciale claims he lost money 
last season on casino, due to cold 
weather and lawsuit by New York 
French Casino for plagiarism, al- 
though his ‘Folies de Nuit’ made 
money afterwards on five-month 
road tour. DeWitt, hotel manager 
of Hollenden, has given up his op- 
tion on floating Showboat and Ad- 
mirality Club for same reason. Her- 
man Pirchner angling for it as a 
huge Alpine beer garden, but fight- 
ing for lower terms. His lakefront 
Alpine Village was one of last sea- 
son’s best money-makers. 

Cold Hot Number 

Ice-skating spectacle called ‘Win- 
terland’ is expected to be this year’s 
top novelty, ranking with Rose’s 





‘Aquacade.’ Construction costs esti- 
mated to be about $100,000 by Harry 
P. Harrison and Isaac Van Grove 
who are backing it. Walter Arian 
here to direct skating ballet. Arti- 
ficial ice rink is going into building 


| 


formerly used. by Ed Hungerford for | 


‘Pageant of Years,’ with a grand- 
stand of 2,500 capacity. 


Bert Todd, once manager of Co- | 


lumbia burly house, working on ad- 
vance ticket sales. Taking place of 
Hungerford’s pageant as the the- 
matic spectacle of new edition is 
‘Making of a Nation’ in underground 
exhibition hall. Featured exhibit is 
35-foot working model of an oil re- 
finery sponsored by Standard Oil of 
Ohio. 

John T. Branson buying space for 
Marine Show with deep-sea divers 
and alligators; R. J. Zouray, for 
‘Bouquet of Life,’ ‘Wonderland’ and 
_a pony-monkey stand; W. K. Alberty, 
a pig-slide. Due to official taboo on 
bare-flesh, the only all-nude attrac- 
tion will be the ‘Camp Transparent 


Woman,” shown by Dr. Lester 
Taylor. 
Staff of 12 professional speak- 


ers now doing a tour through Great 
Lakes region ballyhooing Cleve- 
land's centennial. John H. Gourley 
again put in charge of ‘Streets of 
ag which is being partially re- 
uilt. 





Money for Parks 
Denver, May 4. 
; Total of $135,000 has been spent in 
improving and modernizing Denver’s 
two amusement parks. Elitch’s Gar- 
dens, opening on May 15, put $75,000 
in On a new junior roller coaster, re- 
decoration of ballroom, and other 
improvements. Under a new policy 
Elitch’s will this season operate all 
concessions, instead of farming them 
out as in the past. 
Opening May 22, Lakeside Amuse- 
ment park spent $60,000 on rides, 
buildings, and the park proper. 





Johnny on the Spot 
Washington, May 4. 

San Francisco Exposition has re- 
tained local publicist to aid Cali- 
fornia members of Congress in 
wangling $3,000,000 appropriation out 
of the government to help finance 
next year’s fair. 

Lee Cutler, Expo prez, has desig- 
nated Jarhes B. Crane, former news- 
Paper correspondent, as local rep of 
the Golden Gate organization. Crane 
has been handling political details 
for the Texas Centennial. 


Ringling Cleanup 

At the conclusion of the 
Ringlings, Barnum and Bailey 
engagement at Madison Square 
Garden last Saturday (1) it was 
stated that the circus played to 
the biggest gross for any com- 
parable length of 





date since 
1922. Plans call for next sea- 
son’s Garden date to be fous 
weeks. This season big top 


played 24 days, less one mati- 
nee, the premiere having been 
at night instead of the usual 
matinee start. Estimated that 
total takings topped $600,000. 
Final week’s business was ex- 
ceptionally strong. 











CAL. MILLIONS FOR 
FRISCO, L. A. EXPOS 


Sacramento, May 4. 

Bills appropriating $5,000,000 for 
the San Francisco Exposition and 
$1,500,000 for the Los Angeles Ex- 
position were approved (28) by the 
ways and means committee of the | 
assembly. 

San Francisco 
L. A. 


affair antedates 





Mix Rained Out 


Mansfield, O., May 4. 
The Tom Mix circus missed its 
first stand of the season here April 
27 because of the soft condition of 
the only show lot. 








RIDE GOES WRONG 
St. Louis, May 4. 
Collapse of the ‘Kitty Ride,’ a re 
volving swing at carny operated by 


Radio at the Circus 


Columbus, May 4. 

WHKC moved in on the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Circus Monday (3) for 
a complete description of the day’s 
events. Picked up unloading and 
setting up via short-wave trans- 
mitter, described street parade at 
noon and then aired afternoon per- 








formance from Big Top. 
Plan to repeat on Cole Bros.-Clyde 


Beatty show May 19. 


<a 


| Cole-Beatty Jumps H-W 


On Pittsburgh Booking, 


But Comes in Later | 


Pittsburgh, May 4. 
Heated rivalry between 


Brothers-Beatty and Hagenbeck 


| Wallace shows this season cropped 





Harold Barlow on lots in southwest 
St. Louis last week caused injury to 
three persons and arrest of Barlow 
and John Forshee, ticket seller, on 
charge of careless operation of a 
pleasure device. 


Metro’s 44-52 


(Continued from page 5) 














with the northern and northwest 
delegates pulling in earlier, mostly 
traveling from San Francisco. 

It has been 10 years since Metro 
held a sales confab here. 

Eastern delegation was met at San 
Bernardino, Cal., 65 miles from here, 
by studio femmes distributing fruits 
and flowers. Party disembarked at 
Pasadena, where group was met by 
Louis B. Mayer, studio chief, and his 
associates and motored to the Am- 
bassador, where all business sessions 
are being held. 

Open with Sabbath Session 

Conventioneers held two meetings 
Sunday afternoon, one comprised 
district and branch managers, the 
other office managers and bookers. 
First general session convened Mon- 
day morning, W. F. Rodgers, general 
sales manager, presiding. 

At close of session party was 
driven to the Metro studios at Cul- 
ver City for luncheon and a tour of 
the plant. Routine sessions are be- 
ing held today (Tues.) and tomor- 
row, with Thursday set for enter- 
tainment and a windup dinner at the 
studio. ; 

Other nights are being given over 
to previews of new pictures 


Roach set for Thursday night. Visit- 
ing firemen start home Friday, an- 
other special train conveying the 
delegates to Chicago, New York and 
way points. 





Los Angeles, starting June 16, plans 
the same number of features as this 
year, 54, while Warner Bros. 


York beginning Monday (10). 
plans the same number of shorts as 


up here last week when one outfit 


| jumped the gun on the other in 
| Pittsburgh bookings. 
representatives slipped in quietly 


Cole circus 
and snatched up May 21-22 with 
much ado made about its being the 
first big top to reach town this sea- 
son. 

Few. days later, H-W came out 
with announcement that they were 


Cole | 


FINNEY REORGANIZES 


| the 


coming in for three-day engagement 


beginning May 8. Show will play 
North Side grounds that day, lay off 
over Sunday and reopen on Fast 
Liberty site May 10-11. 


Although eastern routes for these | 


two shows have been carefully 
guarded, there was no hint that H-W 
would be around before Cole-Beatty 
until latter had the town plastered. 
Understood C-B outfit is plenty 
burned at the maneuver. 


Hamid-Morton Circus 


_ New Haven, May 1. 
Combination of better times and a 


rep for heavy value, established at | 
{its initial 


stand here a year 
worked up a gross of two and a half 
times last year’s figure for the 
Hamid-Morton indoor circus playing 
a week at the Arena under Knights 
of Columbus auspices. Show drew 
nicely despite heaviest competition 
on local entertainment calendar in 
weeks. On a scale of 25-40 cents, 
with 25-50 extra for reserved sec- 
tion, show and sponsor split approx- 
imately $2,500 each, as against $1,000 
each a year ago. 

Show itself, a speedy combo with 
acts booked by George Hamid, is a 
cleverly routined affair that spreads 
a comparatively small troupe over 
two and a half hours of diversion 
by some judicious doubling of. tal- 
ent. Twenty-two displays on the 
program, with practically every type 
of circus act represented. For com- 
edy, there’s Randow Co.,, clown box- 
ing; Hart Midgets, collapsible auto; 
football-kicking mules; Aunt Jemima 
Co. in comedy acros.; Will Morris 
and Bobby bike act. Novelty acts 
include Laddie Lamont, juggling and 
free balancing ladder; Hip Raymond, 
rocking tables; Osaki and Taki, ori- 
ental perch. Animal acts: Mme. 
Marie’s dogs and ponies; Hoagland 
high school and jumping horses; 
Capt. Rudy’s combo of elephant 
(Jumbo), camel, pony and dog act; 
Roberta’s ponies, dogs and monkeys. 
Aerial turns include Cahill cloud 
swing and trap, featuring a one-leg 
catch; Ullaine Malloy, rings, iron jaw 
and trap; Mickey King, endurance 
gymnast; Winifred Colleano, trap, 
featuring a heel catch and a somer- 
sault from trap to finishing rope. 
Specialties rating solo spots are the 
Wallendas, high wire act; Will Arley 
high perch cuo, featuring boy and 
girl doing free headstands on 60-foot 
poles; Honey Family, teeterboard 
troupe; the Kimris, novelty airplane 
acro turn. Belchet, human cannon- 
ball, seriously injured during show's 





RKO, which holds its sales meet in | 


schedule 60 at its convention in New | 


Buffalo stand, returns to outfit for 


|as also the Otaris, out temporarily 


barbecue and rodeo tossed by Hal | for Hagenbeck-Wallace Chicago run. 


Concert, at 5-10 extra, is a hypnotic 
specialty by Robert Pauline, using 
(Miss) Lee Shubert as subject. Act 
consists of girl being hypnotized, 
suspended between two chairs and a 
block of granite placed on her chest. 
Member of audience then 
granite with sledge hammer, 
emerges unharmed. 


girl 
Girl also does 
|a straitjacket escape while suspended 


| 
| 
| 





will | in air. 


Bob Morton handles announcing, 


| 
WB | as well as managerial end of show: 











p 10} ale Cal 16 
year the company held | Ringling Hros.-Barnum & Balley 
Gradwell L. Sears will preside. Brooklyn, 


| force, left here Stfnday for West- 





ago, | 





| Montreal engagement following here, | 
and a} 


strikes | 


| Al Hamilton and Doc Stahler in ad- | 


this year, 134. vance; Herman Blumenfeld. New | 
Neither 20th-Fox nor Columbia has ea office oa Cones Sonya, 
. 197 6 illy manager; enry obinson, 
announced the number on < | Sorento manager; Joe Basile, band 
Ned Depinet, A. A. Schubart | conductor. Boue 
c. i. i ae 
and S. Barrett McCormick, of the ° 
RKO home office, left Sunday (2) Circus Routes 
by train for Hollywood to discuss 
sales convention plans. | Week of May 10 
WB is bringing in all salesmen, site 9 ene teme Niete acta 
plus district and branch managers, | ,,onto, 12; Reno. Nev, 13; Altura, Cal, 
around 250, to the convention. Last) 14: Klamath Falls, Oregon, 15, Montagu, 








American Participation in Paris 
World Fair Late, But Plans Set 
per ces 


Paris, April 26. 
American participation in the In-+ 
ternational Exposition is going to be 
like everything else connected with 
the big show—late. 
With the steel work not yet com- 
pleted for the Yank 





Real Tarzan 


Johannesburg, April 3. 
Local showmen now have on 
exhibit a native boy from Cape 
Colony who is unable to walk 
upright but progresses on hands 


pavilion, the 


and feet. Played with baboons 

when an infant and not only American building cannot be ready 

apes their walk but is said to to receive visitors for at least a 

understand the simian chatter. month after the expo is officially 

oO y ake engl 

__ Boy will be taken to England opened. Just when that is going to 

if a permit can be obtained k ; “aN ; fT 

from the authorities, and may take piace has not yet been offie 
cially announced, but at a recent 


later go to America. 








cabinet meeting the date of May 17 
was talked of and the possible latest 
date mentioned was May 23. 

That means the American building 


will not open its doors before the 
H-W ADVANCE FORCES | miaaie of June, or later. When 
asked, officials at the American 
Embassy here declined to name any 
definite date. 


Much of this 





Canton, O., May 4. 
Reorganization of the advance of | 





can be blamed on 


new Hagenbeck-Wallace circus | Congress for the lateness in voting 
was effected here by C. W. Finney,/ the necessary credits of $200,000. 
general agent, who halted advertis-/ Until February only $50,000 had 


: . m _ — —— o 
ing car No. 1, here for three days} been given to the planners to play 


and recalled all advance executives; with. Labor troubles in this coun- 
for new instructions. The advance} try have also played their part in 
up until here was short of paper! delaying the building, while the 
and several days behind schedule.| spring floods made it impossible for 

Car, with an augmented billing|a time to drive the the 
foundation. 


piles for 


ern Pennsylvania and from there it 
is expected to function without fur- 
ther delay. Arrangements have been 
made for a complete line of new 
paper which will be available al- 
most immediately. Stock paper and 
some of last year’s was being used. 

Arthur Diggs has joined as brig- 
ade manager and George H. Degnon 
as contracting press agent, with} 
Barner Kern in charge of No. 1, 


Five-story building topped by a 
120-foot tower was designed by Paul 
L. Wiener and will be built by 
Hegeman and Harris. Located on 
the Quai d’Orsay, it will have two 
entrances, one from the street side 
and another from the river. 

According to the dope handed out 
here it will embody building masses, 
light and color in a three-fold move- 


ment. Most of the exhibits will be 
aL wes a aa curtailed to government projects, ~ 
Vaude for Can Fairs such as Boulder Dam, T. V. A, 


housing undertakings and rural elec- 
trification exhibits. 

No amusements are planned and 
no restaurants included in the plans. 
Even a typical American soda foun- 
tain will be missing. 


St. John, N. B., May 4. 

Introduced at the annual meeting 
of the Maritime Exihibitions Asso- 
ciation, held recently at the Mari- 
time Winter Fair plant in Amherst, 
N. S., was a motion that the associ- 
ation sponsor a vaudeville circuit 
booking for this year’s fairs. Claimed 
group booking would effect a saving 





Show Skips Wheeling 





of at least $1,000 for each of the 

fairs. New Philadelphia, O., May 4. 
Discussion on this motion was Rather than become flood-bound 

postponed until a special meeting} in the upper Ohio valley, the Wal- 


which will be held soon at Moncton. 


lace Bros. circus, motorized outfit 
Association voted to seek protec- | blew Wheeling contracted for 
tion for fairs from the Performing} April 27, and switched the route 


Rights Society, which claims nomi- 
nal fees from all exhibitions for 
music use. 

Arrangements on dates resulted 
in the opening spot being given to 
Charlottetown, P. E. IL, Aug. 16-21. 
St. Stephen, N. B., is next, for five 
days, and then St John, N. B., Sep- 
tember 4-11. Fredericton, N. B., 
Sept. 11-18; Halifax, Sept. 27-Oct. 2. 


eastward, substituting this city 
the Tuesday date. 

Original route from here will be 
adhered to, as stands from now on, 
while in the greater Pittsburgh area, 
are mostly just outside the flood 
zone. 


for 


St. Loo, Too 


St. Louis, Mav 4. 

Two women ‘Oriental’ dancers and 
three men connected with Dee 
Lang’s ‘Girl in the Moon’ carny show 
were fined a total of $1,500, the 
maximum, by Police Court Judge 
Edward M. Ruddy Thursday (29) on 
charges of presenting an indecent 
performance. In fixing penalty Judge 
said ‘The whipping post is missed 
when it comes to punishing offend- 
ers of this sort. I regret the ordi- 
nance does not provide a workhouse 
sentence.’ 

Judge Ruddy was unconvinced by 
assertion of dancers, Mrs. Peggy 
Schuette and Mrs. Marie Ritchie, 
that dance was a work of art even 
though they were clothed only in 
sandals. Cop who made pinch as- 
serted he paid 25c to see women in 
two different exhibitions, their gyra- 
tions being likened to a bowl of 
gelatin. Besides the women those 
fined were Lang, Raymond Bixler, 





Hurt in Japan 


Washington, Ga., May 4. 

Mary Florence Meeker, 37, a native 
of this town and member of an 
American circus troupe performing 
at the Pan-Pacific Peace Exposition 
in Nagoya, Japan, was seriously in- 
jured when she missed her footing 
during an acrobatic act and fell 60 
feet, according to advices received 
by relatives last week. 

Her left leg and two ribs were 
fractured. 


PERRY’S DANCE TRICK 
Geauga Lake, O., May 4. 

H. W. Perry, for the past 15 years 
identified with the operation § of 
ballrooms at Akron and Canton, has 
leased for the coming summer sea- | 
son the dance pavilion at Geauga 
Lake park here. 





He plans to open for week-end | “an + ee anon pas 
dancing May 8 and will go on sins | Sere ye Pee eR pages “ws oa 
day operation May 29. Will play| Henry Meier, ticket taker. Defend- 


name bands at the pavilion Satur-| #"'S appealed to Court of Criminal 
days and Sundays and occasionally | Correction. 
| through the week. 


TOUGH ON LOCALS 


HOT SHOW 


Indianapolis, May 4 
Atlanta, May 4. Attendance at the Roller Derby in 
Troupers ran for cover’ and 


straggling customers were shooed off 
| the midway when lightning put out 
'of commission one of the portable 
| generators of Royal American Shows 
| about 1:30 a.m. last Thursday. Bolt 
caused flames, which were ex- 
tinguished before they could spread 
to wooden wagons nearby. 

Carny is playing date here under 
sponsorship of American Legion. 


Fair grounds is so good that Leo M. 
Seltzer, promoter, is thinking of 
holding over for a few days. Derby 
is supposed to cover distance be- 
| tween New York and San Francisco, 
but with careful timing pace can be 
|slowed down to justify holdover. 
| Newspapers have devoted plenty 
| 

' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| the Coliseum on the Indiana State 
’ 
| 
| 
| 


of art and reader space to Derby 
| much to burn of theatre managers. 
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OBITUARIES 


DANIEL L. WEAVER P 

Daniel L. Weaver, 66, who as rep- 
resentative of Klaw & Erlanger 
brought great actors and artists to 
Spokane, died April 25 at Spokane 


from septic poisoning. He was so 
adept at handling temperamental 
stars that he was sent to Paris by 
Erlanger to bring Calve, the great 
French opera star, to this country 
and conduct her tour. 

Weaver, in connection with John 
Considine, obtained the first rights 


on the basic patents of the original 
talking pictures from Dr. Kitsie, the 
inventor, and spent several years in 
New York promoting them, but had 
no success. 





SNITZ EDWARDS 


Snitz Edwares, 75, for more than 
half century on stage and in pic- 
tures, died May 1 in Los Angeles of 
arthritis after long illness. Crema- 
tion followed service Monday (3). 

Deceased came to this country 
after years of stage work abroad 
landed in Frofman productions, gen- 
erally playing German dialect. He 
went to Hollywood in 1918 and did | 
character and comedy parts in films | 
until forced out by illness. Survived | 
by his widow, Eleanor Edwards, who 
appeared with him in many Coast, 
plays, and three daughters. 


—— | 


GEORGE FREDERICK TRUESDELL | 


George Frederick Truesdell, 64, 
legit actor, died Monday (3) at his 
home in New York. Under the name 
of Frederick Truesdell he played 
leading roles in many Broadway 
productions, including ‘The College 
Widow,’ ‘Our Betters’ and ‘East Is 
West.’ Last rote in N. Y. was in 
Shaw’s ‘The Apple Cart,’ produced 


by the Theatre Guild in 1930, just | 


before his retirement. 
His wife, Helene Michellier Trues- 


dell, and his mother, Mrs. Frances | 


P. Truesdell of Washington, survive. 


JEAN THOMAS 


Jean Welsh, known in theatrical 
circles as Jean Thomas, died April 
20 at Easton, Pa., after an illness of 
about two months. She was a na- 
tive of Philadelphia and made her 
home in Atlantic City. 

For a number of years she worked 
as vaude artist on different civcuits 
and a.so as a night club entertainer. 
She went to Allentown six months 
ago to visit friends and contracted 
a cold which developed into pneu- 
monia. 








MARY BARTON HENDERSON 


Mrs. Mary Barton Henderson, 65, 
mother of Robert Henderson and 
business manager of his theatrical 
activities in New York, Detroit and 


Ann Arbor, died April 26 in Ann) 


Arbor. Until her death she was 
business manager of the forthcom- 
ing eighth annual Ann Arbor dra- 
matic festival, which she started 
eight years ago with her son. 
Surviving are the husband, Prof. 


William D. Henderson of the VU. of 


Michigan, and the son, Robert. 


WALTER M. SMITH 


Walter M. Smith, 46, trumpeter 
and bandmaster, died in Quincy, 
Mass., May 1, following a long ill- 
ness. 

He was vice-president of the 
American Bandmasters’ Assn. and 
had conducted three Boston bands, 
including that of Aleppo Temple, 
the largest Shrine band in the order. 
He is survived by his widow, two 
sons and a brother. 


PASCAL FABRIS 
Pasqual Fabris, 35, violinist with 
Raymond Paige’s orchestra and a 
former member of the Detroit, 





Philadelphia and Los Angeles Phil-— 
orchestras, | 


harmonic symphony 
ended his iife in Hollywood April 
27 by inhaling monoxide gas. He 
left several fantastic notes indicating 
at unbalanced mind. 





CHARLES EDWIN FOX 

Charles Edwin Fox, 54, general 
counsel and member of board of 
directors of Pennsylvania Broadcast- 
ing Company, operators of WIP, died 
at his home early yesterday (Mon- 
day) morning. 

He was former district attorney. 





MAIDIE HOPE 
Maidie Hope, 56, former Gaiety 
girl, died in London, April 20, fol- 
lowing a fall. 
She appeared in many George Ed- 
wardes musical comedies and trained 


for operatic career, but retired from 
the stage on her marriage, 





J. WALTER GUETTER 
J. Walter Guetter, 42, first bassoon- 
ist with Philly orch for past 12 years, 
died at his home in Philly Saturday 
Cas 


| four 


He is survived by his widow, 
former Elsie V. Goepel; daughter, 
Marie, and his parents. His father, | 
Julius, is a well-known Philly 


violin-maker, 
GUSTAV SCHUETZENDORF 
Gustav Schuetzendorf, 53, former 
baritone of the Metropolitan Opera 
and husband of Grete Stueckgold, 


attack. 

He was best known for his per- 

formances in the Wagnerian operas. 
PERCY B. HUNTING 

Percy B. Hunting, (80) old-time 

actor, 


29, in Seattle, following an auto ac- 
cident. 

In recent years he had been em- 
ployed in county clerk’s office, but 
was retired with the Democratic 
landslide. For years he was active 
in Seattle helping put on home talent 
shows. 

FRED KETTLER 

Fred Kettler, "78, for many years 
an advance agent for circuses be- 
fore the turn of the century, died 
| April 22 at his home, Wooster, O. 

He had been identified with many 


| of the pioneer wagon shows and | 


| later with major rail circuses. 





GEORGIE WRIGHT 

Georgie Wright, 79, premiere dan- 
seuse in 1900, widow of George le 
| Clerg, comedian, died April 20 in 
| Mitcham, Eng. 
She appeared at Toole’s theatre, 
| London, in 1894, in ‘A Trip to China- 
| town.’ 


| 
WAYMAN BOYLES 





| died in Berlin April 27 of a heart} 


| 


! 
for the Coronation, although three 


are quite.a few on the tapis soon 
after. Those managements who have 
been lingering along, waiting for the 
El Dorado, are now full of anticipa- 
tion and there are around 30 shows 
ready to cash in. 

Those that really matter are in five 
categories, as follows: 

Picture Houses 

Picture theatres in the West-End 
have a good fill of supers, which 
can only be attributed to the Cor- 
onation, as generally during the 
summer the product is very medi- 
ocre. To cope with the occasion, 
houses are showing English- 
mades, two of which are released by 
United Artists. Of the Americans, 
Metro heads the list with 





three; | 


Warners second with two, with RKO | 
| and Columbia contributing one each. 


Nothing from the 20th Century-Fox 
company, which is a surprise. 
Here is the lineup: 
Carlton, ‘Maytime’ (M-G). 
Gaumont, ‘Prince and the Pauper’ 


| (WB). 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Empire, 
(M-G). 
London Pavilion, 


‘Captains Courageous’ 


‘Moonlight So- 


wile’ Weak anak. Saati vaeest ae (Lothar Mendes-UA). 


ago with John Drew, died last April | 4+ Night’ (Wanger-UA) 


Marble Arch, ‘Charge of the Light his stage and war experiences. 
| was a British cavalry officer during 


Leicester Square, ‘History Is Made 


Brigade’ (WB). 

New Gallery, ‘Take My Tip’* (GB). 

Palace, ‘Good Earth’ (M-G). 

Plaza, “Troop Ship’ (Korda-Pom- 
mer-UA). 

Regal, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 

Rialto, ‘Street Singer’ (Brit. Nat.- 
Asso. Brit.). 

Tivoli, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). 

Revues 

‘Home and Beauty,’ (Charles Coch- 
ran’s), Adelphi, (15th week). 

‘And On We Go,’ (Paul Murray’s), 
Savoy, (4th week). 

‘Swing Is in the Air,’ (Jack Hyl- 
ton), Palladium, (7th week). 

‘Coronation Revue,’ (Robitschek), 
Victoria. Palace, (2d week), 


Musicals 
‘Balalaika,’ His Majesty’s theatre, 
(18th week). 
‘Big Business,” Hippodrome, (13th 
week). 


‘Careless Rapture,’ Drury Lane, 
(33rd week). 
‘On Your Toes,’ (revival), Coli- 


Wayman Boyles, sports promoter | Seum, (9th week). 


and director of promotion and pub- 


licity for Luck Teter’s Hell Drivers, | 


died in Atlanta last week. Burial 
was in West View Cemetery here. 
His wife, two children, father and 
a brother survive. 





WILLIAM GILLETTE 
William Gillette, 81, died in Hart- 
| ford, April 29, of a pulmonary hem- 
' orrhage. 
| Details in the Legitimate depart- 
ment, 





E. M. DOERNBECHER 
E. M. Doernbecher, 54, president 
of Station KVI, Tacoma, died April 
27. 
He was a broadcast pioneer, 


} 


j 
' 








| Mother, 69, of S. F. Lindstrom, 
former Far Eastern mgr. of RKO, 
died March 27 at St. Luke’s Inter- 
nat. Med. Center, Tokyo. Interment 
in Foreign Cemetery at Aoyama. 





Father, 63, of Clyde Kittell, free- 
| lance announcer, formerly of NBC, 


New York, died recently on Long 
| Island. 





| Wife of Solomon Korsak, theatre 
| operating firm partner, died in Chi- 
| cago, April 30, 





_ Wife of Frank Giece, operator of 
| Popeye show with Ward Carnival. 
| died of heart disease at Pine Bluff, 
Ark., April 29. 





| policeman, 
Angeles. 


died April 27 in 


408 





Coronation 











(Continued from page 1) 





ago. 
mendous crowds, 
| didn’t get the breaks, the peepers 


| wanting to go around and ogle | 
things, rather than sit around and 


watch shows. 

But after that first week, or two 
weeks, there should be plenty of 
|}spending around. Americans and 
/continentals are expected to stick 
around only 10 days or two weeks. 

Most spots were figuring on a 
couple or three months of visiting. 
' Cabarets figure on boom from 
ithe first minute. Rates here have 
| been increased, too, in some cases as 
much as 200%. but the claims on all 
sides are for reservations to capacity. 
i No new productions are scheduled 


‘Swing Along,’ Gaiety, (35th week). 


‘Over She Goes,’ Saville, (32nd 
week), 

Comedies 
‘Anthony and Anna,’ Whitehall, 
(2nd year). 


‘Bats in the Belfry,’ Ambassadors, 
(10th week). 

‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion, 
(25th week). 

“George and Margaret,’ Wyndham’s, 
(10th week), 

“Housemaster,’ Shaftesbury, (25th 
week). 

‘London After Dark,” Apollo, (6th 
week). 

‘Wise Tomorrow,’ 
week), 


Lyric, (10th 


Mysteries 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ Hay- 
market, (39th week). 
‘Black Limelight,’ St. James’ (4th 
week). 
‘Mile Away Murder,’ Duchess, (5th 
week). 
‘The Frog,’ Princes, (2d year). 
Strip Shows 
Andre Charlot’s, Vaudeville the- 
atre. / 
Vivien Van Damm’s, Windmill the- 
atre. 
Niteries 
Cabarets, which, like vaudeville 
houses here, could not keep open 
without foreign talent, have given 
themselves a bigger spread than 
ever, figuring that an occasion like 
this, when London will be the most 
Cosmopolitan city in the world, the 





Ernest Jaissle, 58, 20th-Fox studic | 


Both occasions brought in tre- | (American-Australian 
but the theatres | 


programs should be more _ interna- 
| tional than ever. Which is just the 
| Opposite view taken by the Variety 

Artistes’ Federation, who began a 
| lag-waving campaign, lasting for 
| months, which when they came to 
| grips with the so-called oppositions 
| made them look even more foolish 
| than ever, if that’s possible. 

Here's the lineup: 

; Berkeley Hotel: Walsh and Barker 
team); Rudi 
| Grasl (German). 
| Cafe de Paris: 
(American ). 

Carlton Hotel: Ronald Frankau 
(English), Clark = and 
| (American), Oliver Wakefield (New 
Zealander ). 

Dorchester Hotel: Revised Edition 
of Henry Sherek’'s floor show, with 
several American acts, including 
Maurice & Cordoba, and Moore & 
Revel. 

Grosvenor House: De 
(Americans). Paul Gerrits 
ican), Galli Galli (Egyptian). 

London Casino: Several Continen- 


Harry Richman 


Marcos 
(Amer- 





house. 

J. Byron Creamer, whose auto | 
license described him as an actor, 
leaped from the George Washing- 
ton bridge last Wednesday (28), 
| breaking his back in the 200-foot 
| drop. Believed the indirect result 


| 
| 








Clarkson | 


== 





| News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


these news items; each has been 





ee, 


Variety takes no credit for 
rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Philco Philadelphia plant scene of 


another strike, with 8,500 men out. | 


Not a sit-down. 


Work of razing the old Churchill | 


restaurant, 
Saturday. 


B’way and 49th, begun 
To be replaced by a film 


of an auto accident in Florida re- 
cently in which a woman companion 
was killed and he was badly hurt. 

Musicians’ Emergency Fund re- 
ports 128 needy musickers regularly 
on relief and about 2,000 more given 
an occasional helping hand. 

Troupe?s Club to hold its annual 
election May 16. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke spoke to the 
West Point cadets last Sunday (2) on 


the big scrap. 

Sam Gumpertz the ‘fall guy’ at last 
week’s meeitng of the N. Y. tent of 
Circus Saints and Sinners. Urged 
support for the Sarasota home for 
indigent circus people. 


Ithaca (N.Y.) college music library | 
fire last week. More | 


destroyed by 
than 2,000 orchestrations destroyed. 

Jane Pickens quits ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ to resume radio work and study 
in the Juilliard school on the side. 

Finals in the Park department's 
opportunity contest for musical ama- 
teurs to be held in Central Park 
June 19. Second year. 

First wife of David Wark Grif- 


fith asks N. Y. supreme court for | 
permission to amend her complaint | 


in a suit to invalidate his divorce 
from her. 
declare her still to be the legal wife 
of the director. Decision reserved. 

Libby Holman to London for a 
one-nite date at Grosvenor House 
May 31. 

Finland the first to send a rep to 
look over the N. Y. World’s Fair site. 
Jaakko Kahma gave it the o.o. and 
the o.k. Saturday. 

Times Sq. statue to Father Duffy, 
war chaplain of the old 69th un- 
veiled Sunday. 

That project to try out plays on 


Sunday evenings put over until next | 


season by Show Shop. Can’t get a 
director. But John Parrish an- 
nounces start of Author’s theatre, 
which will try out novelties before 
managers, actors, backers and agent. 

First cycle train of the season went 
out last Sunday with 120 bikes. 

Joe Bob, N. Y. auto racer, killed 
at Lancaster, Pa., Sunday when he 
smashed into another car on the 
track. 

Memorial exhibit to the late Mrs. 
Charles Coburn in the N. Y. Public 
library through Sunday (9). 

Governor Lehman announced in a 
radio speech that the State Liquor 
Authority had brought in $126,094,000 
since Dec. 5, ’33. 

Syracuse University refused to 
permit ‘Spain in Flames’ to be shown 


in its auditorium, though a rental had | 


been made before facts were under- 
stood. 


N. Y. Association of Teachers of | 


English finds radio ‘one of the great- 
est evils we have to face in getting 
children to read.’ Films, on the other 
hand; particularly the filmed classics, 
regarded as an aid. 


Helen Wallenda, of the big show’s | 


wire troupe, fainted while on the 
wire closing night at the garden. 
Entire troupe narrowly escaped 
death. 

Theodore Dreiser ma 
supreme court, 
question he is not a ‘recognized 
author.’ Testifying in a suit brought 
by Liveright Pub. Corp for advance 


tells 





ting headline billing: Cinda Glenn, 
Briants, and Herman Hyde & Sally 
Burrill. 

Mayfair Hotel: Pils 
(French), Grip Quartet 
Frakson (Spanish). 

Ritz Hotel: Hildegarde (American), 
Music Hall Boys (American), Inde- 
fatigable Charlie (French). 

San Marco: Florence 
(English). 

Savoy Hotel: 
(American), Arnaut Bros. 
ican), Jack Powell (American), 
George & Jack Dormonde (English). 

Trocadero Grill: Charles Cochran’s 
Supper Show, ‘vith several American 
and Continental novelties. 

Troc Cabaret: This is a sole book- 
ing of Charles Tucker and plays 
straight vaudeville acts: Max Miller 
(English), Hildegarde (American), 
Hutch (West Indies), Harry Moore 


& Tabet 
(French), 


Desmond 


Estelle & Leroy 


| (English). 


Hildegarde is the only American 
doubling in two cabarets during 


tal acts, with three Americans get- | Coronation. 


He | 


Now would have court | 


in answer to a/§ 


(Amer- | 


royalties on a book he has not yet 
delivered, and for copies of other 
books ordered by him. 

N. Y. Newspaper Women’s club 
| made a party at ‘Miss Quis’ Monday, 
to honor Ward Morehouse. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, in London. 
gave three broadcasts for British 
Broadcasting Co. following her thea- 
tre dates. Will go back next year 
and posisbly tackle the continen: 





Coast 


Dorothy Sebastian was acquitted of 
defrauding an inn keeper at San 
Diego. Sam Hoffman, co-defendant, 
failed to appear and forfeited $500 
bail. 

Superior Judge Westover annulled 
marriage of Margaret Shelby Fill- 
more, sister of Mary Miles Minter, 
to Emmett Flynn when Mrs. Nita 
Baker Flynn testified she is still 
Flynn's wife. 

Mary Jacklyn Cudahy, actress and 


| dancer, won divorce decree from 
Michael J. Cudahy in L. A. on 
grounds of cruelty. 

Marie Marks, film actress, filed 


suit for annulment of her marriage 
to Cecil Sillman and $200,000 dam- 
| ages charging he wedded her with- 
out divorcing his first wife. 

Mrs. Stan Laurel asked court to 
set aside her decree of divorce from 
comedian granted last Dec. 24. 
They're reconciled. 

Amended divorce complaint filed 
in L. A. by Marion Ann Vernon 
(‘Stephanie’) against Walter James 
‘Wally’ Vernon charges cruelty. She 
asks alimony and custody of infant 
twin boys. 

Hugh Dansey Butler, film writer, 
and Jean Rouverol, actress, filed no- 
| tice of intention to wed. Ceremony 
set for May 7 in Beverly Hills. 

Bess Meredyth, leaving for Mexico, 
indicated reconciliation with her ex- 
| husband, Director Michael Curtiz, 
| may be effected. 

Separation of Joan Bennett and 
Gene Markey announced with actress 
admitting plan to sue for divorce and 
| custody of two children. 

Damage suits totaling $12,450 were 
filed in Los Angeles by Blanche 
Stewart and June Earle, actresses, 
against a liquor outfit as result of an 
automobile accident. 

Mary Flizabeth Sterling, film 
| player, asked annulment in Los An- 
geles of her marriage in Yuma last 
Dec. 6 to Charles Sterling: 

Queenie Smith, actress, won Reno 
divorce from Robert Garland, New 
York screen reviewer, on cruelty 
| grounds. They were married in 1931. 

Zeppo Marx agency filed suit in 
Los Angeles for agency fees claimed 
from parents of Olympe Bradna, 16- 
year-old screen actress. 

Mary Pickford won affirmation of 
her $25,000 verdict against real estate 
firm in California District Court of 


| Appeals. 
Greta Garbo was subpoenaed to 
appear in Los Angeles Superior 


Court as defendant in suit filed by 
David Shratter, former Berlin film 
producer, to recover $10,500. assert- 
edly advanced to her in 1924. 


MARRIAGES 


Mary Lombardo to Fred Oliver, 
April 26, in Cleveland. Groom 1s 
'oerch leader at the Statler hotel. 
| Bride is an artists’ model. 

Gladys Cooper to Philip Merivale. 
| April 30, in Chicago. Both legit 
po now appearing in ‘Close Quar- 
| ters’ at Selwyn in Chi. 

Jule Wallis to Wallace Klein, film 
| writer, Mey 2, in Los Angeles. Bride 
is brother of Hal Wallis, Warners 
studio exec. 
| Margaret Schlinker to Al Posner, 
| May 1, in Los Angeles. Bride is a 
| stage dancer. 
| Eva Martin to David Hutton, 

church singer, in Yuma, May 1. 
| Bride is a musician. Groom is for- 
| mer husband of Aimee Semple Mc- 

Pherson. 

Lucille Thorpe to Elmer Fryer, 
| May 1, in Las Vegas, N. M. Groom 
heads still dept. at Warners. 








BIRTHS © 


Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Sherman, son, 
in Chicago, April 27. Father is v. D- 
and advertising manager of the Pep- 
| sodent Co. 
| Mr, and Mrs. Kent Taylor, daugh- 
| ter, April 27, in Hollywood. Father 

is film actor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Faweett, son, 
| April 28, in Los Angeles. Father }5 
| business manager of Fawcett Maga- 
| zines West Coast office. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Warren Newcomb, 
| daughter, April 28, at Santa Mon®3 
| Father is in Metro process dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ress, daughter, 
in New York, April 29. Father 15 
director of the Silvertown Cord 
orchesira, 
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tained and from whom is a ques- 
mot the present owners of UA 
{Goldwyn, Chaplin, Fairbanks, 

ry Pickford and Alexander 
Korda], the last-mentioned acquired 
a participating partnership un- 
der 2 five-year producing re- 
Jeasing deal following Joseph M. 
Schenck’s withdrawal from UA to go 
to 20th Century-Fox. Korda, with 
petter than three years to go under 
that contract, will arrive in New 
York Tuesday (11) to discuss with 
UA the number of pictures he is to 
do the coming (1937-38) season. Re- 
ah 20th-Fox mentioned as a re- 
jeasing channel, and that S-I might 
get the Korda interest are incon- 
sistent in view of the agreement UA 


has with London Films, Ltd. 
Korda). ; | 
Of other owners in UA, three | 


founders of the company, Miss Pick- 


ford, Chaplain and Fairbanks are not | 


active. It is problematical whether 
Fairbanks and Miss Pickford will 
engage in any further productign. 
but none of these owners, In view of 
the handsome profits realized each 
yearby UA, is expected to be willing 
to part with their stock. Goldwyn 
certainly wouldn't. 

If plans carry for the 1937-38 sea- 


son, Goldwyn, S-I and Korda would | 


each turn.out eight pictures at high 
budgets. This would be an increase 
over this year of three for S-I, and 
two each for Korda and Goldwyn. 
Selznick’s partner in S-I is John 
Hay Whitney, who formerly headed 
the Pioneer Pictures unit which re- 
leased through RKO. This company 
was washed up entirely when Whit- 


ney joined hands with Selznick in | 


S-I. ; 

Whitney money would probably 
figure importantly in any deal ac- 
quiring a stock interest in UA, while 
ownership to film rights of ‘Gone 
with the Wind’ by S-I no doubt 
would serve as a strong sales point 
in an effort by Dr. A. H. Giannini 
or others to gain this interest for the 
S-I group. 
any commitment by S-I as_ to 
whether and when this picture will 
be delivered to UA. 





Meeting on Coast 
Hollywood, May 4. 
Meeting of United Artists’ partners 
will be held here instead of in N. Y. 


as originally planned, due to the fact | 


that Samuel Goldwyn and Charlie 
Chaplin cannot go east because of 
the strike and other activity here. 
Goldwyn is working on a picture 
and Chaplin on a story. Meeting is 
expected for sometime between May 
14 and 17 when Alexander Korda 
arrives from London. Those who will 
attend will be Mary Pickford, Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Korda, Goldwyn, 
Chaplin and Dr. A. H. Giannini. 

Miss Pickford leaves N. Y. this 
week after arriving from Europe. 

Selznick has four others to make, 
including ‘Tom Sawyer,’ after ‘Pris- 
oner of Zenda.’ He made only three 
pictures in the past year and a half. 
Producer reiterates he has made no 
deal with Metro regarding Margaret 
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind,’ and 
indications are that it will probably 
be a UA release. 

It is likely that Selznick will be 
offered one of the member units in 
UA, continuing after expiration of 
his current producing contract. Films 
he has on tap, exclusive of ‘Wind,’ 
would take almost a year to make. 


Selznick trained out of Hollywood | 


May 4 with a party following com- 
pletion of his ‘Prisoner of Zenda.’ 
Group included Jock Whitney, Wil- 


liam Wellman, Ben Hecht, Barbara | 
Keon, L. F. Alstock and Russell | 


Birdwell. They are travelling in a 


Special car attached to the Santa Fe 
Chief. 





London, May 4. 

Alexander Korda and Murray Sil- 
verstone, latter the head of United 
Artists in London, sail tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for the U. S. for con- 
erences regarding U.A.’s financing 
of Korda’s pix. Likely that Korda 
will make a new distributing al- 
liance in the event he cannot reach 
@ satisfactory arrangement with U.A. 
On the money question. Basil Black, 

orda’s attorney, is accompanying 

em. 

With Paramount set to co-operate 
on the financing and distribution of 
Korda’s ‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ it ap- 
Pears.as though Korda is headed to- 
wards Par altogether. 

‘Dr. A. H. Gianinni, UA prez, who 
Was due here for the coronation, is 
not Sailing from the U. S. and is 
awaiting the arrival of Korda and 

ilverstone in the states. 


that Korda might leave UA, | 


There has never been | 


aa 
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Explains Social Security 
Washington, April 27. 
Editor, Variety: 


This is with reference to an article, 
which recently appeared in VARIETY 
commenting on the lack of informa- 
tion concerning the tax provisions of 
the Social Security Act as they ap- 
|}ply to persons engaged in radio 
work. 





The confusion which seems to ex- 
ist in the radio business concerning 
the payment of taxes under the So- 
cial Security Act, as indicated in this 
article, centers principally around 
the question who is the employer in 
lany given case. Treasury 
tions and rulings have defined 
employer and an employee. The dif- 


ficulty comes in aligning the various | 


relationships that exist in the radio 
industry, and in the entertainment 
field generally, according to those 
| definitions. 

The Social Security Act in Section 
811 (b) defines employment for the 
purposes. of the Federal tax as any 
service, of whatever nature, per- 
formed within the United States by 
an employee for his employer, ex- 


cept the exceptions being spe- 
cifically defined and including, in 
part, agricultural labor, domestic 


service in a private home, casual la- 
bor not in the course of the em- 
ployer’s business, and services from 
employment by a 


literary, or humane organization. 
Treasury Regulations 91. states: 
the relationship between the 
person for whom such services are 
performed and the individual who 
performs such services must as to 
those services be the legal relation- 
ship of employer and employee. 

Generally such relationship exists 
when the person for whom such 

services are performed has the right 
to control and direct the individual 
who performs the services, not only 
as to the result to be accomplished 
| by the work but also as to the details 
and means by which that result is 
accomplished. That is, an employee 
is subject to the will and control of 
the employer not only as to what 
| shall be done but how it shall be 
done. 

In this connection it is not neces- 
sary that the employer actually di- 
rect or control the manner in which 
the services are performed; it is suf- 
ficient if he has the right to do so. 

In Article 4 we find: An employer 
may be an individual, a corpora- 
tion, a partnership, a trust or estate, 
a joint-stock company, an associa- 
tion, or a syndicate, group, pool, joint 
venture, or other unincorporated or- 
ganization, group. or entity. Also, 
the number of individuals employed 
by an employer and the period dur- 
ing which any such individual is so 
employed is immaterial. 

In general, Article 3 continues, 
. . . if an individual is subject to 
the control or direction of another 
merely as to the results to be ac- 
complished by the work and not as 
to means and methods for accom- 
plishing the result, he is an inde- 
pendent contractor. An individual 
performing services as an independ- 
| ent contractor is not as to such serv- 
| ices an employee. He may, however, 
|beanemployer. From these regula- 
‘tions it can be seen that the right 
to control and direct the individual 
who performs the services is one of 
the factors determining employer- 
employee relationship. This would 
|also seem to be the main factor to 
| be determined in specific questions 
of interpretation which have arisen 
in the radio indusfry and in the en- 
tertainment field generally. For ex- 
ample, the individuals carrying on 
a sustaining program may be em- 
ployees of the broadcasting station 
or of a person who provides the pro- 
gram for the station as an independ- 
ent contractor. 

The same situation may exist with 
most sponsored programs. The spon- 
sor pays the bill, and he may take 
complete charge of the details of the 
program or turn the job over to 
someone else—a booking agent, the 
sponsor of the act, or the leader of 
the orchestra. These facts will affect 
the determination of just which per- 

'son will be considered the employer 
of the individuals putting on the 
show. 

A Treasury ruling on a question 
similar to that which has been raised 
by Variety was published on Oct. 19, 

1936. 
part, Where the M Company, owner 
i;and operator of hotels, contracts 
with A to furnish music for one of 
‘the hotels and delivers a weekly 
'check in a Jump sum te A for. the 
'services rendered by him and his 
| orchestra, A having the right to hire, 
control, and discharge the persons 





regula- 
an 


nonprofit educa- | 
tional, religious, charitable, scientific, | 


In S.S.T. 47 it was ruled, in | 





who work under him, the relation- 
ship of A to the M Company is that 
of an independent contractor for the 
purpose of title IX of the Social Se- 
curity Act. Neither A nor the mu- 
sicians employed by him are ‘em- 
ployes’ of the M Company for the 
purpose of that Act. 

In most varieties of business it has 
not been especially difficult to de- 
termine who is the employer and 
who the employee. In the entertain- 
ment field, however, with so many 
persons (perhaps corporate) having 
something to do with a particular 
program, it is not always easy to an- 
| swer offhand all the complex ques- 
tions that are involved. 

It is necessary, of course that every 
case, for an official ruling, be sub- 
mitted to the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, with all the pertinent facts, 
in writing. This can be done through 
|the nearest local Collector of 
ternal Revenue. The Bureau of In- 
| ternal Revenue is solely responsible 
| for administering the tax, titles of 
ithe Social Security Act, and tax 
| questions should be sent to that Bu- 
reau and not to any office of the 
Social Security Board. 

Robert Huse, 
Associate. Director, 
Information Service, 

SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD, 





Jack Robbins’ Squawk 
New York, May 1. 
| Editor, Variety: 


As a so-called filmusic publisher 
does Tin Pan Alley realize just how 
little say-so a publisher nowadays 
has in the selection of his songs? 

First, I must take what the Holly- 
wood studios feed me, via the pic- 
iures. Secondly, because of the film 
hookup, even the radio is now gang- 
ing up on the publishers and restrict- 
ing any vocal chorus plugs. 

Thirdly, and worse, it seems to me, 
the songwriters .re no longer writing 
for their publishers (which in turn 
means the sheet-music buying public) 
—they’re writing to please the pic- 
ture people. 

Tf a producer likes a song, he spots 
it in the film. It’s probably very 
good for film boxoffice purposes; but 
on the other hand if it’s not so good 
as a basic song property, they don’t 
want to know about that. What’s 
more, even though the songs selected 
may be inferior, the Hollywood 
executives and the Hollywood song- 
writers squawk like anything if the 
plugs aren’t forthcoming. They don’t 
want to know about the lack of merit 
or other shortcomings of the songs. 

To them, naturally (and they can’t 
be blamed for it) the more plugs on 
the air the better the boxoffice pos- 
sibilities for the films. 

Writers, too, figure that if they get 
the plugs, their ASCAP point- 
system ratings will still keep them 
in the forefront. As it is, writers 
now collect handsomely from the 
studios so they don’t have to rely 
on sheet music royalties as they used 
to. 

But what about the music pub- 
lisher? If he doesn’t show a profit, 
where does he get off? What’s more, 
the first ones to squawk would be 
their Hollywood film affiliates. 

It would be grand if Hollywood 
said, O.K., here’s $25,000 per pic- 
ture, and we'll charge it off to 
exploitation. What’s $25,000 to a big 
musical? But no, pictures also wants 
to collect from any song publishing 
by-products as well. 

If the songs flop, furthermore, the 
publisher sure gets hell—but quick! 

One reason there are so few songs 
selling at present is because the 
writers are writing ‘manufactured’ 
songs for the producers and direc- 
tors. They are not writing inspired 
songs as they would ordinarily if 
they were writing popular songs, or 
writing for a Broadway show, or for 
themselves. 

That is why the ‘popular’ pub- 
|lisher has an advantage over the 
picture music publishers at present. 
The popular publisher has a chance 
to select what he thinks is good for 
his business. In other words, he has 
some voice in the selection of songs 
for his catalog. 

The way things are now, the 
publishers who are controlled by 
the picture companies have to de- 
pend on the songs from pictures, 
and they are just grabbing up every- 
thing from the films. It is like a 
mad scramble. The producers want 
title songs written for their pictures 
land songs manufactured for dif- 
ferent spots, so eventually either the 
publishers will have to be subsidized 
b; the picture companies they 





or 


will not be able to remain in busi- 
ness and carry on among the lines 
that they are now, because every 





publisher is practically gambling $25 


In- | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


of his money to get $1 back. You 
can’t pick songs in the west 
make ’em in the east. 

And what’s really a shock to any 


and 


about—how can those Hollywood 
musicals insist on five to seven songs 
per picture and expect anybody to 
make more than one hit. On Broad- 
way it’s been traditional musical 
comedy history that if one, or pos- 
sibly two, songs showed up, from a 
new operetta or a musical comedy, 
that’s more than the producer, the 
songwriters, and the music publisher 


| expected. But Hollywood wants 
every picture to have a half dozen 
hits. 
Oh well! 
Jack Robbins. 


No Radio Strikebreaking 
New York, April 30. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

April 28 issue of Variety carried 
a story on the activities of American 
Radio Telegraphers Ass’n_ in 
ganizing the broadcasting industry. 
With regard to the organization of 
WHN the statement was made that 
it had’ been rumored around New 
York thaf the men at WHN had gone 


or- 


over a couple of men to handle the 
station. As you say, the rumor 
both strike and assistance from CBS 
was denied by all parties. 

There is in this ‘connection, how- 
ever, the possibility that readers not 
studying the statement carefully may 


have obtained the impression that 
CBS engineers took part in strike- 
breaking activities. We should like 


to point out to those readers the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted some 
months ago by the Associated Co- 
lumbia Broadcast Technicians, New 
York Chapter. 

‘Resolved, That this chapter go 
on record as opposed to strike- 
breaking activities against any- 
one at any time. Such activities 
to include the working of equip- 
ment deserted by radio broad- 
cast men on. strike, passing 
through picket lines set up by 
broadcast men on strike and the 


piping of program material to 
local stations in which broad- 
cast men are on strike.’ 


We feel it only fair that such of 
your readers as may be misinformed 


Chapter of the ACBT be informed 
of the above resolution. While it 
is impossible for us to control the 
sympathies and to some extent the 
activities of CBS executives, the 
sympathy with organized labor of 
CBS technicians would seem un- 
questionable, 

K. E. Davis, 

Associated Columbia 

Broadcasting Technicians. 


Preduction Chart 
Detroit, April 29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

It seems rather peculiar and in- 
teresting that after carrying a pro- 
duction table at the very times of 
the year that it means little, I note 
in your issue of April 21 it is elimi- 
nated. Whether that was done be- 
cause of the fact it showed that a 
great many of the companies had 
not gone through with their commit- 
ments or what the real reason is 
I do not know but it would seem 
to me that if ever there was a time 
of the year that theatre owners are 
interested in the performance of the 
various companies it is right now. 


you as to the reason why this, I be- 
lieve, rather important department 
of Variety has been discontinued. 
H. M. Richew, 
General Manager. 
Allied Theatres of Michigan, Inc. 


(The Advance Production Chart 


published fortnightly instead of 


every week as when first incepted. 


Will again on May 12, 26, etc.) 





Radio Acorns 
New York, April 27. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 





}as you know, on chain-breaks and 
|one minute announcements around 
|network programs. Two or three of 
| the agencies have raised particular 
|cain, ever Columbia Broadcasting 
System complained to many of the 
stations. 

It seems to me that many of them 
have overlooked one important fact 
and that is, that many of these one- 


of | 


I shall be very happy to hear from | 


There has been much controversy, 


} 


} 
| 


music man who knows what it’s all | 





100 P. C. Mutual 


(Continued from page 35) 














the hookup between WLW, Cincin- 
nati, and WHN, New York. Among 
the towns he visited were Washing- 
ton, Atlanta, Chattanooga, Knoxville, 


Nashville, Cincinnati, Chicago, De- 
troit and Akron. 
Alliance between KFWB and 


KROW will increase the number of 
California networks to five. Others 
are the California Network as rep- 
resented by the pooling of stations 
between McClatchy and Hearst, the 


| Don Lee Network, the CBS regional 


| May 11 for Skol Products. 


which takes in KNX, Los Angeles, 
and KSFO, San Francisco, and the 
two NBC links, with the red bring- 
ing together KPO, San Francisco, 
and KFI, Los Angeles, and the blue, 
KGO, San Francisco, KECA, Los 
Angeles, and KFSD, San Diego. 
First Mutual coast-to-coast 
mercial fed from the West 


come 
starts 
Don Lee 
stations (10) along the Pacific slope 


| will ¢arry, along with WOR, WGN, 


on strike and that CBS had rushed | 


WAAB, WBAL, WOL, WFIL in the 


east. 


Program, originating on KHJ, 
Hollywood, will consist of a vocal 


trio, the ‘Hollywood Sunshine Girls,’ 
a dramatic and a 
ing band. Peck agency set 


actor background- 


Atlanta’s Mutual Special 
Atlanta, May 2. 
Not 


content to 


wait for his con- 
freres to work out the details of 
bringing Mutual deeper into Dixie 
from Richmond, Maurice Coleman, 


general manager of WATL, has lined 


iup Willys-Overland program for 13 


weeks over his station. 

This 30-minute commercial, ‘Ky- 
Surprise Party,’ went on for 
first time Sunday (2) night and was 
followed by 30-minute Mutual sus- 
tainer. Programs were piped to 


ser’s 


| WATL from Nashville. 


| could 


WLW Clears for Barnes 
Cincinnati, May 4. 
cleared time for the Pat 
Sunday night Mutual pro- 
from WOR, New York but 
not—or did not—clear for a 


WLW 
Barnes 
gram 


|couple of other recent Mutual com- 


mercials. Queried on policy, WLW 


| reaffirms its Mutual affiliation but is 


as to the attitude of the New York | 
loop have been signatured., 


| New York, June 7. 








| 
j 


has not been discontinued. It’s being | 


It was out of the April 21 issue, but | 
appeared in the last issue, April 28. | 


minute babies have’ eventually 
turned into network programs. ! 
| Drene Shampoo started on spot an- 
i 


meanwhile anxious to put over the 
so-called WLW line between Cincy 
and New York. 

First contracts the four-city 
Vitalis, 
Bristol-Myers product, starts spon- 
soring ‘For Men Only’ out of WHN, 
Pedlar & Ryan 
agency has not included KQV, Pitts- 
burgh, however. 

S.S.S. is set for two weekly quar- 
ters starting in August. Estate Stove 
will get going in July. Beaumont 
Medicine and Lewis-Howe are lined 
up for September and July starts. 
Kellogg is in negotiation. 

On account of the time change, the 
Pleasant Valley variety show spon- 
sored by Crown overalls and origi- 
nating in the Crosley studios is re- 
ceiving separate shots over WLW 
and the Mutual net. 

Hits the latter Thursday night and 
WLW on Fridays. 


on 





Shifts to WWSW 
Pittsburgh, May 4. 

Because of WCAE’s inability to 
take Kay Kyser show (Willys-Over- 
land) due to previous commitments, 
Mutual program will go out here 
over WWSW. 

It’s second time WWSW has been 
offered and accepted a Mutual at- 
traction. Last time was Father 
Coughlin’s Sunday afternoon airings. 





network shows. Packers Tar Soap 
last year was a one-minute campaign 


| and today it is a network program. 
| 


In checking over our files, we note 
many accounts in the past few years 
that at one time were small spot 
campaigns, but today have network 
shows. It appears that some of these 
agencies and even the networks are 
overlooking a very important factor. 


FURGASON & ASTON, INC. 
By G. S. Wasser 
Vice-President, 
Says It Didn’t 
Minneapolis, May 4. 
Editor, VAriety: 

Variety erred in its April 28 issue 
by reporting that the Minneapolis 
Star promoted a Joe Louis boxing 
card. Paper did, however, stage the 
Northwest Golden Gloves tourna- 
ment. 

David Silverman, 
Managing Editor, 
Minneapolis Star. 

(Story recounted show biz squawks 

against opposish from newspaper 


nouncements and now they are using ! ballyhoo showmanship stunts.) 
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Thanks for reserving room for me 
in America’s most famous hotel. 
Am arriving Friday, May 7th at 
L | ~ 9 P.M. EDST via the Columbia 
A Broadcasting System, for an 


[ i extended sta » ee ee 


JERRY COOPER 
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